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Reader 


very reading pro- 
plane books 7s an un- 
EE , but a ſecond 
peruſal, guilt end Ap- 
, probation : The number 
of good. ones ſhould not diſcourage, but 
provoke our writing ; He that puts out 
ſuch, ſpreadeth nets of Salvation, and 
edernes the world with none af the worſt 
Furnicure. But, time goeth, we turn over 
leaves end find our ſ+ elves no be ſs ronorant, 
no more advantaged: reading many books 
hinders the dige ſion of one, a due ſearch 
into the only excellen t, and other dutics 
ablolucely neceſſary : which occaſion 
the compolers reducing theſe memorials 
into ſo narrow acompajs, as may be re- 
view'd in fewer houres than was layd oub 
an glearxing them, that more may be ſpent 


J Ms 


To the Reader. 
in doing, and leſs in knowing what is 
required in ſuch a day as this." Fter- 
nity pulls us by tbe ſleeve, bids us look 
at the oliding of every ſand in the hour- 
| glaſs of  oxir lives, upbraids us with mis- 
ſpending the former part in vainyruitleſ. r 
Fudies, and calls on us to redeem them 
eme labours for the good of onr ſelves 
and others: Thus we wreſt the ſithe out of 
the band of death, and pull the wings 
from bis heels. The publick weal 0t on> 
b warrants but exaQs' the moft univer- 
Yall importunate endeavours, ſuffers none 
30 live in the world,” only to fill up the 
« number and tale of it. Tf the Church 
* of God lie' in diftreſs ("ſaith a re- 
« erend Biſhop ) and we ſtretch our 
&« ſelves on beds of Ivory 3 If ſhe monrn 
© in ſackcloth, and we riot in ſoft raiment} 
«IF the wild Boar in the Forreſt break it 
*©<:1pon her, and we ſend not our praiers to 
"drive him away ; If there be cleaneſs- of 
* Zeetb in the poor,” and onr tceth grind 
"$4 HET thenz 


To the Reader 


&« them flill ; If their bowels be empty of 
<« food, and ours ſtill empty of compaſ- 
&« for ; If the wrath of God be inflamed 
« 2o4inft his people, and our zeal remain 
« till as frozen, our charity as cold, our 
« affetions as benumm d, our compaſſtons 
« 45 ſtupified as ever; If Sion lie in the 
&« duſt, and we hang not up our harps, nor 
« pray for her peace, we are unnatural 
« members and can expect nothing but the 
© curſe of Meroz , who went not Jatge.5.23 
« out to help the Lord, How needful E- 
pitomes are, is ſufficiently evident, if we 
conſider, the ſhortneſs of our time, the 94- 
riety of our duties, the multiplicity of our 
affairs, the weakneſs of our memories, the 
numeronſneſs, the woluminouſneſs_ of 
books, ' and the faftidionſneſs that is b:- 
got in us by reading them. He that judgss 
Epitomes, condemns himfelf, the Epi- 
tome of the world. God having the firſt 
day diffuſed the light, through the wholz 
hemiſphere,contrabied it the fourth, with- 
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To the Reader. 


'in the body of the Sun , and the micro- 
coſm into man. He hath Epitomized all 
prefical Divinity into ten beads, our $a- 
wiour thoſe ten into two, and thoſe two 
into 'one; and all that we can pray for, 
or againſt into ſix. If ( as is ſuppoſed) 
Ariſtotle ſtole that which be had from 
the moſt excellent of thoſe that went be- 
fore bim, and Virgil drew all his richeſt 
inventions from Homer, Heſiod, The- 
ocritus; and Cicero boldly furniſbed bim- 
ſelF with the dofirine of the Stoicks, A- 
cademicks Epicures; If Zachartah comr- 
mit to writing that which Jeremiah had 
preached, ana Obadiah what he had pen'd 
before; If Saint Mark abb reviate the 
other. .Evangeliſts; - aud St. Jude, Se. 
Peter , '&» the New Teſtament, hawe 
many things ont of the old, if in our 
nice ingquiſizve age much is tranſcribed 
out of . former ones: If ſo many have 
wiſhed for, and others expeGed a collects 
ion from our modern authors, and ſome 
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To the Reader. 
endeavoured it ;, If the ſpiders web ſpun 


out of ber own bowels , be not more eftee- 
wed than the have gathered from 
diverſe flowers: The Publiſher may 
dread no ſevere ſentence on the enſueing 
extract for borrowing the materzals 
where he found them fitting, but bis uns 
skilfulneſs in compoſing it at firſt to ac- 
comodate a private cloſet, ſo being de- 
ſeened but for one ( and the lighter paſ- 
ſages inſerted to make it take with thoſe, 
that ſerious matters only would "beat 
away) t1s not expecied ſome of 1; ſhould 
pleaſe all, nor all of it, any, yet may 
recompenſe their pains, who reſolve not 
to trifle away ſome of their odd hours 
but of their moſt retired thoughts and ſe- 
vereſt meditations in peruſing at; and 
will be but ſo honeſt to themſelves and 
charitable tothe ſcribe, as to take every 
thing in a ſenſe will moſt profit them. It 
deſpiſes not Dominions, nor ſpeaks evil 
of Dignities ; ſtands for no party but that 


where 


To the Reader 


where none ſhould be neuters, every one 
engaged. Complaints are more frequent, 
more eafie than redreſſes : the making it 
publick, calls for many apologics, but 
its uſefulneſs to thoſe that otherwiſe 
might not meet with, or underfland what 
is writ this way, that want money to pur- 
chaſe, or opportunity to read many books, 
the too great ſeaſonableneſs and concern- 
ment of it, ſhall fland for all. While ſo 
many enjoy the deſerved praiſe of the 
firſt invention of things,it ſhall ſuffice me 
(who am not worthy to waſh the feet of the 
weaneſt of my Lord's ſervants) if I but be 
« remembrancer of what hath been for- 
merly met with ; without claiming any 
conſi :zderable part of it, or of this epiſtle 
as my own but the Errata s ( tbe printers 
excepted) which alſo, the equal and pru- 
dent reader will be eaſily able to reQtific 
orexculc ; and find much to bencfir, but 
nothing that may juſily oftend any, except 
thoſe for whoſe uſe the publiſhing hereof 


was 


To the Reader. 


Was never intended. And if -it ſhould but 
move them alſo to do it better,T ſball think 
for this, if for nothing elſe, the tacking- 
together (at boures that might have been 
otherwiſe loft, or worſe ſpent, or Juftly gle 
ven to ſleep (tis an honeſt injurie to na- 
ture to ſteal from her ſome hours of repoſe) 
what they may not deem worthy to Read) 
was not tono purpoſe. So it afford any 
advantage to an honeſt mind, or my na- 
tive Country, I ſoall cheerfully undergo 
the ſcorn of the curious and ce nſorions ; : 
aſpiring to no more height than the comfort 
of a good conſcience, doing good to ſome, 
harm to none. My prief is (with an inge- 
nious authour ) that the event will prove 
&* it impertinent, there being not much 
© hope, that a private whiſperſhould be 
* heard by thoſe, who are deaf not only to 
*© thoſe who lift up their woice like a trum- 
<< pet, but to the loudeſt calls of heaven 
and have made no other uſe of the wari- 
ous ard ſignal providences we have been 
ander 


To the Reader. 


« under, then to defeat the deſign of then. 
But it is an hour wherein Religion ſeems 
near a Miſcarriage , and it ts enough for 
me that I hawe appeared thus far for it, 
?n a day of neceſſity. My willingneſs, 
though unable, to contribute any thing 
(though never ſo mean) for reſcuing it, 
tlaimes your favorable conſtruction of . my 
Paines ; That you paſs by, fmall Faults; 
and pardon great ones ;:the conſciouſneſs 
of my Own, makes me remain Incognito. 
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T be general Heads. 


[7 Nela#td call'd upon, by the dificrence between virtue 


and vice . 
By the cxcatures 9 
By the (criptures . 15 
By 0 ur Civil wars 24 
By our pcaceable {ctt!ement ' 33 
By our focraign vwars 36 
By the dreadtul peſtilence 39 
By the diſtnal fire of London 43 
And in our Harbour 49 
By prodigies and poverty <2 
By the parable of a vineyard 53 


Our unanſwcrable demeanour under each of them 
Signes of the laſt judgment and of England's rune 93 


To prevent the Lift (it the decrce be not palt) 128 
The Nobles, the Magiltrates 140 
The miniliers 156 
The maſters 159 
The prophane 161 
Are call #psn, more eſpecially true Chriſtians 163 
To eminency in piety and peaceablcnc(s 164 
An example ofit 134 
To regard God's diſplcaſure 197 
To ſpend their main cenſures upon themſelves 205 
Topurity of heart 209 
Toan humble dreſs 213 
To temperance and ſobricty 216 
Toa fcnle of tin and judgment £21 
One-nels of heart and cndeayour 226 


Mourning 


Thegeneral Heads. 


Mourning and weeping 233 
Faſting and prayer 244 
Its prevalency 257 
The great advantage good men are to a nation 266, 
How unworthily tequited 276 
Their private devotion exemplifi'd in Their Solemn hu-+ 
miliation for the fins of the nation 231 
Particularly, tboſe of our Noblcs 233 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters 284 
Hearers 235 
Families 286 
Lawyers, Tradesmgn 2Z 
Profeſſors 28 
Unfruitfulne(s 28g 
Sabbath-breaking 291 
Covetouſnels egl 
Pride, idlene(s 292 
Surfciting and drunkenne(,uncleanne(s 293 
wearin 294 


Prophaneſs and blaſphemies, blood 
Inſenſibleneſs and impenitency under judgments 296 
Their earneft pleading with God, by Arguments drawn, 


| from what we have undergone alrcady 298 
From our poſterity | "IF zol 
From the multitude aud malice of qur enemics 302 
From former mercics 304 
We are his people 306 
For the ſake of religion 309. 
From their wontcd prevalency zIo. 
From our own weakneſs 31 2. 
From kis own bowels, and good pleaſure 3i6 


under which alſo is comprited the matrer of prayer. 


ERRATA. 
Age, 6, line. 30. Read, ſtain of. p. 21. 1.22, r. decry. p.26.1. 28.r,futicss 

p. 40.1.1.r above.l.8.r.ſome ſtreets p.43.1. 26.r. Accended.p. 45-1.6.r. 
p.$3-l-2.r.direful.1.28.r, vye. p.56.1.13.r. Robe.p.63.1.18. r. the.p.76. 
Lr$.r.name.p.81-1.13.r.and. p.$2.1. 14. r.it.p,$3.1. 32.r.fat overflow's.p.to5, 
1.28.r.nice.p.112.1.2.r.filly.p.117.1.32-r.his.p.120.1.4.r- he. p.143.7.r.wild.p. 
356.1.22.r.wrangling.p.153.1.4.r.ill. p.166.1, r.r, avow'd.l,16.r.were.p.176.l, 
30.r.worſe.p.184.1.4.r. times,p.202,1.30.r.to bring,p.204.1.19.r,upon.p,2 10.1, 
17.r.but. .213.1.7.blot out,the.p.214.1.24. r.only.p.219.1.24.r.to be,p-223, 1. 
2.r , 1,g.r.(1ns.p.224.1.22.r.we declare.p,227.1.10,r,virtues.p.,234-1.4.r, 
ingredients.1.25.r .enemies.p.240.1.4.r.chimney. p.245, 1,24-r.his.p.246.hr.r. 
mutual, p.250.l. 10.r, ſtrergth.p.253.1.7.r, | —_—Y 1. 33.r. awke.p.254.1.1.r. 
hriek.1. 13.r bowels.p.255.1.6.r.this.p.256.1.41.r. (ixſcore thouſand, p.258.1. 
22.r. ſubjeQ.p.259.1.13.r. preſs. p.263.1.22.after (i) r, can no more be expreſt , 
then what they þave that keep Gods precepts,Ps.119.56.p.264.1.33.r.and.p.266, 
1.27.r. jadgment i, 1.30. r.ſce. p. 269, 1.28. r.and.p. 268.1, r.r.will. 1,30.r.2 
icious creature, and dangerous, a publick evil to the place he lives in, p. 
271.1.7.r.the lord ofhoſts.p.275.1.8.blot out,that, 1.16.r.low. p.276.1,13.r.ad- 
miniftrations. p.278.1.25.r.his.p.288.1.14-r. detraQion, p.294.1.1 4.r. bleſſings, 


p.316,1.25.r.cry. 


Advertiſcment of a Book. 


The devout communicant Excmplified Gn his behavi- 
our before, at,and after the Sacramentyarge,and 
more praQical then any yet extant ſold by The, 

» Dring un Fleet-ſtrect, 
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ENGLANDS 


Imminene Danger, 
And onely 


REMEDY. 


England call:d upox. 


OD at ſundry times hath called 
upon us 1n Divers manners. His 
Loveand Hatred, an Intellectu- 
al eye ices impre ti on the na- 
tive Beauty and loathſome de- 
formity, of good and Evil. In- 
tegrity hath ſucha tairnels, luſtre, and mag- 
netick power, as by its own worth allures, and 
wins upon as, out ot meer /ove, to cloſe with 

ſuch an Amiab/e object. 

Among, the worſt is a kind of natural Awe 
and Reverence towards Good men z their Intrin- 
ſich glory darts ſuch rayes of outward Splendor 
and Magniticence, as makes thum rather en- 
vied than hated, feared than difreſpeced : 
None neglect, or deſpiſe a good name, but he 


who either deſpaircs ot,or refolyes agaialt doing: 
B 


any 


Enpland 
called ups 
cn,by the 
difterence 
berween 


Virtue and 
Vice, 


— TE 
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England called upn 


any thing that may deſerve it 3 therctore would 
by his obliquitics deprive goodneſs and vertuc 
of all jutt Honour, and Fame in the world. 
An %xjujt Fudge, it dilintereſted in the, caule, 
will give a Righteus judgment, he loves.a 
Bribe, but not 1njultice. Such who carenot to 
blot thcix names out of the Bk of life, would 
fain write them in the Chromeles of fame; aud 
had rather th:ir very graves be buried than 
their g1o4 works. The prophane aftc& to be c- 
ſiccemed Virtuous, but cxcule or lay their favlts 
rather on God, Satan, others, their natural 
Conltitution than their own wills 3 and like Ir- 
regular Patients blame thcir Phytician tor thoſe 
ill accidents they know owing only to their own 
unrulinets. 

Sin hath many Servants but ferv Patrons 3, tis 
in it {elt fo thametully dyſgraceful, that ſuch as 
dodge it in their hearts, would {ccin to throw ut 
out of their doors, and lay it at avy man 5s rather 
than therr ow! 3 mor ever Owne 7zt cXCcepr 
under fomc other wame 3; to play the Devi! 
they perſouate a Szint, purluc rengeance un- 
der pretence of jx/tice, mwrder , but 'tis for 
their oath ſake, ( @ ) and that they may ki! 
Chriſt, worſhip him. ( þ ) Satan would have ma- 
ny warcs untaleable, did not his Broker profit 
pander , which puts Vertres vilage on Vices 
tace 3 caſts a Samueil's mantle, over the Des» 
is (ſhoulders 3 Chriſtens Covetoutnels good- 
h:1sbandry 3 Fraud Ingenuity 3 Coulcnage In- 
duliry; Kebaptizes oppretion Equity z aud fo 
the Soul embraces thole Vices { which naked 
would 


Ly the DifſerenCe betwein Virtue and Viee, 


would be $skarc@ at ) when found cloathed 
in the Silver veſiment of profit. God hath 
{tampt in the cruelleft hearts a Reverend reſpeti 
to his own Image in his pecple, as at firlt an 
awc of man in the hercelt creatures 3 fo as they 
that bare, doe yet honour them. Religion/15 
ſo excellent, that ſuch who out of paſſion, or 
intereſt condemn , their Reaſon abſolye and 
piveir letters of Recommendation ; Their hearts 
Reverence it, while they lift up their hands 
t© (upprels it 3 they afhi{t oppreficd vertue in its 
appeal, in the Court of Equity, Conſcience, 
where its plea is heard, and nghteous (catence 
reverſed 3 while the Creminal,gs (clt acculed, 
when none beſtde controule, mhny flatter and 
commend 3 They inwardly affcnt to the Jultice 
and Authority of thuſe Divine Rules, which 
thcir words and actions molt oppugn. There 
is an carly and immediate verdict paſlcd in its 
behalf, in the wttcem and liking, creating: an 
Aſlcnt and Vencration, not only when Qbey- 
ed, but from protclt deſpiters, who cannoc 
chule but think well oft that vertue they des» 
fert, and the neceflity of their aflairs compell 
them to (peak ill ot. The ſudge who v.ve 
{-utence againit our Saviour, at the fame mu- 
ment wathed his hands, and opculy protelt 
he found no fault in him. Were our eyc5 
open we ſhould fſce Charmes enough in Verize, 
to procure it f(c]f a door without thc help of 0+ 
ther external Inducemcuts;z A Beauty ſpark- 
hog within its own boſome, rendering it en» 
amoring without the afliftauce ot thoſe torreign 
B 2 aidgs, 
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Engl.ind called upon 


2idesy that ſo numcrouſly ſurround it 3 and 
*tis not only in it (cf Huſtrious, bur gilds 
thoſe that are cloathed with it, (c) withits re 
ficxive b-amcs ut {hines through the courl- 
eſt ſackcloth, and Enamels the garments 
with fo much glory, as adorns all that wear 
them' with a remarkable Beauty and Splen- 
dor. Did women -know how much Vertxe in- 
hances- B-auty, they would be vertwous, that 
they mig! be beantifrell; and without corrupting 
nature by paint, would ufc no other Red,but that 
of modeſty;no other white but that of Innoceace; ng 
other majeſty but that ot prudence; no other ſweet 
but that ot I other pomp,but that of bx- 
militysfor in thi ( loathing, they thine with grea- 
ter Iulire, than in all the well wrought (poiles of 
Silkworms. The very Heathen diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween Imazzmary and Real Miſery, lo preter- 
red ſuffering betore doing Injultice, that they 
athrmcd Tnjuſtice the worlt kind of ſuffering 3 
and that nothing hurts a man ſo much as the 
aving barm tor when one Injures another,the 
greatclt miſchief redounds to him who de- 
{cendstothe meannc(s ot doing, ſuch things, as 
deprive him ot the priviledge of bong (a help- 
tull creaturc ) like nwnt» by Maher 3 and renders 
him fo much worlc than the worſt of beaſts 
(whole nature and property it 15 to perſecute 
and devour their tellow ercatures) as he hath 
means allowed him ot being better. 

Whoramong, them though never ſo wicked 
themiclves {crioutlycommcnded another tor his 
radencls and dcbauchcries ? Or reckoned his 


Lutts 


by the difference between Virineand vice, 
Luts among the Titles of his Honour ? Who 
ever raiſed Trophies to his rxces? Or thought 
to perpetuate his memory by the glory ot them ? 
Who ever ſuffered in his Kepwtation, by being 
thought to be Really good? Or where was $0- 
bricty, Juſtice, Charity, thought the marks of 
Reproach and Infamy? Thcy accounted- it a 
mans glory to be Vert 45, and to be vitivus bale 
and mean 3 to be betrayed into tin, weaknels 
tocontrive it, fordid z to detend it, 1ntamy; to 
makea mock at it, a mark of the highett tolly 
and Incorrigiblencts , and the bare ſuipicion of 
vice jn a perſon, was diminuticn-to an eftecm 
that might otherwiſe have been great in the 
world. We decline ver/#e only bccaule "tis dif- 
ficult, the comparion of all exce/lent things; and 
without which not worthy a Recompence, In 
the ſervice ol impetuous lults 1s to be undergone 
far gicatcr pains 3 the Trouble of being, ſober, is 
tar lets than that of being debauched and zntempe- 
rate. The pleaſures if ſin mult needs ottend through 
the oppolite endeavours of Fleſh & Spirit, & the 
bitter remembrance that they muſt exd,and yield 
no more than the Picture ot Contentment to that 
in doing which leads tothe right hand of God, 
where are pleaſures for ever more. 


Vice is the preen ſickneſs of the Soul, which 
makes her nauſcate all (ubttantial food, and 
long tor nought but Trath; (he theretore 
{wallows down ſenſual plcafures with ſuch 
a delighttnl gwft and Hygoo, while all ratio- 

B 3 na! 


England called upon 


nal 'Spiritnal delights leave their bitter far- 
well behind; let drop a pious diſcourtc to 
ſuch,- and you make muſick unto deat Ad» 
ders; do but fling out the Bait of an obſcene 
ftory, and you angle their Souls imo their ears * 
They #nd more pleaſure in a Laſeivus 
Poem; than in the Pſz/mer of David; the de- 
lights of 'a Jovial Club , ' more Eligible than 
thoſe 'of ' a Holy Commannion 3 the reaſon 15, 
their '#ppetize is wotully *depraved , the tto- 
mach lo furfeited with {cnſuality that it 
turns' againſt and iriſtantly vomies vp all 
(ubſtantial nouriſhment; but were it purgcd 
from - the: vicioulvels wherewith ?tis cloyed 
and over-loaded, ſhe woutd loath the @wails, 
as much as the doth now the Mz; and 
in- the-room ot hcr ſenſu it Bou' my , where- 
with #h-*x -poſ{ft, would immediatciy fuccecd 
a Ser brygy, making her twine greedily 
about »every precept, watch at every- oppor» 
runity, thek ſweetneſs out of cvery duty, ex 
tract che very ſpirits and quinteflence ut eve- 
ry Ordinance. Short frbred $-uls look no tars 
ther than their ſenſes, grope after Hyppineſs in 
the Allatmrnts ot the fb, think no Heaven to 
brave Atprel, or Paysdife to that of Utcir mi- 
ftc1s's cmbraces wt | buy revenge at ſodear a rate 
as the price of Blood ,and the damnation of their 
Souls with the Hayard ot their lives'and for- 
runes they-think the ©t {izin Blood is wiped off 
when ther Sword js theathed; and the noyſe 
of murd-r fill'd fo foon as they have firuck 
down tacir enemy ; But he'tortures himlelf 
that 


by the diffecencc between virtue an vice: 


that ſins unpuniſhed 3 And did they experience 
the uninterrupted delights that arile trom the 
Conſcience ot well doing, They'd hnd good men 
do not ſerve God for nought;but that it is worth 
their while ſetting atide another lite, mceriy to 
prevent a Hell in this 3 And that themſelves lote 
the ſubſtince by catching at the ſhadow; {eek tor 
peace in wars and hghtings, take much pains 
to gather Grapes from Thorns, and Figs trom 
Thittles 3 fuch plcature trom vice as only grow 
from virtuz. 

Where Grace hath not put a reſtraint on the 
Appetite, tioln waters may be ſweet, but not 
pleaſant: A manis Hippy or miſerble, accord- 
ing to his mind: Poverty with contemttment is 
no great aftliction; Riches with greedy dctires, 
with continual carcs are a plague and torment; 
the trolicks ot voluptuous men that ſcem to 
pals away their daics in Mirth and Jollity, are 
but like the pleaſures of a Robber on the tHligh- 
way, accompany.d with tear and conſtant tail- 
ing of his hcart, We (ce their great cliates, 
their delicious teaſts, their full cups and mer- 
ry countenances, but not the little Truce they 
have with miſcry z what envy, hatrcd , from 
their neighbors; what inward Recoylngs , 
Trepidations, and convullions, what (cvere 
{marts, and Cruel lathings z what gnawing 
gripes in ſecret 3 what ſad nights atter their 
merry dayes : Their Joyes which make their 
neighbors envious, arc but as the Tormenting 
Stone, or Gout, ſtately accomodated, gr 1aid 
ona Purple bed; thoſe plagues and toments , 

+ which 


os 


4 Am, 6.1, 
&c. 
e Job.24. 


I7, 


r%.. ; 
j I af. 


England called upon 


which we call peace and happincſs. O the 
meclancholly intervalls they muſt nceds tuffer , 
who are fain toſtretch them(ſclves on Couches, 
to invent to themſelves Inſtruments of Mu- 
ſick, to drink Wine in Boles, to ſtudy tor 
new methods of loſing time, that by theſe A+ 
muſcments they may put far off the evil day, 
and be as unmindful ot their own, as of the at» 
fictions of Foſeph: (4) The morning to then, 15 
as the ſhadow of death, if one know them they 
arc in the terrors of the ſhadow of death: (c)con- 
ſcience they dare not permit to ſpeak, Icfi 1: 
ſhould ſay more than they are willing, to hear : 
It (uftets th: violence of a priſoner, while it 
ſhould ſuſtain the place ot a Judge; yet while 
dancing round hand in hand, guilt like the Devil 
ſtands in the midit of the Crrcle,and with its fla- 
ming cyes otten tiarcs them into horror, aud 
looks them intotrembling. I herc are a great 
deal more pleaſures at the Gate than can lodge 
within the Rooms, and Chambers of iniquity: 
In the cloſeſt retirement thcy cau hnd to 
fin, they are not ſolitary; and in the ſame 
hour ot their ſumptuous farce, a Hand writing (fo 
troub!cs their thoughts, that their countenances 
arc chavged, the Joints ot their loins loofſed, their 
knees {mite one againſk another ( f ) and marrs 
their ſupper without imparing, their dainties 
changing the ſccne of their delights into that of 
their pangs, and thcir tull Boles into a cup ot 
trembling : even in laughter thcir heart is (or» 
rowtul, and the end ot that mirth, Heavinelis. 
SUCH as applaud them(clves in their privacy tu 
1% 
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defile their ſouls, ſhall be forc'd in the fight of the 
Sun to do penance betore all thc world, men , 
Angels, and Devils, and tind contulion, as j#re 


as late. 


The ſting and ſhame which acccmpa* 


nies the pleaſures of ſin, the corners which 2t 
ſecks, the repentance wherewith *tis followed, 
together with its little duration, allow it not 
worthy ta be compared with being iunccent and 
vertu 2s inthe light of the Sun; debarring trom 
no corporal pleature that's agreeab c to reaton, 
and our truc jntcrelt , and aftording dehigtits in» 
comparably bcyond thele, which lirangers can» 


not underttand, doth not intermeddlc with (g). 
Diſobedient men are ſelf-condemned, & at Chriſt's 


Bar ſhall produce Records of their own keep- 
ig, writ as with the point of a Diamond, ot all 
their evil deeds from the womb to the grave. 
They who hate the light to docvil, are (corch- 
4 with ſparks themielves have kineled, but can- 


not cxtinguith the Candle ot the Lord,( b) nor 


enjoy the pleaſures of tin tor a {cafon, but are 
gnawed with that worm which ſhall never die, 
where the hre is not quenched 3 the Juſcious 
{tweets ot fin are {o dearly reckoned for, and 
afford ſo much biterneſs 1n the lattcr end, that 
thcir ſ{cnſes ſadly convince them of ( which 
their ſenſuality kept tham trom believing ) the 
tolly ot gaining any thing at the rate ot loſing 


their ſouls, 
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Conliderate men, not content to inhabit only, ny the 
but to wnderſtand ( and lo truly cnjoy J the ereg+ ©f5nture's 


ati'ns , ditcern a Divine Omniſcient , 


ſhining 


through the moſt deipicable object. Such a va- 
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ty of curious uſctul creatures is this world ador- 
ned with, as may wcll altoniſh an intelI1gentin- 
quilitve Speator, who traccs the Authors ex- 
quilite inimitable workmanſhip 3 yea amaze and 
torce ſuch as ſte ( not the lecret receſlcs or dc- 
licate lincaments ) but the ſurface, to adore the 
God of nature. Some born blind, rcltorcd to ſight, 
have becn ſo raviſhed at the ſurpaſſing Spectacle 
of {o many curious objects, that almoſt every 
thing they law tranſported ther with ſuch ad- 
m.ration and delight, as indangered the los 
of the eyes ot their minds, by th je of their bodies, 
An ability not only to behold and ſu/t ain our lives 
by them, but to conlider, compare, alter, al- 
tit, and improve them to various purpoſes, is 

a prerogative: above other creatures, and lo far 
capable of being advanc'tby indultry, as makes 
tome men exccll others as much as they do 
beaſts. The more attentively they reflect upon 
thoſe things it brings to their knowicdge, the 
more they find the world to be an immenſc 
volume, which can be never cnough tiudicd , or 
throughly read: and the things of contideration 
which 1t ofters to ther underftanding, inhntely 
exceed in number thoſe that are rcad in the 
belt furniſhed librarics. To them the earth ſeems 
quite another thing, and in every little particle 
of its matter{ by adding artihcial organs to their 
naturall ) ice almoſt as great variety of crea- 
tures: and in the parts ot the moſt minute, ſuch 
gildings, cmbroideries, and curious variety, as 0+ 
chers are able to reckon up in the whole Uni- 
vertc. And how dclicatc a hand muſt be em» 
ployed 


by the Creature. 


ployed to contrive into ſo narrow a compals , 
the (ſeveral external, and internal parts requi- 
lite to make up a /iztle animal, fo ſmall that they 
are «ll wwrkmanſhip and not dilcernible by the 
unafſitted cyes. The numberlefs kind of birds , 
beal(ts.tiſn,herbs, ſhrubs, ttones, mertals, minerals, 
and every of which indu'd with all the qualih- 
cations requiſite to the p:rpetuation of their ſpe- 
cics, preſervation of their lives, attainment of 
the reſpective ends of their creation, the plenti» 
ful and calic provition made them 3 how many 
n1ſcuntnr Artifice; born their own cratis-makers, 
Phyſician, Carpenter, apparrel I'd, and arm'd by 
nature upon their hrit entrance 3 live and ſport 
themſelves in their ſeveral elements, bring torth 
young, and provide tor them, build, and know 
their appointed time, every year keep the ſame 
courſe, and order ,yet ignorant of what thcy do, 


ind work for an cnd they do not underftaud;(:) ; An.94 


in their courſe tight againſi the Atheiſt, who ra- 
ther ignorcs the bcing of God, than denies it 3 
and 4s hittle leſſe a ſtranger to the myteries of 
. natare, than to the Arthor of it; being, writ in 
ſuch legible Characters upon every leaf of na- 
tures book, that the denyal of it (ccms far more 
ftupendious than thoſe great works that demon- 
{trace 1t. A ſtudious, diligent peruſal of this 
book of the world diſcovers to us a lad» 
der, 'whoſe top reaches to the foot-ſftool of the 
Throne of God; the higheſt link ot natures 
Chain,ticd to the the foot of Fypiter's Chair: Go4 
who made all things for himlelt, lookes much of 
his deſign in ſetting forth to famoyg, fo hncly 
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drawn, {o magnificent, ſo many waties beautiful, 
a ſiructure , by thoſe buſted only about what 
ſerves their own trifling uſcs; living ignorant of 
all the rooms of the houſe, ſaving that wherein 
they lurk, minding nothing of the Architecture, 
proportion ot 1ts parts in relation to each other, 
and to the entire !tructurezin which is diſplay'd 
{o much 'workmanthip as was never meant tor 
eycs, that wiltuly cloſe themſclves, and contront 
it with the not judging} it worthy the (pecula» 
tings who are more concerned as Citizens of 
any place than ot the world ;, and live ſo wholly 
as Londoners, that they never hnd the leiſure to 
worſhip and live as men: that bchold ſo many in+ 
ſtrucive creatures with no more diſcerning eyes, 
than thoſe whom nature hath denicd the pre- 
regative of Reaſon, as they deny themſelves the 
ſe of it 3 (o taken up with trifles, or the works 
ot mens hands , that they paſs by thoſe oft na- 
ture , and admire every Artift, but the only ex- 
cellent God, who teacheth us more than the 
beaſts of the carth, and makes us wiler than the 
towls of Heaven, ( k ) yet they ( guided by a 
reaſon tranſcending ours ) in ſome operations 
( by inſtinct, not imitation, fancy ſupplying the 
place of reaſon ) ſurpaſfſe thoſe ot the molt cun- 
ning workmen. Nor can the bencht be any 
way lo much as by promoting our piety, Were 
wc as able to diſcern the lecret workings of na- 
ture, as the productions of art, (the Ape of it} 
managed by Wheels, Engines, Springs, deviſed 
by humane wit; and had a perted inlight into 
the lubtilry of their compolition, ſtructure of 
their 
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their parts, various texture of their matter, in- 
firuments and manners of their regular moti- 
ons, ſingular uſcs and properties in their ſeveral 
ranks, orders, times, and (caſons, exadt obedi» 
ence, and lignihcant repreſeatation of their fu- 
preme Miker and Governour, the curious and 
ſubordinate diſpoſition one creature hath unto 
another, the exa&t ſymmetry and proportion of 
each part unto the whole; we ſhould find we 
trample upon many things tor which we have 
cauſe to kneel, and offer praiſes to God for his 
excellent greatneſs. It may well ſtop our over 
bold enquiries to comprehend God, we can't a/! 
he hath put in any the leaſt of his creatures. And 
what we valgarly call #zly ( asa Toad or Ser- 
pent ) in relpect ot the Vaiverſe are as regular 
comly parts as any > the rett, their outward 
ſhapes fuitable to their inward forms, and thoſe 
purpoles they were intended for, by him who 
hath not unly givcn man a ſoxl capable of enjoy- 
ng himſelf, but ſuch an Habiration tor it here, 4s 
by the curioſt:y of its contrivance, number and 
ulctulneſs ot its parts, might be a perperual and 
Domeltick Telhmony ot the wifdom of its 
maker. And it we compare his muniticence in 
creating ſo many things ( the cryers and He- 
ralds ot his glory )that never violate the laws of 
their nature, nor endeavour to dilappoing 
him ot his ends, for the neceffity and 
pleaſure of rebellious unthankfull man ( de- 
tigned to command this lower world and ſerve 
the Creator ot it) we muſt reſent an ingenuous 
fhame, and noble diſdain, that that creature 
ſhould 
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ſhould be of all the lcalt grateful, that hathrecct- 
ved the moli bene/irs,that thole whoin God hath 
made Keele lower than the Angels,(hould dbaſe 
their nature below the very lowelt rank of crea- 
tures, be the only jarring (triaz in this great In- 
ftrument to ditcompole this divine melody ; be- 
come the only unprofitable utclels part of the 
creation,and prove the mult xnra'y, who alone 15 
priviledged with reaſon to rule hinuielt, aud to 
refer the creatures that want it, to the Crea- 
toxs glory : to that cud hath he placed us heregas 
well as to prepare our iclves tor a better mai.« 
fon. Even thole that have not thc Law,not on- 
ly arc a Law unto themfclves, ( 1) but have the 
creation tor their Library, Bible and Hijtory of the 
Almigary, already opcn in all places where they 
Can run and read witnout a tcacher, tor, 


What e're they fee, or whereſce're they c0, 
They muſt ſ- e God, ,whetber tl ey wil or 1 


In ſmaller creatures He's ſet torth, as it were 
in Sbort- Hand, in great, in Capital letters; 11 
in4nimates 154 Crtain kind of dumb Eloquence, 
there 1s no ſpecch nor language where thcir 
voice 15 not heard, their linc is gone out through 
all the carth. and thcir words to the end of the 


. world. (m) lotham the whole world is a Pul- 


pit, and all things therein Regii profeſſores, Divi- 
nity rcaders,preachers of the wvilible Gods al- 
molt evcry particle ſuggelts an wſe ot in{truQtion, 
reproot, or exhortation. The Ml:-bills inhabi- 
tant condcmmnes our improvident forecaſt z the 
Lilies of the Firld, our diltzut of Gods Provis 
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dence, &c. No Chymiſt can make ſuch a rare ex- 
tract of the creature as the Chrittians, they draw 
medicines for feavers, gouts, &c. He Antidotes 
againſt unbelict, &c.Do but aske the bealts,and 
they ſhall teach thee, and the towls of the air, 
and they ſhall tell thee 3 or ſpeak to the earth, 
and it ſhall teach thee, and the hibes of the Sea 
ſhall declare unto thee. (») Not only Kings of 
the carth and all people, but bealts, and all cat- 
tel, creeping things and flying towls, dragons 
and all deeps, mountains and all hills, fruirfu! 
trees and a!l Cedars, fire and hail, {now and va- 
por, ſtorm and wind, praile the Lord, and tul- 
hll his word: (os) iuch as honour not God, in 
natsrals, are not ſþ1:4:1, nor of their number 
that worthip him who liveth for ever, and ever, 
and caſt their Crowns bctore the Throne, laying, 
thou art worthy.O Lord, to rcccive glory, and 
honour, 2nd power, tor thou hatt crcatcd all 
things, an tor thy picalure ticy ar2 and were 
created. {p ). 


Addicting ones heart to thc knowledie of nz» 
cure, both invites and Yecompences Our camtremil :- 
tion 5 highly eraizfies Our inteleciual faculne * 
without diſpleaſ:ng any of thent, being, none of 
thoſe criminal pleaſures Which myjured and in- 
cenlcd conſeiences very much #{/zy in the trution, 
and turn into T ments aiter 3 yer mutt give way 
to thoſe wherewith the unproved opportumt ics 
ot ſerving and enjoying Gad, arc capable of bleſ- 
ling the prot foxl. As God, \lothe knowledrec) 
bim is \nhuitcly better than of all things he hath 
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made : And he that hath placed ſo much delight- 
fulnſs m a knowledge wherein he allows his 
very enemies to become great prohcients (many 
ot whom arc ſo taken up with Altrological con- 
tumplationsot Heaven, as they deny them(clves 
timc to ftudy in his Book that made it the way 
of getting, thither) hath furcly reſerved much 
higher, to {weeten and endear thole diſclo- 
furcs of himſelt, which he vouchſates to none 
but fuch as know and do his will revealcd in his 
Word ; in winch 15 tuch an admirable Haimony 
avd difpotition, as manifctts it the work of the 
fame wiſilome, that fo accuratcly, divinely com= 
poſed the B-0h of nature, which leaves all with» 
Out excuſe z but this only able to make us wile 
to {alvation, and aftords him that (carches for 
asfor hid treaſure, not only light to work- 
by, and a comfortable warmh w hile he 13 work- 
ing, but animates by the hope eriſheth in 
him, that in due (cafon his paines an 
thall be rewarded. How admirable is innnite 
wiſdome and goodn:ſſe in lo tempering his word, 
as induces the mott learned to umplore & depend 
on hum tor light by lcaving amongft many pal- 
{ages that ſtoop tO Our weakneſs, ſome that may 
make us ſenſible of it, and others in fo plain fa- 
miliar a way, 25 the rHliterate may tice they were 
not forgotten or overlooked by him, places (o 
obſcure, asSit 1t meant purpoſely to pole, tcach 
us humility it nothing clſe 3 and give us an 
happy opportunity to evince how great a re- 
verence we pay Gods word, upon the lingle ſcore 
of its bcing ſo, We ought 46 Ttrdy what we 


can't 
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t- cart underſtand: By the welconee Chriſt diſpoſes 
us usto give his word, he ſaich, what I ſay thou 
wy knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know bereafier. (q) (4) 
1-1 Every new degree of Scripture knowledge, 15 an 
'CS Inſtrument to acquire more 3 aud ignorance of 
ay thoſe places whole ſcuſe we ſeek for, makes us 
ch more perte& in the meaning of all the ref}, Rev 
0» ligious induſtrious inquirers by expcri-nce find, 
ne what at a diliance deter'd them, was not inten» 
his ded to fruſtrate diligence, but to puniſh their 1a- 
ny zineſſe , who, thought not ſuch knowledge 
hc worthy ſtudying forz and do now admire what 
n- betore they could not r«liſs, becauſe they did not 
hs wnderſtand. What at fix(t through a ſuperticiall 
ic curſory peruſal, appeared barren, uſclcſs, or 
for tautologies, their {cdulous (earching into, hath 
K- diſcovered ſuch, pxcgnant uſes, as they have e« 
k- & qually admircd the riches ot thoſe texts, and 
in their not diſcerning” it ſooner: Repeared þ ints 
wy. Hereticks bluſh to queltion, and d<ſpair to 
ite iſprove truths atteited by more than twoor 
rd, three witn«ſſcs3 and give Orthodox B:licvcrs 
nd the (atisfaQti9n of having there Anchor ticd toAa 
al- three-fold cord ,- which 1s not cafily broken, 
ay The very words, and piirafes which clothe the 
ta- obvious ſenſe, are not only Emphatic ll, but 
cre often myftere wi.2nd bighly irftradgives atfording, 
(o not only (ca{onable frieir, but the very leaves 
ch are for the healjng of the narivus- (r ) The Cr) 
an ſtrongeſt Proficients in Scrip urc-knowledge, 
re- have the kgenelt omacks to this ſpiritu4l tood, 
vre at what a rate\did thoſe purchaſe the Bible, when 


'twas caphial to be found prſſeſſors of it; Valued 
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We not our b-4itr above our ſoulr, and inferienr 

, things before God we ſhould efteem the words 

' of his mouth, more than our neceſſary food 3 
*would hugely indeare his word: to us, that 

the objett of oxt devotion is the 4u+bor of it. How 

cold vitr tyve to bim (uffer us frotti frequent en» 
tertaining our ſetves with thoſe Leaves which 

ate at once this writing and pillare3 repreſent- 

ing, and refreſhing us with the vaſt unmerited 

Love. and unreſembling Ide ( in the abſence 

of a1 immcdizter preſence Yof our only det 

rabfe beloved; that the Deity hath framed for 
Morcalls ro apprehend. Some poſſeſſed with 

this fervent flame, placed ſo much contentment 

here. that no thoughts ſo ſweetly ſteal away 
themſe!vcs,& time,as thoſe employed in conver- 

fing with God on the Hoyeb of both teſtaments; 

the ſweetnefſe whereof fo affecting them, as 
they could even beg ofan Enemy this leaveto be 
happy 3 not without much unwillingneſſe ob- 
taining it of their thoughts, to return to ſublu- 

nary cmployments 3 one having; tefte4 was(b 
taken with the luſcioaſneſſe of Chriſt's docrine, 

that before much company” could not forbear 

f/) Luke commending the Tree for the Fruit ſake Cs ) 
11-27: Sure Atheiſts only omit frequent peruſing thefe 
profound contrivances, whoſe wiſdom ingages 

t he Attention, & exacts the wonder of Angell;,who 

for all ther native abilitics, high preroga- 
tives and employments delire, yea, bow to 

/ t) 1 Pet, Pie into; ( +) diſdaining, not to think owr In- 
1.12: fratfions worthy their concern, While we dif- 
deity © concran; for ous own taractioun, I — 
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peal to the judgement of any carnell Reader un» 
prejudicated, ſctting afide the Majeſty of the 
AHnther, and profitableneſſe of the Subjefi, whe« 
ther any Hiftory be fo pleaſant as the ſacred or 
can compare with it for Magnificence, Antiquity 
of the matter, ſweetnefle of compiling, itrang 
vatiety of memorable Occurrences; Its Scribes 
ſupplying cach others Omiſfion, according to 
Gods decrees, and Scaſons in diſpenſing his 
myketics tohis Church, that in Writes ſevered 
by fo many Ages, and Regions, a Harmony 
whoſe ſecming diſſonances ſeem but to mani+ 
feſt the fincerity, and unconſpiringacſle of the 
Awthor, their mutuall Irradiations, and (ecret re- 
ferences, perſwade their Pens were puided by an 
Omniſcient Hand, and were but the teverall 
Secretaries ct the fame Inditer: where he ttoops ta 
Qur Capacities,is ſomething fo awtull, toclcarly 
bis, as manifeſts a Majcttick Prerogative above 
any others. Eloquent Orators unſatishcedly travels 
lipg through all forts of Humane Volumes , 
have acquickt only in- this Divine one; Bee 
ginoing perhaps to read 1t out of Curioſity, or 
to learn ſome unknown Language twas iran- 
Nated into,or fome (ach triviall purpoſe, have 
found them(elves engaged tocontinue that ex- 
erciſe out of confcience, having , by the means 
they elected,chcoir reverence and affent carricd 
away beyond the end they deligued, 1n fpite of 
thor inditpolition to it, climbing up this Syco* 
M»rc-trec ouly to fee F:\ſis have paſli.d thence to 
bc bis Proſelite and Convert, rcceiving him joy- 
fully into their Hearts, and clouſes. Other coms» 
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poſures of Devotion Kill loſe with nice pallats 
at ſecond reading, Acquaintance here (till en- 
deares, Familiarity breeds not Contempt but Re- 
verence. If we light of the ſenſe, we can't mils 
of truth, nor be deceived, except we deceive ony 
ſelver, by preſuming we underſtand it, when 
indeed we do not : Therctorc can't but prize a 
Book ſo comprehentive,which xnderſtood, makes 
It ſafe for us to ignore others as needlefie to Sal- 
vation, and which ignored, are inſufficient : It 
containing virtually all Divine Precepts, others 
ſcatteringly glean out of Humane Books: and 
our ſelves otherwiſe affected to find the world 
depreciated by him that cnjoyed all the de- 
lights and Glories of itz then when we meet 
with the ſame from ſome beggerly Cynick that - 
never taſted thoſe luſcious bewitching pleaſures, 
and need no greater Philoſephy to deſpiſe a 
World he judges of by the ſcanty ſhare, the nar- 
rowneſle of his condition allows him of the joys 
of it. When God affirms we cant be wiſe or 
happy, but by being good, nor avoid the greateſt 
Miſeries, but by eſchewing Evill, it works on us 
etherwilc than the ſame in Humane Authors, 
whoſe frailties make then obnoxious to miſtake , 
and capable to decerve : Unwiſe, unthank full they, 
and as well wrong themſelves asthe Scripture, 
who choole to rcad Gods word rather in any 
Byok than bis own, but much more, who make 
Divertiſments their Impediment: To gratihe their 
Fancy, more than their reaſon: deſpiſe, neglect 
reading this ( the beſt way to Julthe it« ſelf, 
& difabuſe them ) than which, ſcarce any thing 
Can 
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can be more prejudiciall, to a Book that necds 
to be but beedfully obſerved, and jufficiently nnder= 
flood to be bigbly reverenc'd. Thcir pleaſure 15 
ſo bewitching, ſo dear to them, that they like no- 
thing that would divorce, er divert their per- 
ſuit z whoſe pride, and lazinege dare plead 
Meltiplicity of weighty av:cations againlt the one 
thing neceſſary: The importanteſt imployments , 
are the Study, and Glory of God; and ſure they 
that pretend want of leiſure tor thcir neglcd of 
reading the Scripture, mult be able to givea rare 
account of all the portions of their Time, to make 
that paſſe for a Miſ1mployment of it, that is laid 
out towards the purchaſe of a Happy Eternity. 
He ever makes an ill Bargain chat gets Hell to 
Boot, who to gain ſo inconliderable a poſſeſſion 
as the whole world,ſhall part with his own foul. 
So earneſtly is it injoiged, that ſcarce any can 
think the neglc& of reading it no fault, fave 
thoſe that are guilty of it, becauſe ze pau 
zo good eoxcerning them. Their vitious (candalous 
lives make them deny the Scripture, tor fear of 
being obliged for mcer ſhame to live more con- 
formable to it. *Tis the Intereſt , not the Rezſon 
of thele guilty MalefaGors that makes them find 
fault with this Statx:e-Book, that finds fo much 
fault with them. Their Cenſures and irreligions 
expreſſions are as Apologies they judge nece(- 
ſary to palliate their fins, or as As ot Revenge 
for their being expoſcd in all their deformities. 
tothe Ee of the World, and of their own con« 
ſciences in the Bible, and do rather ſhew what 
they would hayc men believe of them, than 

C 3 what 
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what themfclves b*lieve.of the Scripture z by 
ſ-cming to ſhyht which they hope to have there 
vices imput-d rather toa Superiority of their 
Keaſon over that of others; than a Servitude of 
their Reaſon to their paſſion; when caft upon 
peruſcing 1t, they do itin ſoperverſe a manner, 
uns if they went to revenge themſclves on that 
nnwelcome opportunity: Their Obſervation is 
worſe than their Neglef&; They look intoit in- 
fidiouſly, not as Diſciples, but as ſpies, not to 
weigh the obligingnefſe, bur to quarrel at the 
uorcaſonablencfle, difficulty, impoſſibility of jts 
Injuntiions not to diredt their proffice, but tg 
excuſe their prevarieations; They contrive, not 
how they may comply with it, but how they 
may belt bend itto comport with them: They 
rebate its edge, or turn it only againſt ſuch of 
their corruptions as they have lealt kindneſle 
for: They weigh its Precepts with no other de+ 
fign but chat, of taking the ligbreſt, thoſe to 
which their conſtiturions, or other circumRtan» 
ees carry lealt repugnance : They come unto't, 
not.as toa Lew, but toa Merket, cheapen« what 
they b:it like, and leave the reft for otherCult= 
omers, 'vor will they take faith's word, that, 
ſoit is, unl fle:Reaſon will be her Surety, and (hew 
chem Sow. Protane Wretches ſtamp their own 
Image, and Superlcription on Gods Coinz Tor- 
tare'it to Tonfels that which was never in it, 
and -their own wits to pervert the Holy Serip- 
exres Expreſſions ro deliver their obſcene 
thoughts;A thing fo cafie, -as ulmoſt any- man 
bath chewvit to talk at their - Profione Rate, = 
= - opal | will 
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will but allow himſelf the ſawcy boldn. ſe , 
and Hellih Liberty co contemn, yea diretly and 
immediately to provoke God, by making him 
the Subje of their derifion , and ſport with 
that word he (o folemnly declares his mind by 
to Mankind, and which ſhall judge them at the 
laſt day. But conſidering perſons will ſcarce 
deem him a Fit, that will venter to be damned 
to be thought one or admire his plenty who 
cannot make an Entertainment without furni+ 
ſhing out the table with a Joby Boprift Head 3 
nor pleaſe the Fancy, witheut offending the Con- 
ſcience z nor ſay any thing well, but what is 11 
to ſay: Never uſing their Wits, but co gratitie 
their own or others Luſt, nor the Bible except in 
their Tavern-Sengs, only as anchovis, to-catice 
the company to drink the langer, inſtead of em- 
ploying their parts, in working for the San» 
uary, by cloathing excellent thaughts, in fuica» 
ble winning d the way to have their names 
written, at once in Heaven, and in the immor- 
tall leaves of Fame, proſtitute them to indite li+ 
centious irreligious ones, that argue more a de» 
prefſed ſoul, than an elevated Fancy: Afin foun- 
profitable, as ſcarce gets cheam'any thing but an 
il name among good men upon Earth, and a 
worſe place among bad menin Hell ; by making 
their Envy and Impiety {0 malicious and diſatereſt- 
ed , that they will endeavour to do religion harm 
though it be to do themſelves no good, and bave 
no excuſe of declining their conſcience in com- 
to their : Nor willthe highc 

favour of HIS and the being cricd 
4 up 
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up for a wit, ſo repair the puniſhment of pro- 
faneſs, but that its wretched ſufferers will tind 
but {mall ſatisfaRtion, in baying their uame 
celebratcd in other By-ks, while 'tis blotted out 
of that of LiF : And can't but think that wiſdom 
the greatctt folly, who to tempt praiſcs they 
ſeldom hear, provide themſelves Torments they 
ſhall ever fecl; and: that that pains and time ſpent 
iv ſtudying corrupt diſcourſes, was a hewing 
fc wcl for Hell flames, where they (hall be weep» 
ing and gnaſhing their Fecth, while they that 
be,. wiſe thall hyne as the brightn<flc of the Fir» 
Cv) Dan, arient, and they that turn mavy to righteouſ» 
12-3 micfle as the Stars tor cver and eyer( # ) 


By our 


Ine Ci. A Ticble portion we enjoyed of Gods mer- 


Wars, Cies, to mankind in generall, to the Chriſtian 


world in particular; our lines fallen in plcalant 
places: trom our Fathers will ip our mother» 
congue, we might take counſell as a man of hig 
fricnd: To us chicfly haye been commicted the 
Oracle sof Godzbut have been exerciſed with ſuch 
firange intermingled propidences, as is a Theam 
worthy the belt Hiforian Penand choycelt Chriſt- 
5an Meditation. We have had ſuch unexp. cd 
wopderfull appearances of a Divine Hand,own» 
ing , preſerviny, reſcuing Innocencgy in ſuch &+ 
mincnt Exigences,as Experience (cals that Pro» 
verb infallible, In the mount will be Lord be ſeen. 
Such xemarkable. eyents of mens vaia projets, 
Gods infnite eye @ piercing through all pre» 
tences, 25 Jatice hath requircd:no,other Accuſer 
than their awe Conſciences , 'brigging tg (OE 

; not» 
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( notwithſtanding all poſlible care uſed to the 
contraryyſuch private conſultations,contrivance 
and practices as cvince, there's nothing hid that 
ſhall not be known, but what is done in ſecret 
ſhall be publiſhed on the Houſe-top. How ſad 
the condition of theſe diſcompoſed dilacerated 
nations, what clancylar aQtings of Satans ma- 
chivals(who cared not toſet a whoie world on 
fire, inccrly to rot their own eggs by,and build 
themſelves moovuments of the Churches ruines ) 
how darcing the inſolencies and attempts of 
unſtable minds, a&tcd by the various and quoti- 
tidian condu@ ot changeable and dom«ſtical In» 
zerefts againſt our Moſes and Aarons, hath been ſo 
well known at home and abroad,as hath render- 
ed usa ſhame to our (elves and a Ludibrinum to 
the world? The untimely death of Princes, the 
frequent expirations and vicifſitudes of e» 
ſtates and Governments, ſervants ſet in great 
dignity, and the rich litting in low places, pere 
ſons of mean extraQion, Icaving their Cottages 
and dwclling in Kings Palaces, while Sover aignty 
forced to take up the L14ging of @ Crow: Reggars 
lifted from the Dunghil'to the Throxe, while Ma» 
Jef juſtled off, and not allowed the Liberty of 
a Subj<q: The dolefull carthquakes and con- 
cuſſions in Ch#-cb and State; the wild pernicious 
Opini-ns and horrid prattices among us, ſeemed 
aSif the ſcene of the ten Tribes was tranſlated 
info theſe Nitions, and we making haſt to be a 

Lo-rub:1mah, (wr \(urely 'twas through the wrath 

of 'be Lord of Hoſt, that our Lind was watered 


with bloud, (x ) And the People as the fewel (*/Eze-3- 
ys of 
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@1&#. of fire, noman ſparing his Brother; (y Ywhe? 


Wir was proclaimed in our Gates, and ou? 
mighty men awakened, and all the men of war 


(x)Joe.3. drew near and Rood up, ( z ) when our Corners 


% were turned into Fifer, our Dances into Mer- 
ebes, and our Banquets into want of Bread, our 


Livery-Gowns into Buf-Coats, our Switer of Gold ? 


into Glittering Armoxr;our Beavers into Helmets, 
and thoſe into a Myter, and Infallibility inſpired 
with the (ound of a Trumpet, the pride of the 
Cuphoard and the Fingers Glory into Soxldiers 
Salleries , and the price of Blood, our Walking- 
Stover into Halberts, our Girdles into Belts,and 
our Caſſsks into Coaty of Majl, our Stately ſtrwi- 
ares into Garriſons, our Dwelling Howſes into 
Priſons, our Temples into Stabler, Jakes,Places of 
Stemeb, and Filibineſſe, the Abomination of De- 
folation,ſtanding in the Holy place,and the Howſe 
of Praier a Den of Theeves : When our Pruning 
Hooks were beaten into Spears, and our Ployy- 
ſhares 1nto Swords, ſharpened, not among the 
Philiftines, but at Sion, which always makes it 
cut the keencſi. Woe, and Alas to (ach fad 


Encomalticks, when men engaged in Defigns 


not on intuition of their Lawfxineſſe, but Profir, 
and never enquired into Fax irs of the guar- 

rel but the rateof the pay: when there were 

ſuch Tigers and Fryars , as would rifle for 

drams of Silver, into the Bowels of their own 

Fleſb, and either K;l, or Die for a Pay's Wages 

Hewing down menlike Bratables, and but 

ing them like Oxcn, delaceing Gods Image asif 
it were but battering down 2 pointed Piinreo- 

pening 


' 
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pening the Conduits of life toguſh forth till 

the laft drop were their mirth 3 wounds their 

feats of AQtivity, bloud their Cordiall , cry+ 
ing groans their mulick, gaſftly faces their 
looking-glaſſes, ſhivering bones the reliques of 
their puiſſance, znd dead carcafles the emblems 
of their glorious Triumphs, when the noife of 
Drams and Trampets deafned our cars to the 
cries and groans of oppreſſed Safferers, and Re- 
gall Laws mult give place to private ones: When 
fate down to} meat we ſuſpeRed the intruſron of 
armed, uninvited gueft;;zand our next nights lod- 
ging to be in Priton, or out of our Beds, when 
we were rather Stewards than owners of our e+ 
fates, and had rather the Trowble than Ardvan- 
tege of theis Managery } when we firove to 
ſupplant, ſurprize, deltroy our nearcſt Friend, or 
Kinſman, and our bloud was poured out as duſt, 
and our Flcſh as the dung z ( a )) and widdows 
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encreaſed like the Sands of the Sea, ( b ) when G) Jer.»zs 


members of the ſame body carricd themſelves 
as if of a diftcrent world. They who once hy in 
one anothers boſome , could hardly endure to 
Rand in the fame feat, or join m the ſame Fa- 
mily Duty; praying with, and for one another 
before, now one againſt another : Diviſion of 
Hearts hindred the building of the new Ferx- 
ſatem, while contending about the Windows, 
we had almoſt loft the Foundation of the 
Churchz when pretence 'of inward SanQity in 
ſome , devoured their outward decency, and 
was ſuborn'd to legitimate thoſe praQices, the 
reallfolid one forbits and cexecrates3 and _ 
; ai 
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aid to be Honoured, and exalted by thoſe ways 
whereby men would think themſelves affronted 
& vilitizd, when faith was made ſubſervient to 
extinguiſh love, Charity baniſhed to fetch home 
truth, and a Coal from the Altar to ſet the 
Temple it {elf on fire : When our ſlighteſt pro» 
blems were writ in blood; Thouſands made na- 
ked to keep the ſurplice 'off a few mens 
Backs; pulling down Churches in diſplea- 
ſure at the Wintows : when our minute dif- 
ferences became quarrels, by diſputes raiſed a- 
bout a Pin, or Naile of the Temple, ſhook and 
endangered the whole Fabrick, z and robbed the 
Church of Fraternall Unity, the ſureſt Cement 
and Support : The Laws trampled upon, for 
the preſervation of Right, Fſtice violated for 
its own ſecurity, Oaths broken for the con- 
ſervation of Faith; The People oppreſſed for their 
Welfare, The Nation inthrall'd for its Liberty , 
forced to maintain Tyranny for its freedom. 
WhenChriſtian Religion at once was violated & 
defamed, not only her Precepts broken, but 
her ſelf aſperſt with the filthy conſequences of 
that diſobedicace brought in, to abett ſeditious 
practices: when men could ay Grace over the 
fouleſt Crimes, and conſccrate them to the 
uſe of a good c:ufe, when they ſhould have 
been: doing Gocs work, were hiding the Ba» 
byioniſh gacment; inticad of drivingNails into 
Gods Temple :o(enit, weredriving a wedge 
of Gold iato thu own Cofers : when neither 
the Command of G x, the Authority of Laws, 
the Luye of Pcacr, the Fear of War, the Sa- 
cred 
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cred UnQion, Royall Crown, nor Scepter it 
ſelf, could awe the bloudy inſolent Sword , 
ſecure and defend the Soveraign's Head: when 
men judged of the Fuftice by the Sweceſſe of 
their Attempts; and that their cauſe was ap- 
proved of God becauſe ' proſperows , when our 
Hands were embrewed in. our Neighbours 
bloud, Ambitious to be unjuſt Copquerors, and 
Honour ſought in war, which formerly was 
not to be Crown'd with boaſting Triumph : 
Be thou, Oh Charles ( the firlt ) added to our 
deplorable Trophies, who the Fortune of war 
cauſed to be eſteemed faulty, and was looked 
upon as a Crime in thee to be overcome. Our 
War was ( both a Sin and a Judgement ) like 
to ſwallow up the one, and Yidory the other, 
and the publick, ſtill ſure tobe a loſer: Far tor 
the Kingdom againlt the King 3 for bis Axtho» 


' rity againſt his Perſon: The Swera/7x arraigned 


before his Sabjetts : Majeſty it iclt accuſte of 
Treaſox, and barbarouſly ilain { with an Axe 
whetted at Rome,) that they. migizi fe.zs on 
his Inberitence3 let a Curtain theres vc drawn 
over our forrows , a veil over our ſhar::c. Fen 
did Royall Majefty deſcend into the duſt, aud the 
Glory, Peace, and Safety of the Nation with 
him. How then did all Lyaf! Hearts Throb 
and Tremble? How did all faces gather black- 
nefſe, that were not ſteeled with Rebellion , 
and Impudence? How did the whole Land fit 
as a widdow, deſolate,and forſaken? So that our 
very Vidtories were Tragicall, and our Triumphs 


mournfull, and the Conguerors with the Conguer- 
ed 
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td had cauſe to fit down in Tears 3 For the Al- 

eighty had called for a Sword agaivit us 
through all the Land, which cut off the right- 

eous with the wicked ; The dead bodics of his * 
ſervants were made bridges over ditches,and gi 

ven as: meat nnto the Fowls of Heaven, and the 
Fleſh of his Saints unto the: bealis of the Earth; 

their blood ſhed like water round about the 
Knmgdom, and none to bury them: So that we | 

were bccome a derifion to our neighbouring; * 
Nations, a By-word among the Heathens, a 

tevror to our ſelves; Troubled on cvery fide, 
without were fightings , within fears, and 

none had Peace or was fecure under his own 

Roof; but every Heart melted, and all hands 

were feeble, every ſpirit fainted, and all knees 

were as watcr becaulc of the ſpoilers rapine 3 

and a man was made an offender for a word, ' 

(c) 1h. («) and a Sword was ſharpened to make a 
*9-2)* ſore ſlaughter, and the Lord pleaded againſt as 
with blood, and with Fire, and” with Brim- 

ſtone, his fury was npon his face, and a great 

&) pR__ ſhaking in our Land: ( 4 )And yet the confu« 
Bac.2:, fed noilc of battcls, and wariiors, the ratling 
bt whecls, and of praunfing Horſes, the jumb» 

ling of Charriots, and ot the bright Sword, 

and glittering Spear, the multitude of ſlain, 

and the great number of carcaſlcs ( So that we 

(« )nah .z. {tumbled upon corps, ( e ) and upon' garmenis 
< 1? rowled in blood )( f )did notawaken us. As 
z. to many might it not be ſaid, we are a talk» 
ing, not a repenting People 3 it our tongues 
are better, {o are not our Hearts zour Bibles, 
our 
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our Pulpits have taught us little but a Scrip» 
ture Language, a SanQuary Phraſe; we repent 
in Adages, or ordinances only,not by ordering 
our feet; turn from one opinion to other 

rinciples, from one faction to another ſect, 
Lan who from his evill ways : we ſwim in 0- 
ther Scas, but like the Porcapixe, the change of 
water makesus not loſe our prickles; ſhift places 
but like Serpents , carry our poiſon with us 
whereever we creepy turn Proſelites, not ta 
God , but two-fold more the Children of 
wrath. Were ever ſo many Pulpits deſpiſed? 
{© many unregenerating, Sermons ? uamollify+ 
ing Le&ures? many watch over fouls, but how 
few win them? many Counſellors, but who ws 
a Father? Our Faith isa diſtraQtion, our re» 
pentance a contagion, a corruption. We talk 
much of the Goſpel, and reformation , but 
when ſhall we once be Evangclicall, and the 
ecformed Church ? We are gotten, we ſay, out 
of Agypt, but do we not carry Xgypt into Ce* 
n4an? and make the Land of promilc, a Land 
of provocation? Fled farther from Rome, and 
gone into Sodom? Left het corruption ia 
Doctrine, but kept thoſe in manners. Oh ſad 
ſeparation, for all the ground we bave left be- 
hind us, have we leftin the Red Seca, or in the 
Witdernefſe, or upon the Bank of Ferdex, ous 
evil ways? What reformation to be ſeen a- 
mongſt us but beating down Croſſes ? claſhing 
windows? demoliſhinga foat ? new placing 


-a communion Table? plucking off that abomu- 
'nabkc Rochet ? bewing of May-poke@ but hath 
this 
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this reformation cleanſed away fin are We 
made more morall than Turks? more pure than 
Infidells ? Is there not as much pride and cor 
vetouſne(G, cratt and pertidioulncſle, pcevith- 
neſſe and contention, as among Barbarians, and 
Scythians? And how did that hetle blood lettin 
others beil up in-ſcum, and rage ? we impatt» 
ently murmured- under thoſe burthens, our (10s 
prepared, - and other mens laid upon u>z and , 
diſclaimed 'Gods relief , 'by: indire& attcmpts' of 
our own yet took it very ill, thathe lett us to the 
Succeſſes of them, that he prolpcred not 
thoſe methods he had interdic:d, .aud made 
us Triumphant, not only over our enemies , 
but himſelf roo. We laid boundlefſe expect» 
ations upon the Juſtice of our cauſe, and as if 
we had cxrtemely obliged God by not bring 
Traytors, thought he wtooged us extremely 
that he made us not ViJors: we (cemcd to 
think Loyal'y witchcraft 3 that like a ſpcll it was 
able to keep us imvwulnerable, not only againlt our 
Emnemies,but our lelves; and fo countercharm all 
our Crimes, that they ſhould only be active to 
pleaſe not'to- hart us. How many: had little 
private Rebelions of their own, .even while they 
Oppoled the more pwblick ?-thatowed their zeal 
to their ſpleen?' and did not ſo much le thoſe 
they fought -for, as Hate: thoſe «they tought a- 
gainſt. . The profeſſion of Holincfle their ad- 
verſaries had put on, more averted theſe Liber- 
tines from them, than all their reall. Crimes ; 
Their proteſſing to advance the power of god- 
lincfle, aYazum'd them to contend, not for the 
liberty 
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liberty of their Country, but their La#,; (© 


could with no Juſtice expect a reputation, or 
ſucceſſe from that cauſe, which they at once 
Help't to defame and defeat: And the ſoberer 
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'tis to be ſuſpeted were inſpir'd more by the 


ſpirit ot oppoſition than of picty, from whorn 
the Litwrgy never had ſo much veneration, a$ 
when the Diretiory was ſet up againit it: A 
pervcrle kind of zcal or devotion, kindled only 
by Antip:riftaſis ( not of that pure flame which 


deſcends from Heaven ) excited by interdict , 
and deadned by invication. 
He then makes Civill wars to ceaſe, and ftil- 


ur 
peaceable 


By o 
leth the tumult of the people ( g )and returns 4 


our Peace, betore we had torfaken our fins 3 
As it he m.ant to try our /zgenwiry that we 
who had been ſo much worle than Beaſts un- 
der thoſe formet methods, and no ſtripes di- 
(ciplin'd us, might have this advautage 10 re- 
deem out credit, and be drawn with the t:r4s 
of a man. Atter the ſhedding of Royall Blord, 
to the ſhame and reproach of Reli7ion and the 
Natios , and perpctuall infamy of the AFors 
of it. He dilappotats our Anointed's Enmic; 
eonhdcnt Hopes; of tinding him among tz 
Siain, or Priſonerss and delivers Go1d Mr 
of their afflictive fears for his J-opardy, and 
of ever (ecing him on his Thtone; except he 
fwome to it in the blood of his Subjects; 
makes rcbellions Abſo/ons Executioner , our 
Lawfall Soveraigns SanRuary; provides him 
Satery & Favour in a ſtrange Land, And though 
the dangerous oppolitions of our ptoverations » 
D 
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inſolent by contending againſt Gods goodneſs, 
made it tar more realonable to look for a 
Hand upon the wall, writing a vilib'e irrecover- 
able (cntence of Extirpation, than tecrgtly and 
powerfully working deliverance behind it : 
When we had let our (clves in a Dcehance 
of his Judgement, hc layed as it were an Ame 
buſh ot mercy torus gave a Fidory without 
a war and ſurpriſed us with Safety by ſuch 
indilcernable ways, turning again our captive 
ty, that we were like them that dream ( b \He 
bowed the Hearts of England even as one man, 
o that they ſent this word to the King, re- 


turn thu, and all thy ſervants, that all the prople of 


the Land may rejoice, and 1he City may be at quiet, 
Jo the King 'returned, and the Nolles went to mcet 
and condu'i the Kings ( # ) He crcds his Thrine 
in as calm a manner, as was the Temple, 
without the noyle of Swords, Guns, Axes, 
and Hammers, when we had been (© long da- 
ſbing ro pieces one againſt another, and all 
things rceliag, and breaking into contulion , 
he compolcs and orders them as bctores E- 
very one fitting under his own Vince, and un- 
der his own Fig-tree, cating the fruits of his 
own Labours, and none to make him afraid, 
nor danger of Sequeſtration, but trom our own 
Luxury,or of being mocked into his Grave by 
Shews, and Pagantries of Juſtice that will but 
keep in the boundarics of known Laws. But 


" 'no {ooncr, is the Sceprer redeemed from Bond- 


age, and reſtored toits Maſter, but the whole 
Nation is made looſes Liccntigulneſſe 


by our peateable Settlement. 


invades the People 3 And we ſuffer ſmiling fu- 
rics, Luxury revcngeth weapons, and "4 
wips away war with a lazy peace; giddy head- 
ed Libcrty breaks its Reins, tutnes, waxes hot, 
burnes, and ſwelling with ſuccefle tramples 
on Ordinaxces with a profane Heel: in- 
fetcd we are with filthineſſe; and a debauch- 
cd company of Pcoplc are inhabitants of a 
dirty Sty. When he had made Peace with- 


in our Borders, and hll:d us with the finelt of ; pg. 


the Wheat; ( k ) our Late unbappineſſe not pres 4- 
ſent favour prevailed with us : for his bleſſings 
we rcjoiced, but grew rather wanton than 
thanktull; we entertained the change with a 
joy too profuſe, but not enough religious. We ſaw 
that great things were done for us, wherefore 
we were glad ; but did not ſo much conſider 


that the Lord bad done them; (1 ) and fo were 7 Phil. r2y. 


rather affc<ted with the rarity atid profitable» 7 
neſs, than mercy. and kindneſſe of the dif- 
penſation. Our tranſports were fuch as ex- 
hauited themſelves in their noiſe. We cx- 
pre 1N.d our joy in Bone-fires, and it yapoured 
away in the ſmoxc; there wanted that 
mixturc of Pie'y, Which (hould have fix:d 
that volatile p.fſion. Wc riorcd and Carfeited 
on his b'efſings, faſted our luſts on his fa- 
yours,diſhonourcd, ſpurned, kicked againit him! 
in the tace of all his bounties. The Oil of 
his mcrcy made us more nimble, and ative 
in feats of Impicty, and hiscreatures mighty 
to drink wine, and men of ſtrengech to mingle 


firong drink; (mx ) our requitall to him for com m 165.24; 
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poſing. our nationall inteſtine Broils, were to 
give Reins to our open Rebellion againtt Hea » 
venzfor reſtoring our Sove- aign to rilc up agaiult 
our G24;tor removing the Diſorders of Church and 


| $taie to bring them into our Hearts aud Lives; 


#7 *2m.r2, 
25, 


we put off not only Piry but Humanity, trom 
the moſt bcnigne purpolcs, extracted nothing 
but our owa milchicts, We were the poor» 
er for his Libcralities, and the worſer for his 
goodneſle. Our ſins by bciityg common , made 
us approve them by being ſuccclsfu'l 3. becauſe 
God kept lilent, we thought he was ſuch a 
oue as our ſelves (#) undervalued , or de+ 
nicd a Dictyz thinking nothing to be ſin, 
bue what hath puniſhment for itsconſecquept, 
no fruitin the Garden forbiddcn, it a flaming 
Sword (ccurc it not, 


Having chaſtiſed aud tried to reduce us 
by interior Inſtruments and Lictors among our 
ſelves; making one mans fin the punithment 
of another, as it he had the ſame jcalouhtic 
tor his Honour , which Foab had at tlic licge 
ot Ravab tor Davida, (o ) and feared to be. ri- 
val 'd in the Glory of our Ruinez He takes us 
into b;s own Hand, marks us out as he did 
Phara1h to be the Troplies of his own p.cu-s 
liar Vengeance, appearing lignally againlt us in 
all the dreadfull Solemnitier of an inraged E- 
nemy. Three years he waited ſeeking the fruit 
et his providences, and found none ; yea grant= 
ed one year mvre, tothe interceſſion of his own 
goodncile, To teftific then our ways did not 
picalc 


by or Forraign War. 
pleaſe him, he makes a Nation at peace with 


us, become our Enemy. ( p) Where it he de- ?Pro. ! 


livered us from their Fury, and proſpered our 
Forces with remarkable /xcs-ſſe, yet prevent» 
&d a Totall Vi&»ry over them as if he deſigned 
fo hold this Red over us, till we gave fome 
better proots of our bcingHumbled, and Refor- 
med by it; and that which coſt ſo much Bl:od 
and Treaſure, mult be accounted (as 'tis threat- 


6, 
T, 


ned q) a Fudzement for our abuſe of peace, gras. 


and incorrigibleneſſe under former Judge- 
ments: AS there's required for war a Larfwll 
Authority. a juſt Cauſe , and a right intention > 
ſo it muſt not be out of Hitrcd, but .with 8 
deſire to preſerve life in the heighth of Bat- 
tle. The liver of the vangu ſhe{are not whol> 
ly a the inercy of the Congueror, who had need 
to diftinguiſh well bertwcen a Cmnexeror and 
a Cut-throat vindicatve IWar , mutt be mode* 
rated, that a man be not a too ſevere righter 
of his ows injtrier; he ought to be (atisficd with 
the Vifory, and as much as may be, leave re- 
wvenge tO God, The principall Auibrs ought to 
be ſlain, and not the gener«lity which are 
drawn in to be Parties. yea kiling is allow'd, 
but only againſt obſt inate and deſperzte Adver= 
ſaries:Congut mult end} with the leaft dimige 
both of the Enemies and inhabitants; for the 
Community cannot be touched without the 
Hazard of many Innecents. 'Tis no little mi- 
{cry tobe neceſſitated by Arms to maintaig our 
own right, for we is the cxtream at ofvin» 
ditive Jaltice; not approveable to God, for 

D3 any 
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any other than a deſperate Remedy. As it is 
ſomctimes neceſſary, iv moſtly wnjwſt , always 
evill, and fighting 15 publick murder, 1t fo cou» 
Kituted that there 1s a culpable (cxuple in the 
cloſe, and any othcr end be propolcd beſides 
Peace. Fhcretore N ble Diſpſitwns have till 
ſh:-wed their propeutions to Peace (though 
Vitiors ) calling tor a ceflation of Arms (where- 
as neceſſity wrung it trom the ovcrmaſtered) 
letting paſſe no opportunity of making ſpare 
of blood, and have decmcd it an inlumane 
ernelly to ſhed it, where thy have not hiſt 
proffered fair conditions of Amity ; the Refw- 
Jall wheref is Julily- puniſhed with the Sword 


. of Revenge; or one drop more than that which 


y Fzek. 14. 
31. 


5 Joe. 23, 


was neceilary out of infolency, and blood- 
thixſtyncfle. Peftilence, and Famine frequently 
follow this ſore F#dgement. ( r )SIiugbter is not 
the only effct ot war, It deltroyes the lives 
of many , but blalts the joys and ſupports of 
more. The Land is the gardeu of Flew be- 
fore them, and behind them a deſolate wilder- 
nefſe - yea, and nothing ſhall eſcape them. ( 5) 
Ours was wzr upon war; Furraige upon eivill, 
not'againft ſtrangers, but Allyr; not with Pagans, 
Papifts, but Proteſtants 3 what will the Hea- 
thens ſay * what ever cither nationgains, Rel> 
ligion is hike to be 2 Lyſer. It may well 
break our hearts, that ſo many are deſtroyed, 
whom Chriſt purchaſed with his own blood, 
and the Ocean turned into a Red Sea, by thay 
of Iſael. Fitirry lies pot in the cauſe but in 
the God that owns it. Many a jt Buſinefle 
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is croſſed, for a puniſhment to the Agent. Gi C8 
people for the accxrſed thing, may be defeat. a 
by the Benjamites ( 2 ) and fly before the men « 14... 
of Ai.(v) Tis no ltrange thing to fee IJ& J«i.7. 
rael troubled by an Achan, or the Ark taken 
captive from off the thoulders of H»pni, and 
Phiness. It we waged war for reparation of 
publick wrongs, and its ground not only pot- 
licy, but relzzion, yet while fome had rather 
been deſtroyed by the Enemy than live to fce 
their Prince have the Hyunvur of ſaving, and 


| defending them, others 1trive to diſoblize and in* 
cenſe him to whoin we appealed, and ſeemed 
to enter prohibitions in Hez:ex againſt our de- 
fired enjoyment of ſucceſſe. By norriſhing our 


Laſts from whence cometh wars (w) We wjam.4.r. 
fourbt againſt our ſolver, put a Sword into 
; our Enemies Hands, and provoked God to de- 
g liroy us; as if our notorious hghting againſt 
f him by our Treſpaſſes, would oblige him to 
p right us, and that when our Holt goes forth 


- againſt our Enemy, we ought to keep to _ __ 
) every wicked thing. ( x) CN 
b 

, And leſt this alone ſhould not be phyſick 

B enough for our maledy, Comes forth a deltr»ying 

p Angell, pouring out off his full viol ſuch a 

IF Horrid Infection into our Ayr, as ſcarce we 

, orour Forefathers ever taſted of. Whilefſt bu- 

, ſhed againſt men Abroad, God takes us into his 

4 own hand at Home , and ſurprizes us with new 

n feares from himſelf by the noyſome peſtilence, 

o which Cut off, from one City, in Les than 
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pine months about 1ccooo Inhabitants, and 
Chaſed away more from their Habitations; S0 
that we had ſomething of a wilderneſs, ina 
City, Theftreets formerly Throng'd with ſtran- 
gers, now deſtitute of Neighbours; When tew 
to be met but ſuch, as logkt wan with gricf, 
fcar, or lickneſſc; when as many dead Carcaſſcy 
urryed along the {ircets ith* night, as living 
pcrions walkiug in the dayz Habitatjons made 
both Hoſpitails and Caarnell-houſes 3 where 
the fick without hope, tor want of Help, dic 
without Comfort, Conſume without Llaterr- 
xnent, or axe (Carry'd away without Sheet or 
Cothn ſave their Cloathes 3 Thrown by Hiun- 
ig ps, and not africnd following to 
hed a Tear at their Funcrall, except at a diſtance 
crying: pray Bury my Dead, when ſuch noylc of 
ells z Complaints tor loſs of tricnds z, The live- 
ing'labouring night aud day, ſcarce enoygh, and 
gBew ground muſt bce purchaled tu Bury the 
Peags Heapes upon Heapes. The mother per- 
1aps muſt Carry her Tegder Jntant tothe grave, 
the Hwband the wife of tis Boſume, and @ ncar- 
eſt Relation forc't to be both prigt and graves» 
map > {carce determinable whether the Drops 
that tel] from their taccs were the ſweat of their 
Browes, or Tears ot their Eycs. The prongs 
groaning tor Extrcmity of their paines, an 
Rejoycing exce<dingly it they could hnd the 
grayc. The ſound weping for the miſeries of 
the ſick Jonging tor d<liverance of their Fami- 
I; from the Burden of the fieth; ſome Eating 
facir Brrad with Qualing, aad drinking, with 
| Trem+- 
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Trembling and Carefullneſs, for fear *twould 
be their lalt, whilelt others periſhing for want 
ofite The fight of this weekes Bill, appearing 
to many, but as A Reprcive till the next 3 S 
that they had no Reſt, but the Lord gave them 
a Trembling Heart, and failing of Eyes, and 
ſorrow of mind, and their life did hang in doubt 


before them,and they feared day and night have- , ne. 2. 
ing no Aſſurance of their Life 3 ( y ) How then 65.66. 


did the City it ſolitary that was fall of people 3 
and became as a widdew that was great among 
the nations 3 ſhe wept ſore ja the night, and her 
tears were on her Cheekes; Among all her lo+ 
vers ſhe had none to Comtort her, all her 
friends had dealt treacherouſly with her, and by 
leaving her became her Enemy. Aud yetin 
our Blackeſt Bills,God writ but 5o for 100.Huw 
came it that our Houſes were not all difinbabited, 
or one wherein not one dead, That our City was 
not turn'd intoa very go/gotha, (and our helds 
into graves, ) for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwelt therein : For though Death ſurpriſed all 
Conditions, inall places, at all Times, in our 
ſtreets, at our Labour, in our ſleep, at our meat, 
in our Cloflets, alone, in Company, ſome in 
the very Act of fin, others dead before they 
thought themſclves lick, dreaming of nothing 
leſs than dying, the Bell Touling conſtantly, 
carrying, ſome of our Fellow-ſervants to Gods 
Bar, yet the moutbs of ſo many graves, the ſad 
Charrecters writ on our neighbours Dores, the 
fight of {@ manv Carcaſſes Death lead in Tri- 
þ | umph 
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umph beforc our own, did not preach us into 
Repentance, but even Extinguiſhed Hamanity, 
brought in a kind of Ferity and Barbarouſneſſe 
among us, rendering us vilinous to men, and 
Blaſphemous againtt God ; deſperate upon the 
proſpect of our dangery or preſumptuons on 
remedies, or Contemplation of our Eicape. 
The very greatneſs and Commonneſſe et our 
miſery, made us fo Garelcls, ftupid, ſeulſlefs, 
that we could fleep amidſt dying groans, 
dance amongſt graves, Revel at Funcralls, drink 
healths on Coſhns, be obſcene among the Dead, 
ſteal winding (ſheets out of the very Chambers 
ef death, Eating and drinking, (wearing and 
Rioting, marrying and giving in marriage, 
while the floud was {weeping nigh all away,and 
at the very pits brink thought not of death, but 
lived,as if by that Time all mortals were hurry'd 
out of the world, and that noue were left trand- 
ding there that ſhould taſt of death. Even in 
the height of it, we mis't not to be as Luxurious 
as we were able; and if {ome ot our Luſts were 
at all leſs Rageing, t'was only becauſe they 
were ltarved into a Little Tamene(s ; the ſup- 
plies and Conveniences cut off which ſhould 
maintain our Riot. Thoſe publick Humili- 
ations and Interceſſions recommended to the 
Country, 2s well by the Command of Autharity, 
as the Common diſtretſe, were caſt off without 
the ſubltration of either of thoſe motives ſo 
namindtull of the Afliftions of Joſeph, that 
we could not afford one day in amonth for a 
folemac Reflcion on th:m 3 and ſure we are 
not 
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not leſs wanting to our ſclves, than others in 
ſuch neglects; the othce being po leſs deſigned 
for Andote than Cure, to prevent a Judg- 
ment where it 15 not, as to Remove it where it 
155 and it we will neither deprecate on our Own 
behalt, nor Interc:de on others, we are as Im- 
provident, as uncharitable, and may juſtly ex- 
pet the tatall event ot bothz ſo that the Reſt of 
the men which were not killed by the plague, 
Repented not of their murders, nor ot their 
Fornications, nor of their Thcetts, nor of the 
works of their Hands. (z). 


This Judgment being thus forced to raiſc its 


z Rey. 28, 
I2, 


By the late 


Seige 3 at the Heeles of it marches devouring diſmal fire 


Flames. For ere the deltroying Angell ha 

finiſhed his work here, and was Ragcing in ma» 
ny parts of the nation, as though the Infeqed 
Ayre had been too, kind and partiall to us, and 
had only deltroy'd the vi/e and Refwſe, and 
ſpared the greateſf of the people As though the 
grave had (urfeited with our dead bodyes and 
was loth to goon in the execution ot Gods dif- 
pleaſure : He Impley'd a more furious Element 
which might in a more lively manner repreſent 
to us,the kindling and Continuing of his wrath 
againſt us which was Attended to a very Exce(- 
live Heat,that thus poured out it ſelte not only 
like (a) butin tire: Info ſtupendiousa manner 
deſolating the glory of oxr land, that no Humane 


of London. 
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fury could have procured or even wiſh't the like 


vatiation and Ruins ; and what neither For- 
yaign nor Domeſtick Encmies could in a ſuc+ 
. ccſſion 
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cefſion of many Ages effect, one blaſt of the 
bieath of his diſplcaſure who isa Conſuming 
fire, performed in a moment: Thoſe whom the 
King of Terrors frighted from their Habitati- 
ons, had not been long returned full of Re- 
ſolves toRedeem by double Dilligence,their loſs 
of Trades and Time, but adreadfull fire ceaſes 


upon our great Metropolis, defaces the Beauty * 


and ſplendor of England, wherles into flames 
that glorious mart of Trade, and covers 
that Queen of Cities with its aſhes, making her 
both Funerall pile and urne to her ſelf, Cons 
ſuming in 4 days above 33200 of our Houles, 
the price ot many years Labour, more wealth 
than an ordinary Arithmititian can numerate3 
with thole publick monuments and ornaments, 
wich had out-laſted the Injuries of many hun+ 
dred years , in the (pacc ot far; leſs hours. The 
detriment ſuſtained in our Civill intereſt, nothing 
but time and Experience can give a full eſtimate 
of. Its (ad Conſequences are unknown, clouded 
in its owne ſmoak 3 yet mult needs Caſt forth 
ſome of her Ruines, deſolations,want of Trade, 
and peverty upon the neighbou Towps and 
whole nation. A hre which began with that 
unexpected violence, and ſpread with thag 
Horror, and Rag'd with that Furie, and Con- 
tinued ſo long with that Irrefittable force 
eſtceeming Brick as ſtubble, ſtone as ſtraw, a 
Braſs as Kotten wood, that Laugh'd at the ſhake- 
ing of an Engine, and deſpiſed all Reſiſtancesin 
its way 3 that made the ſtreets to Boil like a pot, 
and the Hguſcs like a pot of oyntment ; that 
madg 
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madea path to ſhine after it, one would have 
thought it a Type at lealt of the wniverſal Confla- 
gration: fo tull of Dread and Aſtoniſhment, 
that nothing leſs than Hell flames can awaken 
him, who by it is not wrought upon to lye down 
in his ſhames, and his Confuſion to cover him 
becauſe God hath Covered the daughter of 
Sion with a Cloud, and calt down from Heaven 
unto the Earth the Beauty of Iſracl, arid 
Remembred not his foot-ſtool in the day of his 


Anger, (b) Laying in Aſhes ſuch a City, as I ex» bLagits 


pected not to ſee on this fide the Heavenly 
making our magnificent Temples, not Habitati» 
ons for owles, but Ruinous heapes, and ſpecta- 
cles of deſolation. Had only the ſcenes of our 
Luxury and fraud been deſtroyed, this might 
have ſeht us with more fervency to the places 
of our Devotion 3 and we might have frequented 
Gods bouſe the Better for being deſtitute of oxer 
own; but when theſe alſo are made parts of the 
Common licap, when our holy and beautitul 
houſes, where our fathers praiſcd him, are burnt 


with fre (c), *Tis a ſad Teſtimonial that our <1 64.18 


very Religion was provoking, that the pageant- 
like picty that we depoſited ia our Churches 
only to make a ſhew with on holy-days, fervcd 
only todehile thoſe holy placcs, and render them 
{o poluted.as required no lighter purgation than 
that of fre: Ot our comely hoſpitalls, ſtately 
halls and pallaces, nothing remaining, but 2 
ſtrange maſs and Labyrinth of naked ſtceples, 
ulele!ls Chymaies, fragments of Ragged walls, 
anudft heapes of tiones and Rubbiſh, 1n ſtead 
of 
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of ſweet ſmellsa ink ; burning for well ſct 
houſes, aſhes for Beauty, a {pirit of Heavineſs 
for the garment of praiſe. Yet while moſt were 
only Amaz'd and Terrified, others in Pcad of 
lettinggo, increaſed their fins uuder the Judg- 


. ment uſcing it asa Happy oppriznity to teal, 


- Job 1.16. 
17. 


« Obad.1r 3. 


7 1\9.9,10, 


While the Judg himliclt bctore their faces 
was doing Exccution, and were glad of Satan's 
Commuſſion ro carry away their neighbours 
goods, while the hire of God was falling upon 
them, (d) and entcrcd into the Houſes of his 
people to lay hands on their ſubſtance in the 
day of their calamity.(e) Their defigns of ad- 
vantages took all thoughts off their own turn- 
ing ; imploying them to gather up the Reliques 
of others Ruines 3; the ſpoylcs of a cominon 
wreck to increaſe or Repair the breaches of 
their own fortune; ſo they eſtccm'd it not as 
a Fuedgment, but kindneſs of Heaven, to advance 
their own private intereſt; and interpreted thoſe 
loud calls to repentance, invitations to cat, 
drink, and be merry; becauſe they had more 
goods layd up for them, And others turncd 
not to him that ſmote,becauſe they ſaw an ad- 
vantage ariſing from the blow, for they ſaid in 
the pride and {toutnels of their hearts, the 
bricks arc fallen down, but we will build with 
hewen ſtone, the Sycomores are cut down, but 
we will change them into cedars; (f)and nota 
few, in Requitall to God tor their preſeryation, 
evil intreated, yea raifed themlelves on thoſe 
whom God had calt down ; By their mercyleſs 
cruelty adding atfiction t@ the afflicted; oy 
Enclf 
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their rigorous exaction of rates for carriages, 
houſes, proviſion, and withholding contri- 
bution from them to whom it was given, bes» 
yond the laws. of reaſon, equity, conſcience, or 
common humanity : By thutting up their Bowellx 
againſt thoſe whom God had ſtrip: naked, they 
took away the ſheaf from the hungry, and cau(s 
ed the naked to lye without cloathing, that they 
had no covering in the cold : (o that men groan- 
ed from out of the City, and the foul of the 
needy cryecd out, yet they think God layeth it 
not to their charge. And thoſe compaſſions 
which the novelty at firit gave us ro ſufferers in 
this kind, ſeems now quite extin@ 3 ſo uncon= 
cern'd are we grown to every thing that 
touches us not in our individualls, as if we 
owned no relation to the ſpecies of man-kind, 
though backed alſo with that cloſer tye which 
the ſpiritual conſanguinity hath ſuperadded, 
Thoſe that eſcaped, had an equall ſhare in the 
procuring cauſe of the Judgment 3 their great 
Infentibleneſs oft what others groan under, is 
not only a dangerous ſ5mptome, but a probable 
means of drawing the |tke calamity on our ſelves 
when God fces we will juffer nuthing by way 
of c nſent aud ſimpathy, "tis but cqual we have 
our part iN a mor. direct and immediate intlis 
Ctionz and feel what we would not compaſ- 
ſionate. How tew eye the primary cfhcicnt, 
meritorious c,x/e, or mortihe rhe main incendi= 
ary but throw the delert off them(clves, on 
other perſons, or lucha party, whom they 
would punilb,if in Geds (tcad 3 as if they muſt 
nceds 
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needs diſpleaſe him, which doth themſelves: ſo 
tolling the guilt from one another, it remains 
among us all; none amending himſelf, while he 
expecas it only from thoſe, for whoſe ſake we 
ſay, this /evill is come upon us. What in+ 
duſtry (o ever hath been uſed to intitle the negli- 
gence or defignes of men unto our overthrow, 
yet ſure, never any Judgment had more Legible 
marks of Gods immediate hand ſuch as ſhew 
he meant to revenge the abuſe of his former gens» 
tle methods 3 that thoſe who would not be rc- 
formed by ſmaller correQtions, might find a 
Judgment worthy of God. By how much the 
more there is not an apparent author of ſo vaſt a 
ruine, by ſo much the more evident is the po- 
wer of his Almighty arm. Its rageing h recucls, 
quick diſpatch (a pariſh for every hour) ſpoiles, 
deſtructivencls, duration, time (when few 
friends at homc,and many encmics abroad ) day, 
and place it b:gan, drync(s of the ſeaſon, tiand- 
ing and increalc of the wind , irrefiftzblencfs 
even agaizlt it, and all other oppolitions, uns 
expccd ſtop, intatuation of the people, &c. are 
ſo many dreadfull remarkable evidences of divine 
wrath, 


£ wi talir fando temperet alachrymys. 


To what purpoſe do we rail againſt obſcure 
authours of our d.(truftion, fince our fins have 
ſprcad abroad the flames, and added nouriſh- 
ment fo their furious heat ? although extravas 


gant luſpicion make not many of us guilty, yo 
i 


by the fire in our Harbour. 


if we confe(s the truth, all had a hand therein, 
and we but a& againſt our ſelves, by complain- 
ing of what wedeſerved. Oh! England, thou 
long lince owed this Burnt ſacrifice to Heaven : 
nor ate thy crimes yet expiated 3 unleſs by good 
aQions thou cancell former pretermiffions, ig 
vain thou hopclt incenſed anger is appealed. ©, 


One would have thought our hive being burnt, By the fire 
the Bees our Lufts ſhould have been ſmothered in yurdour, 


the ſmoak; but in ſtead of that, they fly Hum+ 
ming about our ſtreets in far more numerous 
ſwartns than cyer. We ſtutnble at the old ſtone; 
burn our hngers in the former Flames; Run in- 
to the Peſt-bou(rs where we Catched our firſt 
plague (ore; fall a ſtealing when the brand- 
ing-l1on newly taken from our Hands: to 
Forgeriecs, fo foon as Come down from the 
pillory. Our fectning ſorrows of Repentance 
reltrain not future vitiouſneſs; but we defile 
our ſrlves with difclaimed Impurity ; we lick 
up that we had diſgorged; Soyl our Skit in 
the old puddle 3 with the Dog return tothe 
vomit, and with the .Sow that was waſhed to 
her wallowing in the Mite 3 we come Canker'd 
Mettle out of the furnace, and Leprous out of 
Jordan, This Judgment being defeated z he 
then Reaches the Rod out of his own hand, into 
our Enctmies. Such an infatuation falling, on 
our Sexztore, as they negleQed thoſe Counlels, 
obvious to the commoneſt perſon. His Provi- 
dence as well as our careleſucls, lets looſe that 
Belgick Lion upon us, to'enter into our very En» 
| E tralls, 


England eal'ed pony 
frals, and burn our ftrength in our own Harborz 
Expoſivg our Hoſes to be made our Shambies 
or Priſons: pulling down thole Brazen walls 
thab for more than a hundred year rendred 
us terrible and imprcgnable to all nations round 
about us : which judgmear, it mercy to ami» 
racle prevent not, is like tO prove but a prologue 
to a more fatal Tragedy. Thus ready to be 
firaitacd inall our Ilatcreſts; ſcarce poſhble for 
usSto flee any way but to him({lt; Impriſoned 
in our native Countrey, and Invironcd round 
by Inſulting fors, we were minded to ſurren» 
dcr owr Inſts (which provoked him to make 
war upon us) and oxr ſelves to him, that we 
night gain a Title to his Reſcur and Delive- 
rance. We called our Moſeſes to Improve their 
Fatcrefſt 3 we let down our A'lmes Baskct of re- 
pentance, looked out at our priſon- grates, and 
erycd, Lord remember tbe poor priſoners : He pity» 
&d, and took ccmpaſſion &c. aud as he paſſed 
by, dropped in an a/ms of mercy and dclive- 
fYance, When we ſtood upon the brink of de- 
liruRion, and ripe tor xuinc 3 when vengeance 
even knocked at our door, and the {word at 
our breaft, he hcld his hand, offered violence 
to his own jullicc, and callcd upon us, Txrs 
yee, tern yee, why will yee die! He put us once 
AO1Ic into the hands of our own counſel > (et 
life and dcatin, Blufſing and Curling betore us, 
yet to chute and mare our own tortune. We 
eannat have turgotten the tears, lolles, milchicts, 
Ot our late war, cipecially that dread, conſicr- 
Ration aud ſhame we were altccd with, when 
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by the fire in our Harbour. 


our enemies did diſtreſs us in oar very gates: 
But neither did we ſet our hearts to this alſo 
ne ſooner was the preſent ſmart and ſting of 
that judgment abated, but we began to caſt 
up new Trenches of {ccurity ; to fortitie our old 
Lults with thicker Rampants of a more Refo-» 
Juce impenitency 3 great Amazzment , fome 
Humiliation, but no amendment : we turnin- 
to a Temple, iuto a Cloflet, into a Counſel 
Chamber, turn to deviſe new platforms, but 
not from our cvil ways. We foon forgot the 
promiſes made in the day of our dittre(s ; our 
Devotion abatcd with our fears 3 and our pet 

ccaſed with his Rod: God no ſooner held his 
hand, but we held our tongue : He forbore plague» 
ing, and we forbore praying; and greedily a- 
gain fucked in the poyſon, we had only laid 
down while we were begging tor our lives. We 
ſoon grow weary of our own rt, and make 
war upon our own peace, and become cre! to 
our own mercies. AS if we were (o inamored 
of deflruttion, when prevented of it from onar 
Enemies abroad, we (by Duclls and divifions) 
ſeck it from one another, and find or make 
Enemies at bome : ASit wethought pablick peace 
intollerable, that when it is call upon us we 
are faincto take in private quarrels as our re(- 
cue from that dull quict, and court the utmott 
miſchiefs to avoid the oppreffion of the great» 
eſt happinefs. That we might be prepared if 
attempted by others, we try and exerciſe the 
AQs of war Cit we forget them) on our ſelves, 
We dread the reproach of yain Impotent men, 
\ EK 2 yer 
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yet confidently Incounter the anger of the orn» 
nipotent God. Thus perverſely do we coun+ 
termine his purpoſcs of kindncl;, and when 
he hath lecurcd us, lolictouſly teck to be de: 
livered from our latcty 3 proj. & new dangcrs, 
and dare his powcr with a yct harder Taske, 
the delivering us trom our ſelves as well as 
pur Enemies. 

Thus one Rod (wallowcd up another : And 
the Lord hath come with tircc and with his 
Chariots like a whirlc-wind, to render his An» 
ger with fury, and his Rebuke with flames of 
Firc; for by firc and by che 1word hath he 
pleaded with us, and the fliin of the Lord have 


. been many (g), Nor hath he been filent by ' 


Extraordinary admonitions, Bl 1zing $1475, and 
prodigies in nature, the uſual Tokens and Com- 
minations of his Anger, Trumpets and Inftrus 
ments of judgment, Portcnders, and Anticc» 
dents of mundane Cataftrophcs. He with whom 
it is free to do or forbear, uſually thus ſhakes 
his Rod before he tirikes a nation, threatens 
to try, and when iniquity abounds, by theſe 
fore-runners makes an owt-cry to Alarum us by 
repentance to meet him; (lo will avert the evil 
or provide it ſhall not b2 evil to us) who is 
marching on in fury attcr then z and that ſtcps 
not out of his ordinary road, betides the order 
of nature, but for ſpecial ends and detigns.To 


declare to. the world they are inſignthicanc, 


is tor caſt a vail upon the face of providence, 
to put out the cycs of moſt men living, and 
fo xaze the records of all paſt ages, and vu 


iz): 


by commtts and porerty. 
own experience, who have ſeen ang felt their; 


doubtful effec Rs.{ b, And although h- hath not hi>;,, 


therto ſcnt famine amongſt us , yet this calls as; 


loud becauſe fo deſcrved thoughat pretent not. 


inflicted. He gives us bread, that we may 4 
live to ſce our (elves miſcrable. Yea, there, 
'is much of famine jn oyr very plenty 3 with L- 


* - 


our ſtore of Corn, fo great a pationall po- \. 


verty if not occalioned by, accompanied with 
itz that he. ſccms to have over-bleſt ns with 
Abundance, and made us unhappy by his mer» 
cies; we want by having much, tulneſs of bread; 
1s our fin and puniſhment. Thus by all means 
manitctting himlc}t, he hath not left himſelf 
without witnc(s, but us without excuſe, who 
relitt all indcarments, and by kindneſs will. 
not be courted into Amendment we even pro» 
voke the day of the Lord, and inſult over his 
vengeance, and offend not withſtanding, nay the 
more tor lugh terrible judgments, as appale 
and (irike us into terror and con- 
fution : No ation was ever more fignallized 
by Gods gooducls, or its own perverlenels. Ii 
being hard to dutermine, ju which of theſe 
reſpects it is moſt eminent. - But we fiill A 
f;.& prodigies, take a kind of wanton joy in 
defeating his deſigns; aud as if we alpired to: 
ule miracles with him, have made owr retxrus 
as wwparralleld as bis mercy: and would ſtrive 
whether he ſhould be firſt weary of ſmiting, 
or we of Sinning. We look up to beaven wit 

as black Brows, and walk the Church with as 
Crooked feet as before. He that was filthy, is 
| E 3 hithy 
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filthy till. What Adulterer hath yct unclaſpt 
his hands with his curtezan? what drunkard 
hath drawn his lips from his intemperate cups? 
what proud perſon ſhifted himſclf from his 
fantaſtick garbs? what ſwearer latcht his tongue, 
or miſer opened his cofer ? what man given 
ro appetite hath '/pac a knife to his Throat ? 
or ſcoffer ceaſed to blaſpheme ? ſuch as obſerve 
us,- cannot conclude we are ſo modelt as to 
ſtick at 'ſaying the worſt we can think, or 
ſappreſs any thing as tov ill to be acted or 
ſpoken. And if our noon-day finners be fo 
unreformed 3 could we ſearch the blind corners, 
pry what the ancients do in the dark, and look 
throngh the hole of - the wall, what ſtrange 
chambers of imaginary, and creeping, things, 
and fourfooted beaſts, might be there diſcerned 
(t) ; how many black-nghted birds appearing 
upon the walls *'but what then is ſcen by the 
all-ſceing eye? The Times, the face of things 
turn, there are ſeveral variations and changes 
in humane affairs, -but not in humane attings, 
men are reſolved upon their paths, conſtant in 
their extravagances;z their necks are as Iron : 
They ſwcat and ride 'poſt in their waies, that 
an Ange! with a naked ſword ip his hand chn/ 
ſcarce make them give a check with the bri- 
dic; ſo degenerate we are, 'and habituated in 
vitious EGurfes, 'that if Enocb again walked 
with God 'upion-tarth, he ſhould ſcarce draw 
us to walk-after him; was Noab to preach 
over his -old 'notes, we would mock- at him, 
rather than'lifken co him y not-g man more' 

FE | would 
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would be ſaved, but leave him to ſhip imſelf 
and family only in the. Ark; was Ehjab 9. 
prophcſi: to this age, himſclt might be carricd 
up in a fiery charriot, but leave Abab and 


Aznrizh to plagues and vengeance : were Chriſt 


once more to take fleth on him, be might loo» 
ner be led agiin to be crucified, than crucihe 
our unmortified lives: The moſt pexvers mr 
obtinate Scrives and Phariſees, were never hards« 
licr to be couverted than we. Vice goes ſtrut» 
ting to and fro our ſtreets in its gaudy bras 
very, while deſpiſed 73rthe hangs her orgqpiog 
head 3 as if to make an open (hew of the {poi 
of goodneſs we lead our luſts in eriumph 
We ingroſſe and (ct up a Myepoly of vice, and 
have made this land the C#t-py-ſe Hull ofthe 
earth, the (ters of che whole world; as if 
Miſcreants were here met as at a gener; 
R2ndevouz. How have the flthy breams and 
Channels of all nations round about us, emp- 
tyed, and diſgorged themſrlyes in this comw-+ 
mon-ſhore of iniouity. we may here behold the 
old worlds oppreſſion the fulneſy of Breed and 
idleneſs of Sodom, the pride of Jerwſalemthe 
drunkenneſs of Holland; the Fininy of France ; the 
uncleanneſſe of Sp2inz the Iron yoak of Ez yp the 
Furnace of Babylon, &c, The land is covered 
with filth, and a dunghil lies at cach man's 
door, We are building upto ſugh a prodigious 
Jeight, the confuſed Bzbel of our own fin 
and guilt, that we ſcam to threaten heaven 
it ſelfy as if we meant to tnake war upon God 
fo inyade his territories, to pull kim off his 
E 4 thrane, 
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Throne, and preſcribe Laws to him for A+ . 


greement; our daring luſts bid bartcl to all the 
Artillery ofthe almighty, meet himin his Lou» 
deft thunder, and ventcr on deſtruction in its 
dreadfulleſt form; we love our fins, even when 
they threaten us ruine 3 and ſerye them afſidu+ 
ouſly, while they promiſe no other wages but 
uttcr.overthrow.Oh! what balm is there Gilead 
br this wound? what Jordan toclcanle this les 
procy? what can we prelagetrom cxecrablc cours 
{&but'a deſperate end? what do our monſtrous 
impieties, bur” ſbrEtell prodigious puniſhments? 
chat {1H will ar aſt rap us in hep fatal rope. 
Tt.nothing but bearing fruit will (ave this tigtree 
hat” Euthbcrs the ground, it is in great hazard 
{6 be cit down, and this kingdom in the broad 
Way, the high road "todceffruction. There may 

E (hitſhing mouktains, beating hills as chaft, 
Faria gt of Baſle, cutting aſunder Bary 

Ffron, giving pcople as dulj to the ſword 
ahd 45 driven ſtubble to the Spear, turning, 
Citics, into a Flcap, and Eden intq a wildcr- 
peſſe) Teyreping, away the valiant men, and 
auGfÞ; the Carcaſſcs of the dead to tall as the 
tyri3* throwing gown golden Candlelticks, 
and bringifg *a famine þoth of bread andof 
the word upon a Nation, that hath been full 
fed” With the ordinarices3 for there is na refor- 
Mation to preſcrbe a falling Church; to reſcue 
a periſhing Kifigdom. We have all reaſpn to ex- 
_ God ihould exert his power-as eminently 

gainft its, as hc hath done for us,, unleſſe per- 
haps that. hc (cf? that is not neceſſary fox 
% di 1, 0 4, * SS @ 0#5* o© - b& ow4 s our 
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our ruine. For indecd let him but land by, 
and not interpole his Omnipozexce for us, he 
may trult us to be his Executioners, our vices 
having a #aturall, as well as morsll efficacy to 
deſtroy us 3 and. we have cauſe to fear that's 
the reaſon of his ſeeming connivance, that he 
forbcars to ſtrike us, to give us up to thole 
more fatall wounds, we inflict on our fclves. 
'Tis not our inng «ncy that gives us impunity, 
but( more than probable) our incorrigibleneſſe 
that God gives us over, with a Why ſhould you 
be ſmitten any more? will not proſtitute his 
judgements but as the baſcſt of MalefaQtors, 
leaves us to the baſeit of Executioners, and 
let our iniquities become our ruine: the fe» 
verclit purpoſe God can entertain towards us, 


and to avert it our molt important concern. 


And oh ! that we who have ſo perverſly. re- 
ſiſted all the defigns of his love, would now 
try to deteat that of his anger , rob him of 
thoſe inteltine avengers within our own breaſts; 
(k) which not only provoke, but execute his xr, 
wrath, and make us more miſcrable than Hell 
it (elf could do without them. *'Tis more 
than time for us to (eck to eſcape from fo for. 
midable miſchiefs; O let us not contract one 
minutes -delay let's calt our ſelves at the feet 
ot our offended God, and beg that he will 
plcaſe to think us worthy his own correct- 
10nz that whatſoever we luffer from his hand, 
we may not (likes Hrrod ) be delivered upto 
the loathſome fortune of being devoured by 
our own putrifigation , but may fall wy = 

ands 
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hands of God, and not into the hands of mens 
at leafi, not of our (clves, who are more to be 

dreaded than all our other enemies. 
rable ofa Now Will Ifing to my well beloved, a ſong 
vineyard.! of my beloved touching his Vineyard; ( 1) [my 
-* **: beloved planted a Vineyard in a very fruitful 
Mar.t2. t, Hill] on which his paths dropt fatnefle. To 
; ſecure it from invation of Forraign Enemies, 
[ he fenced it ] with water. His Providence, 
and ProteQion ercompaſſed about, and hem+ 
ned it in ,as a garden encloled , appoinyng 
Salvation for walls and bulwarks. It's invin- 
cible ſtrength put deſpair intothe fainting Hearts 
of Forragia Monarchs , all their rage unable 
to bripg;: miſchief upon it;[ he gathered out 
the ſtones thereof ] throwing out the Heathen 
( m). Idolaters, or whatſoever might prove 
®= Pal.c4. ſnares, tumbling blocks to annoy, or hinder its 
2. fertill proſperityzdelivered it from Helliſh curſed 
conſpiracies of trayterous Papiſts, ( men 
of bloudy principles and practices, oh my 
ſoul, enter not thou into their ſecrets ) and 
placked it as a fire brand out of the fire. He 
{ planted it with the choyceſt Vine } richeſt 
« Pra, 16, Means, and ſuch excellent ones () as he 
' 3. choſe tobea ſpeciall people untv him, above 
Dev. 7. 6, all npon the face of the earch, (o ) and out 
of his ſpeciall love gave them Kings for their 
nurſing Fathers, and 'a Queen their nutfing- 
_ mother, (p ) To fpy andice what returns it 
23. © would make,andfor its Brxty and Strewth He 
{ built'a Tower 7 erected his worſhip | in 
14.527: rhe mid(t of- it, (q )g\ving ſuch frequent, plain, 


awakcuing | 
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by the parable of a Vineyard. $9 


awakening , vehement, alluring, paſſionate in- 
ſtruQons, invitations, pleadings, admonitions, 
promiſes ,threats,ſolicitations,cxpoltulations, & 
warnings by his watchmen,that every one was a» 
ſhamed not to owne Religion, or pretend Ip» 
norance of his duty, or deſpair of his reward, 
or to want obligations to bring forth much 
fruit. To diſtill the ſpirituall juice of grace 
which chears God and man, | He hewed out a 
wine-prefle in it ] making our plagues won- 
derfull, and us a Theatre of hisprovidences, 
mercies, judgements, and diſquieting prodi- 
dies. His Heralds having worn and wearied 
themſelves out of Breath,with crying, and dif- 
playing the Banner of Peace, he came himſelt in 
the herceneſſe of his wrath, with a flaming 
Sword in one hand, and a Beſome of de- 
ſtruction in the other 3 and he put on righte- 
ouſneſs as a brelt-plate, and a Helmet of Sal- 
vation upon his head, the garment of ven- 
geance for clothing, and was clad with zeal 
asa cloak(r ): for he called for a demeſtick E- 7 ** 
nemy to be the Hammer wherewith he might 

break us, for a Forraign nation to be the ar- 

rows ot his quiver wherewith he might 

cleave us, for deatb to he his ſyth to mow us 

down like graſs, for the fire tobe his glittering 

Sword wherewith he might terrifie and deſtroy 

us, plying us 10 clole with his judgements 

that the Land it ſelf moxrned for her houſes 

and inhabitants ( 5 ) who did not for them- * F943 
ſclves. And after ſo much coſt, pains, and 
means, I might well {look -that it ſhould 
bring 
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bring forth grapesz ] for though none cxpecta 
Vintage from a wilderneſſe, yet who plants a 
21 Cor. 9. Vineyard and cats not of the fruit thereol? (t ) 
7. Or 7 ant wheat and reaps only Tares? the earth 
gives ſeed to the ſower, the Harvelt-man ga- 
thereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with 
tus armes, the mower filleth his hand , and 

» Pl. 125, he that bindeth up ſheaves his boſome :( v ) 
** And in the nobler cultures of the mind, men 
juſtly expect of their Pupils that their men- 
ners attclt the diſcipline they have been under; 
His expetiation from it could not but be very 
high, there being no place under the Sun 
whom he hath more ſignallized as his own 
inumediate care, on whom the Divine Occouo- 
my hath more conſtantly, and evcn folici- 
toully attended in. all the variety of fcato- 
nable and powerfull applications; but {uch a 
ſtrange unhappy propriety there was in the 
(oil, that after all this culture, it produced 
nothing but{ wild grapes; Janſwercd all his care 
and kindneſſe in husbanding it, with an un» 
godly prodigeous wickedncfle. The plenti+ 
full Showers, : and Sun-bcams of his blcſling, 
drew from them the more hlthy tienchtul luſts, 
and .noyſome 'vapors of their corrupt lives. 
The: ſweet dews of, Hermon, made the Hill af 
$;on truittull only in unfruicfull works: whe- 
ther God {irike or {troak, the obftinate grow 


more rebellious; by correing, and untoward, 


by zndulgence 3; they, harden under the ſhjheof 
his; mercies, and hammering . of .his judge- 
ments z any - wind. will ſeyve- his turn that's: 

| | ſayling 
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(ayling to the Land of darknefſe. | And now 
Oh inhabitants of Loxdvn and in:n of England] 
I ſummon you into the Court of Conſcience , 
and arraign and plead againſt you, like a 
wronged plaintiffe at your own Bar. I im» 
pauncl no Fry, but your own conſciences, nor 
condemn you by auy other verdi#, but that out 
of your own mouths: Judge I pray you between 
me and my vineyard, to evince the equity of 
my proceedings; I refer the controverlic to a- 
ny rationall mans decifion 3 I appeal to your 
own Teſtimony ; be your felves Judges in 
your own caſc; tell me what your ſelves would 
do, if ſoſcrved as I havebeen, or | what 
could have been done more for my Vineyard 
that 1 have not done: | Indeed God can do 


more i!:,n he dothor will do he is not bound 
tou 4! he can, andif he did, he could not 
b- 1'/t;, but doth all in number weigh 
aw! 11. fare, 45 pleaſes him, and (ſcemis molt 
agrcc i!» tothat infinite eternall wildoin that 


govcii ind regulates all his Actions. He can 0+ 
verturn the order of nature, cnlighten the 
world without a San, and command corn to 
ſpring foxtli ot the carch tor the ule of man, 
without plowing, ſowing, Sun, or ſhowers , 
with as much caſe as he upholds ſecond cau- 
{cs jig an ability to produce thoſe cfie&s; bur 
hc ordinarily wil! z t; the eltabliſhed order of 
nature, is the orb whercin his power moves. 
He hath chofcn and pitched on this way ot 
governing and maintaining the world by the 
nunittery and Agency of tecond cauſes, with- 
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out which he ſeldom works, even miracles t5 
ive an allay to meer and pure omnipotency;z 
s) he carries on his work in a way of wif- 
dom, tempers his omnipotency according to 
the nature and neceflitics of man; puts forth 
fo much of an omoipotent power, as ſerves 
to bring about his own ends, and uſes itin 
ſuch a manner & not ordinarily to over-power 
his creature by irrcſiſtab'e torcc, nor ſhew any 
more of his omnipotency than the condition 
of man-kind requircs. He had done all for it 
that he could ſuitable to the Law of Humane 
nature, wherein he hath eſtabliſhed ſuch a li- 
berty of will, as is ſteered by the compaſle of 
reaſon, managed by the force of morall Argu- 
ments and inducements; not hailing in chains 
of violence, or dragging forecably as ſlaves, 
but drawing by the Bands of a man, and cord: 
of Love, he works in ſuch a manner-as is fit 
reaſonable ſouls, by overpowering our 
— with ſuch clear convictions of the 
auty , exccllencic , and neceſſity of Divine 
things, as may ina manner ſweetly and gent- 
Iy raviſh our wills into the embraces of them; 
not by any force of coercion, but of perſwaſion 
and conviction, and by the ſame principles in 
man that the devill did with his firſt tempta» 
tion, felf-love, and felf-intereſt, a dcfire of 
preferment and bettcring our condition. ( x ) 
The grace of God was nevcr intended to ſuper = 


ſede but enconrage mens endeavours; ſo that if 


we be not ſaved we may thank our ſelves; 'tis 
not becauſe he doth not vouchſafe us a ſwf- 
ficieney 
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9 ficiency of grace for that end, bat becauſe we abuſe 

y3 the liberty of our wills in hardening our (elves 

(. againſt that grace that is tendered to us; boul- 

to ting and fortifyingo ur Hcarts,8 making them 

th impreguable againſt all his aflaults. He that 

= ſhews a man that precipice upon whoſe brink 

"li he ſtands, that entreats, importunes , nay, 

op bribes him with the greateſt rewards, to re- 

ny tire from danger, and chuſe ſafety, hath done 

"oc all that can be expected froma friend, or cha- 

i0 ritable man -3 and if after all, the wret- 

ot ched perſon fo adviſed ſhall caft himſelf 

k. headlong upon ruine, no inqueſt ſurely would 

of return his murdcr in any other form than Fe- 

_ L»-de-ſe. He had done fo much for them as 
bn were proper , and abundantly ſufficient to 

s have wrought repentance in the moſt obſti- 
ty nate> but yet ſucceſſe and efticacy anſwered 

tie not the ſufhciency and probability ot the means. 

ious Now hear O Hoſe of England, are not my 
he waycs equall? are not your ways uncqual!? (y) 7. 
on Have not I wooed thee with tears of love? 
by wreitled by my Ambaſſadors? trained thee up 
_—_ in the ſchool of my providences ? ſent thee to 
Nw it witha rod at thy back, a Garland over thy 
yt Head; uſcing there all means to learn thee 
_ righccouſndle; trying ſmiles and frowns, 
of Courting with all the Arguments drawn from 
x) the topicks of promiſes, and threatnings , 
p.  Judgements,and mercieswaiting with unwearied 

- if Patience all the day .long have I ſtretched forth 
is my *hands unto a rebellious and gainſaying peo- ——_— 


,f- He (=) And if the day be not long enough 
1 hay 


? 21, 
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I have ſtood till my head hath been filled with 
Dew, and my Locks with the drops of the 
night. (4 )) How- many plailters have been 
« Can.5. 2, laid upon our ſores, yet the Ulcer as bad as c- n 
ver? How many Miniſters Heart-ſtrings have 0 
been broken, and ſcut into their graves with b 
our impenitency, to afflict thur dying ſpirits? if 
We weary God with cxpectation; the eye of d 


Heaven akes to fee this nation humbled. We if 
hear many clocks ltrike, yet do not believe P 
it 


that the hour is yet corac that we ſhould fall 
to our work, All the JW/.tchmen upon the 


walls cannot give us warning. All theglouds a 
of Heaven gathered together, cannot \ water b 
our dry nan All the Hammers of the {c 
Temple ſtriking in thcir order, caunot break I; 
our {tony-Hearts. The whole Colledge of F 
Phyſicians cannot cure us; Myriads of t 
Preachers, that have been iv this N# " 
tion have not been able yet to convert us. ſi 
We come away dry from the purcli ſprings 3 | 
poor from the richclk Mines, unregencrate Ti 
from the molt ſoullaving Fathers. If the pre- hq 
ſence of one Minifter contemn'd will make tc 
men one day know and feel that there hath on 
bEx:k.2.5, been a Prophet among themz(b) what a B 
judgement doth this Nation ly under, for vilify- "_ 
and nullifying ſo many feraphicall Sermans. h 
Whole Nineveb turn penitent by one Fonab, A 
and the cry of one days journey, but the zeal of wr 
many Teachers, and Gods patience for many s 


years, leave us impenitent. |- And now go tooy 
I will tell you what 1 will do to my vine- 


yard] 


.xelidence is limited to thoſe who own thums« 


by the, parable of 8 Vineyard. 


65 


yard ](ceing it hath defeated all my attempts of 


mercy, vanquiſhed all the ſtratagems of my 
love, frultrated all my expcRations,| I will take 
away the hedge thereot,and it (hall be eaten up, 
& I will break down the wallsthereof,8 it ſhall 
be troden down, |] and deſtroyed by Hoſtile inva- 
fion3 for I will leave off to help, ſuccour, and 
defcud it, and lay it opento the rage,and fury of 
its enemicslo that all that paſſe by the way ſhall 
pluck it, the Boare out of the wood (hall walt 
it, and the wild beaſt of the held devour it 
(e): [ And I will lay it waſt | turning it from 
a Vineyard into a dcſart, without any inha- 
bitants: | It ſhall not be pruned, nor digged,] 
ſecing my former husbanding is was but loſt 
Iabor , and coſt calt away, I will hold my 
Hand; and | there (hall come up briers and 
therns3 | It thall be overgrown with Idola- 
fry, ſuperſtition, errors, abominations, and 
luch noxious weeds. Its very root alſo ſhall 
wither; it thall be no more — 
refreſhed by my Miniſters, whoſe DeGtrine 
uſed to drop and diltill onit as the Dew; 
for | I will command the Clouds that they 
raine no more upon it: | Howl for her, take 
Balm for her pain, if ſo be ſhe may be healed; 
we. would have healed her, but ſhe is not 
healed; Forſake her, and let us go every one 
to his own place, tor her judgement reachettr 
unto Heaven, and is hfted up even unto the 
$kies: (d ) Gods promiſe ot cobabiting and 


(clyes his people 3 therefore, when ſo many of 
os 


*P(,30.14, 


d Je. 51.9, 
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"Us have openly renounced that relation we 


cannot juſtly expc& the blcfſing appendanrt 
to it, that he thould longer rekde among 
thoſe, who ſo avowedly diſclaim him. And 
though this ſcem toſome no tormidable thing, 
God's withdrawing himſelf, is but agreeable 
to their wiſhes, a kind of quitting the held 
tothem, and (o rather matter of complacency 
than regre:z but there's another preſence of 
God that will infallibly ſuccced this: When 
he removes that of his grace, 'tis to make way 
for that of his axger, and we ſhall know the 
God of Iſrael is among us by bis plagwes 3( e) 
And like the damned in Hell, diſcern his pre- 


ſence only in the punitive effects of it , and read, 


his nearneſsin our ſufferings. And thoſe that 


have molt deſpiſed or loathed the ſott breathings ' 


of his word and ſpirit, ſhall find it yet harder 
to endure the whirlwinds of his wrath , which 
will ſnatch from us thoſe ſecular advantages, 
for whoſe purſuit we have neglected the bet- 
terpartz(Ff) And leave us as little of world- 
ly enjoyments, as we delired to have of (pi- 
rituah. | For the Vineyard of the Lord of 
Hoſt, is thc houſe of England, and the men 


of London his pleaſant plant. And he looked |: 


for judgement, but behold oppreſſion , for 
righteouſnefſe , but behold a cry | nothing 
bur fraud , and force pinching , and biting 
fupplanting, and circumventing} 'proſecuting , 
and perſecuting; gloſling, and vamiſhing; ſuk 
fiſttcating, and adulterating 5 lengthning, 
and ſpinning, out ſuites and quarrels 3 —_ 
| i 
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fall decrees in the Court of Conſct- 
ence, and horrid otders in the Courts of 
Juſtice 3 as if. opprefſion and tyranny were 2 
trade, and the Poets Tron-age, atipe of owrs- 
O where ſhall the wronged ſeck for relicf s 
or the innocent find a bar of Juſtice? 'twould 
perplex one to think how many writs are fl'd, 
records cntred , bills preferred, Judgments 
and executions paſſed 3 how ney regiments 
there are of Serjeants, and Baylifls, how ma- 
ny brigades of Attornices, and Counfellsin this 
little Kingdom? were not violence predomi- 
nant, what need there be called in fo many 
neceſſary Agents to reſtrain it? were not the 
houſe ruinous, what need of fo many Maſter- 
workmen tO repair it ? O! when will the whip 
depart out of the Kingdom? when will the 
wild beaſts teeth fall out of theit heads ? when 
will the hammers leave beating ? when will 
the Milſtones leave grinding? when will re» 
pentance ſo reduce us to equity, that there 
nced neither Tribunall to rectifie injuries, 
nor Pulpit to touch conſcicnces for extortion? 
How can a man defire God to remove 
Judgements, when he removes Land-marks ? 
ot to caſt away his rod, when himſelf chaſtiſes 
with Scorpions? or to have a taſte of free 
mercy , when he cats the bread of others with- 
out money ? ſhall he _ with his Bears 
teeth in his head? or his Lions $skin upon 
his back? 'Tis in vain to ſigh for compaſſion, 
where the ſighs of the poor ety for venge- 
anicc 3 Of think to pacific God ; till he bach 

F 3 pacified 
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pacified the world; or to look up to Heaven 


tor pardon, till cured of his blood-ſhotten 
eyes, orto ſtrike his hands for 'mercy, till he 
hath quit them of violence. *Tis much men 
can take their nights reſt, for they lay them- 
ſclves down upon clothes layd to pledgez( g ) 
6r'''joy in their dwellings, for their ſtones 
are heweh outof a rough quarrey; their hou- 
., fes are built by unrighteouſneſſe, and their 

h [e..22.x4 Chambers by wrongz(b ) or that they can 
walk the ſtreets, the crycs of the oppreſſed 

are (o ſhrill againit them, chat they can eat 

their mcat, when they tind ſo much ſtrange 

Meſh in the Caldron, or comtortably enjoy 

enjoy thr eſtates, when they know by what 

an Abab's evidence they hold the Vineyard; 

that they can make their wills, when they feel 

on their death-beds they are but to give away 

Il gotten goods' for legacies, O how many 

ſeek places to ſuck the veins of the people? 

buy Offices, to ſhark upon the Nation ? Turn 
Intormers, Premoters, waiters, {carcicrs , not 

ro diſcover, but to diftill; not to puniſh, but 

to prey upon ertors? fo many wild beaſts, 

ar ravenous Serpents rang, that one would 

think this Land were the forrelt of Fygers, 

and dragon:; Men enjoying preys with as 

much inward fatisfaction as Birtb-rights , and 
poſſeſſing: riftes 'with as quiet a conſcience as 


g Mic, 2.8. 


juſt (earnings. - Digging of pits, taking up all * 


with che angle, {wallowing people alive as 
the grave, /cnjoying fruit without money; 
breaking the arms of the Fatherlcfs, atfli&- 
mg. Gods hentage. Agyprs Iron furnace is c- 


Ven 
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Fel ven amongſt us. How many roaring Lyons, 
ett and Wolves of the evening, deyouring with 
he | ſuch fury, that they leave not.the bones till the 
en' morrow? Some. with Felix griping for bribcs; 
m- others with Nas require mens right cyecs to 
g) condeſeend to a peace; ſome with Fezabell's 
nes Fudger proneuncing ſentence 'of dearth upon 
ou- 2 framed information 3 others running )gree» 
er. dily after the crror of Balam fpr xeward: Should 
can men demand according to Gods Law (5) itx.ur. 24. 
Id; hand for hand, what a diſmembred Nation 
eat ' would there be? how many houſes and c- 
ge A4tates are buile with crying ftones? Cement- 
Jo) ed with bloudy mortcr? | Grounſclled with 
hat © qamages? Roofed with ' detriments? Plai- 
| ſtered with the brains of widdowsg?Hung with 
feel the skins of Orphans? that keep a ſhamblcs 
/ay - of butchers mear,& have their caldrons boyls 
ny ing with the limbs and quarters of the poor, 
le chopt in pieces with their cleavers? people 
urn” generally will (carce take natice of. their cru- 
not elty, or feel their rough bands, much leſle 
but take away the erimes, or turn: from the vio» 
ſts, lence of their;;hands: Inſtead of cmptying 
uld their houſes of preys, cleanſing theis cliatey 
15, from injuſtice, jand calting. away ' their-ill= 
as gotten goodspyex their neighbours threſholds, 
ind they will finger .,morc, ſnatch at the reſt, 
' as and make a perf rifle of the remainder. 
all * Do you this requite the Lord, Q fooliſh peo- 
as - and unwiſe ? Is not he thy Fathers that 
ath bought thee ? hath he not made thee, 
aA- gnd cabliſhed thee, and divided thee thine 
F 2 inabc» 
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inheritance? Remember the dais of 61d, con- 
cerning the years' of many generations : Ask 
'thy - hay and they ſhall tell thee what de- 
Hverances he trath wrought for thee; and 
how he kept thee'as the apple of his eye 3 and 
was thy rock and mighty deliverer, when the 
$ea overwhelmed thy enemics; Heaven even 
bowed down unto thee, and under its pro- 
teion thou wentett as under a canopy of 


Stare, He made thet to ride on the high pla- ' 


cs of the carth , that thou mighteſt eat the en» 
creaſe of the field; the fat of lambs; and of 
the kidneys of wheat, and of a land flow- 
ing with-milk' and- honey ; and thou didſt cat 
the pure blood of the grape. (k ) But thou 
forſookſt God that made thee, and lightly 'e> 
ſieemedſt the tock of -thy falvation. Oh uns» 
kind people ! were it a nation I had not been 
acquainted 'with, had it-bcen an'eemy, I could 
have born the affronts you put por mez* but, 
what you my fomiliar ? what-thon my font 
is this thy' kindneſſe to thy + frrend?” haſt thou 
no bowels to ſpurn- againſt, but b& that yearns 
d- 'compaſſion - no- breeſts to'ſhoot' at but his 
that 'burns' in/'afitGion cowards thee? Aro 
tiou- reſolyed-- to ''make God to ſerve with 
hy fins? His: providence #0 be a purvey- 
&- 0 thy Lats ?''-2 Chamberimid: to thy 
pride'?'  # Cupbedrer to thy' thtemperance ? 
7 Groom th thy luxurigus defires?' and 
divine paticrwe to! Lacque it", ro Tun! fill-at 
thy hecles?'tobe a ſinning ſock, 2 pack horſe 
fox- impenitent ſoules : loading}, -and-- forcing 
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him to cry out, Ab ! Iwillezſe me of mine adver- 
ſaries ? will you extract the ranke(t poyſon from 
the moſt ſoveraign cordiall? and kindle hell out 
of a ſparkc of heaven? will you nurſe the brats 
of your luſts, at the breaſts of divine bounty ? 
while he is ſmiling upon you, ſpit in his face ? 
and be ftickung daggers in his heart, while 
opened to let you in? do you ſpend the time 
of your reprieve, in plotting treaſon againt 
your foveraign, in forging weapons againſt 
him, who ſtands beckoming to you at the gate, 
of his promiſes? why throw you the plaſter the 
phylician offers, in his face ? and fling out of 
the armes of mercy ? {corning, trampling her 
invitations under foot, that ſcts out, purſues,and 
overtakes you, ſpreads all her treaſures at your 
feet, and on her knees intreatcs you to return 
and live? do you nawſeate your preſent ſtate? and / 
deſire a change? are you fatiated with comforts? © 
and ſick of happineſs? do you loath maunahand 
grow weary of your welfare? have you dwelt 
lolong, in Canaan,that you know not the worth 
of a land of promiſe? do you all you can to grieve 
providence? and to cxaſperate a bleſſing God,to 
make gapsin your own hedge ? to pluck down 
the ſticks of your own neſt ? to drive him away 
from watching over you ? and force him that 
hath thus long dwclt among you, to turn his 
back upon you, and to leave your coaſt with 
diſtaſt and diſpleaſure? and invite in, the de- 
ſiroyer ? Is this the way to preſerve bleſſings, 
or to waſt them ? and to compel thoſe mercies 
toforſake you, that you would be glad with 
F 4 wring- 
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wringfng hands, to recall and regain? wretches, 

I might have ſhut you up in the dungeon of de- 
ſperation, with the filly heathens groaping in 
darkneſs, without the way, the truth, and the 

life, no man comes unto me, but by him, nei- 

7 Jeb.14.6, ther is their ſalvation in any other([):How be it 
—_—_— I ſent unto yon all my ſervants the prophets, 
riſing up early and ſending them; fo famous 
that you might well queſtion whether you had 
Angells, or men to preach unto you, and more 
truly (ay, than the people of Lyra, that Ged was 
come down unto you in the likeneſs of men : Here 
one ſpeaks like an orator, there another like a 
Logician 3 Here one by rhetorick endeavours to 
charme and per{ſwade, there ancther, by rea- 
ſon to convince 3, here one ſhewes an Almighty 
arme to fave, there another his hand to 
reveng > here one comes with teares and 
terrours, there another with tokens of love and 
kindneſs 3 here one offers an arke to ſach asde- 
firc'falvation, there another raines down floods 
of curſcs upon retufers of it : Theſe lights ſpend 
their awn'oyle to light you to Heaven ; and like 
filk-wormes ſpin out their own bowels to cloath 
you with the garment of Righteouſneſs 3 and 
toe they are qnto you; but as a very lovely ſong, 
of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
well on an inſtrument for you hear my words, 
but you will not do them; You were till 
falking againſt them by the walls, and in the 
dores of the Houſes; and ſpake one to another 
ſaying, come I pray you and hear, what will 
this Babler fay ? you were reddier to lay a ſnare 
| - for 
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for him that reproveth in the gate (m) than to 
doubt of any ſnare coming upon your ſelves. 
Princes write ſuch crimcs,as conterhpt and abuſe 
of their ambaſſadours,'n the blood ot the guilty, 
unleſs where an arm of power is wanting t9 
weild the ſword of juſtice, becauſe it reflects on » 
him that ſends them (=) 3 Jer»ſalem ton'd the 
prophets ſo long, till ſhe had not one ſtone left 
upon another; they mocked the meſſengers of 
God, and miſuſed his prophets, till there was 
no remedy 3; and when this cometh to pals, (10 
it will come) then ſhall you know that a pro- Le 
phet hath been among you (9): wheretore my tu» ge. 0-J0s 
ry and mine anger was poured forth, and was 
kindled in the Towns of England, and'in 
the ſtreets of London, and they are waſted and 
deſolate as at this day : for I ſent among you the 
peſtilence after the manner of Egypt 3 your 
young men have ſlain with the (word 3 Ihave 
overthrown ſoine of you, as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and you were as fire- 
brands pluckt out the burning, yet have you 
not returned unto me faith the Lordz (p) you y Am.4.n 
make a mock at Heaven, and flight, and con- ** 
temn that power that ſtrikes you*, by continu- 
ing in fin under Judgment; and put the great- 
eſt affront and indignity upon God, and all his 
attributes : carring his 7#dgments in triumph, and 
hauling them at the chariot-wheels of yourImpe- 
nitency zyou prochim toall the world, you have 
conquered the Lord of Hoſt, defeated his power, 
_—_— his vengeance, ſtood out the ſeige 
and thock of his omnipotent fury, daring Hea- 
| ven 


w 1.29.22 


Lu.19. 


9 Job.z8.3 
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ven to do its worſt upon you,and charge thorow 
whole ſquadrons and troops of divine threat- 
nings avd Judgments3 telling him you are re- 
felved to thelter his encmy, to interpoſe your 
own breaſts as ſhields between his ſword and 
your luſts, and. to make your houſes and hearts 
their ſanAuary and refuge, mauger all his re- 
venges ? O deſperate ſoules! do you provoke 
the Lord to Jealouſie ? are you ſtronger than he ? 
do = fling down the gantlet to ornnipotency ? 
and challenge him into the held, that can cafily 
vindicate himſelf in your confuſion ? againil 
whom no rebellion can be longer proſpe= 


* rous than he willingly permits ? Come ſinner, 


| wn up now thy Loynes like a man, for I will 
emand of thee in Gods name, and anſwer thou 
me(g): Canſt thou lift up thy voice to the clouds? 
or haſt thou an arm as long as Gods ? art thou 
able to wreſt the ſword out of his hands ? and 
make infinite vengeance fly before thee ? canlt 
thou ſtand the ſhock of his fury, and bandy 
back his thunder-bolts? and incounter the vio- 


+» » lent torrent of his indignation ? O prodigious 
 . + folly ! to contend with one that can look thee 


into attames, beckon thee into ruine, wink thee 
into nothing, point thee intodeſiruQion, and 
kill thee with a ſingle frown. Tis your ſins have 
made havock of the church and ſtate. The 
ſecurity and Licentiouſneſs of your proſperous 
dayes, made the firſt breach in your walls; and 
now your impenitency, profaneſs, incorrigible- 
neſs, cry, down with them, down with them even to 
tbe ground, Will you be ſo cruel to your ſelves, 

as 
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as by your perſeveriag Impicties to (mite and 

deſtroy thoſe feeble and faint remaines of your 

former Felicitics ? and not only curſe, but dev» 

ſtroy your common mother and native 'country, 

to abet and maintain thoſe troops that detic and 

invade them? O'why ſhould you not at laſt re- 

call your exil'd piety, and affume a holy and 
becomeing indignation againſt thoſe your cruel 

and implacable enemies? Know you not that 
England is deſtroy'd ? Are not your eſtates 
walted ? your ſplendor ecclipled ? your families 

broken and ſcattered ? your dignities trampled 

on? And is it not time to diſmils the author of 

all, yozr fins? which are allo not your ſlaves, but 
tark-maſters, that ſet you to the mot ſervile, 

vileſt drudgery;and are ſo far from bringing you: 

m profit, (7) that the only account, you can r Re.6.2r; 
bring in of your -herveſt, is but the inventory of 

your milcries? many houfes and temples they 

have layd waſt and demolliſht, but you have no 

flrutiures of theirs to ſhew, but a Babell of confus 
tion." Would you yet fain feet the weight ofan 
Almighty arm? and force him to pour. forth 
pment without mercy ? may it not ſuffice ts 

ve fing'd away your plenty ? end ſo many 

thoaſand' ſonles, and ſuch # city ' into theie 
graves ? no ſooner is one plague removed, but 
do you lay hands upen Heaven, by the mighty 
cart-ropes of yout- idiquities, to pull another 

down on your own head ? Muſt” you yet 

ſir'up a conſuming' fire? have you not drunk 

deep enough already 2 do you long to ſce the 

bowt-going round again ? and to kindle the off 


England called upon, 


of merey, and the heat of wronged love into 
everlaſting flames? Are you reſolved to try what 
Omnipotency can _ upon you, how far di- 
vine vengeance will purſue you, how low it is to 
the bottome of miſery ? what! call you for more 
plagues, and direfull curſes? do you cry out for 
the ſharps ſcourge ts ſting your backs? and 
the cup of aſtoniſhment to be thrult to your lips? 
that the line of confuſion might be drawn over 
all your cities ? and the ſtones of emptineſs 
might be found in your ſtreets? that you might 
be made as Admab, and (et as Zeboim ? that head 
and tail branch and ruſh might be cut off ia one 
day? that there might be none but wild beaſts 
in ſtead of living men to iahabit them? a pol- 
ſeſſion for the bittern, ſcreech-owle, Zijms, 
and Sijnr ? that you might be ſautt till none re- 
main ? that your land might be blotted out from 
under Heaven? that not a Town,pallace, or ruin 
of a porch, might be (cen? but breediug of (alt- 
pits, nettles, and a perpetual deſolation? that 
your city might be made a heap,a burying place, 
a dunghill, a ſhambles? that the day of our 
daughter and diſperſions might be accompliſhed? 
Ah tgnexs! arc theſe your bloody deſignes, aud 
endeavours? the Kingdom might ſtand long c- 
nough, if you weaken not its foundations ; If 
it fall, we know whoſe bands to cbarg for pulling it 
down 3 not the hands of juſtice, but of your own 
Tranſpreſfions; tis they that, plot treachery, and 
combine tq work .your ruine z that open your 
gates z that call in Jadgmeats to ſlaughter an 
the right hand and on the left; yea b inrage 
them, 
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them, that they will not leave waſting, till 

made you utterly deſolate. O England, thou 

haſt deGroy'd thy (elf; methinks 1 ſee you bring- 

ing pick-axes to dig down your own walls, 

ſpringing mines to blow up your own houſes, 
kindling ſparkes that will ſet all in a flame, bar» 

ring up your Havens, unrigging your ſhips, 

building block-houſes again(t vour ſelves: There» 

fore now , thus faith the Lord, wherefore 

commit you this great cvill againſt your ſoules, 

to cut off trom you man and woman, child and 

ſuckling out of Evg/and,to leave you none to re- 

mainzin that you provoke me to wrath with the 

works of your hands;that you might cut your 

ſelves off, & that you might be a curſe, & a re- 

proach among all the nations of theearth(7).And 6 Je44-7 4 

yet,as ifhe only ſpake big words,& all his threat+ 

nings were but meer bravado's of Heaven 3 

you ſlight & contemn both h is golden ſcepter, 

and his Iron rod: you laugh at the ſhakeing of his 
ſpear,& account his darts as ſtubble;you mock at 

tear,& at the alarum of war cry,ha,ha (t). What, * 195.4 
will you not turn to that great Soveraign, who "Pp . 
hath invited you by more than fix ſcore thous 

ſand warnings, which cannot diſcern between 

pity and forgivene(s, and alſo much forbearance? 

were ever people ({o prodigiouſly beſotted, as to 

think God will ſce himſclf thus intinitely pro» 

voked ? out-brav'd and defeated by a handtull of 

dult and confronted by a skin-tull of worms- 

meat? As Ilive faith the Lord, 1 have no plea» 

ſure in the death of a ſinner, much lcls of « peoples 
Wherefore turn ye from yourevil ways,for why 

wilt ye dye? (v) Can you tell why or wherefore? \Beue,, 

. what 


England called #pony 


what people ever perriſhed being innocent, or 
where were a righteous nation cut off ? oc who 
hath harden'd himſelf againſt him and proſper- 
ed ? But go ye now unto my place which 15 ir 
S$bilob, where I ſet my name at the firſt, and fee 
what Idid toit for the iniquity ot my people 


» Je. 5.12. 1rae(w).When Pharaohs throne confronted Hea- 


ven, f{aying, who is the Lord ? God cloaths him 
with darknels, to convince him. of his blindneſs ; 
turus his waters into bloud, to mind him of his 
oppreſſion 3 pours in armies of vermin to mock 
his numbers, death to deſtroy them and when 
he ſtill drives on furiouſly in his fins, takes of 
the chariot wheels, and ſtops both them and him 
together. Belſhzzar while ſecurely carouzing, 
between the cup and the lip is ſurpriz'd with a 
-: hand on the wall, that ſhook him and his King» 
dome into a convulſion.. Nebuchadnezzar 
while boatting of the Babell he had built, by the 
grey of his power, and for the Honour of 
1s majeſty, is forc't to lay down that and his 
humanity together, (ent to graze in the held 
| bealts, and condemned for derogating 

from the power of Heaven,to have toomuch of 
ts influences Toſpcak of more the time would 
fail; and will you dance upon the brink of 
ruine ? and rock your (elycs afleepin.the cradle 
of ſceurity, while the haſty tide of divine yen- 
geance is flowing towards you? Ask Arbens,Spar- 
88, Babylon, Nineveb, Carthage, Sodom, Gomorabs 
erics , Corinth, Galathis, | Phlippi, Epbeſis, 
myrna, Nice, Laodices, Antixch, . Conſtantino- 


ks Tyre Yea all the Kaltera and: African 
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by the parsble of a vineyard- 72 
Churches ( who have no other defence, but pa- 

per walls, to keep their memories, and are ſet up, 
asnight-lights to warn all, of thoſe rocks and 
Quick-ſands that ruined and deſtroyed them) 
whether fin doth not ring your tuneral knell 

in their ruines you may hind cnough treaſure 
there, if well imploy'd, to redeem you out of 
preſent hazard, and future miſeries. Oh the 
tender mercy's of our God ! ſhould he take our 

firſt refuſall, and write every breach of his law 

in the bloud of his ſubjets 3 ſhould we bear no 

more from him upon our refuſing his firft call3 

and go away when we thruſt him away, who 

then could be ſaved ? but he pittys our weak- 

neſs, over looks our infirmitics, provides for 

our neceſlities, incourages our frail endeavours, 
accepts of our lincertty, and remembers we 

are but duſt. He doth not examine by (courg» 

ing (x), nor (as Zedekiab did Micaiah) ſtrike, — 
and ſpeak after. Helyes not at ketch to tra» 
pan us into ruin 3 nor ſuddenly ſtirrs up all his 
wrath ; or immediately hurrics from ſentence to 
execution z he tries, many howrs Belſhazzer, (y) 
and the Rich fool'z) forty; days the men of Nine= « Lys, £2, 
veb : three years the fruitleſs tigtree 3 forty years 2% 
Jeruſalem,and the people of Iſracl;a hundred and 

twenty the old world ; foxr bundred the Amorites: 

And though we can pluck down 20 boxſes in 

leſs time than we can build ene, God was but 

6 days in making the world, and yet ſeven in 
dcitroying oxe city 3 longer in razcing the walls 

of Ferico, than in raiſing the fabrick of hea- 


ven and carth, He toops to cout the inner to 
his 


z Da.$.30, 


Þ IC,nb.2t, 


Eugland called upon, 


his own happineſs 3 rifles the creation for argu» 
ments 3 and wreſtles with him only that he 
would accept a bleſſing 3 gives us good exam- 
ples, burning and ſhining lights, that he may 
thereby difcover our deformity, and kindle our 
&cvotion 3 overthrows them on whom the 


Tower of Siloam fell, that being dead , may | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_ —— ——— 


yet ſpeak in its Ruines; mingles others blood 
with their ſacrifices, that by a coal from their | 
Altar, we may purge away our iniquities, or | 


copy out our. ruine; gives us the fatneſle of 


= 


the earth, that we may ipurchaſe the dew of ; 


Heavenz the upper and nether ſprings to 
quench our thirli, to mind us of the Foun- 
tain of living water, ſends Nineveh a Prea- 
cher to forewarn them of thcir deſtruction , 
furniſhed not only with arguments from 
their condition, but an experiment of his own, 
able to convince them , both by the venge- 
ance he denounced , and the puniſhment he 
had ſuftercd : forbore the old world all the 
while the arke was preparing, which had they 
well con(idercd the defign of it, though 1t ſaved 
but eight, might have preſcry'd them all, He 


hangs out articles of agreement, before his black 


enligns ofdeath: warnes, and whets his {word 
(a), before he (mite; and Jays the axe at the 
root of the trce,ere he take it into his band, to 
hew down, and caſt into the fire. Even the laſt 
day's tempeſt, is conſpicuous in the black cloud 
of the threatning. It hc uſe martiall Lew, and 
haſten on to tinal execution, he ſteps out of the 
common road of juſtice z when he executes that, 
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by the parable of a vineyard. 

is ſaid to come out of his place,(b).puts him- 
{elf out of his uſual p;ſture, and torſakes his cen» 
ter as't were,when he riſes out ot his mercy ſeat, 
to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth.His merty 
1s over all his works, he preters it, and gives 1t 
a place above them ; and exerciſes it, though 
with ſome preſent diſadvantage to his glory 3 
the world ſulpeRs his being, the ſaints quarrel 


$1 


b I[,26.21. 


with his julticc, and queſtion bis love (c): When © e{7: 


Fonah had done his errand, free-grace ſeemingly 


made him a lycr (4). Judgements are the reſerve, , Jon. e. 3. 


which he will not have fall on, mill 
mercy 15defeatcd, as all other means prove un- 
ſucceſstul, to revenge the quarrel ot his abuſed 
darling attribute. He admonithes . chides, cx+- 
poſiulates, threatens. How many pauſes doth 
he make, cre he take the rod in hand, and ſend 
us to bzs houſe of correfion, and then, how lea» 
ſurcly doth he liftit up3 he wilt not laſh, nof 
lay it on, if ſhaking it over us will atnend and 
bring, us on our knces : nor puniſh till there be 
no remedy. How many warning-pcices doth 
he ſhoot againtt us, cre he ſhoot oft his murder 


e ven. 10, 


21, 


ing-peicc ?Jultice goes a foot's pace (e) ; mercy f pf.57-1- 


hath wings( f ) 3 he waits that he may nl nf 


cious : intltcad of bringing in an extinguiſher, j 


he lights up a candle (pg). In encountering a 
rebellious people, he (ends forth ſmaller partys 
of Judgments, to prevent a more folemn ruin; 
it they be vanquiſhe, he rallies into burcle array 
a whole army of Judgments to root out and 
deſtroy (by. He would fain have us reform, 
not at ſodear a rate 3 chops. prunes, lops, before 
he lay the axe to the root of the tree: Lighter 

G E vils 


pl. 13.28 


; Lev.o6 
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Evills are (ent bctore, that if they diſpatch their to 

ercand, their whole army yet behind, may be | hi 
di-bandcd or turned another way. Would words | | ju 

work us to his will, hee'd ſpare his blowes; | un 

would launcing hcal the wound, hee'd not chop {uw 

of the hcad. He threatens, that he miy | ba 

not punith; aitlicts, that he may not deſtroy; and | be 

when determin'd to cat off a people,he knows th 

not how to lign the warrant tor exccution,while hc 

mercy ſtands up,pleading their cauſe. It tetches co 

tears from his cyes,to give way tojultice before | bo 

i Ho.rr. 8. he ſhed the bloud of his enemics( 3): He doth but | (# 
Hu. 15-4» ſhake the candleſtick,to ſettle it; his hand trem- | lon 
bles,wben he muſt remove 3 and when he ſees ws |} gr 

will not be ordered,he breakes out into a deep | wi 

ſigh, with an, O that my people would have | ei 
hearkned unto me, and Ifracl walked in my |} th 

. pſ. 81.13 wayes, Kc. (k )- No nation 1s the root that bears nc 
4 mercy, but "tis that bears up all humane con- Si 
ditions, which hangs like a ball in the air, ſup- a1 
portcd by intinite kindneſs. It is the great mi- it 

racle we are preſerved, not that we are 1m th 
diſtreſle, being fo apt to danger that we are cru- gc 

ſhed before tae moth, fo worthleſs, that we pc- qu 

riſh by multitudes, without any regarding it; Fc 

{o guilty, that all creatures in heaven and carth ve 

give their applaule to divine Judgments upon us, | pe 
whichare unwilling to proceed, till the ſtones is 

cry out ofthe wall, and the beams out of the Pp 
/Mb.:.1r, timber anſwer it (/) : till the moſt inſenſible el 
things, are ready to joyn with, and even pro- ;, tt 

voke them ups Indeed, *tis inconſiſtent with p 

thole methods and contrivances he ſets on n 


foot 
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by the parable of a Vineyard. $3 
foot for making us happy, to circumvent 

his creatures, with ambuthes of unwarned 
judgments 3 or execute his revenge, by fly 
unexpedtcd ftratagems. He makcs not the 
ſword the judge, but firſt weighs things in the 
ballance; ard ever layes judgment to the line, 
betore he draws the line of confuſion. Bur, 
though Godbe longſuffering,he doth not tcll us 

how long: Though intinite mercy will not be 
conquered, nor endleſs goodneſs admit of 
bounds, and mercy rejoyces againtt judgment 
(m); yet he doth not forger, though he ftay = ja. 2.13 
long : and the Jonger he forbears the intereſt,the 
greater ſumm, the principall of his vengeance 

will amount to. He is Fuft, as well as gra- 

ciows : his truth obliges him to make good his 
threatninzs againlt an unreforming people, and 

not to alter the word that is gone out of his lips. 

Sin may cry {0 loud, asto fetch him down with 

a vengeance (x) and be foimportunate, as 7 Ge, 18.20 
it (cernes to (ay to the juſt judg, aveng thee of *** 
thine adverſary ; I will not leave, not let thee 

go, untill chou haft puniſhe this people, and 
quenched the hre of fiu, with a ſhower ot bloud. 

For, (o ſtetes are daſhed in peices like 2 potters 
veſſell, and kingdomes tranſlated from one 
people to another. Whoſoever harbours fin, 

is ſtill untortunate. A land fſpew's out its 
polluted inhabitants,when they have tilled up 

the meaſure of their tins: put ye im the lickle, tor 

the harveſt is ripe, come get you down, for the 

preſs is full;the fatts over-How, tor their wicked- 

neſs is great (vo). Lo, he hath come year aiter «Ge.r5.16 
(r 2 year, 


Le 1.29 
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' Yar, with patience ſeeking truutzbut found noney 


ye while, the axe of his juftice was at cutting, 
dowa fich cumbrers ot the ground, mercy 
incrpilcd, Logd lct it alone this year alſo. Aud 


when his hand hath bcen [retchvd out toftrike, 


his dear children clunge ahouw,kerched hold,and 
Would not lt him g0 +10 that he could not thng 
them ott, till weary ot repentang, Now atter 
bis yearly drawing nearcr and nearer, to be- 
wail our fin, and, torwarn our ruipe, my heart 
trembles,, leti Ibchold im in a relenting, po+ 
ſtuxe of humane deſpair, an hike once with blub- 
bered eyes, {miting his breatt, tearing his gar 1 
ments, ſtanding, jn tunerall weeds, over his 
lapguiſhing, dying paticntz' with whom no 
meanes are lett.ynattcmpted, but pow hadiug 
her marked with\the tokcus ot fiupidity and 
death, giying her over for lolt) to take bis 
finallſilemng farwell, expreſſing his ſad - Reſent- 


.ment, and. compaſſionate relenting thoughts, 


wceping, out the. fatall period of an obliinate, 
1corrigible, (clt deſtroving people, faying, O 
my people ! what have I dogc unto you, wheres 
is have I wearied you? what fault canyou hnd 
with me? tellihe againſt mc. Have I becna 
barren wildernc(s, or a land of darkne(s uito 
you ? ot .dread, or of the ſhadow of death ? 
what injquity have you found in me, that you 
arc goue tar from me ? How otten would F have 
gathered thy children as a hen gathers ,her 


_ —_— 


brood under her wings, and you , would:not ' 
** 17:74 (p). O[M thou | that art the wonder ot che 


world, the holy and kongurable nation, the 
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by the parable of a Vine ar 4. 
delight of Heaven, the detire of the whole cartiy! 
[ even thou | that haſt on thee ſuch peculjas 
obligations, for whom 1 have, chad «(> muc} 
kindneſs, to whom I have ſeut fo many Mc: 
ſengers, for whoſe ſake I have rcbuled !o nu 
ny people, of whom 1 have, takeu_ {6 tuga 
care, to whom I have preiched , to mayy 
ſermons, among whow 1 ve wrought lo ng: 
ny wonders, tyom whotu | baye. eegiytd th 
mauy affroats ang] injurics, with whom I havy 
becn at (0 much colt aud PANS, and 10 long 
gone about dowyg thee good, teaching thee by 
my word, loading thce with my b<n<tits3 (ac 
lealt in this thy day) and happy fcaſon, while 
the treaty of peace, and oftcrs of mercy are yer 
on foot, while the filver trumpets of Heaven 
and watch-men of Iſracl, rack and ii: <tch their 
voices with rucfull clogies, fo paſſionate, as 
might wrivg a ſircam of tears, trom.an heart of 
Iron. Even aftcr thy (o rudcly treating my 
former meſſengers, killing (0 many prophets; 
opgnly, {corntully rejedting me their Lord, 
I yet made 2; paylc, ftovod till, knackt, called, 
looked back; thought I, well, 'I'le Ray a liccle 
longer, peradvenfure this flceping, church may 
yct, awake: O that there were tuch a heart in 
them, that it might be well with them 3 O that 
they would yet take up the controverlic 3 that 
L might put up my (word into the (cabbard, and 
my arrowes into my quiver; ran ye to and fro 
through the ſircets of London,and ſee now,and 


know, and (ceKk in the broad paths of England if «, 
you can find a man (gJ)that tak*th hold of my * 


& ; ltrength, 


Ef, 


L1ng.19.14, 
&c, 
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irength,that he may make pzace with me,and he 
ſhall make peace with me.Will none plead for a 
reprieve ? Will none interpole tor parden? Will 
none mediate for reconciliation? O my bo- 
wells, my bowells, muſt I loſe my dear ſon? 
Muſt I leave off my pleaſant child 3 what ſhall 
I do unto thee ? Which way fhall I heal 
thee > How ſhall I part with thee ? What 
more can I do for thee ? Is all jn vain I have 
done 'to thee? will nothing prevail with thec? 
muſt I now quite dcfiroy thee? O London! 
what ſhall 1 do unto thee? O England! what 
ſhall I do unto thee ? how ſhall I give thee 
up Loxdon? how ſhall I deliver thee England? 
how ſhall I make thee as Admah ? how thall I 


| 
| 
| 


fet Thee as Zeboim ? minc heart is turned with- | 


m me, my Bowcls are kindled together. O 
it at length thou | hadſt known the things 
that bclJong unto thy peace] and wiſely tmpro- 
ved the advantages, that might have fetled 
thee on laſting foundations! But it's too late 
[ now they - are hid from thine cycs ] The 
glaſſe of divine patience is run out. Thy roc- 
ky heart hath baxrcd up the door of mercy 
Ordinances, - Providences, \ct her alone, to ficep 
on now. Though heaven thunder above, hell 
flame beneath, Judgments roar round about, 
they (hall bur Lull her into a ſenſleſs ſlumber 
till deſtruion wake her 3 for the day ſhall 
come upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſ} a 
Trench about thee, and compaſs thee round,and 
keep thee in, qn every lidez and ſhall lay thee 
even with the ground, and thy children with» 
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by the parable of a Vineyard. 


in thee 3 and they ſhall not leave in thee one 
ſtone upan another | Becauſe thou knewelt not 
the tine of thy viſication] (r) Thou miim- 
provedit thy day of Grace and ſpace of repe«- 
tance, O Repentance! Thou joy of Angels, 
thou glory of man, thou Crown of nations, 
thou Clariticr of hearts, thou rctiner of lives, 
thou great Almoner of the world, thou nurſe 
of orphans, thou patron of all goodneſs, O 
Repentance / that art able to transnature, and 
tranſlate a pevp!e, to puritic them in lite, and 
pacitic them in death, and juitite them at the 
Throne 3 that cant unlock the gates of hca- 
ven, put the triumphant palm in the hand, & 
ſet the Crown of immortal glory upon the 
head z that ſaved $ perſons in the flood, A fa*+ 
mily at the detiruction of Sodom, a mighty na» 
tion at the ſlaughtcr in Egypr, a great City, 
when aſter a thouſand years Triumphant ttate, 
ſhe had but 4o. days reſpite to repent or be 
deſtroyed; Nineveb had fallen, if thou hadſ 
not ſupported it, and periſhed, it thou had(ſt 
not protected it 3 'Tis thou that weryhher cure 
and covert, her ſhadow and ſhelter, her but- 
treſs and buckler, her breſi-plate and head- peice, 
her ſhield and cuſios, her target and propis 
tiatory ; 'Tis thou that taughtelt her the art 8 
myſtery how to prevent aneminent danger, to 
preſerve her f{clf at anexigence; that ſhe ſtood 
Rill upon her old baſis, when her grounſcl was 
ſliding and Cracking in peices; That her fa- 
brick remained firme, when the whole ſtruc- 
ture was dropping down, and not one fione 
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England called upon, 


ready to be left upon another. O Repentanee! 
how haſt thou ſaved a flouriſhing City? kept 
every pijlar unſhaken, every limb unſhivercd, 
Tatihicd their hbertics, confnrmed their immu» 
nitics, renewed their chartcr, continucd them 
proprietarics in all their tees, Lords ot all their 
Royalties, fecured their authority end Juri(- 
diction, opulency and Afﬀuency, Cclsitude & 
ſlublimity, power and pomp, principality and 
preheminence, procerage and pecrage, crown 
and crown-land : 'Tis thou that heldſt the 
crown upon the Kings head,preſervedit the No» 
bles in their court Equipage, the Merchants in 
thcir {ſplendid teathque; pallaces, and banquet- 
ting . hauſes, ſtatues and (cpulchers, Exche+ 
quers and wardropes, Caverts and arlenals, 
wagazens. and records, Laws and lives, by 
{bee were lates, not a tree blafied, not a ttone 
gali down, not an Image defaced, not a crea- 
ture deſtroyed, not the leatt daminage or de- 
triment {ultained 3 vengeance. took not trom 
them ' 2 ſhoo-latchet. O Repentance! how may 
we honor thy ſuccouring bowels ? and kiſs thy 
iccuring hand? Q great is thy. potency, yea, 
a kind of omnipotency is bettowed upon thee, 
to relcue a people .trom greatelt flatterics 3 
Q ripentare! In the crowd ot our {cuttes and 
contentions, whither art thou eſcaped ? A midlt 
our could entertainment into what- quarter art 
thou fiolen? which way art thou gone? to 
what region axt thou fled ? in what. unknown 
£5u:try dot thou retide? tell us, that we may 
£2 apd jk thee, O all hails Reperrance! 
y Turn 


* 


by the parable of a Vinezard, 


Turn in unto us, be thou vilible in this na- 
tion, that art able to repair the milchiets, 
recall the vital ſpirits, reunite the ſcattercd limbs 
of this mang!cd body, and in thee ſuch an 
omnipotency as to effect a reſurrection 3 weep 
ſo long, over its aſhcs, till that moylture hath 
rendered them prolifical, aud thou fee it ſpring 
out of its urn; prepare us ſuch a mercy-feat 
for God to appear upon within our walls.Let 
us be Nirerites, till thou canſt make us the new 
Fernſulem, open our E.zrs to hitca to ourpro+ 
pberr, that we may not have the Thunder of a 
confounding God ; lend us taith, that we may 
believe God, that trembling at his threatnings, 
we may not feel the Terrors of a periſhing 
decree executed z cloath us in fack-cloth, thar 
we may not de ſtript of our gorgeous ray- 
ment, ſprinkle ns with aſhes, that the ſmell 
of fre may no more be felt within our walls 
Enjoyn us to faft, that we may cre long be 
tet down again at our ſpread tables, make us 
cry mightily, that no other cry may be heard 
in the *City, but thoſe of devotion; turn us 
trom oar evil ways, and from the violence of 
our hands, that they may not expoſe us to all 
manner of evils and the violence of Incenſed 
juſtice 3 that thou -mayeſt be as Exemplary as 
our crimes arc Exorbitant. Whither can we go, 
O miſerable people, but unto God ? when we 
are 1n ſickneſs, whither can we fly, but unto 
the fountain of health ? when in want, whither 
but unto that treaſury of falneſs? when hu- 
mane ſtrength fails, whither can we go, but to 
oOm= 


England called upon, 


ready to be lefr upon another. O Repentanee! 
how haſt thou ſaved a flouriſhing City? kept 
every pillar unſhaken, every himb unſhivercd, 
Tatihcd their hibertics, conthrmed their immu» 
nitics, renewed their charter, continucd them 
proprietarics in all their tees, Lords ot all their 
Royalties, fecured their authority end Juri(- 
diction, opulency and Afﬀuency, Cclsitude & 
ſublimity, power and pomp, principality and 
preheminence, procerage and pecrage, crown 
and crown-land : 'Tis thou that heldſt the 
crown upon. the Kings head,preſervedit the No» 
bles in their court Equipage, the Merchants in 
thcir ſplendid tathque; pallaccs, and banquet- 
ting houſes, ſtatues and (cpulchers, Exche+ 
quers and 'wardropes, Caverts and arlenals, 
agazens.. and records, Laws and lives, by 
qbee were lates not a tree blafied, not a ttone 
ali down, not an Image defaced, not a crea- 
ture deſtroyed, not the leatt daminage or de- 
triment ſultained 3 vengeance. took not trom 
them ' a ſhoo-latchet. O Kepentance! how may 
we honor thy ſuccouring bowels ? and kiſs thy 
iccuring hand? Q grcat is thy potency, yea, 
a kind of omnipotency is bettowed upon thee, 
to reſcue a people .trom greateli flatterics 3 
Q rientarce! In the crowd ot our {cuties and 
contentions, Whither art thou eſcaped ? A midlt 
our could entertainment into what- quarter art 
thou fiolen ? which way art thou gone? to 
what fegion art thou fied ? in what. unknown 
£5u:3try dolt thou rehide? tell us, that we may 
£2 apd f6ck thee, O all hails Repenrance! 
> Turn 
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by the parable of a Vinezard, 


Turn in unto us, be thou vilible in this na- 
tion, that art able to repair the milchiets, 
recall the vital ſpirits, reunite the ſcattercd limbs 
of this mangled body, and in thee ſuch an 
omnipotency as to effect a reſurrection ; weep 
ſo long, over its aſhcs, till that moyſture hath 
rendercd them prolifical, aud thou fee it ſpring 
out of its urn; prepare us ſuch a mercy-feat 
for God to appear upon within our walls.Let 
us be Nirerites, till thou canſt make us the new 
Fernſulem , open our E.rs to liltcn to ourpro» 
þberr, that we may. not have the Thunder of a 
confounding God lend us taith, that we may 
believe God, that trembling at his threatnings, 
we may not feel the Terrors of a periſhing 
decree executed z cloath us in fack-cloth, thar 
we may not be ſtript of our gorgeous ray- 
ment, {prinkle 15 with aſhes, that the ſmell 
of fre may no more be felt within our walls 
Enjoyn us to faſt, that we may cre long be 
tet down again at our ſpread tables, make us 
cry mightily, that no other cry may be heard 
in the 'City, but thoſe of devotion; turn us 
trom oar evil ways, and from the violence of 
our hands, that they may not expoſe usto all 
manner of evils and the violence of Incenſed 
juſtice 3 that thou - mayeſt be as . Exemplary as 
our crimes arc Exorbitant. Whither can wego, 
O miſerable people, but unto God ? when we 
are 1n ſickneſs, whither can we fly, but unto 
the fountain of bealth ? when in want, whither 
but unto that treaſury of falneſs? when hu- 
mane ſtrength fails, whither can we go, butto 
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Fugland called upon, 


omnipptency ? when humane wiſcdome is baf. 
fled, whither can we go, but to omaniſciency ? 
God- ſometimes is out of fight, but never out 
of hearing : our fins may Live him away ſo 
far, that we may not be able to ſee him, yet 
they can never drive himſo far (tkough inthe 
belly of Hell, wrapt within the horred womb 
of deſpair (s) ) but he will ill beable to hear 
us. Gather your ſelves together, O nation 
not delired 3 before the decree bring forth, be- 
fore the day paſs as the chaft, betore the fierce 
anger of the Lord come upon you, beforc the 
day of the Lords anger come upon you (t). 
O, I beg of you by all that's dear and preci- 
ous to you, for your own fake, for your dear 
Relations ſake, tor your native countrys lake, 
by all the hopes you have of future happineſs 
nay ye. wor oaks is {et on foot for your 
preſervation, God will blaſt and curſeit; and 
his vengeance purſue , you wherever you go, 
why will you cxpoſe your ſelves to the fury 
of a conquering toe ? why will you neceſſitate 
your little ones to wiſh, you and they had 
never been born? and your poſterity to curle 
you when layd in the duſt, for leaving them 
only the guilt of your ſins, and intayling up+ 
on them nothing but miſery ? if you negle& to be 
boly, you are baſe Traitors to your King and Cuun- 
trey 3 you («1 your fouls, wives, children and 
oo to ſatishe your luſts 3 you betray thoſe 
rave perſons lives, that venture them to pree 
ſerve yours. Stay not for a publick reformation, 
but every one endeavor to reconcile a" 
an 
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by the parable of a Vineyard. 


and the nation to God : one wiſe man may 
ſave a City (v). By this may you lay a toun- 
dation for the future happineſs of a linking 
people, and thoſe yet unborn, bleſs you-Come 
then my brethren, while our ſuperiors arc con» 
ſulting our welfare, let us back their endea- 
vours with our prayers; nowg#rath is approach- 
ing, and heaven marching out againſt us, now 
Judgment is at the threſhold, and vengeance 
at the door, drawing the latch, ready to come 
in, now the neck of our native countrey 
ſecms to lic upon the block, and the fury of 
heaven to be lifting up its Axe, ready to ſtrike 
ſome more fatal blow than ever we have yet 
felt ; let us betake our (clves to our cloſer de- 
votion, let us beſcige and environ the throne of 
Grace with our lighs and groans for mercy, 
and never ceaſe ringing out a loud peale of 
Cryes and moancs in Gods ear, till he pitty, 
compaſſionate, and deliver ys; thoſe praycrs 
that make the lovgeſt voyage, will at length 
make the richeſt return Therefore, though 
delay us, yet pray, though he deny us, 
yet pray 3 who can tell, but that we may wreſt 
the falling thunderbolt out of Gods hand, & 
pull the axe out of the arm of Almighty ven» 
geance, and yet prevail for a Reprieve for our 
native country. There is no way to conquer 
heaven, and to put vengeance upon a retreat, 
but to hight upon our bended knees with tears 
in our cycs: Who knows, but that he whoſe 
Bowels our fins have ſhut, may have his bows 
cls opened by our means and ——_— 
al 
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and his outſtretched arm Imbrace us; That God, 
who hath been our Enemy, may at lali be 
made our friezd,'and then, no matter who is 
our Encmy. -Can' we conquer him by our pray- 
ers, he will conquer them by his power. If 
but our ways pleaſe the Lord, he will diſcover 
or diſappoint their plots, ſcatter thcm like 
duſt before a while-wind, and confound or 
make them to be at peace with us: fuch a change 
in us works another in him 3 turns all his frowns 
into ſiniles 3 his fary againlt us, into Zcal tor 
us; the thunder of his thrcatnings. into the 
ſounding of his Bowcls; his compaſlions and 
Repentings will be kindled in him, in ſtcad 
of kindling the fire of his Jealouſie. And then, 
after the Dreſſer of the vincyard hath pulled 
up our pales: and fences, and flung down our 
walls round about, and laid us waſt, and torn 
vs up3 he will at length return, drefſe, prune, 
and cut us into tine knots and borders 3 and 
this ' poor kingdome, now floating like a little 
ſpot m the midi of a ſea of miſery, become 
a  fortihed Ifland, incompaſſed found with gol- 
den ſtreams of bleſſings, and in our laps d&- 
ſcending fhowrs of mercy. So, me thinks I ſee 
his compaſſionate eye, looking upon this Res» 
newed face 5- fire from heaven falling upon 
this acceptable” facritice 3 tears quenching all 
Indignation, . reformation (15 ' Rabahs thread 
hung out of the window) keeping the houſe 
i ſafety ; judgment drawing back the deſ- 
troying Angel called oft; the arrows taken 
off the firing; the yiol of wrath ſet by: So 
long 
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Signs of the laſt Judgment. 


long as weare peccant, God cannot but pat- 
don fin, ſo ſoon as penitent, he cannot pu*- 
niſh Repentance 3 ſhall not I ſpare Nineveh ? 


Stons of the laſt Judgment, Occ. 


T His know that in the laft daics perillous 
times ſhall come 3 for men ſhall be lovers 
of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient to Parents, unthank- 
fall, unholy, without naturall affections, truce» 
breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent , herce, 
deſpiſers of thoſe that are good , traitors, 
heady , high-minded, lovers ot pleaſure more 
than lovers of God : Falſe Chrilts, and falſe 
prophets ſhall ariſe, and ſhall deceive many 3 
and ſoul-deluding ſeducers ſhall lead captive 
and draw many Diſciples after them; and 
ſhall thew great ſigns and. wonders to ſeduce; 
inlomuch , that it it were poſlible, they ſhall 
deceive the very ele; and becauſe iniquity 
ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall wax cold, 
And you ſhall hear of wars, and rumors of 
wars; Nation ſhall rilc up againſt nation, 
and Kingdome againſt Kingdom 3 and great 
earthquakes ſhall be in divers places. And 
there (hall be famines and peltilences on earthz 
and fearfull fights, and great figns thal} there 
be from Heaven. But before all theſe ( bes» 
ginnings of ſorrow ) they fball lay there hands 
on you, and perſecate you z you ſhall be beat- 
en, and brought before Rulers, and Kings tor 
my fake; and they ſhall deliver you up to be 
aRicted 3 and you thall be betrayed both by 
Pa- 
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Signs of the liſt Fudgement. 
Parents and brethren, and kinsfolk , and 
friends: And ſome of you ſhall they cauſe 
to be putto death 3 the. brocher ſhall betray 
the brother to death, and the father the fon: 
and children ſhall rife up againſt their Pa- 
rents, and ſhall cauſe them to be put to death: 
and you ſhall be hatcd of all men for my names 
ſake, Men ſhall not endure ſound doctrine; 
but after their own Juſts heap to themlelves 
teachers, having itching ears3 and ſhall turn 
away their cars from the truth , and (hall be 


turncd unto fables; when it ſhall be a per» | 


alous thing to lay down the ſymptomes of per- 
allows times, and Micaiah ſeem as one that 
mocketh ( w ); and be rudcly interrupted 
and ſmitten on the cheek tor prophelying the 
trath( x ) when reſolute prophets (hall itand 
upon precipices,unable to kcep their ground, it 
they diſcharge their conſciences; when venerable 
true rcligion ſhall grow out of credit, and 
diſguiſcd upſtart errors and prophaneſle, wait- 
cd on by infolent attendants, ſhall be all in 
faſhion and favour, when ' Dagon hall be 
brought into the Temple, and ſet above the 
Ark., aud Feroboams calves have more wor- 
ſhippers than the God of /ſrael. When the 
Valtzrgs (hall drive the Doves from their how- 
ſes, and the Folver contend with the Sheep 
for the Fold; and the Prince of darkneſſe, 
Captains of his Train-bands, ſhall captivate by 
ſtratagem many of Chriſts Subjects, who in 
their Baptiſm reccived preſſe-money, to fight 
under his Banner to their liv's end. When 
thoſe 
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thoſe that ſhould be healers of their nation, 
ſhall wound it by their tranſgreſſions. When 
there is poyſon in the plaifter, and the Phy- 
fician himſelf hath the plague upon him. 
When the proud Philiſtive ſhall detic the ar- 
my of the Iſraclites, the Hoſt of the living 
God, and Saul with his men of war ſtand by 
and look en. When Picty ſhall be hiſt from 
the Court, and iniquity abound in the Camp. 
When thicves and robbers ſhall be as quietly 
permitted in ſtealing and robbing, as faith- 
full ſhepherds in watching thcir flock, and 
painfull labourers in working in the vineyard. 
When plague-fore-men ſhall have freedom to 
walk the tircets, and our enemies liberty to 
impoyſon our ſprings. When the beaſts of the 
feld ſhall defile the waters of the Sanctuary , 
and filthy ſwine trample down the green pa- 
(ture, wherein the Shepherds of Iſrael are 
wont to feed their flocks, When thoſe ſhall 
be admitted as ltewards of Divine myſterics , 
who put poyſon into the meat of the Kings 
children, and impudently challenge the Chur- 
ches dowry, mcerly for violating her challity, 
or falſly accuſing her tobc an Harlot., Whcn 
avarice ſhall put on the Canonicall habit, and 
ewiſt it ſelf not only with che praQticesÞ but 
doQtrincs of the Church. Whea Articles of re» 
Iigion ſhall be eſteemed by their protitable- 
neſſe, and Eecleſiaſtichs liſputc 3s Lay-men tor 
money, unanimous in nothing to much as a 
joint-reference to protit. When mcn (hall caft 
Eirt into the Gallerics an. Chariots of the 
prcac 


Signs of the laſt Judgment. 


great Riny, and diſgrace the Throne of his 
Glory, and foot-tteol of his anointed; vilitic 
the Lords Tabernacle ſpit in the tace of the 
beautics of holincſſe, aud calt ſtones at the 
. windows of the SanQtuary, by which the Son 
of righteouſneſle ſheds forth his beans of light 


upon the children of Sion. When all degrees | 


of men ſhall have corrupted their ways, the 
bounds of fin cven removed, and the world 
groaning under a ſecond deluge ot protancſle. 
When iniquity walks hand in hand, & to be a 
real! Saint, the objc&t of hatred. When mcn 


ſhall carry it towards protefſors of ycligion as | 
it they were their Profeſt encmies, and to be | 


a friend to God, ſhall be eftecmcd to be aft e- 
nemy to Ceſar. Whcn the oppreflors hand 
ſhall be full of ſpoil, the cxtortioners of ra- 
pine; and Chriſts little flock ſurrounded with 
troops of wo.vcs, and a land-floud of abv- 
mination, ſhall look round about and none to 
deliver them. Whenthe Harlot ſhall be bol- 
der than the inn cent, and moſt profeſſors luke» 
warm, key-cold in the cauſe of Chritt. When 
modeſty muſt go tor want of breeding, and þo- 
neſty tor want of wit. When men (hall difolre 
themſclves into ſenſual! delights, cating, and 


oy 


drinkyng, marrying and giving, In marriage 5 
as in the daics when Noab entered into the 
ark, fo ſhall a!ſo the commg of the Son 
of man be. And there ſhall be great tri- 
bulations, and difrefſes, and afflictions, ſuch 
as wcre not from the beginning of the creation. 
And immediatcly attcr the tribulation of 


thoſe | 


Signs of the laſt Judzemtnt. 
thoſe dayes, there ſhall be ſignes in the Sun, 
and in the Mobn,and n the Starrs; the Sun ſhall 
be darkened, and the Moog hal! not Jive 
her light, and the Stars thall fall trom Hca+ 
ven, & upon the Earth diftrels of nations and 
perplexitiesz the Sca and the waves roaring, 
mens hearts failing them for fear, and tor 
looking after thoſc things which are coming 
on the earth; for the powers that are in Hea- 
ven ſhall be ſhakenz and then (hall appear 
the ſigns of the fon of man in Heaven; and 
the tribes of the carth ſhall mourn 3 and ſhall 
ſce the ſon of man coming in the clouds of 
Heaven, with Power, and great Glory ; and 
ke ſhall ſend his Avgcells with a great ſound 
of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather together 
his Ele& from the tour winds 3 and the Goſpell 
muli firſt be preachtiin all the world,for a witnels 
unto all nations; and thcn ſhall the End come. 

The maturity cf our (1ns, the face of our 
diſtempers,. and tokens of Gods diſpleaſure, fa 
far threaten us in this nation, that *t:s te be 
teared he's even weary of repenting, and after 
ſo many deſpiſed methods, aud bills gt-jn- 
ditement, will rcfuſe to paſs us by any more, 
Inticad of forfaking or diminiſhing, we 
have encreaſed the firſt heap, aud pyt out 
our tins to uſury, to reap our puniſhment with 
encrcalſe, How arc we (wclled with pride , 
blackened with malice; pined with cnvy, 
frctted with animoultnes, vexed with whilper- 
ings, mad with jcalouſies , putfcd up with 
ambition , overflowa with drunkcnncile, de- 
ludcd 
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Inde& with profanrſſc, polluted with adulte« 
Tits, inflamed with fornication , infamous by 
pexjurics, !tigmatizcd with oaths and execra- 
tions? we not only neglect and deny God , 
btit reproach and villine him by dayly af- 
faults with our bold and infolcnt blaſphemies, 
making him the mark all our wild paſſions 
xc ſhot at; we preſently qucftion his provi- 
dence or goodneſs, it we want any thing tor 
aur uſe or delight Acculc .or dilctaim againſt 
him as impotent or illiberal. He ſtands ob+ 
r0Xkipus to all the diſplacencics we receive 
ftorr men, nay from inanimate creatures : his 
fcred name muſt be protaned, if they vcx or 
eifguſer ys: we account our herc(l} reviling 
of ten faint and Infigniticant, if not inſpired 


——  - —— 
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with the moſt dregdtul horrid oaths. It a dic | 


6r"tard run amiſs, our prof:ne, vile reſent- 
ments are preſently vented on him, as if he 
was the "cheat that rookt us of our mony, 
Becauſe he fecures us not from thoſe loſes rg 
which we wantonly expoſe our ſelves, not on- 
ly our eager warmer paſſions,” but our 'plca- 
ſatntery moods do thus invade vs, and we 
dfafphcme by way of advertiſement : Every 


impert;nent ttory or mſpid jeſt, or incrcdi+ | 


ble necration muſt be atteſted and recommend- 
&d by an oath; That Helliſh piece. of oratory 
f over-fpreds their language, thatit's become 
the moſt Remarkable part of it : What prv- 
phate Athciſtical diſcourſes about' God and 
religion? what bbld and infolent abuſes of his 
word in publick houſes? How arc our cars 


Mn l 


—— 


© _—_ — ——_ — 


England; Imminent danger. 


in the ſtreets grated and pierc't with horrid 
Oaths and imprecations? cnough though guil» 
ty of no other crime, to link a nation : Yea, 
how many ſolema dcliberate p2rjunes fuborn 
Gods venerable dreadful name to be the En- 
gine of our fraud and malice: And as it we 
thought he would for-{wear as well as we, 
we bring him to countenance thote crimes 
he hath vowed to puniſh. Thus do we with a 
prodigious impiety, contaminate even divinity it 
(elf, make it the fink of all our puddles torun 
iato, and proſtitute that name which is great 
wondertul and holy, to all the unholy purpo« 
ſes, our paſſion, intercſt, or fancies can ſug» 
gelt. What liceuciousncls Licenſed in plays 
bauſes, where wantonneſ7 is more eftcctually 
Tawght than Decry'd in the pulpit, and Scury;- 
lity preter'd betore what is ſacred 3 while perſo- 
nated religion is laught at on the ſtage, it Io» 
ſes its duc fear and Reverence in our lives. Be» 
lides the vauity, frothine(s of mind, disfitting 
tor religious duties plays naturally produce, 
and precious time miſpent, ia ſeeing and talking 
of them what real good is learnc there, I ap» 
peal to the /i:er and corſciences of thole that 
plead tor, and haunt them. O tintul Allure- 
ments, whcn rwicke{ ATtors have learned thee 
by countertciting, or l.arned to counterteit by 
cuſtom, virtue in the mean time glides away, 
and the applaulc of ip-ctators bring what is 
nought into Imitation. From hence Cupid 
ſharpens his picrccing arrows, and the Deril 
erects (0 many Brothel-bouſes, where wnlanfid 
EK. 2 ga 
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gain is ſpent, and puniſhed with poverty: our 
curzre 15 Overcome with Whoredom: nor 18 
youth brought up in Martial diſcipline, under 
fuch kind of Twawny, Enfigns and Trums 
pets { men of war) grow cowarcly, and [uxu- 
ry effcminates our ſwords ; from whence our 
enemies without wonder Triumph over us, 
an ecalie prey to every foe 3 nor have our we- 
tories deferved praiſe: O once renowned nat» 
es, in whom now, the very vitalls languth 
and decay, and hath ntterly lolt its priſtine 
vigour and aQivity. To how bratiſh an tm« 
pudence is mnc/tanneſſe grown ? we need not 
trace men into their privacier and receſſes, 
themſelves willingly preclaim their guilt, and 
dread nothing ſo much, as the opinion of be» 
ing Innocent, not to have a paramour, IS as 
much as not to be a Comrtier. He who hath 
the greatelt intereſt to debawch, is accounted 
the bkraveſt man: And thoſe who in other 
cales ara molt tender of their own honour, 
Jabour to proſticute-it here, and then glory in 
their ſhame. By 1mmodelt obſcene talk, breath 
mfection on their bearers 3 diſperſe and ſcatter 
their own jmpure hres, to the inflaming, 0- 
thers 3 and make no other uſe of their Fyes 
than of a burning-glaſſe meerly to {ct their 
unclean hearts on fire» Yea, fo out-dated a vir- 
tue 15 modeſty become now, that the fex to 
which jt was once accounted the greatcit oy- 
nament, have put it off 3 look on itas a piece 
ot Knſticily and eonntry-breeding, That tree 
and conhdcent behaviour in ule is, not only 


apt 
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apt to invite aſſaults, but takes off all that cx- 
tenuation of crime, which was wont to be al- 
lowed that ſex, upon the ſuppolition of their 
being ſeduced; and this pulling down the tenc?, 
is too often an indication they are willing to 
lie common: Dceency is little regarded 3 and Ir- 
reparable time inſenſibly paſſes away , while 
the head is adorning , the hair curling into 
la(civious wrethes, and a youthful countenance 
diſguiſed with patches : much coſt and pains 
inattires to court the eye the naked breaſts 
and laſctyious dreſſes, more plaukble kind of 
pandors, Trapans and ſnares tor the wanton 
behoulder; by Ambiguous habits adding fuel 
to unlawful Alames. A conhdence in wit ins 
cites them to ſcoffing, and indecency; They 
deſpiſe the company of their own ſex, and 
are defirous to trafique away their own re- 
pen. Chaatfncd is aymed to be ſhunned 
y ſtuperous actions; and whatſoever is of 

force to prevail for the ſtaying of a Miſtrez, 
is lookt upon, as that which will abandou 
Modeſty ; Yea Marrizge, the remedy God hath 
Aſſigned, with many ſerves only to exaſperate 
the diſeaſe, and advance limple fornication to 
Adaltery, and ſuperadd perjury to wncleenneſſe- 
Thoſe ſicred Bands are broken like Sampſons 
withs, upon every aflault of the Philiſtins 3 
and the very thou2bts of being confined, makes 
men more apt to rangez their only quarrel to 
their wives is, that they are their own. 'Tis 
not their need but fancy they mult provide for, 
and gratific two fins at once, their vonity, as 
H 3 well 
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well as their Ly; their complacency in wnder- 
mining the Hxr1band, as great as that of ex* 
joying the wife. Conjugal honour is violated 
and Hymen conccals torbidden love, which 1s 
by conſent caſt underfoot; and thoſe ſolemn 
covenants, but cloaks to cover adulterous ac- 
tions : Nor is it enough to be Evil by Imita- 
tion, but exemplary in that which exceeds the 
fin of Sodom and whoredome of Gomorah. Res 
pine not O) England, but eftecm the anger 
favourable, which goodncls hitherto hath 0- 
verpoylcd, and put a Reſiraint to thy deſert; 
ſince thoſe exceed thee in puniſhment, whom 
thou outvielt in im. Ah! ſivtul nation, ficep» 
cd in iniquity : into which the deadly ſerpent 
hath ſct at liberty his hellith furics z on which 
the bottomleſſe pit breaths with a poylonous 
breath, infccting the very entrals with mor- 
tall tumes. *'Tis well, if among all other pro- 
jects tor promoting of boly chwrch, this be not 
one, to debaucb our gentry, the better - to dil- 
poſe them tor 1mbracing that Religion which 
can aftord them indulgence at fo cheap a 
rate, The whole ſpecies of Real friendſhip 
ſeems to be extinguiſhed , fiance the fiffitions 


took place; and is become only a contederacy | 


m fin, a combination and league againſt what 


they account the common enemy; God and ver- | 


te. Tis a rarity, almoft a prodigie, to tind 


(even among thoſe that proteſſe the greateſt 


dearnefle } any that hath the courage to give, 
or humility fo receive an A4monigion. Burt in 
Gead of the wounds of a fricud, give the kif- 

{cs 
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ſes of an encmy (py) ſuch mutual toothipgg in yprov 29-5: 


ill, as render it inveterate and incurable z nay, 
not only nouriſh thoſe .vices they find alrgady 
planted, but ſow new fccds; communicate 
their perſonal nes to cach other : as it the 
community of fricud{hip obliged them mutu- 
ally to diffuſe -their poyſon 3 and he that hath 
arrived to the more clcvated mylicrious part 
of wickedneſs , would. loſe much of the 
guſt, if he ſhould not get ſome cont.dent, 
to whom at oncc to boaft and propagate. his 
proficiency. - So rcproachtul is Sbriety with 
them, as even thoſe that valuc it, dare nat 
own it; but are drivca to preſerve it by ſhifts 
and Artifices, or chuſe to Abandon it- rather 
than Hazard the ſcand4a! ; So "balc, that they 
arc aſhamed both of picty and hamaxity, and 
had rather ceaſe to be men, than appear. to 
be Chriſtians. They think it cnough to-dama 
themſelves with thcir fricnds, and all. thcir 
combinations are tran{muted into that of ſor; 
which they not only commit themſelves, but 
laugh at the ſcrxpilſty of thoſe that dare not, 
or do it with a Lſhing countenance, and a trem- 
bling Conſcience, as the reproach of the ſchool 
of wickedneſs; becauſe not yet attained to thole 
heights of impicty they Glory in, who have ſub- 
dued their conſcience much caficr than others do 
their fins, which they boaſt of and defend - wjth 
as much greedinc(s as they commit, untowhom 
no ſin 1s ſo unpardonable as:the thinking there 
1s any at all; The utmoſt they. will allow in 
the deſcription of ſin, is, that it is a thing 1bet 
H 4 ſome 
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(ome Hive by declaiming againft, and others exn- 
not live without tbe pratiice of, That clap a 

ols coat on all that are not of vices train & 
retinues As if no Art were proper for gentlemen, 
but to ſwagger, wanton, and rant 1t in the 
mode, and none fit tor their company, but ſuch as 
can talk profanely, with aB»one-grace, and ſwear 


in the neweſt faſhion, As if he that willpoc- | 


ket up a wrong, and take a Lyc any other 
way than upon the point of his ſword, were 
a daftard, and deſerved net the honour of any 


noble ſociety 3 to be hooted at as a moſt un- | 


ardonable Coward, that will not die for his 
Aritreſs, ſooner than for his G4, and Coun- 
try And as if all the Snakes that hang in En- 


vie's perrewig, were twiſted about their ran- | 


karous ſouls, H:line/7 can no ſooner appear in 
fight,” but they craul up into their tongue, 
thruſt forth their heads at their mouth, and 
fall a hiſſing at, and ſtinging, of it, as it paſ- 
ſes by. How are we ready to be born down 
by that ſpitctal enemy ot all virtue and good- 
neſſe;- the Impudence of ſuch, who *t's hard 
to ſay, whether they ſhew it more in com- 
mitting fin; 'or defending itz of fo bad man- 
ners, that ſcarce any thing can be Imagined 
worſe, unleſs the wit they uſe to excuſe them 
with 3: that take the meaſure of mens perfec- 
tions downward, and the ncarer the approach 


CE ee ti. te en 


to Be2ft;, the more they think themſclves to 


AQ like men. O myfortunate times) where- 
in wickedneſſe is ſo incouraged; approved, 
gonnived at, that 'ths a wonder we' doc not 


Eſtabliſh 
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Eſtabliſh it by Law, and make ſome Act of 
Parliament to continue it in faſhion for ever: 
when, he that ſpeaks againſt ſin, becomes more 
odious than he that ads it, and he that re- 
om. muſt expe& the unjuſt retaliation of 
eing reproved for his pains; and a man may 
with leifſe peril of Scorn appear in the moſt 
ſupcrannuated dreſs, than own the qua- 
lities of meeknels, poverty, ſobriety, &e. Vir- 
tne bears the blame of vices fawlts, a ice 
the credit of virtues goodneſs 3 Drunk is 
accounted 'good fel lowſhipz Swearing and curl- 
ing, a gentile dialect, or extravagant fpecch- 
es z Covetouſne(s, frugality and thrittine(s; Pride 
is but decency; Fornication, an harmleſs plea» 
fore; Adultery, but a frolick Flattery, civil 
deportment 3 Cheating and colening, inge- 
nuityz Jcſting with ſcripture, is wit; Opprefi- 
on is exacting no more than ones due; Filthy 
talk, is but honeſt mirth; Atheiſme, but rala- 
ry; Killing a man in a Duel, is gallantryzand 
Revenge, but a point of honour; Cloſe-hand- 
ednefſe, good-husbandry. He paſſes for a cons 
ſidering-man, that deſputes principles; and is 
thought moſt to own his reaſon, that leaſt 
owns his faith. Nothing moves us, but what 
courts our ſenſes; and what is not groſle e- 
nough ta be ſcen, we think too wiſe to be 
conlidered. A ſerious man is accounted an 
Humoriſt. He that dares reprove for fin, is 
a peevith fellow, He that complies not with 0- 
thers in vice, is conccited : and he that cares 
not for yain and idle diſcourſe, is an II1-bred 
7 Clown 
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Clown, fitter to live among Hermits, than in* 
genious men. He that cannot away with the 
Helliſh Rhetorick of damming and fivking, 
is a preciſianz and he that mourns for fin 
a melancholly perſon. Forgiving injuries, is a 
principle of cowardice, that Emaſculates the 
world, gratikcs Encmics, and loſcs the (a- 
tisfactiou of Revenge. Patience in adverſity, 
is Stupidity. Humility, a ſymptom of a lead- 
en {pirit. To love our cnemies, a picce of (pa- 
ani: To turn the check not only 
to rd, but invite new injurics, by own- 
ing them as benefits. Temperance, is branded 
for ill nature and dulneſs of humour. Chaſtity, 
unnaturalne(s. Zeal, paſſion. Modcſly , a fool- 
iſh Baſhfulneſs. Stritneſs in religion, is no- 
thing but Hypocriſy. To be meck is to be 
ſervile, a temper fit only for the abject. Pay- 
ing ——_ for curſes, kindneſſcs and good 
turns for hatred, a Ridiculous paticnce, that 
expoſes to the inſolencies of many, the ſcorn 
and derifion of all men, and they will beno 
ſuch fools for Chriſts ſake. Selfdenial is a vow- 
ed open madneſs, to part with rcal pleaſures 
for, an empty name, or profit, for that bank- 
rout thing, called conſcience. Charity 1s arrai» 
ned of robbery, and ſtigmatizcd as a thing 
that picks the purſe, and rifles coffers, The 
chriſtian precepts of meeknelſs, long-ſufterance, 
and gy. g-— injurics are deſpilcd as rudi- 
ments of cowardice and pulillanimity, Men tear 


<Prov. 18. oft the Signatures of honour God himſclt hath 
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canſel his patents by whom Kings reignz and 
mark them out, as the objects of (corn, to 
whom God gives {o glorious ateſtimony. Good- 
nels is of fo old a date, and conſtapt to one 
habit, that it agrees not with our Athenians, 
while nothing is ſo 4=-'a-mode as vice, dreſt in 
ſeveral ſhapes, and appears nes, though it be 
as old as the Devil; and gains not only ttrength 
but impudence : We are become witneſſes a- 
g2inſt our fclves of declaring our fin as So- 
dom (a) and have torced God to atteſt again 
us in a manner as con|picuous: We ſeem tobe 
advanced beyond a common degree of Hoſti- 
lity with God , (ubjoyn malice to licentioul- 
nels, and project not more to pleaſe our (elves, 
than diſpleale him. We protcls a contempr, 
not only of his commands, but of bimſe/f ; and 
ſeek no lefle to dethrone him, than to abrogate 
thoſe, By our infamous Crimes we do open 
violence to heaven; make it a kind of per- 
ſonal quarrel, and darc (as it were) thedivine 
vengeance to vindicate it {clt. As it we 
would tempt the proot of a dicty in our own 
deliructionz and our onely dclign were to be 
famous for onr wickedneſij. Armed with del- 
pight and contempt we ſummon heaven and 
earth to take notice of us, as it he would not 
or durſt not puniſh us. When the Lord of 
hoſt is teartully and continually provoked 3 
not only robbed, but mocked; uſed contume- 
lioully, as well as unjuſtly, 'tis high time for 
him to arm himſelf with vengeance, and come 
forth to cut off a rebellious people : Groſſe fins 
commonly, 
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commonly, openly committed, are as ſo ma» 
ny cords to pluck down judgment; yet men 
ſet themſclves as it were on purpoſe to pro- 
voke his anger; joyn with their deliberate 
fins, a viſible contempt , ſcorn, and deh- 
ance of Gods commands; They tin with a high 


| 


— 


hand; and not oftly break the law, God and | 
nature have laid upon them, butdo it coſhew | 


the bravery of their ſpirits; to let the world 
ſee what ſtout and gallant perſons they be; 
to demonſtrate what courage they have 3 that 
they are the men that dare {ſtorm the gates of 
Hell, and valiantly, violently ruſh on their own 
damnation; So unwilling are the gallant ſpi- 
rits of our days togo to Hell in the old way, 


that it cannot conliſt with the greatneſs of 


of their ſpirits to be wicked at thoſe low rate; 
their fily Anceſtors were. In all they do, they 
would be taken notice of ; appear above the 
vulgar, and proclaim to all men, that they 
arc none of thoſe Melancholy, weak brain'd, 
mean-ſpirited perſons, who are ſo awed with 
the apprehenſion of 2 diety, that they dave 
net fin freely, They pay fo little of reve- 
rence due to God, that at laſt they turn 


— 
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their impiety into argument 3 and inter him not | 
to be, whom thy treat ſounlike one ; and they '' 


will not thank his charity, that will not hope 
better of them. To them Davids Atheiſt is a 
modeſt puny, and deſerves the epithite of s 
fool that would not own,what would now a-days 
ſocertainly denominate hima Witt, and maſter 
of reaſon: Though at hilt prompted by their 


intereſt | 
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intereſt to take up the tenner, as a buckler 
againſt the unwelcome invaſions, and checks 
ot conſcience 3 for the more plauſible enjoy= 
ment of their luſts ; but when they hind their 
neceſſity made a virtue, and themſelves ſtruck 
into the repute of a wit by all but thoſe that have 
none; they doubt not but their fame will increaſe: 
with their irrch1gion 3 ſo make themlelves its 

avowed champions 3 ſcek to win it proſclites 3 
not only ſc, but /-ve it 3 and appear ſozealous 

tor it, as if they made it their religion to have 

none. How many ſuch reverſe kind of Evan» 

gelitts, who with as great defign unteach Divi- 

nity as the firſt propugners taught it? Satan! 
now may leave his tqylc{ome labour of com - 
paſſing the carth, do his buſineſs for bim. 
Are there not new arts and ſchooles of fin day»: 
ly invented and erected, where the art of fin is 
delivered by Rwle, and men taught how they 
may wiſcly damne themſelves, moſt eftectually 
provoke God, and curſe themſclves into his 
diſpleaſure ? To put their own damnation in 
their prayers inſtead of imploring Gods grace: 

beg, of him to damn body and toul for ever? 
How many endeavour to put profanc4s into rhe- 
torick ? and to teach blaſphemy to ſpeak with 
eloquence ? That know no other breeding, but 
to lin with impudence or braveric, but to be 
brave againlt God; and to charge upon their 
OWN ruine ? That have ſo conquered thole pre» 
judices they had conceived of virtue and vice, 
lin and ſhame, that they dare in the open Sun 
commit thoſe fins, Cowards run into the dark 
tor, 
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for. So ſupcrlatively, prodjgioutly wicked, 
that former times brought torth but Prny's to 
our Anakims in wickedneſs ; notorious tighters 
againſt God, proteſlors of vice in th: Devill's 
Academy ; improving thcir ingenuity to learch 
out diligently new w.y; of iniquity (b), and to 
devilc oathes that ſhall be Al-a-mode, unknown 
tothe leſ7ſtudyed ſinners, and bunglers in wick» 
ednefſs. As it a conſultation had been had with 
the French, Ita/izn,and all the out-Jandith devills, 
toadvile us of all their ſcvcral modes of vice; 
we arc lo good at following, that we are more 
compleat than our pattern, How dreadtull 
that in a nation protcfling chriſtianity, among 
n people, whole genius inclines them to civility 
and rcligion ; that have tiKgreateſt advantages 
of bchaviour and education, and who are to 
we Lawy of civility to the reit of the nations, 
therc (hould be found fo many,who deride religi- 
on,make ſport with their own protanefs, and (6 
light of nothing as being damn'd, a thing not 
to be regarded whether they be eternally happy 
or miſcrable z and never think ot it, but when 
they call upon God to damne them for tear 
he ſhould not do it tunc enough tor them. 
Bur will be no comfort co them in another 
world, that they were accounted wits for de» 
riding thoſe mileries they then feel and {mart 
under the ſcverity of z nor mitigation of their 
flames, that they go laughing into them , nor 
Will they endure them the better, becauſe they 
would not believe them. Tell it not in Gath, 
publith it not in the ſtreets of Askelon, leſt the 
daughters 
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daughters of the Philiftines and of the uncircum- 


ciſcd rejoyce and triumph. (c) The enemies of , jc, , -o, 


our peace have no greater incouragment againlt 
us, than to ſee and find us at open wars with 
God. Their tins gay they) will provoke him, 
when he is provoked, he will deſert them, and 
when they arc deſerted by him, then ſhall we 
prevail againſt them, Our hearts full of im- 
picty, is vented in atheiltical drollings at what- 
ſoever is ſacred; Religion made the ſport of 
entertainments, the common ſubjgR ot playes 
and comedies. O! is there nothing to trifle with 


but God and his ſervice ? Is wit 


grown fo 


Schismaticall and ſacrilegious, that it can pleaſe 


it ſelf with nothing but holy ground 


? and hnd 


nothing to caroule in but the veſſells of the 
temple ? are protaneſſe and wit grown ſuch 
inſeparable companions, that none ſhall be al- 
low'd to pretend to the one, but fuchas dare 
be highly guilty of the other ? that ſcoft at paſt 
promiſes, as antiquated (tories, tales that never 
had accompliſhment 3 and endeavour to impoſe 
upon the ſecure world, a diſeſteem of all the 


threats of God, as the troubleſom 


dreames of 


ſome melancholy hungry Prieſt, who divines for 
areward, and whoſe trade is to inveigh againſt 


fin : deeming them cauſele(s curſes 
come ; and the paſſionate rants 


that never 
of weaker 


perſons, who wauild zerrijie where they cannot 
perſwade, and f'ighten whom they cannot force : 
Decryinng it as the greateſt folly and moſt un- 
manly ſubmiſſion to yield them any conlidera- 
tion 3 a projet of impoling upon credulous 


fouls 
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foules, and of gaining reall advantages to the 
managers, while they tecd the City proſelites with 
imaginary ones That tempcrance , chaſtity, 
mortitication &c. were but the creations of 
melancholy reclufiv'es, who would cnvioully 
impoſe thoſe bands upon offers, wherewitch 
they had fooliſhly fettered themſelves. That 
God is more indulgent to mens appctites,which 
they may ſatisfic here as they pleaſe, without 
thole future danigers preachers fright them withz 
which thoughts ſuggeſt to them a more than 
valgar wildtn, not to be ſhaken as fooles, with 
words and a miſtaken courage, which is but obſtt- 
nacy 3 nor to be betior'd out of their carnal] ſa- 
tisfations. That God is not extream to mark 
what is done amils, To all declarations of 
ſuture Judgment, they oppoſe his goodnels 
and mercy, that (6 gracious a God cannot ap» 
point eternall corments for the temporall tranſ- 
grefſions of finite creatures thus, as if he could 
not be juſt withcut being crucl, they batfle his 
veracity with his clemency, and make his towg- 
ſuffering to wear out the (cle of his juſtice. Scof- 
fers, walking after cheir own Jults, ſaying, 


6:.Pet.3.3 where is the promiſe of his coming, 8&c. (d) luch 


willfull ignorance makes theſe unfaithfull ttew- 
ards argue froth their Lord's delaying to come, 
that cither he will not call them to account, or 
that they may have leaſure enough to beat their 
fellow ſervants, and cat and drink with the 
drunkenzand thereby povoke the hand of Godto 
take away his mcrcics, by their ſacritcing them 
to their idol luſts, while Chritt 1n his poor _ 

crs 
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bers goes hungry and naked. Their tongues ſe* 
on hire of hell, thoot cheir poiſoned arrowes v 
oathes and blaſphcmics at the tace oft God 3 fuch 
as the deeply damn'd jn the botromleſſe pir, 
could never be guilty of wore : as it they'd curle 
away all his blefſings from the land of their na» 
tivity, and prels the divine vengeance to ſet un 
fire the whole courſe of nature, O what rivers, 
what ocean of tearcs are competent to bewail 
ſuch unuttcrable cvils ? Thete are ſuch fad, 
ſuch dirctull cran(mutations, as cxci:e not [5 
much wouder, as gricte and lamentation? ſha!) 
I uot vilic for thef- things ſaith the Lord, and 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation 


as this (e)? when ſuch moniters appear, they « Je.5.3- 


preſage a ſtormin the {tate. When the blasphe- 
mics of the prophanc, ſenſuality of che valup- 
tuous, and rmockerics of the hypocrite, {cad day» 
ly challcuges to heaven, we cannot but look it 
ſhould at laſt overcome its long ſuffering, awa- 
ken God to vindicate the Honour of his name, 
and not ſuffer it any longer to be thus profiitu- 
tcd and pollutcd ;; nor (it (till unconcern'd when 
ſo many indignitics are continually offered him 

Such exaſpcrating crimes we cannot expc&t 
ſhould be wholly relpited to another world 3 but 
in all probability awaken his fury, aud pull 
down preſent judgments. Such nationall im- 
pictics are ſad indications and fatal! {ymptomes, 
that we have nigh fill'd up the meaſure of our 
iniquities, and are ripened for the woes de- 
nounc'd againlt thoſe, who call evill good; and 


9 


good evill (f) : That his juſtice will multiply out f Ifa.s. 20, 


miſerics, to a proportion with our tins, which 
I are 
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are alſo increaſed by our unprofitableveſs under 
foregoing corre(itons, & (© many methods to make 
us {crieus it any thing would, Had we lighted 
God and religion, under the abundance of 
peace and plenty, and ſaw no ſeveritiecs of Gods 
juſtice upon ſuch as made a mock at fin 3 it might 
well have interrupted our peace, and deſiroy'd 
that plenty, which made us out of the greatneſs 
of our pride and wantoneſs to kick againtt Hea- 
ven. Butro doit in deſpight of all Gods judg» 
ments; to laugb inhisface when his rod i upon 
our backs ;, when neither peſtilence, nox hire can 
make us more afraid of him, whcn we dance 
among naked ſwords; dehe and reproach Hea- 
ven in midſt ofa citys ruin's,and over the graves 
of thoſe whom the arrows of the Almighty 
have heaped together, what can be thought of 
us, but that nothing will make us ſerious 
bur erernall miſery ? The propcr effe&t of 
religion is ſafety and ſecurity : the work ot 
rightcouſneſſe ſhall be peace, and the effe&t of 
rightcouſneſs, quictne(s and aſſurance for ever 
(g.3 when a nation is deprived of theſe Blel- 
lings, *tis a ſign, it is defective in the means 
of them; and we may judg of the degree of 
the fir, by that of the puniſhment: that "tis 
no ordinary defe@ in religion, that hath cxpos» 
ſed us to ſo many ſore judgments following (o 
cloſe, one upon another, not to be pararc)l'd 
by any Hiſtory or examplcz ſuch unuſuall pro- 
vocations, as former times have not been guil- 
ty of. Other ages have been carelefle in du- 


ties of xcligion towagds Ged, and of _ | 
and 
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and charity towards one another, but ſtill thers 
was a reverence payd to the very profeſlion of 
religion; and choſe who had little of the truth 
jin the power of it, thought ic an honour to 
pretend to it, But was there ever any time , 
when the very form of religion was out of fa- 


* ſhion ? when tnen arrived to that impudence, 


as to diſpute againtt the very being of God, 
and future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments? 
and made it thejr buſineſle to bring the very 
profeſſion of religion into contempt ? when 
every frothy wreteh who hath not ſcriouſneſs 
enough to coulider, wiſdom nor grace enough 
to diſtinguiſh, hall be (ec p for a wit by his 
ſcotfing at virtve? And it this be our cale, 
what can any ( who hclieves a Diety, concern'd 
for humane affairs) expet to be the fruic of 
our irreligion and unrighteouſneſſe? but that the 
jealous God fbould in ſome extraordinary wan- 
xer, be revenged on ſuch a finfull people: nor 
is there any thing more <quall, than that thoſe 
who would bring religioa into contempt , 
ſhould ſuffer under it themſelves. Tnjuries done 
to the truth, and Goſpell, are fad forebodes 
of ruin. The miniſtery of Chriſt diſhonourcd 
was a"juſt preparation, and juſtification of that 
fo ſevere ſttoke Feruſalems. deſtruction. The 
Goſpel honowred, is as a wall of fire for defence, 
and breaks outward upon the enemies of a 
nation ; when deſpiſed it burns inward. It is 
xz Pillar of firc,,and acloud of proteRion, when 
obſerved; but diſregarded, it is a cloud troy- 
bled with a thunderbplt, cowling up and 
fdown,and at laſt fAaſhing out in lightening to de-/ 
k frroy* 


IIs 
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troy, Nothing delivers the hiltory- of - any 
'ithe ſo fziri to poſterity, 25 an honourable cn» 
fertainmcnt of 4 purc and anmixed religion, 
\ giving it the atrmioſt freedom to ſhine as the 
San! to communicire it {If as the air; and to 
ton like the fountains without 'any interrup- 
: "tion. The: G-ſpel of Chriſt,is the common hap- 
'pincſe and - neceffny of the world , trom no 
"nation, of which; 'where ever it had place, 
trith t uſed to remove, but it carricd the 
konour, and peace reliding there, with it: as 
the gl ry together with' the ark, departed from 
If ze}, leaving -it as naked of preſent bappin'ſe, 
«a5 Ot the hopes of eternoll. - The horror of a- 
ny puniſhwent- inflicted by God, argues the 
offence proportionably hainous ; his ways arc 
equall, and his Judgments never excced, but 


--are beneath the tranſgreſion. Therctore he fo 


" ſeverely puniſhes our not amending after Judg- 


*rrients , becauſe impenitcncy is a molt horrid 


provocation 3 being a contempt and deſpite of 
al his gracions and- glorious attributes; for 


-wchaving both taſted tn , and felt puniſh- 


ment, yct think the former worthy the hazard 
of the latter , and that one is a cheap purchaſe 


-f&r the other; reproach and affront inhmte 
*wiſdom , of having not ſufficiently pro- 
*vided for the attainment of his end, by | in» 
'yentingthe confequence between fin and pus 


niſtment; that men might be adviſcd not re 
dote'uponfin, which draws after it ſach an in- 
ſeparable threng of miſeries, aſſuring the more 
ſenſu part,” that- there are juft and ſolid 

ls | comforts 
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comforts in obedience, and = to difobey (hy 
be neither ſafe,; gor pleaſaut. - Yeag we thencbyt 
radely ſcorn, the: Divine kondneſle by which 
weare ſaved from a totall <xcilion.,. and .re-\ 
je the Court-ſhipto a more endeared loves qur 
being not ſhut up iathe pit,, wheye there is no” 
rxcemcmbrance: of hitn, argucs he gelerves us: for 
his (ervice and- embraces; - - We ſlight .aod. was 
dervalue his power; -and braye his , omaipos? 
tency , and afffgant him to his fcc, atter 
eſcaping one ſirgkes which argues this vile e- 
ſicem ot God, -aS #-he had walked all. his chun« 
derbolts, emptyed. his quiver, and broke his' 
$Iward in the firſt encounter. . When bardiy? 
come off trom one overthrow , we challenge 
him to another, renewing the controverh*: by 
repeating our {ins3 we mult be concluded to 
think he cannot triumph as. glorioully in the 
Yallies as on the Hills, nor have Rteengeh &. 
nough for a treſh Victory ( b ), ſe we ſhould * * _ 
certainly hear his firſt rod 3 ( who can puniſh: 
yet leven times more ) and be aſhzmed that 
our Father hath ſpit in our face, and not wa» 
ry tum ill he (mite us with greater and ct 1ep 
ſortsot puniſhments, with. an ;ucter diſiobeci- 
tance, and our land be no moe :in remem+ 
brance, except. in the ſtories of its &n and rus 
inc. + As if our (pace of repentance' were given 
us to revenge our ſelves upon him; and to make 
bir rue the wounds he hath given us3' how 
do many of us dip our tongues 25 *twere in 
our bloud, and (pit it in his glorious face? 

O how doth this debauched age anticipate the 

I 3 miſcries 
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miſerics of the place of tortnent by continuc- 
ing m ſin -undex affliction? Moeb ſettled rpon ber 
Leet, is at eſe indeed, bat not when empryed 
from veſſel #0 veſſel. Did Sodow and Gomorrab 
ſo proyoke God, while the fire and brimftone 
was ſhowering on their heads, pafſe over the 
Mes of Chittime and ſee, and (end -unto Kedar, 
and confider diligentlyy ak ye now among 
the Heathens, - ; tec if there be ſuch a thing; 
can the moſt favage Pagans'pararell the crimes 
we glory in that have been a people of 
wrath,and ſeem to have been born, to be as 
fewell for Judgement, and-ſummoned upon 
the ſtage of the world, to come and behold 
what defolatious God can bring upon 4 land, 
for the wickednefſe . of them that dwell there- 
in. For thoſe plagues and miſerics which 
were want to be divided among ſeverall ages 
and to fall fingly and in certain periods of 
time, have all befallenusat once, atid come 
upon us with the ſpeed of halty meſſengers, one 
treading upon the heels of another; ſo that 
we have had fſcatce time to ſiirvey the waſts 
and ſpoiles one hath made, ere another came 
to call for our tears and wonder. Let us fit 
dawn: upon our ruines, and recount thetn if 
we can : fot (i ) he that ate on the J/bBite- 
borſe hath ſhot at os, and the Red Horſt 
hath marched: furiouſly 'btefote, all blond 
with the cffeQs of Civill war, & the Pale Horſe 
hath followed with dezth upon his back; and the 
gfave at his heels, and after- them thoſe ont of 
whoſe mouth iflued fre and. ſock and brim 


ſtone, 
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fone, with the innumerable ſeries of their 
miſcries, and ſad conſequences , brivging (5 
much poyerty and dcfolation on the whole 
Kingdom, Every firoke at the magazcne ot 
life is much more dangerous , than heavier 
downfalls upon leſſe noble parts, aud ſpeak 
ſevereft intentions of that diſplealure that cut 
us ſo deep in that one neci, The three 
lite Judgments making up to the very head 
and topot the Nation, where they fixcd them+ 
ſelves as if they had that commiſgon to hghe 
neither with ſmell nor great but the Metropolir, 
which alſo deſcended upon the whole 3 the Ifſue 
of all, we have juſt cauſe to fear,. if it be 
not our ſpeedy amendment, will be our rwine. 
For weare not amended, though we are alrea- 
dy puniſhed not to correction only but to a 
terror and example, for he hath called Heaven 
and Earth to witneſſe; the world rings with 
the ſound of our ruines. He hath cited all 
nations to judge between him and us, and hath 
pleaded againſt us in his Judgemeuts, and 
diſcovered our nakcdneſſey putting us to an 0» 
pen ſhame; for all the world knows, the 
Judge thereof will not deal unrightconſly 3 & 
our fins therefore were very grievous, and the 
cry of them waxen great, becauſe he hath ſo 
deſtroyed us. For, where Judgments are en- 
graven on the Reverſe, Iniquities arc inſcribed: 
there needs no more to declare the gilt of 
Sodom, than to tell the travellers as they went 
along, there once was a City, where is now 
a pitchy lake; and when the Marriners ſhall 
fayl by our ſhores, and ſay, bow js the joyons 

I 4 City 
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City become a deſolation? they will ſoon ſubjoin 
how was ibe Foittfull City become 2 harlet , and 
wnrighteonſneſſe lodged in her * And that now 
there remains nothing, but that it ſhould pu- 
niſh us to exciſion and vengeance ( though he 
only knows how ſoon, and by what ways,) 
our {elves may gueſſe by our ſins and: terrors , 
that it is not far off, When judgments tread 
on the. heels of one another, and hang to» 
gether in (o long a line, when God ſpeaks 
once and twice, when he is not quiet with us 
but importunes and ſolicits to a tenſe, and we 
regard, it not, he intends ſome:bing great and 
conſicerable. For, he doth not hght as one 
that beateth the air; but having entered in- 
to particulars, atlaft ſums up all, in a perfect 
eftect,, and leficr Judgements arc but the begire 
nings*ot ſorrow; When our Phyſe;an purges, 
andthe diſtcmper continues, the bloud ſti]] core 
rupt after ficquent Pleberrmie, and impurity till 
{wims up after all evecwations, 'tis deadly; for 
it argues the who/e myIſſe 15 corrupted, and nee 
thing to be purged , but what is ie ſelf 3 
God 1s weary ot-{triking, impenitents in order 
to 1 Cure, and they mult do as thoſe in whom 
nature hath no reliſttan e to make againſt the 
preyailing diſtemper 3 the whole head is ſick , 
and the whole heart faint, and thoſe powers 
periſhed that thould be ayded by medicine: 
The -princip es of recovery, that are as the 
handles by which God apprehends the ſoul , 
arc lolt, by g cat obduration in fin, and men 
die like bcalts u ;der thoſe trokes, of which 
ans pe thy 
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they underſtand. rom ore than that they op- 
preſſe tham. Things continue to conteſt 
( when they are in it ) till one of them deſert 
itsown mode, and ſtations this cannot fall on 
Almighty Juſtice, a broken melted heart run- 
ning out ot its to mer ſhape, ceaſes the con- 
troverſie between God and man, but an hard- 
ned Pharaoh, holds Judgements play, trill they 
accompliſh their own. God will not be guil- 
ty of pain ads, nor puniſh for our retorma- 
tion, and then remove thoſe puniſhments be- 
fore we' reform , except he abandon us the 
care of his providenee , anJ1 reſerve his dil- 
pleaſure for our finall deſtruction; what ſhall 
we ſay? when we canplay with the effects of 
his anger and the herceneſle of it will not 
melt ns; incapable of impreſſion under all his 
ſtrokes, and ſleep under the noiſe of preſent and 
approaching Judgement, that infmite wiſdom 
can ſcarce invent ſach as will awaken us, when 
by a people protcling true religion and godli- 
nefle thoſe fins are dayly multiplyed, that pro- 
vokephim, ſo that he 1s weary of correcting us 
and of his own repentimgs. It ſome branches of 
the great tree of a Kingdom be barren, or 
bear evil fruit, he may in mercy prune it with 
ſome ſmaller Judgement, to make it bring 
forth good fruit; but when hcis tired out in 
waiting, tor fruit,and both body and boughs be 
corrupted and rotten, He'll deltroy it root 
and branch, and not ſuffer it longer to cum- 
ber the ground. When falſe fires appear, and 
the fire of the Altar goes out, ſure God is 
departing 
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departing from his Temple. When the lo- 
cuſts and Caterpillars ſwarm in the held, and 
the Frogs croak in every corner of the houle, 
the Judgment of God is already upon the land. 
When the Idolatrous nations join in confe« 
deracy, and the Cancenites are combined a» 
gainſt the Iſraelites, and the Iſraelites arc divided 
among themſelves z when the hand of Moſe; 
falls in prejer, and Amolek, prevails in battel, 
we muſt needs expe it ſhould go ill with 
Iſrael. When the Preachers mouths arc fopt, 
and Players opened, When a nation is lick 
of a (pirituall plureſy, and ſurfeit upon the 
bread of life; when God ſees his mercics ly- 
ing under the table, 'tis jutt with him to call 
to the enemy to take away, When wickcd- 
neſſe ſhoves it ſelf on, ſettles and grows to a 
head, and the age we live in, ſeems the drain 
and ſink of the fins and evills of former times, 
It argues our iniquities grow fall, which have 
been ſameages in hiling, and we haiting to de+ 
firuction. Of ſuch a gencration hall be re- 
quired all the bloud that was ſhed from yght* 
cous Abell, to Zacharig. When the Lord of 
the whole earth hath fenced a land about, for 
a Vineyard to himſelf, and hath done fo 
much to it, that no more can be done, yet for 
grapes —_ wild grapes, let himſelf 
( as true in his threats as that he is) tell you 
what he will do to this Vineyard (k), When 
men axe hot ſeparated from their droffe, hot 
foftned by the fire of afligtion, what niay we 
expc&, but that he ſhould turn the whole 


King- 
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Kingdom into a furnace of Judgment, and heat 
it ſeven times hotter, till he hath utterly con- 
fumed ns. When the ficld is overgrown with 
thorns, and a- whole land is ſown with vice, 
the Harveſt time muſt bea day of defiruion; 
even as I have ſeen, they that plow iniquity, 
and ſow wickedneſſe, reap the ſame ( 1). 


The much to be feared, many ways threats 


ted, every way deſerved rainous condition 


of England while ſome preſage from Signs in 
the Heavens, unuſuall © apparitions, and great 
thutations in that courfe and order God hath 
appointed in nature, others expe from for- 
mer {eee of perfons endowed ( asſup- 
poſed) with a prophetick ſpirit, But we have 
a more ſure word of Prophecy. I am no Pro- 
phet, nor the Soy of a Propber, but E will ftand 
—= my watch, and ſet my ſelf upon the 

ower, and will watch to ſee what the Lord 
Will ſay unto me, and the Lotd anſwered me 
and ſaid (m ) Go and tel! this people, hear 

e indeed but underſtand not, and ſee indeed 
but perceive not; make the heart of this peo- 
dle fat, and make theit cars heavy, and ſhur 
their eyes ; leſt they ſee with rheit eyes; 4tid 
hear with their ears, and utiderftand witch theit 
hearts, 4nd convert, and be healtd:Then aid 1; 
Lord how long?and he anſwered,untill the City 
be waſted without inhabitant, and the houſes 
withour man, and the land be utterly deſos 
late, and the Lord have removed man far a- 


way, and there be a great forſaking in the 
midſt 
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+ 16.9. midſt of the land (=); ye have ſeen all that 
; the Lord did betore your eyes, in the land of 
Egypt unto Pheraob, and unto all his ſervants, 

and unto all his land. The great temptati- 

ons which thine eyes have (cen, the ſigns, and 

thoſe great miracles; yet the Lord hath not 

given you an heart to perceive, and cycs to 

»Pen.2z, fee, and cars to hear unto this day ( s ): The 
2.&. bellows arc burnt, the lead is conſumed of 
the hire, the founder melteth in vain, for the 
wicked are not plucked away : reprobate Sil- 
ver ſhall men call chem, becauſe the Lord hath 
zejected them (p ). Thou haſt firicken them 
but they haye not grieved, thou haſt conſumed 
them,but they have refuſed to receive correCtis« 
. on, they have made their faces harder than a 
rock,they haye refuſed to returnz;wherefore a ly- 
on out of the forreſt ſhall flay them( q ); Only 
fear the Lord, aud ſerve. him in truth with 
all your Hcartz for conſider how great things 
be hath done for. you , but if ye ſhall ſtill dg 
wickedly, ye. ſhall be conſumed, both ye, and 
#rSwm.re, your King(r_). Thouart the land that is not 
IGurs, Clcanſed, . nor rained upon in the day of 
indignation ; therefqre have I pourcd out. my, 
indignation upon them, I have conſumed them 

'+..., With the tice of my wrath (.s)). For the 
4 '"” people turneth not unto him that ſmiteth 
them, neither do they ſeck the Lord of Hoſis; 
therefore the Lord will cut off from 1720, 

:16.5.13, head and tail, branch and ruſh in.one day (t) 
T4. Thou haſt foxſaken me, thau axt gone back- 
*. Ward, therefore, will I iretch out mine hand 
againſt 


$ Jer. 6. 29, 
59. 


q)e.5.3, 
&c. 


y_— ww ww oc” AY ol — = _—_ a 4 


—y  ” 


_— _— — 


Englands Immincnt danger. 


125 


apainſt thee, I am weary with repenting (v). H—_— 


She hath wearied her (elf with lies, and her. 


ſcum went not forth out of her , her {cum 
ſhall be in the fire. In thy filthineſle is lewd» 
nefſe, becauſe I have purged thee , and thou 
walt not purged , thou thalt not be purged trem 
thy filthineſlſe any more, till I have cauſcd my 


fury to reſt upon thee (m). Read Lev. 26. x:.:4. 
Now all thele things happened unto them for 1-113- 


enſamples , and they arc written for our ad- 
monitzon, upon whom the ends of the world 


are come ( x ), Whatſoever were written afore- = Cor.rs, 
. _ - . I A 
time,werc written for our learning(y):God is the j,q , 

ſame & our fins are more hainous than theirs 1ny Rem. 15, 


former ages. He d«ſervedly ſuffers, that falls by 
ſtumbling at the fame fone, at which he da» 
ſhed who went before him. More exaCtneſle 
in walking and working become &s who have 
more light to guide us. The ſins of a Church, 
as the fruit ( that hangs in the Sun) of a well 
ordered garden, ripen taſter than thoſe of a 


wilderncfle ( z ). We may expect the fame. 


Judgments threatned, where ſuch fins reign: 
Even the generall denunciations of the wrath 
of God againſt all ungodlinefſe, and unrighte» 
ouſlncfle of men, who hold the truth 1m un- 
rightcouſneſlc; atteſted unto by ſo many feverall 
ioftances of ſuch as have fallen under this 
wrath, leavc every man toconclude Gods an- 
ger againſt his own particular fins, as cer- 
tainly as it a Prophet had been ſent on pur- 
pole unto him; for, as 'tis not the appcarance 
of a Prophet , nor his particular application , 
that 


41 
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that makes the threatnings of God effeuall, | luc 


becauſe all were not prevailed upon to repent, 100 
to whom the Prophets addrcſt themſelves, fa | ##t 
neither, more certain 3 tor uo one particular don 


Prophet can pollibly have ſ@ many cvidences | 
of his being ſent from God , as there are of | *be 
the whole Scriptzre, of Chriſt himſelf, and all tri 
the Propberr , who ſpake by his Spirit. Thus no 
many, prudently comparing the word of God, pla 
with his uſual] providences, and applying Net 


them to the times and lives of men, haye becu Juc 
able to tore-{ce and declare thole future e- a © 
vents, which have as certainly come to paſſe as plc 
if a preſcot inſpiration had inabled them EX 
to prophche. Generall denunciations, may by be 
prudeut obſcrvation be fixed to particular times thi 
and perſons: 'Tis as poſlible for us to know the | fer 
Mat. 16. Signs of thc times, the approaching of Judge- _—_ 
neck,” ment, as what weather the face of the Skv will lap 
wear the next day ( a). For there arc ſome Pal 
previous circumſiances in the fiates of affairs, all 
in the converſations of men, ( as their generall cy 
debaucheries, impudence, obſtinacy in fin, not- un 
withſtanding Gods word, and rod, &c. ) in no 
which che approaches - of common diltreſles fer 
are as conſpicuous , as a following ſtorm or be 


tempeſt is im the gathering together of fai 
the blackeſt clouds. When Amaziab was mu 


{0 ſtrangely infatuated, as to forſake the God let 
who had given him a wonderfull victory, and th 
to worlhip thoſe of his defeated enemics , lol 
which could not deliver their own people out ny 
of his hand , and was ſo obſtinate in his folly, Ov 


as to terrifie the reproving Prophet, he con- 
aludct 


F 
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own days. It one ſinner deftroys mweb good, and 
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cludes from thence his approaching deftruct- 
ion, for he forbore and faidy I know that God 
bath determined to deſtroy thee , becauſe thou baſt 
done this, and haſt not hearkened unto my coun» 
ſell (b ): Tudgments may intermit and ſuſpend 
themſelves, though they intend their own re- 
trieve 3 as aſnare is taken up, that hath taken 
nothing , that it may be more conveniently 
placed, and at a better time. And if we can 
neither deny thoſe ſeverall fad appearances of 
Judgment, nor ſay that God inflias any with 
a delign, or not out of infinite counſell, nor 
plead our own reformation, how can we but 
expe the ſucceſſion of Juggment, till there 
be ſome evident determination of things by 
them , which yet may be concealed in a pre» 
ſent truce. As the great complaints of the hu- 
mane nature againtt it ſelf, argue it all in 2 
lapſe, ſo the generall out-cries of the (everall 
partics of a nation againſt one another, and 
all againſt the whole, concerning the ineffica- 
cy of Judgments, arc ſtrong arguments we are 
unreformed. And if we appeal to the prog- 
noſticks of the moſt ſober breaſts upon the pre- 
{ent {cheme of our condition, would they not 
be very trembling? ſecing beſides the uncer- 
tainty what a day may bring forth, we look 
more like a people reprieved than reftored, and 
ſetled. The great ſymptomes of danger, arc 
thoſe our ſin diſcover upon us, and they, not 
loftned or mitigated with thoſe things that 
may ſtay off the blow, ſo much as from our 


we 
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we (ce them with their fins by multitudes, 
thronging into the broad light, while fn 
publick appearance, we have very little of the 
prefervaticus againtt Judgments, or the uluall 
reaſons of their ſuſpenſions; how can we but 
tear, the clouds ſhould return after the rainz 
till we are puniſhed to ſeven times more, 
and Judgmeut ceaſe in deſtruction z when 
God thall begin, and alſo makeſach an cnd, 
that atflictiou ſhall not riſe up the fſecoud 
time. 


Enulands only Remedy. 


Et becauſe there are bettcr hopes, though 

retired into clofſſets, and {ecret corners, we 
may not deſpair a preſervation from utter ru- 
inc 3 through that myltcry ot providcuce 6 
be obſerved in the government of the world; 
whereby God, without d«folating ſtates, to- 
tally redcems their couverts with the rightcoul- 
neſs and judgment he executes, Purges away 
thcir drols and Tinn by the ſpirit of burning, 
exciting the tire to a jult intention to ſuch 
an cnd, putihcs them : ſeven times, in the fc» 
ven told puniſhment, and then reinltates them 
in glory, and over that glory creates a detence: 
A lengthenivg of our tranquility, is only a 
ſpcedy breaking off our tranigreſlions (ec), by 
a perſonal publick reformation : God may de- 
liver us from one judgment to reſerve us for 
another, but no ſtriking off the (core, till the 
Creditor 
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Creditor is ſatisfied z nor keeping off judg» 
ment, but by driving away fin. There's ne» 
ver any (word drawn on earth, till uſt drawn 
in heaven 3 nor ſhcaching it, till God be pa» 
cihed, by our laying down the arms of our 
rebellion that arc taken up againſt him nor 
appealing his wrath, but by withdrawing the 
fkewell ot the tire. of his indignation. 1t the 
flag of defiance be taken in, he preſently Iis 
ſtens to an accommodation ; And God ſaw 
thcir works, that thcy turned from their evil 
way, and God repcnted of the evil that he had 
ſaid that he would do unto chem, and he did 
it not. (4) God cannot turn off (uitors, nor 


deſpiſe ſuppliants3 nor proteſſe enmity, when ©19%3-1 


men have taken away the ground of diſcord: 
He cannot di grace men with thcir errors, nor 
put them to the bluſh, where they are alhamed 


ot their iniquities( e ): Nor march out with his « Ex.43.19 


Trained bands, when they prepare to mcet him 
(f ) at what timel (hall ſpeak concerning a na- 
tion, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, 
and to pull down, and to dettroy : It that nation 
again(t whom I have pronounced, tura from 
their evil, I will repent of che evil chat 1 thought 
to do unto them (g). Will Gad inſult upon 
the proltrate? and ſ:t his fice againit them, 
that feck jt ? will he wring che fin-offering 
out of the facritieers hand? an kill them at 
the ſides of his own Altar? will he try mutt: 
ries with them that ſubmit? or iy them 
gilping tor life, who are alrcady halt dead i; 
{pirityal angaiſh? will hz lay his Axe at ch: 

K root 


The nobles 
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root of the fruitful Tree? and make @ waſt 
upon the ground, that brings forth herbs meet 
for the Dreſſer? God refiprocates witiz true 
peaitents; if they turn, he doth. He bathesa 
tword ia heaven agaivſt contemnersz and was 
ters a nation with bloud, where live his pro- 
feſled enemies : But he cannot tight with 
ſighs and tcars, bended knees, wringing hands, 
pacifying lips. Therc's nothing, lctt tor the 


Hammer of judgment to bruite or break, it 


the heart of ſtone be turned into a heart of 
fiſh. God hath no Rods, but tor the diſobes 
cient, nor Blood-axe, but tor Mul-f attors. It 
repentance have ſhaven us, there's no other 
ſharp Razer to come upon the head. God 
cannot ſtrike wh-rc the penitent hath given 
the firſt blow. The very ſtanding up in the 
gap, fences out all judgments. Had Ergland 
been ſoaked in tears, it had not wallowed 
in blood 3 nor felt the violence of avenging 
juftice, if forſaken the violnce of th: ir hands, 
London had not bcen focroudcd into the grave, 
it we had known the plague of our own hearts 
nor lyen in afhes, if it had bcen cloathed in 
ſackcloth. Repentance diſcharges trom dclerved 
Judgment. God hath no ſword tor the yi-ld- 
ing, but obſtinate; He can fight with his Ene- 
mes, not with thoſe that ſwefor peace : Reconc? 
liatton would redreſs all ſad accidents. O 
that there were ſuch an heart in us, that it 
may be wcll with us. 
Magiftrates, maintain and vindicate the venera- 
ton of rdigion ; the whole defign of which is no- 
thing 
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elſe but to procure the private and publick hap- 
pines of man-kind, and reſtrain them from 
whatſoever would make them guilty and miſe- 
rable to themſelves 3 unpeaceable, and trouble- 
ſome to the world. *Twill requite all the kind» 
neſs you cando it,by theadvantages and bleflings 
it drawes down upon civil government, trom him, 
who is ingaged to honour thoſe that honour 
him, but delivers to infamy and contempt thole 
that lightly regard him. Rightcouſnefs eſta- 
bliſheth, exalteth a wation (b) 3 whoſe mighty 


ſucceſs and proſperity hath becn a reward given * ©174-34 


by God for their emincnt juſtice, fobriety, &c. 
(3))> The Roman empire was (trong, as Iron, 
whule their virtues remained firm, but upon dif- 
{olution ot their manners,mixcd with miry clay, 
and the tcet upon which that empire ltood, to 
be broken. Vublick bodics and communities of 
men as (uch can only be rewarded and puniſhed 
here. The gencral and crying tins of a nation, 
unleſs prevented by a general repcntance, 
though they may ſtay till their iniquitics are full, 
never eſcape publick judgment, tor the preſent 
vindication ot the divine majeſty and Laws, 
and to give ſome check to the overflowing of 
wickednels. The greater and more numerous 
offendors are, the more his juitice is concern'd 
to vindicatc the atfront; when a whole nation 
combins again(t him,when hand joyns in hand, 
they ſhall not go unpuniſh:d. He turns a fruittull 
land into barrenels, tor the wickedneſs of them 
that dwell cherc3zn(k'\take away the wicked from 


before the King, and his throne ſhall be eſta- PL te2, 


R 2 bliſhed 
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liſhed in righteoufneſs (1). The wileſt mas 
piltrates have ever thought themfelves concern* 
ed to cherrith reltzzon, without which govern» 
ment wants its firmett foundation, it being the 
greateſt and conttant obligation upon conſciences 
toall civil and moral] dities, Such arc not 
to be tempted from their obedience, by any 
worldly conlideration, knowmyg, he that re- 
hftcth authority, relitteth the ordinance of God, 
and ſhall recerve to themſelves damnation (m) : 
while ſubjetiion for fear of the mg iſtrares power 5 
w:ll ceaſe, when men can rebcl with f(atcty and 
to advantage. He that is conſcious to him- 
ſclfof lo great an injuſtice, as the neglect of his 
duty to God, cannot rationally be tidclions to 
any other parts of righteouſneſs 3 or religioul- 
ly reverc one commandment, who deſpite the 
other nine. *Tis nt probablc thoſe ſhould have 
any great ſenſe of duty to their Kirg, that have 
none totheir maker or be (ubject tor conſcience- 
ſake, who have none. *T1s religten plants in 
men thoſe qualitics that difpofe to peace and 
amity, tils men witha ſpirit of kindnels and 
univcrlall charity fecures every man's interett, 
by doing as we would be done by z and cxter- 
patcs pride, covetoulnels, injuſtice, hatred, 
revenge, cruclty, pcremptorincls in a mans 
own opinion, pcevithnels, uncompliance of hu- 
mour in things lawful and indiftcrent, all thoſe 
paſſions and vices which render men unſociable 
and burdenſome to one another, It heales mens 
natures, fweetens their (pirits, correQs and 
monihes thole luſis and paflions that make 
the 
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the world ſo tumultuous & diſorderly, trouble- 
{ome and tempettuous, which were religion con- 
formed to, would bc a more lovely delireable qui» 
et habicativy: But for thoſe {mall remainders of 
virtue ktt (cattercd in it, humanz tocicty would 
ſoon disband and run into contulion 3 the Earth 
would grow mild, and become a great torrelt, 
and men turn beaſts o' prey towards one ano- 
ther. Chaltity, temperance, Indultry, in cheir 
own natare tend to health and plenty z truth 
and hdclity in our dealings, creatc love; contt- 
dence and good will among men, the greateſt 
bands of peace: While wickedneſs naturally 
produces publick miſchicfs ; 1atemperance and 
luſt breeds intirmities and diſcaſcs, which being 
propagated ſpoil the (train of a nation : Idleneſs 
and Luxury bring forth poverty, this tempts men 
to injuſtice; that cauſes enmities and animolities, 
& thoſe ſtrife, confulion, and every evil work (n). 7-4 44+ 
One would think then, virtuc ſhould tnd it felt 
a ſeat, where ever humane ſocieties are, and - 
religion be owned and cucouragcd in the world, 
untill men ceaſc to be governed by realon.Come 
then ye Heroes of our nation,(ec aticr the obſerva- 
tion of our Sabbaths , upon tix God often hung 
the glory or deſolation of the Princes and people 
of Judah (though an extcrn rite of religion, 
becauſe it carry'd ſo much of the reverence of 
divine worſhip,& acknowledgmentsof God) 8c 
ſill ſuſpends the greatne(s or deprefſion of na» 
tions, to whom the notices of himſelt and 
Jelus Chriſt are given, upon their ſubjeion 
to thole ſacred principles, aud the Inftituti- 
KR 3 ous 
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ons wherein they are concerned : our Chriſti 
an Sabbath being flipt out of the ſhell of a 
Jewiſh ceremony, into the ſpirituality of the 
Lords day, and the morality of a rel, for 
rhe publick and private Exerciſes of Religi- 
on, our obligations to it ſtill continue with 
thoſe advantages whercin it was made for 
man : all contempttul difencloſures or unwor » 
thy proſticutious of it, mult needs therefore Im- 
ply, uot only a great ſcnſleſn-(5 of God and 
his glory, whom we would diſpute into the 
narrowelt reom, but too much of an Irreve- 
rence of him, it not a dehance to him. Make 
your {word a ſhaddow to the innocent, a ter- 
xour to evil doers 3 root out the common c- 
ormities of our age, with utmolt induſtry, 
* Burn the Golden Calf in the fre 4 grind it to 
Powder 3 firew it upon the water aboliſh all 
the ancmorials of thoſe things, which have been 
occaſional to the fins and ſufferings of the 
times: Ariſc ye generous ſpirits, and divert 
deſtruction trom your habitations, one famous 
city is reduced to aſhes, up and be doing, to 
drive away threatning flames from the ret: 
Like offences will bring on them the ſame 
Judgment, unle(s deſerved puniſhment be in- 
flictcd on wicked conſpirators, and Julitice 
bring into light the authors of our ſlaughter, 
Thole laws will be dreaded and obeyed, when 
put in exccution, which are diſregarded for 
want of it. The hainous oftences which have 
provoked God to anger, by exemplary puniſh- 
znent may be fpcedily amended, the trowns 
ot 
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of heaven diverted, an incenſcd diety appea- 
ſd, before he again burlt forth and there be 
no remedy. By the moſt prudcut and effec- 
tual means endeavour the curbing thoſe bold 
and infolent defiers of heaven, who take a 
pride in being Monſters, and are come to that 
degree of impudency, as to boalt themlſe.vcs 
in the follics and deformitics of humane na- 
ture. Thoſe frequent profane ſcothings at pie» 
ty among us, are but as ſo many blaſts of ma» 
levolent vapors to nip and deftroy th: prac 
tice of it, among thoſe, whole greener reſo» 
lutions ſet them not above their malignane 
influence, Nothing can be matter of greater 
wonder, than that among a grave and ſober 
people (none more generally indiſpol'd to, and 
can worſe brook it, ſeriouſnels and zeal in re- 
ligion being almoſt the natural temper of the 
Engliſh) profancnefs ſhould be permitted to 
gain ſo much ground, and the molt excellent 
and reaſonable religion, made the ſcorn of 
fools, and prophaned by the unhallowed 
mouths of any who will ventcr to be damned 
to be accounted witty : A thing never ſuffe- 
red in any nation; whatſocver was their reli» 


'gion, the reputation of it was alwayes preſer- 


ved ſacred, God himſelf would not ſuffer the 
Jews to (peak evil of other Gods , though 
they were to deſtroy all thoſe who tempted 
thera to the. worſhip of them; The Heathens 
would not (ſuffer their Gods to he reviled, 
which yet were no Gods; and ſhall it among 
oblexvers of the true God, be allowed by any 
K 4 man 
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man, to make a mock of the maker of heavet 
and carth; and to breath out blaſphemies a- 
gainſt, him who gives us hte and breath anl 
all thing: ? That religion ſhould be made the 
obje& of their rallery, who make it not thei: 
care and bulineſs to (carch into it, yet throw 
out their bitter ſcoffs and profane jelts again: 
it, doth not become the gravity of a nation 
profcfiing- wiſdom to permit, much leſs the 
fobriety of a people profeſſing Chrittianity, 
Thoſe whoſe firſb approaches to goodneſs were 
mexcinary and out of compliance to others, 
may, by coming within view of it, diſcern 
it (o Amiable, that they may after love it for 
it (elf, Tis ſcarce Imaginable, the vulgar 
(conlidering therr rude Ignvrance) ſhould im 
brace it upon the firength of ſpecnlation, there- 
fore mult be allurcd by the bait of ſecular in- 
vitation. What weight ſoever they, that advance 
not higher than the meer torm of Godlineſs, 
may add to their own doom. yet 1s it lefs 
milcheivous to the world than the contrary 
extreamz Hypocriſie being, a finthat cannot well 
ſet up for proſclites, becauſe it never owns it 
ſelf ot a diftini} party from rrae piety 3 it ſhews 
ſome reverence to religion, and fo Far owns 
its worth and Excellency, as to acknowledg, 
je deſerves to be counterfeited. The example 
of a fained Chriſtian may teach others to ſar» 
mount their coppy, and be that in fincerity, 
which he is but in appearance 3 whereas pro- 
faneſle pretends to no ſuch poſſibility, breaths 
pothing bnt contagion, and like a Peſt infe&ts 
co ms» 


The Magiſtrates called wpin- 
Jl communities: It openly declares againſt religi” 
P on, and endeavours to make a party to drive It 
1 vut of the world. O Be Herricall not Doftarde 
1c in doing Juſtice. Stand in the gate of the camp, 
ir and do execution upon the malter oftendors \ 
w Put your hands with all earnettneſſe to manacle 
: & ham-ſtring thoſe mighty men in outragious 
n wickedneſle, who are engaged in a continuall 
ic and open Theomacy, as if they would pros 
Y. ceed in affronting God, till carth were turned 
e into Hell. Timcrous, cowardly Magiſtrates , 
$, are S/aves totheir Supecriors, Szcophants totheir 
n equalls, Tyrents to their interiors; like a Hare 
rt in a Lyons Seat, the frown or check of a gre 
ar one, trights him trom his conſcience. P 
> miſeries are taken as reproaches of thole whe 
te ate in power ts prevent publick fins 3 give 
7 ſome reverence to religion, puniſhing ſeverely 
e our atheiſticall profane ſcofters, that detide , 
S, ſcorn, caſt reproach upon rightcouſucſſe which 
ls eltabliſhcs a nation , as the workt ſort of ſ&+ 
y ditious perſons, open rebells againſt the God of 
Il Heaven, unprotitable noxious burdens , enetnie$ 
t to the publick peace and ſafety of a nation, +8 
'S pernicious to Civill Government. The moſt 
's plauſible offender is ſecretly (cditious , and 
bp ſtirs up quarrels in Heaven: There's no ſuch 
Traitor toany ſtate, as the wilfully wicked; 
. notwithſtanding all their pretences to publick 
: worſhip, they contribute more fo our publick 
- calamities, than the plots and oppoſitions of 
$ our open enemies. Connivance, jor negle& 
makes perſonall ſins publick, and brings —_ 
guilt 
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guilt on the nation , but is taken off when pur 
or Kino 2, Diſhed ( 0) by doing that which Gods ven: 
T7 geance is coming to do. None are ſo good 
triends to the ſtate as courag'ous, impartiall 
Magiſtrates, nor procure fo much credit to 
Government, as their ſtri execution on great 
and noble offendors. Thoſe whom their 
crimes have debaſed, deſerve no favour in 
their puniſhment. God makes difference of 
lias, none of perſons. Some crimes are relt- 
leſs ſuitors, and will not leave clamouring for 
Judgment , till its mouth be ſtopt with re- 
venge. Favour to the offcndor, is cruelty to 
the Favourer 3 patronizing evill, inſtead of a- 
venging itz not only command, conſent, coun- 
. tenance, but veiy permiſſion Feoffts publick 
perſons in thoſe tins they might and will not 
prevent 3 and in Gods account ſtand guilty of 
all thoſe crimes they have received power to 
xeſtrain , or puniſh, but do not exerciſe it; 
malum qui cum poteſt, non probibet, facit, How 
many ſober , ſeeming religious Magiſtrates , 
ſhall be indited , and condemned at Gods Tri- 
bunall, as the greateſt ſwearers, drunkards , 
ſabbath-breakers in the land : both enmity 
and fſafe-guard is from God; 'tis the ſurcſt 
policy to conciliate, and have peace with him, 
Fin only ruincs Kingdoms. Goodneſſe hath 
been ever a ſtronger gxard than valowr. Na- 
ture {wells out of its place to prevent a vacus 
ify, When the ſeats of dignity are empty , 
that is, not killed with -good Government, 
who is not xcady to prefic into them? when 
| the 
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the Prophets chairs are unfurniſhed by perſons 
of graver inveſtiture, naked Sau/s croud into 
them. Now the foundations of religion are 
ſhaken, and profanefſe with a bold aſſault 
like a fatall flood threatens to overturn us , 
where are ye the ſons of the Higbeſt ? ye depr- 
ties of Moſes, ye Magiſtrates put in poreer, not 
only to lament our ſins, but to take away the 
cauſe of our Lamentations. In vain you enquire 
into other cauſes of our great decay of trade, 
while you neglect the grand one, the decay of 
piety. In vain you go to free us from other 
grievances , unleſſe you pull down the grand 
one of all, Sin: It's not conſpiraces abroad, but 
our ſcandalous lives reform that, and you re- 
form all 3 and till you do that, you do nothing: 
conſult good laws, and ſee them executed. 
In vain we make peace with Forraign e- 
nemies, (0 long as we nouriſh theſe Regicides , 
and mwxrderers in our own boſomes. May it 
then be the happinefle of our times and na- 
tion, to be re{cucd trom the further purſuites of 
Divine displeaſure by your mediation for re- 
formation, by an ethcacious interpoſall againſt 
liccntiouſneſle of praQtice, which grows ſpeedi- 
ly to an height, when thoſe whole honour 
and gravity forbids them to ſtoop to thoſe 
meancſles of vice which others fall down to, 
have nos yet that zeal againſt it; but either 
draw too nigh the circus or Ring of the diſors 
ders, or entertain the aRors of them with fa- 
miliarity, which gives a boldneſſe to wicked- 
neſle, 
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neſle, that ſoon eſpies its own advantages , and 
grows inſolent upon them, ready not only to 
riſe with violence againſt common oppoliti- 
on, but to diſmount authority it (lt , which 
hath no greater ſecurity than its own 
virtue -enſtamped upon thole under it. Bc 
not over much wicked, hath a larger 
place upon ſtates than perſons; for bclides 
that Jultice makes more halt to puniſh a com- 
bination in evill, the fury of contrary paſſions 
and luſts is ſo outragious, that they violate all 
things in their mtuuall encounters, and the in» 
undation grows {o ftrony through the mcet- 
ing of lo great a body of evill, that the de- 
ftruqive torce runs into fuddain confulions , 
and is more impaticnt of thoſe. abatements 
a ſingle wickedneſſe muſt admit, and ſo more 
leifurely brings forth death. There are few in- 
ſtances of any who have becn the notorious de- 
bauches of their time,but have been exemplary 
for the fate Attending them, except prevented 
by a ſudden return to a ſober mind 3 but not 
any of an extreamly corrupted age , but unhap- 
pincſſe, if not ruine hath rode along with it. 
Du not recede from the intereſts ot your cal- 
ling, nor do vulgar things to lefſen your re- 
putation; but prenoble your priority with houe- 
' rable atjions : Let your lives! be as ſacred as 
"your laws, that men may prize thefe, and not 
| dare to violate thyſc; that if wicked men will 
not love religion, yet they may pull in their 
heads, | not dare to deſpiſe it: If their 
hearts will not renounce their luſts, let it not 
bs 
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be ſafe to at them but in diſguile and dark* 
neſſe, not in the face of the Sun. Contult 
the honour of your ſtation; Ict the births of 
your ations be anſwerable to the dignity of 
your callingsz do not pejorate your degree 5 
nor rip the fur off of your cap of maintein- 
ance, Thoſe that would command the hearts 
of men mult ſhew them God in their faces; fo 
[radiate their Thrones by being like him, that 
men may gaze with adoration, and obcy with 
reverence. How can they bluth at thoſe vices 
they obſerve placed with tbee in the chair of 
Dignity : Guilt quells the courage of the bold, 
tics the tongue of the eloquent, & makes great- 
nefſe it (c)f ſneak and lurk, and behave it (elf 
poorly. They that fit in Thrones of .Judg-« 
ment, ſhould be able toſcatter away evill with 
their eye, by thetr very preſence, to look and 
[trikean awe in offendors. It they dart no- 
thing but malignant influences, who are plac't 
a5 Stars in our Firmament, no wonder if an 
univerlallt Peſt enfue. 'Tis they have brought 
vice into countenance, advanc't it to this re+ 
pute, made it the mode and faſhion of the 
timesz that people dread the fingularity of 
being innocent. What can be more periwas 
hive to the vulgar to embrace virtue, th2" to 
ſee it made the elediion of thoſe, wii ney 
ſuppole have moſt Judgment to diſceru :.5 vas 
luc; fo fall not on it blind-fold, anc wno 
have all the contrary pleaſures of fin within 
their reach, nay,proſirate at their tect ſucing, tor 
entertainment z fo arc not cali on it by 1unpo®* 
tence? 
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tence? And what a temptation to them to 
run to all exceſfle of riot, when they (ee their 
ſuperiors have beaten the path betorc them, 
1mmerſt in th: moſt bruitiſh ſenſuality ? which 
of them will endure to be ſober, when drunk» 
ennefle ſhall be accounted ſodignitying a qua» 
lity, that it makes a Peaſant company for a 
Lord? When Gentlemen are Atheilticall, 
Clowns will think themſclves very modeſtly 
wicked, it they be but profane. And when they 
hear their betters diſcharge loud vollics of 
oathes, they will ſoon hnd they arc as well 
qualihed for that part of greatneſle as the beſt, 
their tongues are as much their own ( þ )3 
and will be glad that by ſuch an calic employ- 
ment, they can be Gentlemen {o good cheap, 
The body follows the bead, their vices commend 
and countenance it. Miſerable that people, 
whoſe Rulers inſtead of making up the breach- 
es, inlarge them; inſtead of puniſhing , plead 
for vice 3 by their ſcandalons viciouſncſle, dif- 
countenance not, but animate, and encourage 
It. When a diſtillation of evill falls from the 
Hcad upon the lungs of any ſtate, there mul} 
necds tollow a de.dly conſumption. The So» 
veraign ſometimes is ſmitten in his Subjectsznci- 
ther 1s it otherwiſe than jult, that the arraign» 
ment of many malefactors run in the tile of 
wrong done to Kings Crown and dignity. Emi- 
mency of viriue , ( in meaneſt perſons, com» 
mands an awtfull reſpec ) caſts a luſtre upon 
your very places; and by a ſtrong reflection, 
doubles the beams of Majeſty z while impiety 
ſtrangely 
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firangely leſſens greatxeſſe, ſecretly and unavoid- 
ably derives ſome weakneſſe upon authority it 
ſelf, When perſwaſions of reformation had 

freeſt entertainment with thoſe that have molt 

power to promote it, and Princes are not only 
Philoſophers but Divincs, publiſhing repentance 

and amendment of lite by thoſe ſoveraign docu- 

ments 3 thetface of their authority and example 

ſhining upon holineſs z how orderly doth this 
reformation deſcend from the (uperior regions, 

without that tumult and ſuſpicion of defign,that 

uſually accompanics popular attempts therem 3 

and the greatelt honour for fuch being nearer 

God, the originall ofall, we accept trom them 
recommendations of goodneſs as acts ot bounty, 

with thankfulncſs 3 but not without diſdaia 

and regret from them below us. How hard is 

it for they that wear ſott rayment, andare in 

Kings courts, to {ce Heaven through the palace 
cilements, The rich man's wealth is histtrong 

city (q). There lies hid a kind of ſorceriein the ® P*+ 12-1 
throne : The robe is a kind of inchanted weſture. 

How many have loſt their fight, with glaring too 

much on the glittering heap, and their ſenſes Fo 
by drinking tuo decp out of the jaroxi+ 
cated cup ot abundancc:(o infatuated with their 
chariots of glory, as if they ſhould out run all 
mileries:becauſc they have ſuch greatnels to truſt 
to,diſtruſt not to be happy againlt all accidents. 
The throne and Robe, have kept them from be- 
ingarray'd inthe pure and white linnen, and 
lifting in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. The 
crelicd worlding canaot endure a cheek, but con- 
Ccives 
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ceives himſelf ſuperior to all Reproofs. God 
drawcs few ſervants from Mammnns threſholds 
not many roblearc called (r). Rich merchants 
who are bartcring tor ſo many Jewells, ſeldome 

urchaſe the pearl of price; or ſeek for dura- 

le riches, that lay up Gold as the duſt. Great 
ones are ſ{cldome good leadefs : They who 
ſhould appear in the front, come in therear : 
they that ſhould be exemplary, think themſelves 
exempted, He that hath great adventures to 

ut in his ſhip, (wles aft. The Devills priſon 

hIPd chietly with perſons of high birth and 
fortunes : he hath in fetters honorable ſlaves 3 
his captives goin ſcarlet, wear golden chainey 
ride in coaches, lye upon Beds ot Ivorie. Theſe 
lofty pincs are mott barren, How many had 
been humbicd to the Earth, but that their grans 
deur would not (uffer them to come on their 
knees, But, the cry from heaven ought to be 
as (ſhrill intheir cars, as of the moſt deſpicable. 
Greatnc(s muſt ſtoop and liſten, as well as penu» 
ry and indigercy. Onow God denounces de» 
firuction, Trample on pomp, flight ſplendor, 
b: as ative to quiver up Gods arrowes, and to 
ſheach,up his (word, as he that grinds at the 
mill, or crouches tor a peice of lilyer in the 
ltrcets; for word came to the King of Nineveh, 
and he aroſe from his throne, and he laid his 
robe trom him, and covered himſelf with (ack- 
cloth, and fat inaſhes (7); Forgetting all dig- 
nitic and grandcur, he not onely moves with the 
yeft, but riſes up with the firft ; He fits, not like 
8s King, but a Min-r, one under authority, or 
an 
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an head-ſervant (at beſt) among the reſt of the 
attendants, and bowes before his maſter. The 
Cedars ſhould have their Judgment-ffaies,ſhivex 
and break at the voice ot the Lord. Gods 
lghtning ſtrikes upon the highe&® mountaines, 
There is no preſervative againlt divine wrath, 
no antidate againll Ceſur. Have great mep no 
ſow nor Swperior ? What is a throne ot ltate, I 
him that hath Heaven tor his ? Or a ſcarlet robe 
10 him that is cloathed with jealouſie as with 
a garment ? Is an embroidered nightcap, $ 
head-pcice , or a velvet jacquet, a brelt» 
plate againtt his blowes? Cana goldcy ſceptep 
tright away judgment ? Or all the jewells of 
the crown redeem from vengeance ? Shall the 
munition of rocks be a ſafe detence ? Shalt thou 
reign becauſe thou dwelleſt in Cedar ? God takes 
Kings by the collar, and hurles them under his 
teet 3 he ſmites the great ones with breaches,and 
makes the houſe ot Ivory to periſh. Thole 
crownes that now lit light on theix heads, (ball 
ere long lye heavy on their conſciences, that 
think it beneath themto ownreligion,any turthex 
than 'tis ſubſervient to their civill inteselt3 (et 
up the Kingdom ot Chrilt no faltcr than they 
can rear their own, and had rather themſelves 
ſhould reign in a corner, than their matter xyle 
in the whole world, When Emperors and 
Kings (hall be brought, not in chaines of gold 
about their necks, but in fetters of Iron about 
their heels. When the peergs and powers, and 
potentates of the Earth, {ſhall hold down. 
their heads and hold up theix hands, and cry 
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grilty.When moſt otall the mighty, and all the 
almoit Almighty, that have dilirobed Chriſt of 
this title, and rob'd him ot his honour, ſhall be 
lead up aud down this court, tobe gaz'd on, 
and hooted at by all the $saints, as pritoners of 
Law and prizes of Juttice. (t). 

Watchmen, cry aloud , ſpare not, lit: up 
eh your voice like a trumpet, ſhew your people 
ers called their fins. (v) Miſtake not your commiſſion 
91t:s.,, Which is not that of an Herawld, to make a 

party, or proclame war among men, but of 

an Ambaſſ 1dor, to reconcile them by holyn«fs 

to Gud. One ſoul gained to piety, will more 
promote your account than many thouſands 
{ccured to a ſet. Be devoted to get God, 

not your ſclves proſelites; to correct exorbis 

tant crimes in others, not to propagate your 

own nice and ſubtile diſquiſitions. O how woun» 

ding a ſpectacle! to hind thoſe Chriſt hath 

made fiſhers of men, cntcrtaining themlclves 

lize children with picking up fhells and pebles 

on the (hore, nay angling about them too 3 

no wonder it they make the diſciples complaint, 

we have toyled all night, and have taken no+ 

# Luk. 5.;, thing. (w) That were deſigned for the highs 
eſt atcheivements , tix pu hng down Satans 
-Kingdome, vet devotc timicives to ignoble 
cots. and account their conquelts, nut trom 
the number ot toules won ty Gud, but of oppo» 
ers worſted mm an argument: tear not faces, nor 
{pare vftences > but with all authority rebuke 
ard warn them night and day 5 by paſſionate, 
powertull arguments compell them to come in, 
let 
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Jeſt their blond be required at 'your hands (x). * £55: 
How many conſume jn the flame of their own 
vitious conrſes, becauſe none pull chum out cf 
the fire, nor convert them trom the Error of 
their waycs?ſin would never flouriſh with ſuch a 
green top, were wicked men hewcn by the pro- 
phets (y), and ſmicten with rhe rod of Gods , wg,s.,, 
mouth (z). Butalas, the pric!i puts honey into + 111.4- 
the ſacrifice, and ſaves the ſoul alive that' ſhould 
dye. (a) He limbs all his piftuxes, as may beſt 
pleaſe the eye; and diſhes out his fipits ac- 
cording to the pallat of the age; ſo, con{carnce 
5not awakened, but caſt into a (lcep, becauſe 
the noiſe of their tins doth not tingle in their 
eares,and ſoules go fettered to hell, becaufe their 
chaines are not ſhaken about their heeles. O 
bear them on your breaſts at continual ſacrifices, 
Weep betore the porch and the altar. And do 

not unhallow the coniccration of the Lord upon 
your forcheads. Live not, as it you thought to 

go to heaven {ome ocher way than that yourcach 
the people. Though your uncleanets poltare 
not the effcring, tor its virtue is not trom the 
agent, but intitucionz aud theref' re to abhor it, 

Is to make holy things guilty ot our protan. GG, 
fo contemn hcavenly dainries, bccaule adminis 

itred by a Raven 3, to ta; Out with God, becaule 

we tindcauſe of offence trom mcn, and fo defo 
pile him, becauſe he is offended ; *Tis no mira- 
cle to ſec a man raiſed to lite by a dead propher ; 

yct by drowning your ſermons in pots and im- 
puritics, makes ſo many arhciſts, and men 

nauſcate what comes out of your naſty filthy 
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fvgers 5 and fortihes protanc wretches. He that 
with never ſuch picrc-ing, arguments dchorts 
from that fin I1mſclt commuts at next oppurtu- 
vity, may be fuppoled ro have no reall opinion 
vtit, but rathcr fo paſſionate a love, that heis 
Jcalous 2ny but himi{clt ſhould have its 1m+ 
braces aud fo, will not avert, but excite 0- 
thers appetite to tali of that, they fee is thought 
ſodelirable as to be nionopoliz.d. How 11] doth 
your rubic colours ſutc your white cloathing z 
your noſcs dy'd with grapes. and your faccs 
wath-their clulters, carbuncles : how fad, to 
hcar belches procecding tiom ycſterdays wine 
myxed with what is ſacred, yuur tongues heard 
m the tavern, which: ought to be 1n the pulpit ? 
that gravity which holy precepts xcquire 15 de- 
ſpiſed or ditat ed ; levity ot {pcech detradts 
trom the weight of words 3 fo arc had in odium 
and undcrgo the contempt ofthe wor!d ; publick 
worſhip is abandoned, ancient cultomcs dilre- 
gardcd, and reverence due to the whole clugy 
tades away 3thcir words being contradicted by 
an unan{wcrable lite : and whilclt one preters 
his teacher for conformabie manners, the com- 
mon fort. diſlike ſuch kind of diſcrimination, 
Flow can you expect to be believed by others, 
whole aCtions fo contute your words. that 'tis 
plain you do not belicve your fclves3 or bc rc 
garded by tholc that hear youzthat have nothing 
1 your manners (whoſe calling is fo holy) ditfc- 
rent trom others : but are religious in, and 
other men outof the pulpit : as if the houſe 
of (og were a theater only to act in, and you 
arc: 
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ate, what men ought to be in your lives. You 
are debtors both to the wiſe and unwiſe ('b ©, 
God will not brook the dett'cment of the eNvm.r2,r, 
Prieſt-hood (c ). Woe to the Idoit / 4 ) wicked mm 
Shepherd ( e ). A Prophets punift:mcnt there 4 7Zec, 12, 
ſhall be, as well as a Prophces reward, to him, 2. & 0 
who knew every thing but how to kcep himſelt 

happy: 

Governours,fee you & your houſe ſerve the Lord 74, wi, 
(f), who hath committed them to your charges ters cal- 
and unto whom for them yon mult give an ac- ——_— 
count, Every Maſter hath ſo much of the pro- 
phet, that he 1s ſet as a Witchman ( g )over bis ,xcy pc 
Family z and ought as jcaloaſly co oblerv? the 
approach of any vice towards ir, as a Centi- 
tinel doth that of an enemy. Thcy with theirs 
are common ſervants to the one great Maſter 
of the world G& the ſubordination of the one to 
the orher,is but the wile occonomy of their Lord, 
who hath conttitutcd the one as (tewards, or 
Superviſors to regulate thc rcti: Toneglet this 
charge, is a piece ot inormons untaithtulnefle; 

To avoid which guilt. have 2 1edulous care over, 
and make ftri&t mi,cction into the manners of 
thoſe intruſted to you,and according]y apply in + 
ſtcuctions , admonitioas, reproots or incourage- 
Ments. Avow (uch a {-ve to picty and dereſtation of 
vice, that your ſervants may (cc, there is but one 
way of approving themſelves both to their 
earthly and heavenly Malter. Let not your 
actions give your edicts the lye. In vain you 
adviſe againlt your own practice. Conſcience 
of your own crimes choakes the accuſer. With 
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what- face or hcaxt can you puniſh your own 
fins 3n anothers perſiu? We make our ſelves 
ridiculous, to lcave our own houſe on hire, to 
go quench our neighbours; and rebuke thoſe 
lins abroad, we tolerate at home. Every notori- 
cus vice,is deſtrudive agiinſt the ſpirit of Go- 
' vernwment, and debaſes the man to an cvencſle 
with common perſons. Lead the way in an 


holy: life, ſo may. you challenge . to be fol- 


lowed. TInnacency gives an artihciall and ad- 
vantagious authority ,over oyr, bxethren , and 
caſts. a more drcagtull, awctull, dazling Jultre 
than. auy other agcomplithment.” The foyls 
and ſcandals of a publick governing, man, de- 
ſtroys the cfhicacy of that authority that 15 jult 
and natural. You authorizc the evill you, com 
mt, bis pcceat, gui exemplo pcecat : tor you 
teach cvill by doing it, and doevill by zcacbing 
it, Supertors are thcir tamilics Lookzng-glaſſe » 
by whoſe Preſident -moli drefls themiclves, 

orrupt Patrons. ſhall hnd an unanſwerable 
Inditcment for the foul copies that have been 
taken from them: By conniving at vice you 
nwriſh it, and by ſparing It, comm; it. What 
is not. by you puniſhed iuothers, is made pus, 
m{hablc in you. He that tavours preſent evils, 


entailes them on his poltcrity. . O! how haps, 


PY arc many ( hildren whole Progenitors arc. 
in Heaven, being Icft an Inberitor of Bleſs 
firgs together. with their eltates; while wick- 
ed Anccſtors loſe: the thanks of a rich, Patri- 
mony by the curſe that attends it, In vail 
wc louk for good figm thoſe children we have 
nege 
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negleted; orgricvefor thoſe miſcarriages in 
elder ages, our care might havc prevented be- 
times, The way to make a good Kingdom. 1s 
to have a godly family, a nurſay of 
picty, and to walk in it with a pcrfcct heart 
(b). He not only obligcs the common wealth, 
but is as *twere a Patriot to Heaven it (clit: 
provides it with inhabitants, and helps tg fe> 
cure it from that emptineſſe and depopula- 
tion, wherewith the generall wickeducfſe of 
men ſccm to threaten it, 


You that hate,the name of Chriſtie»; be 
Royallijts 3 though you value -not- your ſowleg:, 
be Loyall to your Kingz put your (elves mto fuch 
a poſture, as with the realon ot men youcan 
athrm, will be mot advantagious to the good 
of your Soveraign, *'Tis not your Dam me's 
your Sink-me's will doitzthcf. are the (ecret Fire- 
balls that have blown up our proſperity > the 
curſcd incendiaries, that have fet Heaven 4 
gainſt us, and alarum'd Almighty vengeance 
thus far to purſue us. Fancy not from - his 
great longanimity that you have vapoured God 
( as youare uſed to do men ) into a tamenels : 
miſtake not impudence, or deſperation for cou> 
rages frantickly dctie not that omnipotence 
which you cannot reſiſt, Youdare to humour 
or win a fantaſtick Miltris, venter upon thte 
wrath of your maker; your neck to the Halter 
and your ſouls to the Devill, for the wall ora 
wric word; ſuch true ſons of valour, as even 
in cold bloud, and upon ſober deliberation, 
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Englands only Remitdy: 
damn your ſelves for fear of being abuſed, of 
called coward, for paſling by an*imjury ; you 
will draw at the lcatt attront, and 'tis preſent 
death for a man, to throw a ly or a glaſſe of li- 
quor in your face; and is it nothing you do daily 
the ſatne to God , by giving him thely, and 
pouring down your fuperfluous glaſſes? Are you 
{o tender of your honour as rather to violate the 
laws of the great God, than the leaſt Punttilio 
of it? and will he be carcleſſt of his? Do you 


dread the reproach of vain impotent men, & 


conhdently encounter the anger of the omni- 
potent God? © {top it your carcir: do not 
{o madly affect a full Pararcll with S$od-m and 
Gomorrab, as to torce him to deſtroy that rem- 
pant ; which alone dittingujſhes our caſe ( 3 ) 
You durlt, ro gratitic a lult one hour, hazard 
lying etcrnally in tirc unquenchable, and when 
your credit lyes at ſtake, rather loſe your life 
than that, though you go with teputation tv 
Hell. Yet brave ſoa's have p_ ſpirits 3 
having now an opportunity, thew your ſelves 
trxe Lovers of your King, and Corntry; be not 
inltrumental}to-ruiuc them; hold your hands 
from pulling down vengeance as it were with 
Cart-ropes, though it be but untill this calamity 
be over-paſt. Seeing - vice is ſo comman , 
uſe it as you do your taſhions, and leave it off 
{ it for no better reaſon) forits being vulgar. 
Drink tor your own.health, and pray for the 
_ For thou ſhalt ther be one of thoſe 

onburable Nobles that bujlt- the ivaſt places, 
that 


to Emtinenty and Piety. 
that faiſe up the foundation of many gene* 
tations; and thou ſhalt be called the repairer 


bf the breach, the reftorer of paths to dwell , 


in(k). 
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Tety and morality are the intereſt and peact 


»* ot every ſingle perſon; and, to be his care in his 
. retired adminittration over him{tlf; next; of fa« 


milics, and the occohomy therein, the moſt 
likely, kindly, and compendious way for te« 
formation : laſtly, of great communities and 
the rulers over them, to whom is committed 
the cuſtody of theſe two tables. When theſe 
are obliterated, or cxaucterated by fin, God 
publiſhes them atreſh from the dreadfull moant, 
and engraven with His own finger in Judg- 
ments, that they may till be preſerved in full 
force 3 he protnalgates chem with that Trum- 
pet with which they 'wete at firſt giver; the 
ound of which having encreaſed louder and 
louder to this nation , ſhould awaken us to re« 
teive them with a ncw Devotion, that we die 
not. And having invited the Magiſtrate, the 
Minifter, the Maſt-r, the H @or, ſhall we now 
draw inthe Lawyer , to ſollicite the higheſt 
Court for relief? Shall we ſummon in the 
whole Colledge of Phyſician, to prepare an 
Elixir out of their ſuppled eyes, rent hearts, 
rxtracted ronſtiences to preſerve at this exi- 


gence? 


gz 
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gence? Shall we call upon the Trades men to 
{ct up an exchange of payers and tears, to 
negotiate and ſtrike up a bargain and agree- 
ment between Heaven and us ? thall we ſend to 


' our particular Counties to congregate together, 


er to ſend their faithfull ſubſtitute and proxy, 
their convertion, to aflociate for us with thcir 
humiliation and reformation? 

But becauſe the molt proper cure 15 that which 


eians call'd 15 perſonall;z and knowing both the malady, 
upon, 


8 1 Pet.2, 
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medicine, and how to prepare vur antidote; 
what need we trouble others, when we arc 
ablc if we will, Chriſtians, to do the work our 
ſelves, and to be our own Phyſician. And ©, 
that we would unanimouſly unite our cn+ 
deavours to keep off Judgment, and to bring in 
faſhion, ſolid and ſubſtantiall chriſtianity. Come 
then my brethren live up to the Eſſential and 
widamental Laws of religion z for ſo is the will 
of God, that with well doing you put to lilence 
the ignoxance of fooliſh men 3 havcing a good 
conſcience, that whereas they ſpcak evill of 
you, as of evill doers, they may be aſhamed, 
that falſly accuſe your good converſation in 
Chriſt (7). Tranſlate your creed into pratiice, By 
an exemplary reverence, redreſs the ſcandall of 
your former prophancels. Confute not your boly 
Pprofefſion, which while ſtrangers conte mplate, 
they will be apt with ſome confidence to con- 
clud: Chriſtendom to be theGoſhen of the world,not 
only forits /ight, but igymwnity from thoſe locuſts 
and caterpillars, ſwarmes' ot mean and fordid 
vices, which cover and deyour the xcit of the 
Earth, 


t0 Eminency in Pity. 

Farth- But what tearms of wonder or grief 
can be ſuftcient enough to expreſs or bewail ſo 
ttrange,and perverlc degeneration;that Chrijten= 
dame (hold bc as much Heathen as; America 3 that 
the Light ot the world ſhould thus darken itzthe 
{alt of the Earth be the means of putritying and 
corruptingitzthat thoſe who were by God drawn 
out from the heathen world,ſhould ſo outvie the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forſakenthem on- 
ly becauſe they were too inuocent.So univerlall 
a depravation is there among, us, that we have 
ſcarce any thing left to diſtinguiſh us from the 
moſt barbarows people, but our better name and 


worſer vices. We ridiculouſly contend tor the 
title of the beſt Chriſtians, but ſuch as deno» |, 


nominate us none at all z and make that ſacred 
name ſerve only to upbraid the contrariety of our 
practice. That which was once the index to 
point out all morall and divine: virtuey now 
marks out that part of the world where leaſt of 
them relide. - Yet, while we damn heathens 
for thcjr morall yirtucs, we are {@ ſtupid, as to 
hope our (clves to.be laved by their work vices. 
True practick vittue, which once made ſuch 
yictorious ſalleys on the heathen world, is now 
batfled in its own quarters,beaten from its works, 
and driven te ſeek ſhelter in obſcure corners 3 
immures it (clt in (ome private brealis, and like 
an exil'd Prince, makes only ſhitt.to live, when 
it ſhould reigu. *Tis one of Satan's ſubcilleſt 
ſixatagems, to hill Chriſt's camp thus, with his 
{ouldiersz by whoſe jnteltine treachery, he hath 
been more triumphant than by all his open af 
ſaults 
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and arrow'd Holtilities. *'Tis too evident how 
much Chriſtianity loſes, by the miſcarriages 
and conteſts of its profeſſors, which while they 
[_ co guard, do indeed invade her under 

er own colours.Chriſtian religion hath allways 
had the hap toſuffer, what was once the tate of 
the great Futboxrr of it,crucinxion between two 
thieves : Irreligion on one hand, & contention on 
the other 3& while they two have been ſpitting 
their venome in her facc,her protcffors havebeen 
behind her with thornes, and nailes, and pears ; 
and the injury ſhe hath received trom ber pro- 
feſſed enemies, have been far excecded by thoſe 
of ber own bouſe. As long as the lives of ( brifti- 
ans where the tran(cripts ot their dofrin, they 
rendered it venerable to aii zand gave a preſump- 
tion, there was ſome thing more than humaue 
in it, that eould work ſuch hgnall cttcas, and 
fo tragsform men, as to make the adulterer 
chaſt, the drunkard temperate, the covetous li- 
herall, the eontenrious peaceable. So long as 
Chriſtianity waged * war only with forraign 
enemies, the never miffed to be victorious tor 
while ſhe was perſecuted, ſhe was vidtorious 3 they 
were enamoured on her when be{incared with 
bloud, courted her in the flames, bow'd to her 
on the Gibbit, It hath always bcen igvulnera+ 
ble againſt all darts, but what have been taken 
out ot her own quiver, and could never have 
ſunk toſuch a deipicablenc(s by any-endeavours, 
but our own : of which the primitive times 
were pregnant teſtimonics : where all the moſt 
weighty epucltics, and .bloudy perſecution 
never 
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never made any breach in her, but ſhe ſtood 
tirm for all thoſe batteries 3 and like an arch'd 
building, became more ſtrong, and compa by 
all that weight that was delign'd to cruth her, 
But, the vices of profeſſors undermine her very 
joundation 3 and as much «cxceed the deſtrus 
&ivencts of the molt holtile aſſaults; as intetiine 
treachery is more ruinous and fatall, than 
torraign violence. This ſacred gourd, throve 
and flouriſhed fo long as watered with its mar* 
tyrs bloud z in abſence of which, the Devill pre+ 
par'd thole two wormes, contention and pro» 
phane(s, that hath ſmote the root of it, and 
made its branches to tade and wither. The 
perſecntion ot Chriſtians being ended, the 
martyrdome of Chriſtianity began when, they 
had done ſuffering tor the faith, the faith began 
toſufter by them : and it hath loſt much ot its 
tame and repute in the world, ever lince its face 
hath been foiled withthe debauchery, and its 
garments torn with the diviſions of its profeſ- 
lors, expos'd to ruine and contempt. Ah mez 
what a {laughter of ſoules hath been in this Age? 
Whilſt the wandring and only flock of Chritt is 
divided jnto partres, the devouring wolte lyes 
ready to deftroy the fcattered fold : this runs 
away, becaulſc the pipe playes an accuſtomed 
tune, becauſcit mult teed with a bended knee, 
becauſe the ſhepherd wears a linnen garment, & 
dificrs the innocent fleeces with a (candalous 
brand 3 and that brings his Lambs to the foun- 
tain, and they wantonly waſh ( drown ) 
themiclves ; one prefers this, another ts r 
ny 
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third neither, and the greater part none atal!; 
but had rather have a treedome in the held, rages 
againitfolds, and leapes over them ;unt«ll driven 
about with errors,drops into the Roman told 3 (o, 
what he. foolifhly feared,is hurried head-long 
int0gby (ceking to avoid. The wild-hre of paſſion, 
hath nigh conſumed brotherly love; that hre is 
almolt out, and (carce a ſpark of it appcares, 
Many live as if they had been born on the moun» 
taines ot Bether and baptis'd in the water of Meri- 
bab.Were. mens reprobates, Gods reprobates.all 
the world would be damned.So, while he that is 
without hearescach Set thunder out damnaticn 
againlt cach other, he oannot but be ſtartled at 
the danger of adhering to the wrong 3 and 
though that may a while excite his diligence, 
todiſcover the rightz yer when he comes to 
that inquifition, he "meets with ſo many pole» 
mick intricacies to intangle him, that after ma- 
ny turnes from one fide to another, hee'l be apt 
to think, the onely clew to extricate himſelt 
out of this Labyrinth of many religions, is to a- 
bandon all. Nor can any take a more malicious 
and effeQtuall courſe to diſgrace. reproach, and 
do Chriftanity the greatelt dtf{pite and mif- 
chief than t profeſs it, and live contrary : 
It more. diſcourages others trom embracing, 
than the higheſt charecter we can give ot, 
can perſwade them to it : And while 
we would gam them to become Chrittians, 
by telling them ot our holy precepts and hopes, 
ofan undctiled ftate, what a Holy, God we 
ſerve, what a perfeG pattern we imitgte, _ 
. a ho» 
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Il; a holy ſpirit guides, directs, ſtrengthens, aſliſts 


©5 vs. Their wicked lives who profeſſe themſelves 
'n Chriſtians (and ſo to have ſupernaturall prin» 
0, cip!cs, to be SanCtihed, waſhed, regenerate, born 
g of God, ) loudly proclaim that either 'tis our 
n, religion to ſin, or that Chriltianity is a barren, 
D unfruictull , weak , powerleſſe, ineffeuall 
$, thing, or we our ſclves ſecretly believe it to 
T bea ly, that without holinefſe we may lee 
_ God; and Heaven, if there be any ſuch place, 
Il is an inheritance among the unſanctitied 3 that 
's God is pleaſed with any thing, and glad of 
" any company; ſo we cannot reaſonably expeR 
t they ſhould believe us, when they lee wedife 
4 bclieve our (clves. A Fer, or Turk is not {0 
I great an enemy to the Croſſe of Chrilt, as a ſex» 
ſweall, earthly Chriftian (m) . 'Tis really on 
Þ many accounts better ſuch ſhould abandon 
X their protcflion , than to keep on a Vizard 
which ſhould be for no other purpole, but to 
J {care other men trom religion. Tac wicked 


ot the Goſpell, repretenting it in 


live: of Chriſtians at this day, is one of the greatulk 
obitacles of the Jews, Heatheus, and progreſs 


nc world 


to lo great diladvantage, that prejudiced pers 
ſons miſchief their own fouls by otaces cx» 
ampics. Ycet why will they tall and break 
their necks, becauſe others ttumble and break 


their ſhins? Doth Chriltiao religion any way 


countenance, patronizc, or rather {cverely cons 
demn the tuutuli praftices of ts proiffors? bs 
| any Doctrineto holy (= )? Are all chatpro- » PC.rg.8, 
friſe it , loole and carcleſle ? Mutt the inno- M3%-5-48- 


cent 
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gent be condemned for the guilty ? Do not 
many in temporall concerns a againit their 
own bc<lict, and though the prodigall knows 
his cltate is ruining, yet will on, through his 
jmpetuous luits, tor wanc of due contidcration? 
It you ſay tor a religion, which none that 

roteſle live cont. ary to, you mult {cr up your 

dder, and goto Heaven by your felt. But 
"tis not our Printed Apologies tor Chriltianity, 
but our viſible, unblameable lives, is the 
valy way to remove the tacall (tumbling-block, 
and to make it look with fo amiable a counte» 
Nance as to invite others to it. This would 
carry {ſo much Majefty, as to command reve- 
xence from the greatelt enemies, and (cei g 
aur good works, to glorihe our Father which 
is in Heaven. But while we proteſle largely, 
and live at large, we make the prophane , athe- 
ilticall, imbiccer cheir ſpirics againlt it, inducing 
ehem toconclude all profcflors hypocrites, and 
xcligion a meer dcefign and mockery , deccit 
and coſenage ; ſo keeps them from that, thus 
made to ftink in their noſtrils, ſcorning and 
abhorring ic as a baſencſſe below them , thus 
to juggle and diſſemble with the world 3 and 
to fay, there's ſo much difference between that 
religion in your bibles and converſations, that 
either you are not evangehicall, or this is not 
Golpell. I tremble £9 think, God grant 
this day of blaſphemy, be not laid to our 
charge. That which was deligned to pertect 
and hill up the law, hath by the ſtrange pra» 
yitis of thole that live as it they profgit Chnt- 
ſtianity, 


mens minds. 


ed to be fo. 
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ſtianity, meerly in (ſpite, to defamme it, at once 
obliterating both law and law-giver , out of 
Feigned picty is the mother 
of prophaneſſe,and atheiſmzhence religion it felt 
comes tov be quettioned and what is true, doubt- 
And becauſe the outward Ha- 


bit dilpleaſes ſome, the very face of religion 
begins to be deteſted, flouted at, and put to 
an undeſerved bluſh; and fears the whole 
world will be cen{ured for hypocriſie ; fo hugs 


M 


it ſelf in its retired life and hermitage. The 
wits of our age give many a gird, fling many 
fquib at it,for the diſorderly :aCtions of Chriſti= 
ansz they have procured Chriſt many a taunt, and 
flout, put many a mock-robe upon him, many 
a Reed and Scepter into his hand , (et many 
a Crown of thorns upon his head, calling him 
Lord, but revile and fpit upon him. Thus is 
Chriſt wounded in the houſe of his friends , 
and hath more reproaches caſt on him by 
thoſe that profeſle his name, than by the loud- 
elt blaſphemies of choſe that oppole it. There 
are men fo irrationall, and unjuſt, that take 
' notice of the b<tter morals of Turks and in- 
hdels, not in reproach ot our ſelves but our 
religion ( than which none makes ſo much 
proviſion tor a holy lite ( v ). Aud becauſe we » Tit.s,r7 
have ſo many Lepers, think Abanab, and Par ** 
pbar better than all the waters of 1-ael. Our 
very Religion partakes of the infamy of our lives 
is thought rather a miſtery of iniquity than of god 
lineſſe > tor when thole that have not oppore 
tunity to examine our faith, ſee the enormoul- 


neſs 
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neſie of our works, what ſhould binder them 
from meaſuring the maſter, by the dilciplc 
It b.ing icarce 1m3ginable , that any one Seda 
ot mn , thould fo vniverſally rug counter 
© all the rulcs of their profcſſion ,, for ler a- 
ny fober heathen, look upon Chriftendom, as it 
is at this day, weltcring in the bloud, not of 
martyrdom, but war, and is it pollible for him 
to think it owns a Golpell of peace, or that 
thoſe who perpetually do thole outrages, they 
are unwilling to {utter , protciſe obedicnceto the 
Royall law, of, Love tby neighbour as thy ſelf? 
Can he te the violences, and opprefſions, the 
frauds and underminings, the bulic ſcrambling 
for Croxens, and for little parcels of the earth , 
believe, we account our ſelves ſtrangers and 
Pilgrims in it , and have laid upour treaſure 
in Hcaven ? Can he obſerve the ſtrange and 
al\moft univerſall diftortion of ſpeech, where- 
by 1t hath loſt its native propric y of bcing 
interpreter of the mind, and under intelligible 
words \o tar cxitibits the Bebell of confuſion, 
that no man underitands anothers meaning, 
and can he imagine we have any ſuch precept 
as lye not one t0 anotber-, or penalty upon the 
intringer, as excluſton from the new Feruſalem? 
Shall he hear our God mentioned more fre- 
quently and earneſtly in our imprecations, than 
our prayers, and cvery part of our crucified Sa- 
viour Tecruciticd 11 our horrid oaths, and not 
think that his ſccond executioners bcar him 
as little reverence as his fir{t z or that he hath 
given no ſuch command, as Swear not at all? 
When 


_ 
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When he deſccrn.s ſelf-preſervation bowed to 23 
the ſupreme law,cau he ever druam of anuther 
ſo inconlifient obligation, as that ot taking up 
the Croſſe z or that ſutftcring tor righcoulncls 
ſake, is one of our greatclt telicitics, when he 
ſces:us run {oatirightcd trom 1t, that, nocr:me, 
perjury, rebellion, murder, is block cuough 
in our way to ltop vur flight, when he tees 
how much of our buljucflc, is, firlt to cxcue, 
and then to cloy, the ficth, to ſpur it onto 
riots, even beyoud its own propcnlions, that 
the whole year is but one mad Carmvall , and. 
we are voluptuous, not ſo much upun delire of 
appetite, as by way of exploit and bravery 3 
can he poſlibly gucfſe our wſtitution direds us 
to beat down the body, and iutcrdicts us all ri- 
oteng , and drunkenn+(ſe, chambering , and wan- 
tonneſſe, and all proviſions for the fleſh to fulfill 
the !nits thereof ? Certainly when he (ecs a {ct of 
men, that have inhanc't the common humane 
pravity he will be apt to infer, their principles 
have taught them the improvement z and up” 
on that ſuppolal, he wanted not temptation 


.to his option, that ſaid, Let my ſul be with the 


Phil-ſophers, So hath Chriſtanity becn inti- 
nitcly more opprelt by thole that tought tor 
it, than that were 1n arms againſt it; breeding 
averſion and abhorrcuce of th :t reli2jon, whole 
admirers arc full ot bleud, rapine , &c. nor do 
ſuch attempts gain any thing to the gaule, but 
the intamy ot thoſe, uſed ro promate it. Aud 
now it amidſt all our 1mpurtunate pretences 
to piety, there bc indecd any ſuch-thing among 

M 2 | us, 
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us, me thinks it ſhould give us fome relenting, 
make us ſadly conlider to what a deplorable 
condition we have brought that very Rligion 
on which we profcile to hang all our hopes, 
our happineſſe. And oh that our importunate 
ſtrifes might be ſuperſeded, and our number- 
Jeſſe mortall enmities, moulded into the one 
ncble emulation, who (hall fatteſt unravell his 
own miſchiefs, and promote that peace he hath 
hitherto diſturbed. That while many of our 
Spirituall combatants, in ſpite of daily repeat- 
ed calls to peace, ſtill purſuc their hoſtility, we 
may ſhew more zeal to the obeying our Ge- 


nerall, than annoying our enemyz and may 


hght, not againſt tingle adverlaries, but war 
it felt, and contend againſt nothing but con- 
tentions, The atchievements of calm and (os 
ber counſclls are infinitely preferrable before 
thole of firength and power; eſpecially 
here, where if we fight, we wound our bre- 
chren, but if we unite, we deliroy our ene- 
my, bafle, and circumvent Satans Maſter-ſtra- 
tagem; not only worlt, but out wit him. Oh 
if poſlible retrieve the decays of Chviſtianity , 
and repair the injuries you have done it, by 
bringing its precepts into your ccnverfati- 
ons, and avoiding the doing any thing that 
may arm or provoke others tongues againſt 
your profeſhon, ro which your perſonall taults 
will be imputed. To what a dilmall, torlorn 
ſtate have we brought that, which was de- 
hgned to bring us to bliſs, far exceeding the 
barbarity of the brutiſh Sodomriters they would 
have 
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have violated the meſſexgers of their raine, but 
we thoſe of our ſafety z and have not only 
negle&cd, but vilihed and reproached the exz- 
baſſie (ſeat us from Heaven,& inſtead of embra» 
cing that purity, and peace, 1t recommends 
to us, have done our part to make it forgotten 
that ever it was (ent upon any ſuch crrand. 
And indced, to it is like to be, it fome Heroick 
picty revive not its memory, and teach us to 
record it, not {ſo much in our books as lives : 
thcre only it will be univerſally legible, and 
appear to be, whatitis in its own uature , the 
power of God unto Salvation. A Chiiſlian pre» 
tends not to have a better wit, a more picrce - 
ing Judgment, but a better rule, more power- 
fu'l arguments and irnccntives to be more holy, 
chaſt, temperate, jult, more maſicr of his paſ- 
tions, more me. k, kind, gentle, obliging , cha» 
ritable, loving, mild, of a ſweeter , peaccabl: 
temper, than others. Then will the world 
believe Chriſtianity powerfull indecd, when they 
beholds its riffories written in the blood of 
our luſts, and our vices lcd in triumph, as 
the Trophics of its- conqueſt; when they 
ſce our ations ſtamped with its ſacred im- 
preſſions, and can read its Precepts in its Pro- 
t:ffors praftices. O fave your (tlves from this 


untoward generation ( p ). Come out of her my ? A. 2. 
people, that you be not partakers of her fins, 


and that you receive not of her plagues; for 
her fins have reached unto Heaven, and God 


hath remembered her iniquitics (q ). Do you * Rev: 18. 
not know, that the Saints ſhall judge the®” 
M 3 world 


tt. a 4 


176 True Chriſtians called upon, 


world? How much more ought your lives 
" Heb.zr, to condemn it (x) O! lct notthem whom 
” you mutt one day Judge, juſtly Judge you now, 
rotumbe O! why will you by an ill example ( x ). ſhed 
14, © the blond of their ſouls tor whom Chriſt ſhed 
Mat.18.7. his own, and be cruel to them, who have 
found ' Chiitt fo kind to you? Shall thoſe 
brouy h: up in Scarlet,that wear Chrilts Livery 
(like the Courtiers of Heaven) in their conver- 
ſation embrace ' the ſtinking dunghill of this 
worlds p'caſure and profit, Feruſulem is a 
lighting 'wi:h candlcs to ſearch Hcartsz now 
Gud 1s comirg to purge his Gold , to prune 
his Vine; Prot flors look within you, and look 
about you. How can you who lg againſt ſo much 
Iight,retolution engag. ment encouragement,) a» 
bide th. day ot his com:1g2& ſtand when the Bun 
of rightcouſheſe appears 3 tor he is like a Re- 


what bluſhing will there be ere long? when 
thou ſhalt waſh bft che paint of our profcſſion 
(which will not endure the water, or Sun) and 
thy tol owers wear their hearts in their taces? 
When they that have not the power, and lite, 
ſhall wiſh 'they 'had not the form, and vizard 
'of godlineflc, and ceaſe to appear to be; whit 
they really arcnot? "Tis much more cligible 
to' be an honeſt Hcathen, or Devout Idohlater, 
than a prophane Chriſtian. How many ſet 
themſclves more than Intidells? and -that the 
Chartcr of Chriſtianity hath ſerved them 'for 
nb other purpoſe, but to'reprove them in the e+ 
ternity of their pains for the exorbitance of 
their 


e Ma). 3.2, fincrs fire, and like tullers ſope ( tr). Ah Lord! - 
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their infamy. Hell is pav'd wich hypocrites 
' Skulls, they fall deepeſt into milcry, trom the 


greateſt advantages, and opportunitics of be- 
ing happy, heve their portion with hipocrices 
and unbelievers ( v ). There is one that ac- 


cuſes you, even Jcfus in wiom you trult. We 5*- 


lin at a greater, but not ſv chcap a rate as 
our forciathers: Our crimcs arc of a decpcr 


dye, attended with (adder , blacker aggrava- * 


tions, and capable of more Judgment. Ry» 
member Capernaum's Doom, and tremble. Weep 
not tor heathens, weep tor your (elves; it {hall 
be more tolerable for Sod+w in the day of Judg- 
ment than tor thee. Thou art inexculable O 
man, whoſoever thou art that Judgeſt, for 
wherein thou Judgelt another, thou condem» 
neſt thy ſcltz and thiakelt thou this O man, 
that Judge/t them which do ſuch things, and 
doſt the fame, that chou ſhalt cſcape the Judy» 
ment ot God ( w). The Evangelicall Covenant 
allows no other priviledge to the fins of the 
moſt knowing Profeſſors, but a preheminence 
in puniſhment, the being beaten with many 
ſtripes The Son of righteouſnuciſe, fo long 
ſhining on the infincere,{crves only co involve 
them, in that moſt dreadtull condemnation , 
which awaits thoſe who love darckneſſe more 
than light. 


But what can we expect,but that Chriſtian re- 
ligion, crumbled into ſo many minute fractions, 
ſhould like duſt be ſcattered, and irrecoverably 
diſſipated. That while ſhe is ſurrounded with 

M 4 Aſſaſſines 
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Aſſaſiines from all quaters, every one whereof 
with a wanton cruelty arc ambitious to infli 
new wounds, but that her preſent languiſhing 
ſhould end in death. To preſerve that ſacred 
manuſcript of Heaven, the Golſpell, from being 
loſt, or taken away, the way 15 to tranſcribe, 
and copy it out in your lives. That formida- 
ble Judgment of removing the candleſtick (us'd 
by Chriſt as the moſt awakening menace,(x) is 
yet inhanced by doing it with our own hands. 
When men are come to that inſenſate obdurati- 
on, that they court their plagues, become their 
own liQors,& make their extrinlick puniſhment 
their choice, they are certainly too ſecure of that 
Tuine they call for. And may we not fear it 
may prove Generall, and involve us all ? That 
while ſo many cry out to be delivered from their 
Chriſtianity, as their load and preſſure 3 and fo 
few expreidtheir diſſcnt to that demand, God 
may in Judgment grant it, hearken to thoſe 
that cry loudeſt, re{cue his Goſpell from our 
prophane and impious violations, and give it 
ro others that may bring forth the fruit thereot. 
The fawningproteſlions ofthe demure hypocrite, 
accelerate, and not avert this fate ; He that makes 
the Golden (cepter in Chrilt's hand, a Rod of 
Tronin his own; That thinks his Seint-ſhip Lis 
ccnſcs him to all the ſevere cenſures,& the (eve 
rer(becauſe more effective)oppreſſions of others, 
15 certainly to be lookt on, not only as a Rebel, 
but Vſwrper, and of all others, the highctt pro- 
vokcr. He chat tramples under foot the fon of 
God, doth not fo much violate him, as he that 
pretends 
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pretends to cre him a throne upon bloud ant 
rapine, perjury and ſacriledge: nor, he that 
accounts the blood of the Covenant an unholy 
thing, fomuch prophanes him, as he that uſes 
it as a varniſh to paint over his fouleſt Juſts, 
There is no concord between Chritt and Belial. 
And can we think he will be paticnt to be made 
ſubſervient to his enemy, or (ufter his Ark to be 
ſet for the ſupport, which ſhould be the confaſior 
of Dagon ? Will he, that ſo ſeverely upbraides 
the Hyprerifie of the Jews, that ſtole, murdered, 
and committed adultery, and (ware talily, yet 


came and ſtood bcfore him in his houſe (y)? con- 2 Je-7-9 


nive at it in Chriſtians? Was it intullcrable pro- 
phanation in them, to account his houſe a dex 
of robbers, and ſhall we be permitted to make it 
ſo? They are ſcnt to Sbilo to learn their own 
diſtiny, and ſure, we are as like to fhnd ours 
there too : to be deprived of thoſe advantages 
we have lo unworthily abus'd. We cannot but 
expect,that when he ſces his light ſerve only to 
aid us the more ſubtily to contrive our deeds of 
darkne(s, he ſhould with draw it, (mite us with 
blindneſs like the Sodomites, whom he finds in 
ſuch umpure purſuites. By our nonco nformity 
toit, -we abjure the ſoveraignity pt Chriſt, and 
really ſay, we will not have him torule over us. 
And being thus depoſed of his regall and dere- 
Ctive power, we have reaſon to believe, he will 
diſpiſe a racer titular Empirc,not ſuffer the ſcep- 
terot his Word to remain as an empty ceremony, 
among thoſe, who pay it no reall obedience? Te 
be again cloathed with purple, crown'd and __ 
lute 
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luted King, to advance, the triumph of his 
ſcorn and crucih&tion ? Be not dcccived, God 
will not be mocixed 3 nor always ſtand holding 
the candle tous, while we do the devil's drud+ 
gery. It we makeno other uſe ot the waters 
of life, but to bath and paddle in, we may ex- 
pect to ſee them dry'd up, or turned 1nto ſome 
other channel) 3 and the Sun of rightcouſneſſe 
no longer to ſhine upon thoſe who only baske 
themle:ves in its raics, grow Etbiops trom its 
neighbourhood, and will not work by its light, 
A judgment fo black and diſmall, that onr 
liberty, peace and plenty go with our means of 
ſalvation. When with our guilt, we have Ex- 
orci+ the Goſpel trom among us, and diſpoſſeſi 
our ſelves of it 3 it will not depart withour horri- 
ble rendings, tearings, tortoring 3 nor give over 
{trugling in its paſlage, till lett us dymyg and 
weltering in our own bloud. O then ! tor the 
Goſpcll, the nation, your own, and polſterities 
ſake, be prevailed with, to a ſpeedy retormation 
ot your lives. Seriouſly ponder the excellency 
of that holy vocation to-which you are called, 
and whether you have walked worthy of it (s,. 
Diligently fifc out the fallacies and deluſions of 
Satan and your own hearts, as the particulars, 
ſo the cauſesof your miſcarriages 3 not tor ac- 
quaintance with thoſe malefaCtors. but for their 
puniſhment, and our ſecurity. Be ingagedin 
an carneſt proſecution of thole delinquents you 
have impeacht, and in as earneſt endeavours to 
repair the miſchicts they have wrought, make 
no dclay to reſcue your (elves from their trea* 
cheries. 
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cheries. Mantully break thoſe withes and cords 
which arc too weak*to hold ary that will but jn 
carneft remeniber he is a Nazarite, a pcrſon 
conſecrated to God. Rcſolutely retilt the intidu- 
ous carrcfſes of thole Dalilab's, which would 
deliver, not your ſelves only, but the Ark to the 
Philiftines. Nor be content with your own fin» 
gle eſcape, but propagate the deliverance to as 
inany as you can. Blazon and ftigmatize 
thofe impoltors 3 to cunccal them is a combine- 
ing with them. Warn and caution others 
ag2inlt thoſe jugling artifices, by which your 
{clves were intrapped 3 make your own cfcape a 
ſca-mark for ſecuring the courſe of other paſ- 
ſengersz when thou art converted, ſtrengthen 
thy brethren, A piece of this traternal charity, 
weall owe to every particular foul, to whom 
we have opportunity to diſpence it 3 and the on- 
ly way to take off that'{candall we have broughr 
upon religion 3 which will no morc be removed 
by a few ſingle, private retormations, than it 
was contracted by their irregularities. There 
mufi be combinarions, and publick confederacies 
in virtue, tO ballartce and cormnterpoiſe thole of vice, 
or the will never recover that priltine honour 
which ſhe acquired, by the 'Generall piety of 
hcr profeſſors 3 when there was ſuch an abhor- 
rence of all that”"was ill, that a vitious perſon was 


look'd onasa kind of monſter or prodigy, and 


like a putrified 'member cut off,as being not on- 
ly Jangeroxns but noiſaom to the body. Bur alas, 
the Church is now made up of tuch, as ſhe thea 
would have calt out : And, *tis as remarkable to 


hnd 
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hnda good Chriſtian , as there, a bad. Every 

thing is cſtimaced, not agcording to its rare 

and caſuall, but frequent uſuall operations, 

Chriſtianity hath loſt as much inits repute, as it 

appears to have done in its cfhcacies ; nor will 

there be any way of repairing i”, till we be Ge- 

nerally rendred as malleable to its impreſſions, 

that our lives may atteſt its force and encrgy, 

To ſuppreſs the operations of our religion, is 

indeed tocxtinguiſh it. And O that men would 

Generally lay to Heart, the fin and intamy of be- 
ing promoters of publick ruine! and quench 
that fire with their tears, their fins have kind» 
led. That the faſtings and prayers, the ſighs 
and groans of the primitive Chriſtians, may ſup- 
plant the prophane Luxuries, the carnall jollitics 
of the modern. That ſackcloth and aſhes may 
become the univerſal mode, the only fathion- 
able dreſs among us. But the leſs there is of 
this Generall -- Surat the more Jealouſly 
ought every ſingle perſon to look on himſelf, lelt 
he be one that obſiruct it, by ſaying till it beg 
faſhion , but negle& to contribute his part, to 
che waking it ſo. O why ſhould we not all 
emylouſly contend who ſhould firlt put off that 
ugly vizard we have put upon our religion, and 
reſtore it to its native form ? men are willing to 
diſcourage themſelves from the attempt and 
with an unſcaſonable modeſty refle&, what a 
notbing one man is to ſo many millions : When 
alas, all that vaſi empire Vice hath got in the 
world, is founded in the pravitie of ſingle per- 
ſons , and wou!d certainly be ruined by their 
reformation. 


v 
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reformation. He who confiders himſelf but as 
One , (ſhould not ſuffer himſelt to grow into 
tefſe, to fall from that Unite to a Cypher, by 
permitting floath or cowardice toenfeeble, and 
emaſculate him 3 but recolle& his ſpirits, aus» 
ate all his ſtrength , and therefore be ſure to 
do his utmoſt, becauſe that utmoſt is but little, 
What wonders are induſtry and reſolution able 
tocffe&t z and a (ingle courage cxerted, hath of- 
ten without Romance overcome Giantly difh- 
cultics.” Tis a prejudice is caft upou virtue, by the 
pulillanimity of thoſe that like but dare not abes 
her : when moſt commit all impieries daring- 
ly and openly, and thole few that mourn for 
it, do it but in ſecretz the example of the one 
is contagious, but the other hath no means to 
defuſe it ſelf. Would Chriſtians ſtoutly own 
Duty, and not follow Chriſtafar oft, they might 
yet hope to make a party, and gather ground in 
the world. And how noble an attempt were 
this, thus to conquer Satan in his higheſt Tri- 
umph, and recover a loſt ficld > Methinks 
thoſe who have any warmth of piety glowing 
within them; may calily thus improve it into 
a flame, by being, not only devout to God , 
but zealous toward men ; endcavour ing by all 
prudent means to recover them out of the (nares 
of the Devill z- among which are none more 
intangling than the creditablenefle and repute 
of cuſtomary vices. _ Set your ſelves eſpeci- 
ally againſt that overgrown covering aud 
Ornament, thoſe locks wherein its great, its 
$:mpſon frength lyesz and firive to render it as 
| contemned, 
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contemned, as it 15 baſe, To which purpole 
is nothing ſo apt, as the exalting its compe” 
titor, aftcAing virtue out ot the Dangeon , that 
darkneſſe, and obſcurity whercin it hath long 
lain forgotten , and by making it illuttrioutly 
vitible in your own practices,put 1t into the poſ- 
ſibility of attracting others, there only it ap- 
pears in its true ſplendor: They are but dead co» 
lours the ſublimeſt peculations can put on it; 
He that will draw it to the lite, mult imprint it 
upon his own. 


The true And thus every pious perſon may, nay, ought to 


be a Nvab, a Preacher of rightcouincile 3 and 
if it be his fortune to have as impecſwatible an 
auditory , if he cannot avert the deluge, it 
will be yct the providing tiumſclt an Ark; 
the delivering, yea , advancing his own foul, 
if he cannot benetit other mens: Nay, this be- 
ing a Noah may qualihe him to be a Mes, give 
him ſuch an intereft with Heaven, that he may 
be tit toſtand in the gap, to be an interceſlor 
and mediator for a provoking people. He fo 
mourns for the fins of others, that he will 
hardly be taken off, while others mourn not 
for their own. Hith learnt to deny his pri- 
vate iuterelt tor the publick ga0d; Mſes would 
not ceaſe praying tor 1/rael, to be made great 
upon their ruines, He abhors the baſencſle of 
ſcrving himſelf on che evill of the times by 
ſecking a private gain, by that which will curn 
to the publick lotſe, and of fearing to adven» 
ture 2 private loſſe, tor that which may turn 
ro 
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tothe publick gain. His zcal i- mixed with love 
and meekncſſe, to meit, not confume his ene- 
my 3 apter to pour out his own bloud a Sacrt» 
hce for truth, than that of gainſayers3 tar from 
thoſe that think to propagate religion by arms 
not only lawtfull but meritorious; and in order 
to planting it in a nation, mellow the ſoy] with. 
the bloud of the inhabitants. The common 
errableneſſe of mankind urges in him commiler- 
ation to the Seduced, to look gently upon 0- 
thers, (on an involuntary error, rather as the 
diſeaſe, than crime of the perſon), as to refle& 
impartially upon himſclf. He confiders how 
pollible it is, that even while we condemn 
others, we may indecd be in the wrong , and 
then, all the inveRtives we make at their (»p- 
poſed errors, fall back with a rebounded force 


upon our own reall ones ( a). Thole univer- 8 Gal. 6.x. 


fall truths to which all parties aſſent, are the 
clcareſt, for their evidence, and molt impor- 
tant for their conſequence; ſo ſhould be a more 
iatorcing motive to unite, than the more ſin- 
gular opinions ( perhaps fancies ) of ſome men 
can be todiſcord, would men as nicely obſerve 
the principles of agreement between diſcenting 
parties 3 and with as much art and care, fcek 
to dilate and ſpread them, why might nut 
they, as much overwhelm our differences, as 
they have been overwhelmed by them. Hy- 
pocrites are more zealons and earneſt for a Ce- 
remony,than tor the Sabbath; reverence the Creed, 
but make no conſcience of the Commandements. 
But a true Chriſtian conteſts more tor the 
| weighter 
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weightier things of religion; than for the leſſer , 
and is charitably attc(t<d to the favourable cen-, 
ſures of all ulages that are mcerly indifferent, 
Prudence ofcen requires as much compliance 
with our weak brethren as is allowed by inng- 
cence. In what he cannot comply with the 
depraved cuttomcs of thoſe among whom, with- 
out diſobeying him for whom, he lives; or do- 
ing what would dcrogate from the dignity of 
a perſon related to ſuch a Maſter, whoſe fervant 
he is,he will leſſe conlider what may be thought 
of him by a multitude, than what account he 
isto render to him, who hath forbid him to 
follow a multitude to do evill. And as he 
knows his reward will be much lefſe than he 
reckons upon, it it were a thing to be reccived 
on carth, not in Heaven; ſo how ſtrange and 
unfaſhionable foever his conformity to his own 
Soveraign may appear, he chooſes rather to 
diſpleaſe him, than God, and acts as both ſce- 
ing and being fcen of him that is inviſible. It 
fin preſent himſelt as his Prote&or from a 
temporall calamity, reaſon tells him the profer 
is inlidious; It expoſes him to that which is 
inhiaitely more, than what it pretends to fave 
him from, in reſpe& both of guilt and puniſh» 
ment: what a cheat is it to keep me out of the 
Dungeon, and ſend me to the bottomleſle pit? 
To ſave me from a temporall fire, and there- 
by mark me out as fewel for etcrnall flames? 
To take me out of their hands who can kill the, 
body, to put me into his, who can deltroy both 
{foul and body in Hell? Tis folly co wallow 

Tr 
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in the mire, though it were Caſe, much leſle 
when it is full of Aſps, and Vipers, which will 
infallibly ſting me to death. He eyes both 
the uglinedle of fin, and the affrightfull, dilmall 
blaze of thoſe unquenchable flames it kindles. 
He retrains his tongue trom evill , ſeeks peace 
and purſues promoting goed will among, men, 
healing differences, abating animolities , pre- 
terring, the publick quiet, before his own pri- 
vate ends; Cenſures not, reviles , -nox mur- 
murs againſt others, tor that helps nat to bet- 
ter any condition, but rather encreaſcs the eyill 
and diſcontent of it 3 eſpecially if directed a+ 
gainſt our Governours » men in private ſtations 
can't underſtand the temptations and dithcul- 
ties great perſons contelt with, therefore no 
ht Judges of their ations By maligning them, 
we weaken their hands, and undermine that 
power, whereby order is to be preſerved, 6c 
iatroduces confuſion, the work kind of evills 
any times are capable of: One tongue ſet on tire 
of Hell, may ſet on fire the whole conrſe of 


nature (b ) the frame and compages of hu- ÞJam.z.6. 


mane Societies, and diſlolve thoſe bonds, where» 
by men are to be united in an orderly aſloci- 
ation: Even thoſe moſt prone to diſcontent, 
could not with ſafety ſleep or wake, did not 
the wing of Government hover over them: 
Were the King a Nero, St. Paul would charge 
us not to reſiſt, and would charge reſt ance with 


damnatiop (c ). The peoples tin may cauſe c Rom. 13, 


God to infatuate their Princes Counſel, or leave * 
him to commit {uch crimes, for which he may 
panith 


e 2 Pet, 3. 
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punith the nation, and he not deſerve to go» 
vern, butthcy not deferve a better Governour 
(d). He redeems the time b. cauſe the days 
are evill; the hire of his zeal is kindled by an 
Antiperiſtaſis, and burns hottctt iu coldctt (ca- 
fons 3 as Spning watcr warmeſt in troſty wea- 
ther. He takes Antidotes in an infectious air, in 
common contagion,beware leſt ye being alfoled 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own ftcdfaſtneſle ( e ). Follow the Lamb 
whereſoever he goes, not for his fleece , but 
for his bloud , when (ſo few go after him, ſo 
many ſtand ſtill, and moſt go backward; A- 
poſtates are the Devills windfa]ls , death blows 
them into Hell. In the darkett night the Fir- 
mament of his ſonl is deck't and bcſpangled 
in greateſt luſtre, and then moſt carctall to 
hang out his light, to ſtir up, and live in the 
excrcile of his moſt excellent graces, cſpecially 
thoſe that Rand in oppolition to the reigning 
uſages of the age ; that he may diminiſh the 
darkneſſe of an evill generation, he fhincs as 
T lightin it (f)3 is patient among offcnſive 
neighbours, chatt among laſcivious, ſober a- 
mong Epicures, religious in Sodrm , upright 
when the whok carth is corrupted : their 
worldlinefſe quickens his Heavenlineſſe, their 
Atheiſm Ws beliet in God, their lukewarmneſs 
his circumſpet -2eal and firictneſſe( g ); Is as 
ative for God, as others arc tor the world ; 
as truly content with his condition as others 
are covetous and oppreflive, as taithful as othcrs 
are falfo;> av pious as! others are prophanc 3 5 
AU 


m —_ 


* «6 = «© \ ws Hah hts+ © RN Hm + ww wed 


« A a< as a Mm 


at a_” aw. Awoan an. aA an 


- ww * wu _FY WW, ww 2 


In evill times. 


tnuch cxcclls in Chriſtian moderation, Humi- 
licy, as others in cruclty, cenforiouſneſſe, pride. 
His life is an illuſtrious Tetitimony for Chriſt and 
his cauſe againſt a wicked world. He fears 
not the reputation of ſingularity, but had ras 
ther go himſelf alone to Heayen, than to Hell 
inaccowd of Company. In an Epidemick di- 
ſeaſe, every one looks owt tor Antidotes for 
his own peculiar, and doth not acquietce in 
that filly conhdence, he ſha!l do as well as 
others: Can numbers outface Damnation? Do 
men hope that by going in troops to Hell , 
They (hall maſter che native inhabitants, ſub- 
due 'thole Legious of tormentors, and become 
Conquerors inſtead of ſufferers? He appears 
in dcfence of Gods word and ways, with 
more courage, reſolution, and boldneſſe, than 
others in oppoling or pleading againſt them. 
'Tis the wiſett, fatcſt courſe to take the ſtrong- 
eſt tide; greater 15 he that is with us, than they 
that arewith them:When Gods cauſe and glory 
ſufters,he that 15 not for God is againtt him, and 
he that gathers not with him, ſcatters abroad; 
ſo, by fearing a leffer danger, falls into a great- 
erj to fave his cloaths, breaks his neck. He 
1s not aſhamed of his prof. fſion , and dare be 
religious when it expolcs to danger, when no- 
thing is {o hard and chargeable to kcep as a 
good conſcience; and he that departs from + 
vill, makes himſelf a prey, and 1s accounted 
mad for his pains, His truly generons ſpirit , 
not only ſurmounts the difficultics that attend 
him, but is raiſed by them; and turns them in- 
N 2 i4 
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fo ſteps to glory. That boyltcrous breath the 
—__prophanc (nd torth to deride and croſs this 


Skiltull Plot in his intended voyage, by the right 
compoling, of his fails, he makes that his great- 
eſt turtherance and advantage, which was in- 
tended for his ruinc./Hec can with any name,and 
with any wind go to Heaven, a harbour where 
hes ſure to mect with his name written in the 
book of life. He cannot think that any debaſe- 
ment of his ſpirit, which carrics him out upon 
ſo High and Noble atchicvcments, but an hap- 
pineſs togo into Heaven , though through a 
red Sca, and a rude wilderneſſc: Whilelt 0+ 
thers ( alas) feed fo greedily upon the Quails, 


that they never ſaygrace;but ina murmuring that 


they have not more and better cheer 3, he teeds 
more upon his hopes, than his cnjoyments, & 
bleſſes his God for both. He converts the 
peoples froth into Pearl; and will not buy their 
good word, with the lofſe of his Lords, well 
done good and faithful ſervant. He ticks clolc to 
Chritt whcnit 1s diſgracefull or death to wear 
his colluors , and rejoices he is counted wore 
thy toſuftcr ſhame for his name (b ).. What 
the Church loſes in the number of formal! 
Vrotcſlors, 15 abundantly made up in the vigo- 
10ns graces of recall Saints. He will let yo 
all his earthly prcterment, ratheyx than Joſe 
his conlcience, accounting the enjoyment of 
what he principally loves, enough to recom- 
p=ulc him tor all he hath been conſtrained to part 
with in purlucing it: That ſervant 1s worthy 
:© tant, that holds it not a {uffticient encourage» 
meat 
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ment to ſce the evident proots of his Mafters 
favour; Let Michal revile his dancing bctore 
the Ark, his patience ſtops all mouths and pur- 
chaſes Crowns, If no cauſe to bluſh tor Hea- 
ven, why ſhould we for grace? What ſhall 
we be adaſht at, ſcrving the only potentate, and 
originall of all excellencics? Shametac'tnels 1s tor 
them, in whoſe coat of arms they may well 
put in the Derils cliven-foot, virtuc is a thou- 
{and efcutcheons. Me abhors the balcneſfle of 
being bafled out of a truth or virtue: A good 
cauſe divelis ſufferings (in what drefle foever 
they appear ) of their dreadtull thapez pylls oft 
the ugly vizard; and ſhews us 4 beauty tnat lay 
there conccaled ; wife men may be argued out 
of a religion they own, none but fools and mad 
men will be drol'd out ot it; fooncr laugh'd 
out of their eſtate, than out of their hopes ot 
cternall happineſſe. He prizcs lis Maſters honour 
more than his own intereſt : having hxed his 
end, he takes his way as he tinds it; all weather 
is fair to a willing mind. *Tis indifferent to him 

whether he be conſumed by Martyrdom , or 

religious employment, or what manner of 
death he (ball die: It he prize any thing in the 

world, as hisown, 'tis that he hath ſome- 

thing to clicem as nothing for Chriſt. Defire 

of gain or glory, fear of diſgrace or danger, in- 

duces not him to pernicious practices;a man can 
never be undone by the greatelt loſſe he can 

ſuſtain, for preſerving an intereſt in Gods love 

and favour. Heisrich and happy, whoſe por- 

tion is God, and inheritance Heaven , how 
N s great 
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great ſoever his ſifferings and loſſes, while q- 
hers with their greatelt worldly gain or glory 
are p2or and milrable. And yet, here, where 
the prize is ſorich, the tearms ſo cafie, the ac- 
quelt ſo certain, the detriment of refuſing it fo 
nettimable, how many inſigmticant combatants 
are there in the Chriſtian camp that only lend 
their name to till up the muſte--roule, but never 


drcam of going vpon ſervice? It we hight not. 


manfully under our Saviours banner againſtfin, 
the world,and the Devill,'tis not matcriall what 
profeiſion we makc;zwe are the ſame deſertors 
whether we ſtay in our own camp,or run over 
to the enemics,throw away our arms,vr not uſe 
them,renounce our Chriſtian faith,ornotimprove 
ir.Sloath is as miſchievous in war as trcachery or 
cowardiſc And, he that keeps his (word in the 
ſ\hzath,is as formidable ancnemy,zs he that brings 
none into the held. Chritttanity 15 our badge or 
cognizanc: of the cauſe and generall we hghtfor; 
to ctgage us to all the obcdience, tidelity and 
conttancy of Reſolute ſouldicrs. They that 
p!caſe not themſclves with the empty title, but 
penctrate the full purport and f1gnihcancie of 
cher Chriſtianity, will ind themſclvcsatſaulted 
by luch force of xcaſon, that they mult be either 
very ill Logiciaus, or very good Chriſtians ; 
&, they thac look on the ctcrnall things #hat are 
not *ſten,, will through thoſe opticks exactly dil- 
£crn the yauity and incyunliderablenels of all that 
1s viſible,and temporary;and fo (while others un» 
worthily deſert that cauſe they tind chargeable to 

| Majin 
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maintain, and chuſe the way of the wicked, 
whoſe proſperity they envy) will be equally 
unmoved with the terrors or allurements of the 
world, and neithcr frighted nor flattered offtheir 
| duty. He would not be ſaved alone, but is {tull 
| provoking and winning over others toa love of 
the truth. When 'tis cuſtomary to ſpeak more 
of perſons, than thingsz and recxoned a peice of 
ingenuity to raiſe or improve a ſtory, to 
wound the fame of an enemy, or play with the 
repatation of a friend : when blaſphcmous hypo» 
crites words are (tout againlt God, then they 
that fcared the Lord (pake ofteuone to another(3) 
by way of counſcll &encouragment in the wayes 
ot God ; that the lincerity and cminency of 
their piety, may be lufficient to overwhelm the 
contrary perverineſs He hathas many chaimes 
to oblige men to his maker, as he hath given 
him mcans of well doing, He perfumes every 
place with his preſence, and 'tis hard for any to 
come from him, no whitt holyer than he went. 
While others are drawing in partners of their 
| Damnation, he is pulling them out of the hre : 
even permiſſion in thoſe things we might ;eme- 
| dy, makes us no lels actors than content 3 ſome 
kill as much by looking on, as others by {miting; 
whoſoever gives the blow, the murder may be 
ours : *tisall one, to held the ſack, and to fill 
it : we are guilty ot all the evill w might have 
hindered. Fooliſh Chrittians, in {tzad of vindi- 
cating the truth, think it forſooth, diſcretiog 
and moderation, with a complying flence, and 
perhaps a {mile to boot, tacitly to approve and 
ſtrike in with the ſcoffer, and ſo go ſharcr both 
N 4 in 
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n the mirth, and guilt of his prophanc jeſts.He (tu- 
diouſly contrives how he may promote his ac- 
Quaintances advantage, not only outward and 
ſecular but inward and fpirituall ; uſcing all 
friendly tiratagems to recommend and endear 
vertuc to him : He makes his kindneſs the ve- 
hicle wherein the more gratefully co adminiſter 
whatſoever is moſt wholſome, even reproofs 
when they appear ſo 3 and yet, by taking his 
own turn in being the patzent, evinces 'tis no 
aſſuming humour that creates him a Phyſician, 
He tecles ſuch an unutterrable complacency in 
relcucing any man by ſcaſonable advice trom a 
courſe ot (in, that he tinds he is kind to himſelf 
as wcll as the other 3 and hath no temptation to 
think himſelf unprofitably imploy'd, though 
that were to be his only reward. He becomesa 
Saviowr withouta crolsz and payes but alittle 
breath tor that, which exhauticd the bloud of 
his owa. He that by a ſtrict and exemplary con» 
verſation ſets himiclf up a Land-mark, to 
dire& men in this turbulent, and dangerous ſea, 
though his light gocs forth to others, the 
warmth and cheriſhing heat of it remaines in 
his own breaſt. What chcertul exulting re- 
fieQions, may he make upon himſelf, that cau 
make good Saint Paul's proteltation, Tam pure 
from the bloud of all men (k ) : That hehath not 
by any ſcandalous example inſnared any foul 3 
but by illuſtrious ads of virtue, fo adorn'd his 
Chrittian profeſſion, as to draw in proſelitcs, to 
the obedience of Chrilt ; That hath made it his 
buſineſs to fland in the gap, not only by his 
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Interceſſions with God againſt the plagues, but by 


his endeavors with men againſt the lins of the na» 
tion 3 and by a ſtcady oppoleing himſelf againſt 
the inundation of prophancſs and licentioul- 
nels, hath invited others to give ſome ſtopto 
thoſe impure torrents. He that aſpires to no more 
than a private innocence, 1s only on the 4ef-»ſroe 
part, {tands upon his guard againſt Satan : but 
he that a1mes at publick retormations, maintains 
an invaſive war againlt bim, and ſo more ſhakes 
his kingdome : The rcducing any (ſinner 15 the 
diſpoſicfiing him of fo much of his uſurpt ter- 
ritory, and weakens his empire in the world. 
But alas, while we ſhould awaken others, we 
fleep our ſelves: While we ſhould give cordialls, 
to uphold others, we faint, we tall our fclves. 
Chriſtian, hath Chriſt caſt his cloak of Love 
over thee, and ſaid unto thee Live,and wilt thon 
not pitty thoſe that lye dead in their bloud ? O 
were the neglect and abulc of religion lookt on 
as a commoninury. which cvery one is concern'd 
to vindicatez wcre there ſuch a combination in 
order to the nations happineſs 3 would every 
Governour ſeriouſly mind his charge, every man 
his brother, every Chriſtian his particular duty, 
how much might it contribute to the general 
god? How ſoon are the toul ſtreets ot a great 
City made clean, by every mans ſweeping his 
owndore. Evill men make evill times, they 
are made good by every mans mending, one: No 
luch way of being a pubiick, benefattor, as Care» 
full endeavours to make the times we live in, 
better tor us.For the Kingdoms 5 welfareit lyes upon 
CAC 
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each particular pcrion, to put out, and faithfully 
improve his little ſtock ro the publick banke, 
doing ſome extraordinary worthip to God, with 
a carctull cixcumipetion agaiutt whatſoever hath 
auy tendency to augment the tins and ſufferings 
' of che times. If the toot be pinched, the back 
bcnds, the head bowes down, the eye looks, 
the hand ltirs, the tongue calls tor aid, the whole 
man is in pain,&labours for redrels: being mem. 
bers of the (ame body, we pray tor our ſelves 


in praying for,others: Then niay we reſt ſatisfied, | 


when conſcience tells us we have ueglectcd no 
canes for rcdicefſing our miſcries 3 but may look 
for amendment or patience by the perſonal pertfor- 
mance of our duty: we ſhall procure to Our 
{clves at lealt the great benetit that would accrue 
to the nation, by a Generall reformation : cither 
the affliction ſhall be kept or taken off thee, or 
laid on ig ſo much mercy, that thy (elf (hall bleG 
God for itzwhcreas the contrary may colt thy tem 
porall or ctern2] ruine. And thoughthe diſtribute 
on of rewards and puniſhments properly belong 
_ totho'e in authority, yet there is one ſort of them 
in the power of private perſons 1, &, Honour and 
contempt 3 every man bing obliged to honour 
t'icm that fear the Lord, and co caſt contempt 
upon thoſe, that would caft contempt upon re- 
lig on 3 which if well apply'd, might prove of 
great efhcacy : Were prophane perſons uſcd as 
the lepers under the Law, would men nauſcate 
their company, and avoid all kind of converſa* 
tion with them, as vile infeqious miſchievous 
perſons, this might be one good mcancs to work 
is 
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in them ſome kind of ſhame and modeſty, when 
they ſhall ſce themſelyes deſpiled and abandon'd 


- by all ſober men. 


And now, why ſhould not every one be atn- 7, regard 
ious Gods dif 
plealures 


bitious by all means to make one in this fo 
s confederacy? and reſolve molt (tudioully to 
endeavour the compoſing our diſcords, and 
ſupporting picty ; in which he may borrow 
ſomething, of inſtruction even from his own 
guilt, and copy out his former induſtry to this 
bettcr purpoſe. But among us are ſomany hu- 
morous and vitious3 ſuch a complicated diſeaſe 
of bad opinions, and ſuch a cachexie of evill 
lives, ſome half kighred architects, who magni- 
fie our virtues, but can neither (ce errors, nor 
torclee dangers 3 other Earthly hearts, hid a- 


mong, the ftuft (1), ſo buſicd about their worldly ,,,, _ - 
defignes, as they have no leaſure to mind, or 32. 


propenſion to be intent upon this ſolemne ſubs» 
jet; and notwithſtanding the common fafcty 
of ſhip: wrack, that we muſtknk or ſwim toges» 
ther, yet in this ſtorm, moſt paſſengers abandon 


or diſregard the ſhip of Church and ttate, to ſave ,, ,,,,,, 
themſelves in the cockboat of their own fortuncs 3*+ 


(m\that we deſpair tb tind the gencrallity appre» 
henfive of diſeaſe or cure. 'Tis a ſingular 
work, and mult be ingaged by hngular agents, 
luch as are truely religious, that have the Sins of 
the nation ſinarting in their hearts, and the 
ſafety of it Ecchoing in their eares3 that have the 
moſt conſcience to cure lin, and the moſt re- 
morſe £0 reconcile an offended God : whoſe 


hearts 
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hearts are knit tothe nation,and whoſe tongues 
ſoliciting for it: That weep over our fins, and 
would even ſacrifice themſelves in expiatory dus 
ties to prevent Judgment. O Chriſtia#s, God 
takes ſpecial notice how we behave our ſelves, 
and comport with his difſpenſations of mercy or 
Fndgment. He expects when extraordinary in 
his providences, that we be ſo mn ſeeking bim. 
Becaule they regard not the work of the Lord, 
nor the operation of his hands, he ſhall deſtroy 
them, and not build them up (n) Trees of 
righteouſneſs,of Gods own planting, bring forth 
o PC, 1.3, their frvit in their ſeaſon (o)3 They carry ſutable 
ſpirits under his variow aftings 3 and ſhift their 

{ailes according to the ſeveral winds, whether 

Noxth or South that blowes npon their garden, 

that the ſpices thereof may flow forth. When 

the Lord comes oxt of his place to puniſh the in- 
p17:2f.21, habitants of the Earth. for their iniquities (p), 
'Tis not manners for his ſervants to ſit fill; they 
mult ariſc and prepare to meet bim(q). *Tis our 
grand, .jimportantduty, when Judgments arcfelt 
© or feared, to be ſenſible of and ſorrowtul under 

them : when he was come nigh, he beheld the 

city and wept over'it (r), When he Eclipſcs 
FLu.19-4* and over-clouds the day, he expects we put on 
our moxrning garments z and be upon our knees 

(in the lowelt re{eutment ) when he lifes np his 

haud to (ſtrike, as aſutable poſture to keep off 

the ſtorm of his wrath now gathering againſt 

us.'Tis high time to betake our ſelves to our def-* 

fenſive armes, when the Lord of hoaſts is mars 

ehing againſt us ; And becauſe I will do thus un- 
t@ 
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tothee, prepare to meet. thy God, O Iſrael (s). * 24s 
He ſmartly,ſevercly reſents that moſt provoking 

lin, a ge inſenſibleneſſe & ſecurity under Fn1g* 
ment, as being a lighting and contemning of his 
power, anda diſhonourable reficion upon his 

wiſe management of humane affairs as it the 
methods of his providence were not worth 

taking notice of; that the hip drove at random, 

and things came by hap hazard; Wo unto them 

that are at eaſe in Sim (z ); drownedinfſenſe, : am.s.r, 
& now lyc ſleeping, unconcerned, at the figns of 

Gods wrath.The very Romans (cverely puniſhed 
one,that ſhewed himſelt our at a window,with a 
Garland on his head in the time of war,when it 

went ill with the common wealth, Whatloever 

ſoul it be that ſhall not be atticted in the ſame 

day,hec ſhall be cut off from among his people: for 

it is a day of attonement,to make an attonement 

tor you, betore the Lord your God ( v ). Shall «Lerep 
the Lyon roar, and ſhall not the bealts of the ***s 


| Forrelt tremble? Fear ye not me? ſaith the Lord, 


will ye not tremble at my prelence ( # )?* ic 4, 
What not dread ſuch a God as Iam ? Will not 


| my greatneſle gor diſplealure make you quake 


and ftand inaw ? Are ye lo fottiſh, as not to 
be (iartled at the voice of the Lord that ſha- 
keth the wilderneſſe ( x )) Will not the ap- « Py. v. 
prehenhion ot my approach enforce you to tix ? 
Tremble thou earth at the preſence of the 
Lord, at the preſence of the God of Facob (y): y PCrr47, 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will nor 


| ſee, but they ſhallſee and beaſhamed ( z ), O! 5162611, 


who ſhall not teas thee O Lord, and worſhip be- 
fors 
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fore thee? For thy Judgments are made mani: rea 

o Revs, feliC ©). Tremble ye women that are at eaſe, of 
4- be troubled ye careleſſe ones; [trip ye, make ye wh 

bare, gird Sack-cloth upon your loins ( þ ), wh 

v1C32, 37, Sigh ye Sons ot men with the breaking of your ver 
Loins, andwith bitterneſs cry and howl and thi 

«Ex, 21,5, {rnite upon your thigh(c )3 be afflitcd and I 1 
x2. mourn, and weepz let your laughter be turned | fim 
to mourning, and your joy to heavineſs; | wa 

humble your ſelves inthe fight of the Lotd , anc 

<J64.9, that he may lift usup ( 4 ): Others fins unmour» | for 
; ned for, become ours, O wo unto our hatd- | anc 
ned jolly Profefſors! O ſhall not your hearts | fer 

be broken, for and from fin, that hath incenfed | for 

God againki the land of your nativity? Can | vn! 

you retire from the world,” and ſeriouity con- | be 

lider the prints of his diſpleaſure, and reman | Wi 
impenitent? Is it nothing to you that God | Tec 

hath theſe many years been withdrawing from | ©! 

his SanQuary in Engl/arrdd? That your Mini- | cn 

fiers after all their labours, have had miſcar- | Gc 

rying wombs and dry breafis? That ſofſeldom | Fr 

auy are under the pangs of the new birth? as! 

and ſo few added to the Church that ſhgll be (a- pre 

ved? That God calls afide fo many of his Am- | 741 
baſſadours? That there is fuch a fpirit of diviliog C. 

in the Land? That he hath been ſo long con» | ©© 
tending with us by the Sword, by Peſtilence, pu 

and by Fire? The joyof our heart js ceaſed, va 


our dance is turned into mourning 3 the Crown on 
js fallen trom our head; wo unto us that we Cl 
have ſtaned ; For this arc our hearts faint, for W! 


&.5' theſe things are our cycs dim ('e), How un- | » 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable are carthly proſecutions in this day 
of wrath ? Thus {(aith the Lord , bchold that 
which I have builc, I will break down, and thaC 
Which I have planted, I will pluck up, e- 
ven this whole land 3 and feckeſt thou great 
things for thy ſelf ? ſeek them not; for behold 


I will bring evill upon all fleſh ( f )3 Is thisafJe45/ 


time to walk with out-ſtretched necks, and 
wantoneyes? to be vain and frothy, careleſs 
and ſtupid, carnall and immerſcd in the world? 
toreccive money and garments, and Olive-yards, 
and Vineyards, and ſhsep, and Oxen, and Men» 
ſervants, and Maid-(crvants? The fins there- 
fore of the nation, ſhall cleaye unto thee, and 


unto thy ſeed for ever (g ). If the foundation g » Khy 5; 


be deſtroyed, what can the righteous do ? 3%*7- 


Why, faſt and pray, for the Lord is in his Holy 


Temple, the Lords Throne is in Heaven ( b ).b pfur, y. 


O! would every one that contributed to the ac» 
cending, be as induſtrious to the appealing 
Gods wrath, would all that have wie. > their 
Fire-brands, bring alſo their Tears to queneh it 3 
aSthere would be no dry eyes in the nation at 
preſetie, fo might it prevent as great a gene» 
rality of weeping ones tor the future. But who 
( unlefſe awakened by his perſonall con- 
cernes ) ſeems at all to ſtartle at the noiſe of 
publick ruine? What lign of remorſe? What 
vaulty, nay what vice have we tubliraRted up- 
on the ſenſe of Gods anger ? What nicety 1n 
Cloaths or Dict have we cut off, in fympathy 
with the nakednefſe and Hunger of our attic» 
«© brethren? Docs aut the wurcaſonable jollity 

of 


= 
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of too many among us, look asif we triumph. 
ed in their miſcries, tound mulick in the dif. 
cordant ſounds ot thcir groans and our own 
laughter? Emulating that infamous barba- 
rity of Nero, who played while Rome burnt, 
"Tis a kind of impious Solyciſm, to revel! under 
the menace of Fadgment. Thus faith the Lord, 
a Sword is ſharpened, and allo furbilhed; it 
1s ſharpened to make a ſorc {laughter 3 it 1s fur- 
bilhed, chat it may glitter, thould we then 
bk S260 make merry ( z)? With how much more in. 
x0, dignation mult he reſent our perverſe contu- 
melious behaviour; againſt whom he hath not 

only prepared but uſed his Sword 3 and are not 

only under the threats, but atuall exccution of 

his vengeance? This is interpretatively to prompt 

him to yet ſharper inflictions, by ſhewing him 

that theſe have not edge cnough to penetrate 

us. And in that day did the Lord God of Hollis 

call to weeping, and to mourning, and to bald» 

' nels, and to girding with Sack-cloth ; and be- 
hold Joy and Gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen, and kil- 

ling ſheep, eating ficth, and drinking wine; 

Lec us catand drink, for to morrow we (hall 

dic and it was revealed in mine ear by the 

Lord of Holts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be 

purged from you tiN ye dic, faith the Lurd of 


k If.12, 12, | 
kICna, 13, Holts ( k,). 


Every one hath brought a Faggot to encreaſe 
the common flame, theretore ought his Bucket to . 
quench it , but ſo tew do, with how much 
more vigour and reſolution ſhould they befiir 
| them» 


to repar {Gods diſpſeaſure, 


themſelves. {England, tor many generations 
hath had in a ſucceſſion a number of pretious 
ones, who by a keeping cloſe with Gody un+ 
ſpotted from the times, were the Atlas's of 
their (evcrall ages, and found favour of God), 
to beg the life ot this nation , when ready to 
be-turncd off: when wrath ruſhing in at-the 
breach its tins ( as ordinances )) had battersg 
down in the fence and wall of (afety that was 
round about ity have (tept in, (tood before Hing 
and ttopt his 'entrance( [), Unhappy wille#he 
day of your birth be called, it you now com» 
ing in their roomy thould by degenerating trom 
the power of godline(s, and carneft endeavours 
cat the bank,, which was their chief care to keep 
»p, and let in an over-flpwing deſolating Judg= 
ment,  Unworthy that Heir of his Birth\and 
Patrimony, who prodigally lovſes that «ftatel 
which, by the care and providence of his An- 
clſtors, was, through many deſcents, at haſt 
tran{nutted to himbuc together with the honour 
of the Family, thus unhappily endsin him, Lx- 
ther torelceing a black cloud of Judgment hang- 
ing over Germany, told, his triends he would do 
his belt to keep it from falling in his days, yea, 
he believed it thould not; but when 1 am gone 
( faith he ) let them that come atier me Jook 
toit, God ules rather to {pare the otfendour, 
than firike the interceſlor;and now feems doubt- 
tull whether to deltroy tor many wicked, or 
fave for the fake ot a few rizhbteous. And O 
Chriſtian ! haſt thou nor often faid, this nation 
mult lutter, and that the end of all will be dif 

©, mall? 
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mall? And dolt thou not tcar it? Or fear it,& 
not and upto lave.it? O that thou hadlt but ag 
much prevention, us thou halt Judgment, or as 
much conicience,.as thou hall, a pxclaging ſpis 
Tit... > That thou wert , but as true a Saint, ay 
thay wouldzli{ccm to be a Prophet. Can you 
fonetIl; but, remedy potting? And forcſee pes 
pulls; yet put to ghe- veuer whether you elcape 
orbe enſnargd) infthum? Do. you dread char- 
ging plagues and; dilregard cballenging figs? 
J2o; your £cax5glow, yet lulpc&t no bad news? 
Do..you ſecm ts {ce nothing but Rods, Razoy, 
Yohes,. and Fetters, yet ſo blind that you cans 
notice the violating of God's laws? Dothe- 
very. mechaniok talk of the dauger of times, 
and a9t you,cry out of thole exccrable things 
which arc ready,to make ,the land an cxccra- 
tion? Can you dread vengeance with impenis 
tency? Aud reflec your ruine - with ſtony 
Hearts? Feel malignant humours riling with- 
out taking a purge ? And fear finking, withs 
out pumping out the water ? You arc then ra- 
ther inquifiiors of dangers, than interpreters of 
them. Your eyes are open, your ears liſtcning, 
and your hearts aſlecp. You are fcartull yet res 
gardlels. Your own predictions, nor con- 
vidions, will make you look inward. You 
are appaledat Gods Judgments, yet ſairt them 
away, asf the angry and arming God would 
never fmite. You tice bim difplealed without 
firiving to pacify himz and take notiee of the 
ſadneis of the times, and receive the bruit of 
anpending milcrics, and diſpotc not your (clvcs 
to 


Toregars Gods aifpleaſure. 


to prevent it. God,you ſay, threatens 3 but do 
you believe him ? He movcs trom his feat, do 
youariſe from yours? Heputs on Julkice like 
a Cloak, do you calt away your Robes? He is 
readyto rend your garments from your backs, 
do you put on Sackcloth? He is blowing up 
his coales to burn againlt Facob, do you lit in as 
ſhes? He's calling in variety of Judgments ts 
plague, do you call in Citizens and others to 
pacity ? He's rclolyed upon diſmall things, do 
you do memorable ones? He trowns, do you 
weep ? He is ſetting your fins in order betore 
you, do you contcls them? He 1s righting 
himfelt for injuries, do you make repaxation ? 
Heis upon the point of contounding mightily , 
doyou cry mightily? His tect is turning into 
the viliting way, do you turn every one from 
his evill way? His hand is laying hold on 
Judgment, do you purge your ſ(clves from the 
violence of y.zur Hands? O! come ye true 
mourners in Sion. 


In the conſciences of your own wants and infir To ſpend 
mites, ſpend your main cenſures upon your ſelvess core 
Eficctually work your hearts to a ſound Humi» upon 


"i . thems 
liation for your own fins, which contribute to :1,e, 


our publick ltock of miſeries. Though cvery one 
is not bound to (ay , he hath defſcrved thoſe 
Judgments above all others; yet he muit, that 
by fin hath delerved any Judgment, that can 
betall him ; and that what every man is liable 
to, God may in Juſtice pick out whom he pleaſe, 
to make him an cxample of it. Every inha* 
Q 3 bitant 
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bitant is lirictly and impartially to examine 
himſclf, and reflet upen che plague ot his own 
heart, what cis in him particularly God aims at. 
How he hath contributed towards kindling his 
anger; and accordingly, ſpeedily to apply him- 
ſelt ro him: doing [vis utmelt to make an a- 
tonement. Hide nothing from him ; from the 
publick guilt who can fay his heart is clean? 
In thy skirt is found the blou1 of the nation; 
yet thou faiſt becauſe Iam innocent, ſurely his 
anger {hall turn from me: bchold I will plead 
with thee, becaule thou fſailt I have not ſinned 
» Je.2.34 ( m). How many can fhud out the filth of the 
oh wholepation, rather than the dunghill at their 
own doors? Ayd reckon up all the vices of 
the times, rather than their perſonal? They 
can conhder their proper rights, but not their 
proper fins. This claplcd book hath not been 
opened, to view every icat; nor this depth of i- 
mgqui:y learcht tothe bottom this many years. 
They had rather teach the world repentance 
than practiceit: And cleanie the aye, than 
purge themielves. To bring torth the priſoners in 
chains,& accuſe them at the bar,they leave this to 
the laſt Tribunall. We @rraign only other mens 
ſins, and Icave our own out of the Indirement. 
We charge our mortall wounds and ruines up- 
on 1mmediatc weapons and inftruments; not con» 
hdcring they were wielded and whetted by the 
more gencrall umpictics, from whence they bor- 
rowed their dcltructive power. To transfer 
the guilt here, 15 but the artitice of ſlaying U- 
riah With the Sword ct the children of Am 
mon 


ſearch out and mourn for thar ſire, 


mon 3 Which acquits not Davii trem being his 
murderer. Hexe lies the carcaſc of a poor 
bleeding nation; which of us can fay,our hards 
have not ſhed this bloud, neither hath our cyes 
ſeenit(n )? Iultcad of acculing others as A» » Ceu.-r. 
potates ta truth, condemn your ſelves as exemies fo 
to peace. Our luis though they are contcfledly 
the B-utefieus among, us, have by I know not 
what faſcination fo endcarcd thcinſ{clves, that 
we rctain them in ſpite of all their apperdent 
miſchiefs ; cheriſh and foſter them under the 
covert of rcligion. The Jelte capable you arc 
of waſhing your hands in inmceency, the greatcr 
neecd to waſh them in peniiercy. The othce of 
the avenger of bloud devolves on you; drag out 
the criminals which have taken Sanctuary in 
your own brealts, as in a City of retuge, faying, 
is here al'? & hew them in pieces betore the Lord. 
While others gaze upon , and cry out againlt 
the inhrmities of others in the market-place , 
weep over your own in your cloſet; ſpend not 
time in examining the lamps of others, while 
you neglect co get oil into your own veflels. 
Exclaim not againlt the ſins of Governours , 
and Courtiers, Templcrs, divided parties &c: 
make them mattcr of Humili:tion, not of Diſ- 
courſe; and recoil upon your ſelves, laying what 
have I done? How have I provoked Cod as 
Principal or Acccſlory? O ! run ſpeedily-@nto 
him with tcars; away into thy cloſet, fall down 
amazed , fill thy ſpirit with horrour , poſſeſſe 
the ſins of thy youth as if juſt now committed; 
track the abominations of thy lite; hide nothing 
O 3 trom 
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from him:chew the cud cill they break thy heart, 
and b<come a burthen too heavy for thee to bear 
(o). That he may forgive the iniquity of thy 
fins ( q ); confefſe them trequently, tully, freely, 
with all their aggravations, contrition, indig- 
nation, refolutions through Chriſt of retorma- 
tion: what have I todo any mote with Idols? 
and give the Lord no rcſt, till he hath blotted 
them out of his remembrance. Let the ſight of 
thy hardnefſe ( which makes thee fear thou ſhalt 
bur fin, by their enumeration , or a forma!l dull 
confeſſion ) drive thee the oftener to the Throne 
of grace, and there lie before the Lord, tl! he 
break the Rock, that the water gulh out. Nes+ 
ver greater cauſe to tremble, nor at Gods Judgs 
nents only, but chcHelliſh impicties that (warm 
n cur own hearts. How is1t poſſible to ſtand 
under fo much guilt, without thricks, cryes, & 
l:mcntations? How can we cat or drink, fleep 
or laugh under the weight of that, which drew 
rears of water and bloud trom our dcar Re- 
dcemer? How can we continue our claim to 
him, call God Father, Chrift Redeemer, the 
Spirit our Sandifer, and not be pricked at the 
heart, tor the injuries we and others do him ? 
What ever filthineſſe was ever found in men 
or Kingdoms may be tound upon our $kirts, 
O! hang up your harps, refuſe to be comforted, 
lic Moſtrate, let your hearts be as the leaves of 
the tree ſhaken with the whirlwind ; tremble 
O my foul under thy manifold provocationz 
U' let ſorrow enter into thy very Inwards Let 
the in{yurmortable preſſure of fin, tink thy — 
tou 


Search cut and mourn for their own fins. 


ſoul: mourn as the cender mother for her On» 
ly Son 3 be in bitternefſe, {o as thou cantt not xc- 
liſh thoſe things thou halt- hitherto followed 
with ſo much'eageracifc 4 lct the loathſomene(s 
of thy ſins be cver before thee as thy ſtanding 
diſh 3 ſeparate ſome extraordinary times. to 
humble thy (elf by fafting and prayer, that God 
would give thee repentance for thy own and 
others ſins; fall down at his foot more folemg- 
ly than everz weep till you can weep no mare: 
And then keep conſcience tender; Jer not your 
affetions dic; keep this fre alive, by bring» 
ing new fewell to it. Labour exquiſicely to at- 
flick your ſouls that you {howtd-be: {o little fer- 
viceable, fo toolſh.fo vilcard'commit- fo great, 
ſo odious abominations under Chriſt's Livery. 
And let them cut and afflict thy foul exceedingly 
trom morning to evening, and trom evcning to 
morning. Lct not the morions of a lazy ſpirit 
cauſe thee to defilt, till God be pacitied to 
thee, 


Be pure in heart; ſincere conformity to this To purity 


one precept of Chiiſt, tacilitates and aſcertaines 
obedience to all the reſt : were the firſt ſparks 
of 11] quenched, *tis impoſſible they ſhould ever 
break forth into a flame; How (hall he kill, 
that dares not be angry? Actually commit 
adultery, that did not firſt tranſgre's in his de» 
fire? Be perjur'd, that feares an oath? Or 
defraud, that permits not himſelf to covet? Di- 
vice interpoſition alone, can poſſibly ſecure us 3 
and indeed, the faite for it amounts to no leſs, 

O 4 tian 


True Chriſtians called p01 


- than that he will torce upon us the bleſſing, we 
-:x&hſt, do us good, againſt our wills, and not 
ſuffer us to acquire thole miſcries we lo cagerly 
. 'Purſue 3 which 15 fo bold a requeſt, that they 
had need be more then erdinary favorites, that 
ſhall prefer it : Thoſe hands mult be very pure 
. thatarelifcup in (uch an interceſſion : and all 
{that undertake it, qualihe themſelves tor it, by 
- purging out the leaven of malice, ſtrite, hypo- 
critie, and all hlthineſs of flcth and (pirit 3 and 
.project for the purity, as tor the peace of the 
ebruch;:1ſc, tis a mockery to pretend luch jealous 
tenderncls for heyztodeprecate the xuine of Chii- 
ttianity, by the cqutagions and blaſphemics of 0- 
ther men,when oup ſelves contrive it by ſome 0+ 
ther vice of gur own; This is not to delircitſhou d 
live, that none but we ſhould kill ic.O (carch out 
your own ſpots, and lcave not a ttainto be an 
eyc-lore to Heayen. Set apart certain ſeaſous 
for ſicict aud (olemn repentance z weep out all 
your contamination z pray away all your pol- 
lJutions 3 purge away all your dehlements 3 ſcrap? 
the walls jntc&ed with the leprofic; hate the 
garment ſpotted by the ficſh  mortitie your 
members which arcuponthe cearthzhateall appear- 
ance of evill : live as if you converſcd with an- 
gels, anddid but tread bclow to cleanſe your 
{clves betore you pur on the white robe: O come 
outot the huing-por, without any droſs;out of the 
hath, without any ſtain : bring forth the ttoln 
goods, now the thick is fought for ; open the 
caltle gates, now God comes to ſummon the 
rbell ſaying, 1 am the mzn;, Rake the Channels, 
\ [weep 


to purity of beart, 
ſweep the hid corners, lay open and uorave!l 
the ſecrets of your hcarts and lives; disburthen 
your conſciences 3 let no corruption lic ranckled 
or feltered within 3 let it run out of the mouth 
of the wound 3 ſenſibly tell out allgour difor- 
dered aftetions, retractory dcfires, irregular 
motions, deviating treads, excurlions, cxorbi- 
tanccs, 2b:rrations aud defections jn Gods Care 
Abimilech had like to haye deltroyed his whole 
Fanuly (q): Daxid, all his pcople(r) ; F-- 


thing to be a ltranger to, or hide the iniquity 
in our own bolomc. O! make your work a 
a peculiarity ot devotion, Sanctihe your (elves 
with fome folemne reſolutionz enter into a Vow 
not to delert the nation with your repentance 
and prayers, till a diſcharge be brought from 
Heaven, and the nation (.ttled in a condition 
to bc lparcd. Expreſs your gratitude by pitying 
and cudcavouring to pref. rvealive your nurſe, 
your mother, uow upon her tick couch and bed 
ot Janguithing. Ceaſc not to vilit her , till 
there be (ome ſigns of her recovery, open her 
jaward diſcaſe, and apply that ſpirituall reme- 
dy, which will certainly, and can only work 
her proper cure, To endcar your {Ives toour 
only Phyſician, make way by more exact com- 
pliances and oblervance of him. Children when 
they have a great ſuitc to Promotc, ,arc double 
diligent to-inlinuate themiclves into thiir ta- 
thcr's affections. Prudcnt Heſter by degrecs 
{weetens,ingratiates,(teals her (clt into the Kings 
favour. *Tis "this whiſperer, (in, that ſcpa- 
ratcs 
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rates chief friends, makes God ſtand aloof off 
from his people and their prayers. You leave 
your Yorps as well as your Prayers with God; 
as you expe he ſhould anſwer the one, ſo doth 
he that yoll ſhould pay the other; break thy pro- 
miſe with God, and thou diſcharges. him with 
thy own hand ot any mercy he owes thee. 
Think not to bind bim, and leave thy elf free. 
He that's the beſt man towards God, is the belt 
Magiſtrate to his Prince and Conntry, The 
blind man as blind as he was, could fee this for 
a certain truth , that God hearth not ſinners. 
Kings pardon not murderers at the interceſſion 
of thieve:, He that would work cfictually to- 
wards a great deliverance, can be contident of 
his ſucceile, but in the ſame degree in which 
his perſon is gracious. The cxcmplary piety, 
zealous and holy prayers of a rightcous man , 
ſhall ſave the City and deftroy the tortunes of an 
enemies army; when God (ces it good it ſhould 
be ſo, for he never denics him any thing, but 
what is noblefling; and when *tis otherwiſe, 
his prayer js moſt heard, when'tis molt denied. 
Striveto be (till better, as there is more need 
and uſc of you. 'Tis a great thing for a man 
tO be fo gracious with God, as to prevail for him- 
(cIf, and others. We muſt not expect ſuch 
great cftc&s, asto cancella decree of Heaven 
gone out againſt a people, to recover a dying 
nation, to prevail againlt an encmy, to blow a- 
way clouds of guilt chat hangs over our heads, 
ready to diſſolve into ſhowers of vengeance 
With a good wiſh, When going upon this noble 
delign 
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deſign you have undertaken, eye nothing but 
your duty : be full fraught with Ninev.b's qua= 
likcations 3 ſee what a great meaſure of remorſe 
and reformation 15 expedient to redrefle our pres 
ſent calamities, and avert that finall devaſtati- 
on fin hath {© long, fo loudly called for. You 
have more to think of. than the frivilous, ſa- 
perfluous c.mvills,or mundane concerns. Apply your 
ſelves to the right work; fall ro down right 
Chriſtianity; be religious to purpoſe; ſerve God 
m good earncit; !ingle out him tor yapr Lea» 
der, to ltand in the tront of this holy order; let 
him be the beſt man who can be moſt virtuous 
and zcalous in this rcligious work. And by 
how much more familiar you arc with God , 
ſo much more arc you to improve your intereſt 
for the relict of the diltrefſed nation. They 
muſt be Miſter workmen that can repair the de= 
cays of a City grown cralic with fin; (tis as 
hard to preſerve, as build it; ) that can under- 
prop and keep a fottering Kingdom from an 
eminent caſuality and downfall. Be yon ne- 
ver {o well prepared, yet you have a task which 
requires almolt Angelicall purity and perfeQion 
todiſcharge. 


Have an bumble dreſſe. Attire your ſelves in To Þ 
your Judgment ſuites, your ' viſitation Rags, WT? 


not gorgeous apparrel, Beyond that decency , 
and moderate expence, agreeable to your (c- 
verall ranks and qualities. O ! what gaity of ap- 
parrel? Richneſle of furniture? Splendour of 
Fquipage? Which hath no propriety tv any 0+ 
ther 
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ther ſenſc but that of ſeeing, and 1s loſt if it be 
not look'd on, Among <qualls is not only an 
emulation of pomp and bravery, but thoſe of 
the moſt diſtant qualities z there (eemiug now 
no other meaſure, than the utmott extent of 
their money or credit, to the ruine of many, 
who want neceflary clothing, only to maintain 
the ſuperfluity of theirs. We purlue this tolly 
with ſo great expence of care, timc, and mo- 
ney, as if our bodies had been deligned only 
for our cloths; and to be fine and happy were 
the ſame thing : never thinking of Dives, who, 
inſtead of Silk and Fine Linnen, has the purple 
flames for his unchangeable clothing. Our ex» 
ceſſes have beſides their proper guilt, that of ins 
jultice ſuperadded 3 our ſaperfluitics being more 
the poors right than ours, afſigned to them by 
God the grand propriatorz and when their cry 
ſhall be joined tothoſe of our riots, they will 
certainly be too clamourous to let vengeance 
ſleep any longer, O! how many naked backs 
might half that coſt cloath, which is laviſhed to 
pur one in a fools coat, or to hang about them 
ſuch bables as may ferve to ſet out the (ireet, 
or others to {tare at?O now(if ever )cut of luxurt- 
ances, ftrip your {clves of vanities:when the peo- 
ple heard evill tidings they mourned, & no man 
put on his Ornaments (t ). What true pient» 
tent was cver bufie with the Mercers Shop ? 
minded falhions, or the perftumer ? God calls 
to weeping and to mourning, and to baldnels, 


» 121.12, and to girding with Sackcloth( » ). 'Tis a time 
» Fc.z'7, this, to-rgnt and not ſow (w); admits of no 
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terſing, ſprucing flaunting garbs. The Ninevites 
repent in penitentiall apparel, they caſt away 
the robe, and cover them(elves with Sackclothz 
(this prevailed more with God,than that Quod 
non poterat Diadema, id Saccus obtinet : )ard do 
we in curious dreſſes, changeablc ſutes, inlaid 
with vanity,chequerwrought with pridc?It con- 
verts, very ſpruce ones; If penitcnts, gay, gaudy 
ones If ſuppliants, very trim, gallant ones 
If old faſhioned Protcitants, but new faſhioned 
repentants 3 fitter for a dance, than dejeQion 3 
for Joviſance, than repentauce; for the ſtage or 
tiring room of vanity, than the houſe of mourn- 
ing. Already are too many ſplendid blades, 
poping-g1ys), phantattick comedians, gliſter= 
ing , looſe-fangled profteflors, that will not looſe 
an Ornament, but renew levity; fitter to curſe 
a nation, than to be inſtrumenta!l for a pacifh- 
cation; to irritate a patient God, than to af- 
ſwage an offended; to fright a Country, than 
toſupportit. O! ourpatch'd faces are enough 
to make us monſters in Gods eyes: our long 
tails, to ſweep all blefſings out of the Kingdom: 
our powdered hair to tecch Guds rafor to ſhave 
our beſmeared locks. We hav? brought all nations 
into our Wardrobe, to act upon the garment 
ſtage. 'Tis a wonder chat the flying roll of 
curſes, hath notalready light:d upon this cxo* 
tick Iſland 3 That this Theater of vanity 15 not 
burnt down with fire, and brimiton: trom Hea- 
ven : That Goz and Mz70p is not cailed in, to 
pluck of our antick habiizments, to fley of thoſe 
$k1ns 


Trn: Chriſiians calcd upon 
Skins, which have clad themſelves in ſuch pro» 
digtous bravery, diſguiſcments, and imbelliſh- 
ments, 


Refrain from delicacier; eat not the braad of 
men (x). Tocapacitate you to promote picty 


« E2.24.17 .n4 charity, abate, abltain from things lawful. 
PS PE. Approve your ſclvcs the (exvants ot God, in 


watching, in taſting (y). As it you had eaten 
away your rizbt to the creature, and drunk a- 
way your Life-plea. 'Tis much, that a wound- 
ed conſcience can have an cager appetite 3 of 
watry cycs look outfor tull ſpread tablcszteeding 
without frar of Gods wrath, rcady to break 
forth upon us. Penitents mult not hunger af» 
ter the Creature, while ſoliciting the Creator 3 
or come to thcir appttire, while the tomachs 
full of the (eale of tin, and divine wrath 3 nor 
ſit down in the banquetting houſe, while pre- 
venting a ſhipwrack, and averting judgment, 
Do your work, carn your bread, cre you cat it, 
You have adict, acup z humiliation bread, the 
pennance goblet, fred upon, driak ot that : 
when preſerving of life, mind not nowithing of 
nature z when tlying trom deſtratiion,be not in» 
tent upon bely chear. Can the mariner gorge 
himſelf when the rempeſt 1s coming? Or the 
ſouldier, wacn the enemy looks him in the face ? 
Can the penitent be at his repaſt, when vengeance 


«Nu.zt.5o blows hcr trumpet ? Eat not now but abllainz 
#Le.16:29. nor feed bur falt;'tis a day of atonement (z), not 


of pampering z of atlicting our {clves (4), not 
of latistying the tiz{h 3 ot rolling our (clves 10 the 
dult 
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duſt(þ),not of ſtretching our {clves upon couches, 
cating the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the ſtall (c). Our daily bread is not to be 
thought on, when begging pardon for our daily 
Treſpaſſes. We mutt not belch in Gods face 
nor have the crums ſticking between our teeth, 
when petitioning for lite. Hollow checkes, 
ſuuk eyes, gnawing bowels, macerated lides, 
fainting ſpirits, high preparatory faſts, gets 
admittance to God, rather then ſwoln faces, 
ſoaking gullets, {willing paunches, reaking ſto- 
macks, eyes ſtarting out with ftatne(s; asif we 
would have God to ſeal owr pardon in the Larder. 
Nineveh ſecks not to appeaſe Gods anger by 
fitting down by her fleth-pots, cating bread, 
drinking wine to the full, wallowing in her yo- 
mit: the dread of Gods judgments, ſhut all 
their pantries, locked up all their cellars : the 
whole City fits like an anchorite 3 no pleaſant 
food comes into their mouths : To free them» 
ſelves from ſtripes, they chaſten themſelves be- 
fore the Lord to procure mercy, they pro» 
claim a faſt; half kill themſelves with a firit 
forberance from neceſlary ſuſtenance. But ra- 
ther then puniſh the fleth too much by abſti- 
nence, we will hazard our (clves upon all the 
Judgments of heaven. Cookery is become a 
very mylterious trade; the kitchin hath almoſt 
as many intricacies, aSthe ſchools, Our meat 
is not apportioned to our bxnger, but our caſts : 
the ftomszck is made meerly paſſive in matter of 
eating 3 and fcrves only to receive the loades 


ws 


b Mic 1.1? 


c Am. 6. 4+ 


Tree Chritans called whon 


we charge it with; whilſt irsc|C&tion and choices 
are torcltall'd by the palat or tancy 3 norallow'd 
ſo much asa ncgative voice to retute, what tor 
kind or quantity 15 dcliriictive ro it. With 
ſtudicd mixtures, we torce our rclucting ap» 
p ctitcs, and with all the ſpells of epicuritm,con- 
jure them up, that we may have the picature of 
laying them again. So unworthily treacherous 
to nature, that while we pretend to releive, we 
opprets, giving hcr beyond both her zecd and 
fufferance. Our very pride minglcs with our 
g/uttony , every thing 15 1ntipid, that 15 not colt- 
ly and 'tis thought an 1guoble peafant-lixe 
thing, tocat aplain meal; and no Gentleman, 
whole tingle ordinary colts net as much,as would 
be a fair exhibition tor ſome whole famihes, 
Ry examining our b ls of tare, one would think, 
the dgs-appetite, were our Epidemical diſeaſe, 
it they did not congder, we have eyes ty beted 
as well as bellies. Luſt is increaſed by art and 
much charg 3 whence France hath learnt frugs» 
liiy, to hill their t2b/es rather with diſhes, then 
meat, How many, whole Almanacks contilt 
all of red lerters,nothing but feftiv «their mter- 
valls and pales im their debauches, tor ſtudy 
to find out wacts and juleps, to provoke, fatis- 
hc,inhance and fatiate thux boundleſs appetites, 
That allow ihcmitclves no longer intermiſſions 
then may jult quaiihe them tor a new excet> 3 
and recover their wits, to Pur (hem nn a Capact- 
ty of luling them agai 1, GEngland beware, 
it thou art not conquered by arines, thou It 
Rot QVCICOmeWitu cups! Our Land is feifed 


with 
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with the Vertigo of an «cpid.mical drunkenneſs 
and (ccms ready to reel into 1ts own ruines. How 
many great tamilies are become ſuch perfect 
Academies of licenticu/neſs. not of piety & vertuc) 
that the niott innocent puny will there, in a ſhort 
time, become proficient ? Their houſcs may 
well paſs tor enchanted caſtlez; no man ſcarce, 
that comes into them, being able to guide him- 
ſelf out. They keep as't *were folemne julis 
and turnaments of debauchery to challenge all 
comers, and variety of champions to deal 
with combatants of all rank $as it they affected to 
out-bid the tyranny of the Turk, in ſending an 
balter to his vaſlalls,& makingthem their own ex» 
ecuti-ners 3 or thought it a diſparagement to 
their quality, to go to bell, without an honowra+ 
ble Ketinue. So great a malice do we bear to our 
reaſon, that, to oprelſs it, wee are content to 
expole our darling, and do violence to our 
very ſence. Our boſpitality relieves not ftran= 
gers, but burthens them cures their wants, by 
the worſe exchange of a furfere, How great a 
ſhew locver this may have of liberality, he is not 
be to thought to have drunk Graty, that hath 
paid his reaſon for his ſhot. 'Tis impoſlible 
Biſtiality ſhould be fo univerſally agreeable to 
man kind, chat all ſhould purſue it out of appe» 
titeand liking; though u hath too many vo- 
luntiers, yer tis this preſs that engages many 
tomake upus number. Men ſtrive for the #34» 
ſery in finning 3 a5 3! ſome excellcricyin it z and 
to be able to drank down others, gues tor a manly 
faculty: Hence turyand auger 15 produced, and 
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True Chrijiians called upon 
the heart waxes hot with baſe flames. Drink- 
ing of healths,the teſt ot mens Loyalty & reſpects, 
to thoſe great ones to whom the beginner (hall 
conſecrate his bole ;, as it a diſorderlineſs (no 
beaſt will bc guilty of ) muſt ſhew good mayners ; 
and no man could be a good ſubject to his King, 
which darc not rebell againit his God : thoſe that 
dare, arc valiant F1en deed. but will, when it 
comes to trial,do littlt more tor their Prince,than 
they do'for their maker. Our whole Land (cems 
to bc nothing but a Huge fiye, or vidlxalling 
huxfe. We ont-ſcienceall the Artiſts m voluptu- 
outuels and Luxury tor Charger-principler, One 
would think man lives by bread alone, for he is 
alwaycs tceding 3 or by-/iquor, for he js more 
torthat, than tor the cup of conlolation, Did we 

-dict our ſelves, we.nught be healthtul, and fit 

Forection. We are lo full ted, that our purlcy 

pints arc adaptcd for nothing that is facred, po 
muchfor the manger, (o full of proyender, that 
wc.even mclt in our greaſe, when we ſhould 

:xideipott to tiop a Judgment. We arc tycd by 

the teeth, to hinder us from religious exerciſes, 

Our tables are our ſnares, to intbrall us to mi- 

ery. © Epicyres, flow bellies, Gormondizers, 
are dullagents in a Churchcs pacihication. How 
many. in this Dizzz-Ifand, drink as if tunnels in 
their mouths? To be. ſtrong to drink wine is 


become a kind of Chivalry. Mcn wage battle + 


at thcir tull boles, as in a pitched held 3 come 
foaked with wine into the tenate houſe 3 and in 
a. Drunken-humor, conſult about the fſatcty of 
the Kiogdome, but cannot become tobcr to pre» 

lerve 


To a ſenſe of fin and Judgment. 


ſexveit; nor ſhut up their mouths, to fence out 2 
Judgment 3 nor loole a meales- meat, to obtain 
a bicfſing : but will cat and drink away the fear 
of Gods vengeance, though they die with mcat 
in their mouths. Slaves of the palate mind not 
Church, nor ſtate, but their own delicious fare; 
They face oft Gods anger, with nourithing their 
hearts as in a day of ſlaughter 3 and will jzcopard 
the loſs of priviledges and ordinances, rather 
then torbcar from their belly-chear, or cat 
athes like bread, Good dict runs more in their 
minds, than fad accidents to thenilelves,or their 
dearelt friends x and they will nor rife trom a 
banquet to lave a Kingdome,but fell it tor a mels 


of pottage. 
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A ſen of 


Be truly apprebenſive of Fudgments paſt, pre- fin and 
ſent,- imminent , and the perill wberein we jtand. Ju9gnent 
Sorrowfully take notice of the raging Peſtt- 
knice, devouring Fire, mutual eflution of fo 
much Chriltian bloud, with the wotull difaſt- 
ers, and incxpreſſib.e miterics incvitablely at- 
tending them, - Nor ought any Judgment make 
ſo decp impreſſion as {piritual ; God's repay- 
mg our unfruittulnefs and actual! rebelliuns, 
with a (cnlcle(ſs obduratencls, deadneis of (pt- 
rit, ſpiritual divihons &<c. 
more ominous, than a tat hcart, a ſpirit of 
flumber , an obltinate inflexible mind , for 
then we (ceck to ourface God himſelf, and to 
put his Prophets out of countenance. O go 
circuit through your own conſeiences, and then 
walk the ſtreets from one end of the nation to 
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the other: obſerve the face and fate of it : Take 
notice of its maladies and ulcers: Conſider what 
prognoſiicating ſymptomcs there are of ane- 
migration and examination: Ah tcel her weak 
pulſez touch, her cold lips, behold her grifily 
cheeks; mark her bad cralis and ſad crilis, look 
upon the preſent dangers and diſaſters : appre- 
hend what a flag of Detiance js hung out upon 
earth, and whata Sword 15 bathed in Heaven. 
Canſuch fi1s,and;the nations ſatety;ſuch impenis 
tency and the nitions impunity, (tand long to- 
gether? Fear you not ſome other plagues? Some 
general maſlacre? Some coal blowu with 
the great breath of the Almighty , that may 
ſparkle and kindle, and burn us to Cinders, 
that not a wall ora pillar may be left to teſti» 
tic the remembrance ot a nation ? Bchold they 
whoſe Judgment was not to drink of the cup, 
have afluredly drunken, and art thou he that 
ſhall altogether go unpuniſhed'(d)? Is there 
more (ins: and thall thcre be lefs Juſtice? May 
not the vial of red wine, be relcrved for the lips 
ot this nation ? Hath ſhe+bcen fo often at her 
wits-cnd, and may not her brains at laſt becra- 
ſic, with an inevitable, aud jnexiricable Judg- 
ment? Vengeancc deterred, is not recallcdza 
forbe.ring God may double his diſmaying and 
contounding firoakes. The twigs are gathet- 
ing to make the ſharper xod z the raſor whet- 
ting, t thave with the kceneredge. O benot 
blind under ſo many grievances deaf, under 
ſo many warnings ailccp,under ſo many Judg: 
ments 


to a Senſe of Sin and Judgment. 


ments. Believe not your Politicians, if they 
ſay, your nation is in no danger; b-.licve not 
your Pw'pits, if they preach you up to be pure 
againli God's examining Jultice 3 believe not 
your own conſciences, if they perſwade you , 
that you are prepared ſufficiently againlt all ac- 
cidents. Think that you have read Scripture 


with rechleſs eyes, if you have not found-out 


curſes againſt ſuch ſin-; That you have fre- 
quented Sanctuaries like fruitleſs hearers, if 
they have not taught you repentance for ſuch 
fins: That you have ſcarched your conſciences 
with partiality, it ſuch treſpaſſes do not drive 
yoq into paſſions: That you were never terrified 
with your own exigences , if it. donot terrific 
you to [ce a nation at ſuch a diſaſter. Conſider 
is what a talking age you live; how religion 
islittle more than argument, profcflion and diſe 
courſe; how many are wit-founded with hu- 
mours, and ſtare upon themſelves as if Hcaven 
mult look upon them with enamoured eyes 3 
how hard to get people to confels they arc guil- 
ty, or that God (ſhould viſit a place for their im» 
pieties. Moſt dally with Sanctaacies , trifle 
with Scrmons, and make conſcience but a mer 
Sexton tounlock the great Doores, to (weep the 


Church, to ring the Bells, open the Pews, that 


a company of Forms'i:ies may take their ſeats. 
When the Lord roars mightily from on high 
(e), (hall we be deaf below? and not ſee the 
whipping Pillar f.t up, when he ſmites the 
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earth with the rod of his mouth (f)? When f Cr. 


the Heavens write out our Judgments in capi- 
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tal letters, ſhall not we read our own fatal 
condition? When the grievous vition is declared 
(g),ſhall we turn it into a pamick tear?and rub off 
all trights or preſages of miſery when he hews 
us by his Prophets ( b ) 2? Shall we not ttand in 
awe ofthe Ax, but dream rather ot Jollity than 
Judgment, put off the evill day when 1t approa- 
ches, and dance ypon the threſhold when ven» 
geance knocks at the gate? Shall we expell all 
dread? And fſiand in awe of no peril, though 
(moke 2nd hre predict otherwiſe ? In the great- 
eſt tenip<ſt drunk, mtox'catcd' againſt all dan» 
gers? Aud not put on our armour, when the 
"Trumpet ſounds away to the march? Dowe 
reccive all warnings fitting ? our rcpcntance 
all lics 11 our cars. Attend to the cry, but not 
riſc from our ſeats? nor change our poſture, 
£ {turc, garb, nor countenance? The great 
God can £ make uSabate of the Clirifimo : We 
wilt lols nothing ot; the Prince to thew our 
{elvis jexitent; hear much, but moved with no- 
thing : Let God dcclare what he will, we will 
declare no alionithmcent; Our proud hearts 
cau't (ſhrink up : Our ſtiff Limbs can't ariſe: 
Repentance or vengeance can fcarce make us 
vail a hat, or leave a chair empty, or move from 
a degree, or fly out oft a Porch or Belcony, 
hop or Counting-houſe, as people terrihed 
with the ſenſe of tin, and danger. We muſt 
keep (tate and our wontcd garb in our mol 
religious WOrkz&act the Prince Cven in repentance 
iticif; we ſhew neither ſear nor cxprels en- 
deavours but lit ti]]l mifcry mult caſt us down 
grovecilng 
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grovelling, or Judginent ſirike us down dead» 
Never was the Judge nighcr to coine, and ne- 
ver leſs preparations for his coming. Chriſt i- 
ftians have you not cloſets to mourn in? Or 
rather, do you not want hcarts to mourn with- 
all? How can Chrilt wipe tears from your eycs, 
if you never weep for his ablence? Or come 
to anſwer your praycrs, it- ycu never pray tor 
his coming? We arc as ſtupid as it we had 
never ſcen any change, nor ever ſhould ; And 
fit (till in a mindlcls ſecurity, notwithitanding 
the great and various turnings of the wheel of 
Divine providence, which calls aloud to mind 
that great work God is doing in the world, 
and to meet him by repentance, Iclt he ſuddain- 
ly overturn and cruſh usin his wrath. Sure fo 
great calamities never made {olittle imprethon 
on the hearts even of god men; as if God had 
given all over toa ſpirit of ſlumber, We put 
tar from us the cvil day, and are not gricved 
for the attlictions of Joſeph. What a black and 
dreadtull cloud hangs over Chrift's little flock, 
threatening no [cls than utter overthrow at leaſt 
{peaking a loud alarum to the ſleeping Bride, 
tocall upon and awaken her head, her husband, 
he that keepeth Iſrael, that neither flumbers , 
nor ſlecps? Yet how little is the Church of Chriſt 
in every place aftcQed with this Imminent 
tiroke, ready to light on all? while ſome grieve 
more for private loſes, than publick abomi- 
nations which provoke God to deſtroy us 
others inſtead of being upon the guard, are 
helping to make the breach wider at which the 
P 4 enemy 
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enemy tay enter : Moſt quict and at reſt, fing- 
ing a Requiem to themſcves. This deadneſs, 
and deep ſecurity , when all things ſpeak an 
approaching ſtorm, as it evidences a great 
Judgment and ſpiritual Plague trom God up- 
on our ſpirits; ſo preſages no lefs than remedi- 
lels ruine. What a dreadfull night of contuſion 
and aſtoniſhment muſt be at, hand, when ſuch 
blackneſs without, deadne(s and (ccurity with- 
in, and the only means to prevent delirudti- 
on ſeems to be laid afide, or at a ſtand ? 


Gnome . Be knit trgetber in an entire affcion. Readily 
end our, ſhew all mutual reſpeRs of Chriltian obſer- 


vance tocach other on all occations. Let not 
only your particular ſafety , but of the whole 
army of Saints be in your eye and care, to 
raiſe or keep them from talls. That Souldier 
which can ſec an enemy in hight with his bre- 
thren, and not help them, makes it more caſie 
for the enemy to ſlay himſclf at laſt: God would 
not ke» him that carcd not to keep his brother, 
Gbriſtians are the greateſt loſers thele breaking 
times, who have loſt ſo much of their love and 
charity. He is no true Iſraclite that is not ready 
to lift up the weary hands of Gods ſervants. 
Be kindly, charitably minded to, & lovingly con» 
verſe with your friends and neighbours, which 
are not yet fo ſenlible of the jutt caule of their 
Humiliation; zcalouſly excite them with your 
ſclves to be paſſionately affeRted with our (ad 
flate. Propagate, make a whole City propenſe 
& repratance : Let your believing God, beget 
taith 


To one-neſs; of beart and endeavour. 


faith in others: Your ſfianding up trom your 
ſeats, excite others to riſc; Your empty bowels 
provoke others to fait; your {tript backs clothe 
others in Sack-cloth y your ſ{qualid demeanour 
ſet others upon the a{h-heap 3 your moiſt cyes 
ſet othtrs on weeping your contelling lips (tir 
thoſe tongues that have been filent thc many 
years z your making reparation for eriors 
cauſe others to deface their memory of toul tacts 
with oppolite vertucz your mighty crics fill the 
land with ecchocs of Devotion 3 your turning 
from your evil ways change the ſteps of others 
from exorbitances3 your purging your hands 
from violence procure oppreſſion to ake inthe 
joints of other mens fingers. Be exact in your 
ſtreet, 8s w-ll as cloſet work. Adcfeciveaf- 
liſtance is next to abſolute carcleſnels. Evcry 
one ſhould ſend in his ſupp!y, where all are in- 
tereſted. Acommon danger calls for an us» 
nanimous prevention. All the children of I 
rael, and all the people went up, and cam* uns 
to the houſe ot God, and wept and fate there 
bctore the Lord and falted, and offered burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings betore the Lord (i), 


and all the Fews (m ). Ezra , Nehemia 


i Jud,20, 
26, 


Thus be knit together as one man (k } call *Jud.20. 
upon, and ſerve the Lord with one conſent (1). 1 zep.x.s. 
$0 did Efther and her maidens _— and 


mEſt.4.16. 
and Sc 


all the pe ple gathcred together as one man ( #1 ) « Fx-.8.8c, 


Thc N:#eviies even from the greateſt of them = 


to the lcaſt (o). But we think the generality 
may be ſpared; ſo loag as ſome are ſerious. 
A (mall company will ſufkce todo the Church 
work 
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work, and preſerve the land, It our own B+ 
bel muſt be raiſed, the whole earth can mect 


to build it. To worſhip our own calves the 


people can be gathered from Dan to Beerſheba, 
When we fly about our own projects, the 
whole flock is upon the wing. The whole 
Kennel is raiſed, and on the full cry when we 
hunt our own game. There is a conſpiracy, but 
it is in cvil. We aſſociate to exalt our own 
delign: But to pacity Gud by mutual Coyc- 
nant, or turn by ſolemn Icague, here we are 
ill afte&ted, and clear malignants, There are 
epidemical diſcaſes, and reigning deteCions, 
but no ſuch univerlal perfc&tions , or conſpt- 
Tacy in that which is good. There are King 
dom's fins and (cars, but not national graces 
and luſtres; no, here we are in our ſeveral clal- 
ſes; divided into parts and partitions: There 
5 a tumult in our humiliation ; we repent by 
picce-meal and as it were in a diltraction. We 
have ſeveral brealts and motions, orbs , and 
conlicllations. If one fide of Gideon's flecce be 
wet, the other is dry, It there be light in Go- 


(hen, darkneſs is over all the land betides. Ka» 


ebel is fair, Leah bleex-cycd, It David dance 
before the Ark, Michal mocks. If (ome are fen- 
ible, others are paſt feeling .It ſome lic grovel> 
ling upon the ground, others ttand upon their 
tiptocs. Our Church looks a {quint; the land 
1s (play-tooted. Collateral winds, mutinous 
Souldiers, blowing againſt , turning our weap-» 
ons upon one another. Ohow fad in ſuch a 
day, that when {ome arc upon their _ 0* 
tners 
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thers ſhould be walking after their plcaſures? 
When fcrneare ftceking God, others thould be 
ſecking their booties ? when {ome arc ſhcdding 
of tezrs, others ſhould be linging of catches? 
When fome arc talting,, others ſhould bc yun- 
kcting ? tone proftrating, thumtelves to regamn 
tavcur. others proſecuting their unregcnerate 
delirc:? Some appcaling , others inccaling, 
Some quenching the flame, others blowing, up 
the coals? Some lecking to theath the Sword, 
others drawing, it further out cf the Scabbard , 
and whetting the edge of it? Nay, our Devo- 
tions are bur dchigns tor our own Society, not 
tor the publick faicty. We pray tor {trength- 
eniny, our party, rather than rettoring, the King- 
dom, and wrclile againti one another, rather 
than with God tor the peace of Fernſalem. We 
would tctch in Judgments rather than prevent 
them; and have hire brought down trom Hea- 
ven tocontume our enemies, but we ſcek not 
todeliroy his in our own bolomes, O what un» 
clean braits are there oftered up for Sacrifice! 
Whac ſtrange fire doth often burn upon the At» 
tar! Werathcr execrate, than prays curſe than 
cry. Our petitions ſmcll of brimitone 3 they 
icem to be brands that come out of Tuphet: 
Bullets, rather than bills; imprecations than 
prayers. Inſtcad ot juſt petitions, we inſert 
vur own diltcinpered palſttons. We invent cri- 
minal things that God 1s not oftended at; a- 
bout thele excerciſe our zeal, rather than thoſe 
tins,that link ſtates and convert Kingdoms. With 
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the noile of our imaginary crimes, we ſtop that 
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of our perſonal , deteltable, execrable ſins. We 
endeavour to fetch over Heaven with a circum- 
vention. We cry cunningly, artificially , by 
parts, and halves, but we can't ſpeak out our 
propcr fins, nor lance the wound to the bot- 
tom , when we are begging balſome from Hea» 
ven. We are the greatclt impoſtures in our 
devotions: There is a craft in our prayers; 
we dilicmble in our petitions, as well as 
In our practices, and in our prayers have the 
art of conveyance to flip in other mens fins, 
rather than our own. We make our ſclves fo 
much work about others faith, that we are (cl- 
dom at leiſure to regulate our own practicez 
and ſo have no way of ftating our accounts with 
God, but by ballancing the exceſs of the one, 
againſt the defects of the other. *Tis not 
ſccing men have no religion, but one different 
from our own, that awakes our indignation. 
How many who arcat odds upon a religious , 
can unite upon a vitious account z That mus 
tually denounce damnation to each other, with 
full accord combine in thoſe praftices which 
aſcertain it to them both; as if they ſo much 
feared to have their prediQtion, that they would 
be each others, convoy to the land of darknels. 
Thoſe that will not by no means mect at the 
Church, know not when to part at the Tavernz 
that will not jointly partake of the cup of the 
Lord, are yet very ſociable at the cup of Devils 
and exceſſive debauches, which are a moſt accept» 
able drink-oftcring to the internal ſpirits. Mas 
ny, whole diſtant opinions faſten upon one a* 
nother 


to one-neſs of bears and endeavonr« 


nother the brand of Antichriſtianiſm,like Gog 
and Magog join agaivit the boly City. WE 
juſtle onc another out of the narrow path that 
leads to hife, but can hand jn hand run our 
carrier in the broad way of deſtruction. We 
meaſure our religion, not ſo much by the op» 
polition it makes to our lults, as to thoſe whom 
we firſt make, and then call] our enemics. 
We make it a part of our religion, to tear and 
mangle Chritt's body, when heathen ſouldiers 
that crucifi'd him, thought his coat too good 
tobe parted. O how can we expcCt our facri- 
fices thould be accepted, till ſalted with love? 
and know no diffcrence between party and par» 
ty, but owne all as fecllow-members, that are 
partakers of the influence of the head. The fa- 
ther will not agree to anſwer the prayers of his 
Children that diſagree : he will anſwer the re» 
quelts of one Child tor, but not againſt another: 
hiſt be reconciled to thy brother,and then come 
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and offer thy gift (p). To expect that God party 
ſhould anſwer our divided prayers, is to puta 3+ 


jeer on Omnipotency,& to charge the Almighty 
with inconſytency:It puts an abſurdity on God in 
making him to pleaſe men; nay, an impoſhibility, 
to pleaſe alt men. The divilions of our praycrs, 
may cauſe (ome toſuſpet that God is divided to 
whom we pray\and in time occaſion the world to 
believe there is Bo God at all, for God 
1s but one, and not divided. He muſt fruſtrate 
(in ſpecie) many prayers of ſome Chriſtians, as 

will be true to the principles ot his own glo+ 
ry; How can hc grant all our pctitions, and be 
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God? We attempt unlawful means, to force 
the lord out of his ways and all, that man 
might not be proved talle to his own Intereſt and 
be cried up and dowa tor a Lyar. How many, 
with Jonah, pray backwards? who rather then 
he would be accountcd a falſe prophet, cared 
not {o much tor the ſalvation of Nincocb, as tor 
his own reputation. Every onc that rides ina 
very Cbarist,13 not an El:4s. How can this nation 
be fecure, it we conccal one capical tia? One 
hainous crime uptuppres'd, may break out witha 
Generall dclixuctiou. O that ths nation could 
but {pcak put, lament and- deplore the grand 
and horrid guilts ot theriumes, wathout relervas 
tion or Partiality, That all our crumes withs 
out diunanution, retrution, ſubltraction, conld 
bc bcwarled with one national yell. O that our 
tcares might cement thoſe breaches which out 
diticuts madegand our {rparations widen. That 
there were an harinony 18 pious intentions ; that 
wayt one builds, auother migat not pluck 
down 3 what one laycs 4 fo:wudation tor, -an0+ 
ther might not undermine, O when ball we 
agrce indiltinctively to procure a- General par 
dou? Tomakcadominion adre(s to Heaven to 
be 2cquitted and accepted? O when ſhall we 
þ: irce of the Canaanite and Perizite? And have 
the Neuters, Libertines, Hypocrites, out ot 
the Land? That the whole natian might ac» 
cord together ina paciinn: tervice: that there 
might bc an united dejection: that the whole 


Kingdome might otter as it were the {ame pro» 


pitiatury lacritice ; that every heart and ipirit 
might 


to one-neſs of heart and endeavour. 


might have the ſame penitential impreſſions and 
expreſſions;that we might leave counterfeiting, 
fallifying, tergiverſating : that we might pour 
out Hearts like water before the face of 


the Lord (q). That our fins might be drained 4Len.2.r9, 


forth to the laſt drop: that we might agree in 
conſcience, in longiogs, as we do in country, 1 
language; and in repentance, as we do in rclati» 
ons. O how powerful 1s a holy combination 
in devotion? Where the hazard js publick,'tis 
time there be a publick union to eſchew the per- 
ril;that the whole nation put all their ftock to» 
gether to purchaſe a general pardon: that An» 
gels may rejoice at our converlion,and God him- 
{elf may look out at his Court-gate, and fay , 
behold another Nineveh, this is the nation of 
penitentiall converts, I will ſpare it. 


Deeply take to beart ;rouze up your ſpirits to @ lively V 
piercing ſenſe of and ſorrow for our ſins, & Gods in 


diſpleaſure» Make an impartiz1 account of,night 
and day :lay open and bewail the crimes and 
miſerjes of the times repreſentingihem in their 
hainous nature. O ! ourerrors, herchies, divi- 
fions, apoltacies, contradicqions, bitternels , 
malice, animokities, injuſtice, Cppretion , Pers 
hidiouſneſs, talſe-hood, covenant-breaking,, hy 
pocrihe, neglc& and contempt of Gods word 
and ſervants, prophanation ot Sabbaths , pol- 
lution ot ordinances, abulc of mercies, frupidi- 
ty, incorrigiblencſs under Judgments, pride, 
luxury, laſcivioulneſs, bloody practices, dread- 
ful oaths, horrid blaſphemics, damnable here- 
kes, impietics, and a deluge of prophaneſs dit- 
gorged 
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gorged from the mouth of hell among us, ts 
the high diſhcnour ot God, aud ſhame of the 
bleſſed Goſpel, require a Catholicon and coms 
poſition of all penitentiall Judgments to purge 
theſe noxious humours out of this diſcaſcd bo- 
dy. O what rears, what cjaculations can be 
bitter, or loud enough for us who are to lament, 
not partiall and imperfe& repairs, but totall 
ruines, and vaſtations? That fcc the materi- 
als of our Sio» now reduced todult and rub- 
biſh, who once ſaw it happily compacted, built 
togcther as a City at unity in it (elf. Bid a 
ſolemn adicu to all entertainments af yoy and 
pleaſure; make a{tri inquifitionz have a hearts 
akivg diſcuſſion. Conlider what hath. been 
done in the quafting room, the bed of- dal 
liance, the banquctmng houſe, the counſd 
chamber, the Treaſury, the Tribunal, the Par 
four, the Shop, and the Street : Ranfack all 
back roomes 3 (earch all blind corners; leave not 
a fin undiſcovered , which conſcience may ake 
under, and repcntance can mortife. -O! for all 
the cries of our tins, and the calls ofthe Femple, 
the ſtings ot guilt, and gripes of con(cicnce, the 
ſcandal of our encmy, and the ſcourge of Het 
ven, for the pattern at Bochim, the preſident at 
Mizpeh, tor the example ot Nineveb: Bluſh, 


and blucd, figh and fob, wring and wail, help 


at an Exigencez repent when there's nothing 
but repentance lett tor an Antidote z repent ##ly, 
le your repentance prove a caudal and curle 3: 
repent tbroxs: bly, left an unmortitied fin fruſtrate 
the vextue pt your humiliation z repens _ 
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To mourning and weeping. 
le not knowing the time- of your viſitatien , 
the bleſſing you wiſh for , be hid from” your 
eyes. O! the nation Jooks pale, fetch blood in- 
to her cheekes by your pity 3 Ir ſhakes, Ict 
your hearts prop her up with your pititions; 'Is 
lick unto death, cure her with your convertion: 
your buildings are looſe upon the foundation, 
proundſe}l them by mortihication:your goods are 
rcady to be facriticed to vengeance, bring forth 
your {in-offering, before the (parkes have taken 
hre. Sigh in the temple thas you do not ſob in 
the ſtreets, Groan in your cloſets, that you 
do not roar in the fields. Waſh your Cities i 
teares, that they be not drenched in blood. Be 
zealuus, to free you from flames; penitent, 
to prevent ruine 3 ſctious ſolemn cenverts, 
fervent petitioners, for {o great a Benefit; 
Wear ſackcloth, leſt you go naked : falt, Jeſt 
you ſtarve ; lit upon the Aih-heap, left you be 
brought to an Aſh-heap :creep upon your knees; 
leſt you creep into coruets: ſhut up your (elves 
in your clulets, leſt you be ſhut into dungeons: 
fly to Heaven, leſt you fly out of the land : con- 
fels your fins, left juſtice read the bill to your 
fxces : condemn your ſclves, leſt you be ſenten- 
ecd without reprieve. Look on your errors with 
paſſions : be humbled with conflidts; repent 
with agonies : appeaſe with kre ; reconcile with 
ropes: weep with torrents : pray withlhrickes: 
cleanſe with nitre , attend at the courtof au» 
dience : lay it outat Godsjudgmenr (eat ; waſh 
in Jordan, till the Leprofie be departed : wreltle 
with the Angel, till obtained che blefling. 
; Q. Leave 
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Leave not one grievance in Heaven to proſccute 
you 3 not one injuric on Earth to accurſe you. 

1 pertctly renew'd, that you may be perteRly 

ecur'd.'Tis a;great people, and how many fins 
Arc jhcre to be cxpiated ? What a great treſpals- 
offering muſt there be made for it ? What great 
penitents mu't chere be to prefexveit ? What 
Krcat, attcctions,care and pity pught we to ule for 
it ?O wailand howl,go (tript and naked, making 


q Mic.r.s, a Wailing like the dragons, 1nd mourning as ; 


the owls (9g). , Rglj,your (clyes ig. the duſt, lef 
your wound. be incurable. Lt therg be a great 


mourning 1n England, as the mourning of Hadg- 


drimmog in the vallcy of Megigdon ; every fami- 

y Zec.r2, Jy apart, and gvcry; perſon apart (r). Liftup 

+ _ youryoiccsand weep, untill, you have no morg 

tRe.t.6, POwer tQ wp (£4). Let the pricits (t) and 

manitters of, the Loxd weep between the porgh 

v Joe.2.17, and the altar-(v). Rent your clothes 3 goup 

tothe houlc of the Lord cover'd with (ackciothj 

{pread- your caſe before him, and lift up your 

"s. 119 prayers tor the reonant that are left (). When 

* N-,1, 4. iNehemiab x ) beard ot the peoples, great atlicth 

*.% on, hclat dowo and wept and mouzned ccitain 

daycs, and taftrd and prayed bctore the God of 

Hezven; and atlicted himſelf with ſuch vehes 

mevcy, that hys Prince he waited on, vbſerved 

the anguilh of [115 {pirit which looked. out of his 

&ycs, and Ictt a mark of (or:ow ypon bis very 

 countcnance. He prefer'd Feryfaicm b« tore his 

cheit joy 3 ayd {clt the corus of the Chruch's 

afliCtjon througy a bed of doun on which him» 

it lay, Oh Compmnition ! whither art on 
C 
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fled? O contrition ! where ſhall we find thee ? 
Broken hearts! where thall we teel you ? Trick+ 
ling eycs! where (hall we {ce you? Penitent 
petitioners ! where (hall we hear you? O ! 
where is the Kingdom's ſcout ? The Citie's re- 
membrancer ? - The naticns follicitor ? Where 
are the Chriſtian bolomes and bowels, groaucs 
and crics? O, that we could puritie by water j 
that repentance had not loſt her Lavers that 
our hearts were hot made groſs , that we were 
nor turned into pure adamant 3 that we were 
not bra(s and iron ! But there's atad indication 
of it 3 here are fins enough ro bring down a 
tempeſt, to make every treſpafſer an Herarlitus 
and the whole Church a Niube , Als Alas, might 
be the rone of the ſtreets, a national wailing 
might be hcard from one cnd ot it to another. 
Bac our Hearts (cem ro have their old tore» 
Skins; thcy have not yet (marted under the cir- 
cumcilng-knite.” A great drought {cemes to 
be among, us» our land 1s tarned 1nto powder, 
and dult; torche cloud is ngt rent under us ; 
The aric/ean ſpirit here walks in dry pl :ces 5 in» 
dced, be hath taken away our terrouurs and our 
teares too 3. the water courles of reps #!a:icc are 
ſtopped, O where is that K-y ot ELab, that 
ſhould unlock thoſe clouds * Where is that 
Moſer's rod,wiiich ſhould terch water out of thoſe 
rocks? We ſhould wcep abundancly, but our 
hearts are not ſo {ofc as to diltill or melt ito 
lorrow. Our cares do not ting!e; our cye-lids 
are not fore > we do not (eek atter the Lord la» 
menting, we do not bow down heavily: the 
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cry of Fernſ:lem doth not go upz we look upon 
onr guilts without remorſe; we tecl our errors 
with indolency, our fins can ftrike no trares 
out of our eyesz we are ſinful! but not weeping 
Nineveh : how few can prove, themſelves con- 
verts, by rheir penitent eyes? Or bruiſed un- 
der our fins, by their broken hearts? We have 
many rivers in this nation, and yet we are a dry 
ſand :many crying inhabitants, but few weep- 
ing penitcats. The tlame may here rage, for we 
have no water : the top of Carmel may wither, 
tor the ſprings 2r: dryed up. We are bruiſed 
in the temple, yet little moitture is drawn from 
us : the minifter often turnes the cock, but the 
pipesare empty 3 no water runs forth. Fon 
cry's palſtonatly, yet cannot raiſe up the mour- 
ncrs. to ligh with the breaking of ther loines, 
that judgment might not break the bones of 
this nation to take up a wailing to preventa 
Kingdome from crying it (clt dead. The whole 
nation may periſh for want of mourners. 
The fongs of the temple may be turned into 
howlmugs, tor there is none to wail for the abo- 
minations of the times. We are aſleepin Dx 
lilah's lap when the Philiſtins are vpon us: at 
ealein Sion, when the gates of it arc ready tols 
ment. Wehavecbraincs and armcs, (ervice and 
{edulity cnovgh tor other things 3 but here we 
have neithcr pregnancy nor prowels. We would 
preſerve a nation, only by looking on it, er 
talking ot ir, or putting, upa tormall mction 
tor it. We wa'k our ttreets, and dilcerin no 
breachcs in them : we gaze upon our walls, and 
bchold 
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bchold not thcir fides cracking, We are blind 
in ſceing our ſins,and ſtupid in ferling their judg=» 
ments; aSit we carcd not to have th's pile of 
wonder pulled down , this bright Diadem 
ſhivered 1n pieccs. All nations admire it, and 
we only ſlight and neglect it. This nation walls- 
inrechlefs inhabitants; feeds unthankfull guelts; 
holds out her breaſts ro unnatural children , 
that are neither aftectionate for her welfare , 
nor compaſſionate over her ruine. Net forty 
dajes and Nineveh ſhall be deftroyed, let it be 
deltroyed, for we do not keep it from linking, 
Were there here ſucha Fonab, there would nor 
be ſuch Ninerizes, What do we at the cry ? 
How are we frightcd at the threatening ? It 
is a great pcople, but what great inſenſiblencls 
indolency, indevotion? , We think to ſupport 
a great Kingdome without laying both ſhoul- 
ders to itz or calling torth the ewo maſter- 
workmen, body& ſoul,to do their utmoſt for her 
preſervation. We go iu the beaten roadz& fail in 
the ordinary currentzwe hght with the old du- 
geon dagger,and build aftcr the old faſhion. We 
have nothing but cuttomary wonts, and com- 
mon uſages; we do not exceed, nor tranſcend. 
There is no Preſtancy to be diſcerned. The flood 


.of repentance* comes not in with a ſpring tide. 


Qur repenta#ce begius and ends, without any c- 
gregious thing in it, to draw the obſcrving, cye 
of the world to look upon us with admiration, 
vr ſet the whole world in a gaze at the bchold- 
ing us. No adorning ſtamps, no beautilying 
prints are to be (cen here. We delire to have 
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every thing elie about us choice, neat, and 
tplendid : were repentance our garment, how 
ſhould it be embroidered ? Were itour picture, 
how ſbould it bc lmned ? Were it our China 
picce, how thould it be ingraven ? were it our 
paltrey, how thould it be trapped ? Were it our 
Iinnen, our houſc, how thould it be wafhcd , 
rubbed, and adorned? Oaly our repentance is 
abje&, duipicable and ſordid. How doth our 
art moſt tail us in thar, which ſhould moſt hos 
nour us, and cternally blels us? Can we own 
it? Or wilGod accept of it? Oc bs he not 
ready tocondcinnittor our tin? And tojudge 
us as well for a hypocritical converlion, as for 
an irrcligious convertution ? O luperticiall pas 
£thcation! Is this enough to mitigate au aveny- 
ing God? Tount:arc,to cxtricate a great pcople? 
Will not Judgment denounced, quicken you to 
ſincerity? May you not be furpriz'd in your 
viicring to Gud a countertcit devotion ? Will 
you diiicmble to the lalt ? And jeopard the ru- 
ne of a whole nation,in your outſide cleanſing? 
How far can you imagine you are off from the 
coll:tion of Julticc? Every corner of your King- 
dome {ccn5 to tremble under the voice of a 
threateniuy, God ; Vengeance is awakened with 
the noiſe of your t1n5; The Heavens are of 
f ndcd with you : The carth ſeems to riſe up in 
rumalt aginit you: Molt dche you, few pity you; 
Many coululc tad things concerning you, and 
would tain be {tretching, out their hands to 
ſhake and (hiver you, You have cncmics with» 
in your Walis,and your own conſcicaces: How 
e22 you oppolc hich irrehiitable turces ? Policy 
may 
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may invent many expedients for ſecurity, biit' 
the preſervative 1s only that of repentance, to 
prevent a general overthrow , to waſh away 
with tears, what we have deferved from a pro+ 
yoked God. O hall we everſce 2 general 'cont- 
verſion ? nothing but that will attone che Al» 
mighty. All by-contrivements, are but ſniffer 
drits and bents. O when will men leave theit 
ſeatsof honour, and apply themſelves to Sick- 
cloth , and aſhes, mighty cries, and turnings 
from thcir evil ways, and from the violchce of 
their hands? Among us arc ſome penitents , 
but how tew Ninevites? Are there any alive to 
God? But how many dead carcales do we 
walk among? O that we were drawing out 
to the life Repenting. Nineveb in oricnt colours! 
That inſtcad of buildings and bulwarks, ftatcly 
houſes, and hoards ot trezſuxe, and heaps of 
amunition, there were but repeutance ! that in- 
ſtead of our raptures and priviledges, revela- 
tions, and curious layguages, there were but 
repentance! that our congregations were (0 
purified, and our Churches fo SanCtified, that 
they might atford ſuch Profcflors, ſuch Saints, 
as might bc able to bleſsa Church and fave a 
nation by repentance'But*tis to be feared that this 
is but a nation of deſires, and that every ltone 
in this City may ſooner be altercd, and new 
laid, than mers minds andconſciences. In what 
a forwardneſs is this great work? Nay; is not 
the firſtſtone for the generality yet to be laid ? 
Men have not learn'd Nineveh's initiating, much 
leſs her compleating graces: We are not yet 
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come to her dejcRions, trepidations, percul 


ſions, aſtoniſhments, paroxiſms of conflify , 


gravitoned accents of prayer. We nouriſh the 
fleſh, catch at the world, follow modes, tem- 

orize with changes, and leave perils and 
> vs to the chance and venter. Happen 
what will, we bave-not ſo much as a wrinkled 
brow, or a trembling breſt. Mirth is now as 
upſuitable, as Silver Lace on a mourning Suite. 
A true penitent ſhould be the troubled crea- 
eure of hisage. He is brought to the Altar, 
and would even make a Sacrifice of himſelf, 
He ſeems eo have no more lite left in him, but 
to yent out hisown anxicty. The ſight of fin 
dauuts, yea exanimates him. 'T he Sun ſeems 
not to ſhine upon the day of his Humiliation; 
nothing to be diſcern'd but a cloudy sky, a black 
Eclipſe, dark miſts, tempeſt, and thunder : It 
pierces, - pinches, grinds the heartloakes the eye; 
contrition is full of collitions and cunvullions, 
rough waves, and ruſhing fſourges, ſparkling, 
{calding boſome thrilh}ngs, and eye droppings. 
He isa ftrange penitent, that doth not change 
countenance, that hath not every hceart-(iring 
aking. Jt would aftoniſh one that among ſo 
many cecle(t;all ſhews, there ſhould be to little 
Heaven, that the Devil ſhould be lurking a- 
mong {v0 many Angelical reformers, There 1s 
ſore appearance of religion, but what repentance? 
Or if repentance is it that oft Nineveh * Angels 
tongues but the hearts of beatts. The carth ne- 
ver {aw greater provocations to overthrow us, 
byt 15 there (o great piopitiations 1n us to have 
us 


l mournixg and weeping. 


vs ſpared ? In what a dangerous deplorable ſtate 
are we? Full of ſtupendious ſins, yer full of 
frupid impenitency : A proteſling peopic, yet 
how far trom evangclical purity: A corrupt 
but far from a contrite nation. Was there ever 
more need tolie in Sack-cloth, than now? this 
City hath lain in aſhes: To ſhed tears, Than 
when we have loſt ſo much bloud ? O ! how 
may our walls ſhake, and every heart be daunt- 
cd , expecting ſome unexemplitied Judginent 
for our enormous crimes? Will God be alwaics 
dared with challengivg treſpaſſes? Or mocked 
with formalitics* Will the noiſe of golpelling 
tongues, and ſound of Sermon-bells, be ablc 
to pacitie an incenſed God * Ora few (uper- 
hcial ſpecious pretences, ſatishe the {trict ex» 
amination? *Tis not our prowels, nor profet- 
ſion, our formidable chivalry, nor forma'f re- 

ligion but repentance onely, that will privi- 

ledge, — and ſhelter us. He may ſeife 

upQn us 1n our tirects,where we are defying him 

in our full tirengcth. Or take us at the Church 

where we are dcluding him ( perhaps ) with 
our Temple cheats. He may (end a flood in midſt 
of qQur quathngs and dalliances 3 or fire from 
Heaven , when the Sun ſhines bright in our 
ſtreets. A great cry may be heard at mid-night, 

when we are not (uſpeting the Naughter of 
the firſt born. The avenger of bloud, may pur- 
ſue and pluck us out of the City of refuge : yea, 
God may ſlay us, while we are laying hold of 
the horns of the Altar. He may demoliſh all 
our fortrefſes,and our places of oblation be made 
a Sacri- 
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a Sacrifice to the juſtice of a provoked God z for 
that our hearts are as fat as brawn, as hard as 
the nether mil-ſtone, at caſe in Sion ſettled upon 
our lecs, and frozen in our dregs: our eyes are 
blind, our cares uncircumciſed, our conlciences 
ſcarcd with an hotIron : we anſwer not crimes, 
with cryes3 nor provocations, with vexatious 
we will periſh in our ſteely-and flinty condition, 
Shall the childrens bread be caſt unto dogs ?Shall 
God feed the ſecure, with the dainties of the 
perplexed ? There are no plaſters, but for 
{marting wounds; no wine, but for the ſorroy- 
full : no breaſt of conſolation, bat for the cry+ 
ing children; nor garments of beauty, but for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs. God lights up his can- 
dlc to none, but thoſe that fit in darkneſs : 
nor caſts out his anchor to any, but where 
ſenfi>le the ſhip cracks, and is ready to fink. 
He litts up only the hand that hangs down, and 
fircngth-ns cnly the weak knees z he holds only 
the aking head, and wipes only the bloubered 
cheekes3 he binds up only the broken heart, 
and ſheds conſolation in their breaſts, which 
recount their. ſins in bitternels of ſoul. Pa- 
radice is promiſed only to the penitent thief, 
Fhe diſtrefſcd Publican only, departs out of the 
temple juſtithed. And the Golden Thau is ſet 
only upon the torcheads of the mourners of Jeru- 
(alcm. 


Iſummon, adjure, and beſeech you bethren, 
by all the worth your names arc imbellithed 
with; by all the Gucerity you fcem to have 


reſerved 
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reſerved out of the defeftion and diſtration of 
the times by all the love you pretend roour 
Chruch and Katc :;\it you Have any remnant of 
grace, any reverence, or regard to God and 
his command,(y) any ſenſe ot fin, any dread ut ,p,,.. . 
a confounding majeſty, any charity tor an un- 
done nation, if any gratitude for your hitherto 
healch and ſafety, or delire of future cumtort, 
by conlidering how you fat down and wept 
with you remcmberd Sion /z \, «nd that your 
unmindtul uncompaſſionatenct3 hath not occa» 
hon'd our milcrics> if any tellow-tecling as 
members ot the ſame body 3 or care to imploy 
the gifrs ot the ſpirit, according to the mind 
and intent of the Donor(a), or when the Lord 

ſhall ariſe and have mercy on Sion, you would y —_— 
be call'd to pertake of her comfort, Rejoyc.. ye 
with Jeruſalem and be glad with her,allye that 
mourn tor her (b): Evcntor the Lord Jcius t 1c66.0, 
Chrilt's lake, and tor the love ot the {pirit, that 

you lirive together with me in the prayers to G14 

for this Church and peop 'e ( c). That it would plcuic c nor, 
him at the lait to look upon us with a favourayic 35 
countenance, and cealc trom hcavy dilplezture. 
The ſpirit ef prayer is a publick treaſure, though 
laid up in fome few hands, diftinguiincd from 
the vulgar, not by cmpty names and aicric ti» 
tles, buc real donatives3 diltributcd to thum by 
God as (0 many diſtii; advantayes, and .y!t- 
ties, towards the bringing him in his expected 
harvelt of honour and glury ; 1197 can ac Pray or 
be heard tor bimſclt, that is wo mans fiiend but 
his own 3 no prayer without faith, nov taich 
wWichout 
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245 True Chriſtian ca.e1lup!m 
without charity, no charity without mutua 
interceſſion. God forbid that I ſhould jin a- 
4 5M.12 painſt the Lord, in ccaling to pray for you (4); 
for Iam bound todo it alwaics for you 3 I thank 
God, that without ceaſing, 1 have remem- 
+2Th.r.z, brance of you in my prayers night & day (ec). If 


1Th.1.2. I forget thee, O Londeny Let my right hand” 


* Tin.1:3- forget her cunning : if I do not remember thee 
O England, Ict my tongue cleave to the roofof 
my mouth : it 1 prefer not Fery/alem aboveny 

LÞC137-5- chief joy(f). bave Lord, or we periſh. O 

: that all who are concern'd in the grant of that 
petition, would qualitic themſclves to preſent 
it, vigoroully undertake this pious work ! that 
God who hears not ſinners, may yet hear them, 
O let no Moſes's hand ever wax heavy, but be 
alwaies lifted up ina devout importunity : tran- 
ſcribe that holy oratory, hc ſo often cfieQually 
uſed; plead to God his own cauſe, what wilt 
thou doto thy great name? And when, there's 

0 nothing in us can pretend to any thing but ven- 
geance, ranſack his boſome, rifle his own bow- 
cls for arguments of compaſſion repeat to 

r Ex. 34:6. him-his own titles (g), and by thoſe (ollicit, yea 

E conjure him to pity. O! cry paſſionatly, im- 
portunatly, mightily; give your ſelves unto 

bPCrog.4- prayer (þ );never hold your peace day nor night 
ye that make mention ot the Lord, keep not fi- 
Jence, and give him noreſt, till he cRabliſh Eng» 
land, and till he iake Feraſalema praile in the 

+ I.62.647. earth (ji), Let yourprayers be doubled and tri- 
pled,ariſe higher & higher as the flouds of waters 
axc increaſed, Bring, in an agony, he prayed more 
earneſtly 3 


4a Et pI a —_ 
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earneſtly ; and his ſweat was as1it were great 


drops of bloud falling downto the ground(k), ; Lug, 22, 
who in the dayes of his fleſh offered up prayers 44: 


and ſupplications, with firong crying and tearcs 
unto him that was able to ſave hum trom death, 


and was heard in that he feared (/). O how *He.s.7. 


great an ardency is rcquir'd to this interceſſion ? 
What tirong cries muſt they be, that thall 
drown fo loud a clamour of impictices? How 
doth it reproach the ſlightneſs of our flcepy 
heartleſs addreſes? Can we think to bind the 
Almightic's hands with withs and (trawes? 'To 
arreſt his vengeance with ſuch faint and feeble 
aſſaults? When nature and danger ſuggeſt to 
heathen Nineveb, not onely to cry, but to ery 
mightily unto God; ſhall the ſuper-addition of 
our religion damp ours into a whiſper, a ſoft 
unaudible found? Noſmall tempelt hath long 
lain upon us 3 neither Sun nor Stars in many 


daycs and yeares appearing (m). Nothing but = 46 15, 


black and diſmal portents of a tinall wreck, to ** 
a poor weather-beaten Church and people: Is it 
not time to learn ſo much ot inſtruction from 
the waves that toſs us, as to make our prayers 
keep pace with them, in {witt uninterrupted 
ſacceſſions, in loud and not to be reliſted vio- 
lence? Aſtorm will reach the prophane mari- 
ner to pray in earneſt. And though the sky 
how ever black with clouds, carry no thunder 
in it; though che impetuous winds that blow 
from every quarter, ſhould not break out in 
tempeſt, and bring ſhip-wrack to us; yet the 
wicked are likethe troubled Sea that canzot reſt; 
we 
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without charity, no charity without mutua 
interceſſion. God forbid that I ſhould jin a- 

« 1527.12 oain(t the Lord, in ccaling topray for you (4d) :; 
forT am bound to do it alwaics for you I thank 
God, that without ceaſing, 1 have remem- 
+ >Th.r.z, brance of you in my prayers night & day («). It 
1Th.1.2, I forget thee, O L1ndeny Let iny right hand 
torget her cunning : it I do not remember thee 
jt O Lygland, It my tongue cleave tothe roof of 
my mouth : it I prefer not Fern/alem abovoty 

FPCr37.5- chict joy f). bave Lord, or we periſh. O 
; that all who are concern'd in the grant of that 
pctition, would qualihc themſclves to preſent 

It, vigoroully undertake this pious work ! that 

God who hears not ſinners, may yet hear them, 

O let no Mvyſe;'s haud ever wax heavy, but be 

alwaies lifted up in a devout importunity : tran- 

{cribe that holy oratory, he ſo often cfieually 

uſed; plead to God his own cauſe, what wilt 

thou do to thy great name? And when there's 

od nothing, in us can pretend to any thing but ven- 
geance, ranſack his boſome, rifle his own bow- 

cls tor arguments of compalſiun ; repeat to 

r Ex. 345. him-his own titles (pg), and by thoſe (ollicit, yea 
A conjure him to pity. O! cry paſſionatly, im- 
portunatly, mightily; give your ſclves unto 
bPCr0g.4- prayer (þ j;never hold your peace day nor night 
jc that make mcntion ot the Lord, keep not t1- 

Jenct, ind give him noreft, till he cRRabliſh Eng» 

lard, and til] he inake Feraſalema praile in the 

+ ICE2.f97. earth (3), Let yourprayers be doubled and tri- 
pled,anife higher & higher as the flouds of waters 

axc increaſed. Bing in an agony, he prayed more 
earnelily 3 
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earncſilyz and his (weat was as it were great 
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drops of bloud falling down to the ground(k), ; Ly, x2, 


who in the dayes of his fleſh ofteecd up prayers 44: 


and {upplications, with firong crying and tearcs 
unto him that was able to ſave hum trom death, 


and was heard in that he fearcd (/). O how *He.s.7, 


great an ardency is requir'd to this interceſſion ? 
What tirong cries muſt thcy be, that thall 
drown fo loud a clamour of impictics? How 
doth it reproach the ſlightne(ls of our ſleepy 
heartleſs addreſes? Can we think to bind the 
Almightic's hands with withs and lirawes? 'To 
arreſt his vengeance with ſuch faint and feeble 
aſſaults? When nature and danger (ugg.lt to 
heathen Nineveb, not onely to cry, but to ery 
mightily unto God; ſhall the ſupcr-addition of 
our religion damp ours into a whiſper, a fſott 
unaudible ſound? Noſmall tempelt hath long 
lain upon us 3 neither Sun nor Stars in many 


daycs and yeares appearing (m). Nothing but = aa 19, 


black and diſmal portcnts of a tinall wreck, to 3* 


a poor weather-beaten Church and people: Is it 
nut time to learn ſo much ot inſtruction from 
the waves that toſs us, as to make our prayers 
keep pace with them, in {witt uninterrupted 
ſucceſhions, in loud and not to be reliſted vio- 
lencc? Aſtorm willtcach the prophane man- 
ner to pray in earneſt. And though the sky 
how ever black with clouds, carty no thunder 
init; though the impetuous winds that blow 
from every quarter, ſhould not break out in 
tempeſt, and bring thip-wrack to us; yet the 
wicked are likethe troubled Sca that canzot reſt: 
WG 


True (Chriſtians c4led OL 
We have within u* a principle of ruine, whicl 
call operate, thous, nutiung trom without cx- 
citett, A tawpcll IS HOT 4IWAICs neccilary to 
tix « ſhip, one treachcrous Icak may do it in 
the grearelt calms and what tccurny can there 
be to unr torn vEilci whoſe rents, our continual 
divitious, and prodigious crimes, liill keep @- 
pca and widen? O Cirittian! cauit thou tit 
Sil jm fuch a fcaton? Ts cac Camcit and King- 
dom privil:dges and liberties nothing ? wich 
Þ.-, aud Ccric unto thee, if tb K Cant do any thing 
come and belp 1?It thou hatt n«) tenic of the defo- 
lations of Exzland, no pity to ice Stn lic 
in thc dult; bur till cheridhett thoſe im+ 
pictics which brought hcr | thither , even 
they at Icalt will avcnge her quarrel, bring 
thee thoſe myferics, the tenſe whereot thall be 
impoſſible for thee to avaid, or extinguith, Tink 
not with chy {clt that thou ſhalt eſcape more 
than all the people; tor it thou alcogecher hold 
thy pcace at this time, and b: filent, when to 
much nced of prayer for a periſhing nation, 
then ſhall there cnlargment and deliverance a- 
rl. tothe Saints from another place; God will 
bring about his purpoſcs ot macccy ſome other 

way without thee, but thy (.1f can expect no- 
thing but deſtruction, thou and thy tathers 
houlc, thouand inptanuly ſhall (mart tor it, be 
deltroyed: And who knows whether thou art 
coinc to the Kingdom, relerv:d for fach a time. 


F441 is this (n )? Chat this Ind E-:2land ſhould 
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b. uchycred by the purencls of thy haads ( o 
that thou mailt have the houour to be the Sx- 
vVIOUT 
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viour of thy Country?God ſccks at ſuch a time 
as this, for s max among you that ſhould make 
up the hedge, and ftand m the gap before him 
for the land, that he ſhould not dcliroy it ( p ). 
Perhaps thou( ornone ) art the man, and it he 
find not thee, he will pour out his indigna- 
tion upon us, and conſiunc us With the fire of 
his wrath. It may be there wants of the num» 
ber that ſhould prevail with Godz who knows 
what one more may do as to the turning of the 
ſcale? And art thou talt aſlccp in tly own, cabin on 
the lide of the flup, which 15 ready to be bro» 
ken in this twighty tempcſi? For ought I know, 
for thy. ſake this evil 35 come upon us 3 carclt thou 
not that we periſh? Yea thou caltcli off tear, 
and rc(trainclt praycr bctore Gud ( 9». The A- 
thenigns \nquirng ak the Oracic oft &; 1», wiy 
their plagues coutnucd lo long, Were autw:rcd, 
they mat double ther Sgrrijices : nothing more 
daugsrpus than a ploudiug tormality, We may as 
well betray Chriti with a rear a> Jacdas did with 
a kiſs, Lacaryns mentirt dolie- Iviay wc not (cad | 
us to flunucs below, that ouly Fuck him in (athes 
here? God (o delights 1 the prayers of the 
upright, that wheu tur ocvotonts fhck and 
cold , hc (unictuncs brings Puvikk Judgments 
ON a NallUly, On puipulc (0 ala Cul + VUZE, A® 
Wakcn, aud kindic iis droubk iis, that he 
may vttencr hor the meludy os turir voice by 
carmelt unportimaic proyer,which 15 1Wzer, and 
ſec their countenance, which is comy, which 
when cfic&tid, they have dour ti.cir errand , 
andaccompull'd their end. What mcanelt ew 
O ſkeper? 
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T rue Criftians c iUe{ 11) "n 
O ſlieper ? Ariſe, call upon thy God, if (o be 
that God will chink upon us that we periſh not 
(r ). For the Lords fake, lend a hand to a 
hnking nation, double your devotion; be much, 
be mighty in prayer; put coals to the incente 
(s), bring your cenſcr, and ftep mn, that the 
wrath of thc great Gol may be appealed, O 
weep and make lupplication (eg): Stir up your 
(clvcstotake hold of God (v ) : Wreltle with 
him in his own (irenheg: Relolve not to let 
him go untill he bleſs us. O ftand up in our 
defence: open the right Arcenal: bring forth 
your rightartillery : make ule of -your proper 
wcapons: appear in your compleat armour on 
the r1ght haud and on the 1cte; quit your ſolves 
Iixc mien 1a tighting this battle, The (tour 
hearts, and bright armour I call for, are ſupplt- 
cating hands, rhe complcat armour of righte- 
oulncis > the Captains aud Souldiers are Inter- 
ceſlors, and Advocates; uot tiz!d but Temple 
amunitionz not camp but clolct ordnance. And 
C' that I could gather che companies together, 
ſummon 1nall the traincd bands ; fee them all 
fiand in battle array their hearts edged with 
repentance 5 their tongues ſharpencd with de- 
votion : that the ranks ot converts would dif- 
charge and picrc- the air with thele darts, 4- 
wakcn hcoaven with this yun-thot, and even 
conquer God with this artilicry, and make the 
ſpear drop out ot his hand ,. pluck down his 
Randard , unharncts the Lord of Hoftts, draw 
him to a treary, and yet him tign to Articles of 
peace, Thcre 15 not any bettcr countermine to 
al; 
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all our outrag;us acted upon earth, than by ma- 
king, them reverberate in our cries and pray 'r5. 
O with a holy importunate impudence: belt. ge 
and lic at the Throne of yrace, til] you th.. e 
Heaven the Throne of God unudcr him. & God 
in it, chat Heaven miy luttcr violence, and the 
violent take it by force. Overcome him to be 
appeaſ.d., Go up to him wit: a erembling 
Icart, as not knowing whethei the place and 
p.ople be not palt reconciliation z feradventure 
I ſrall mihe an aitonement for yur ſins. Rather 
than not come away With the pardon in your 
haud, ofter to be flain at his toot to fave to 
many alive, to be facriifi.cd your (elves, to re- 
deem (uch a goodly place trom an exigence : 
yea, to have your namcs and perſons razed out 
ot the land ot the living, 1ather than the land 
of Eng/an4 (hould be expung.ed yet now if 
thou wilt forgive their tins, it not, blot me 
pray th:e out of the buok thou haſt written, 
Reli-i-us inhabitants) you now (ce what a great 
task you are to undertake, that you had need 
lay to your whole (ircngth. to bring torth a 
ripht, a happy people. It you tail in this work, 
tc natin is paſt remedy. Either plead carnelt- 
ly or the caulc is lottz adminilter the belt phylick 


-Or the patient dy.s. God 15 ready to (hoot and 


tight, to bring up his tront and main battle a- 
gaintt us, but where 15 retormation to latch ar- 
rows? Tobreak in picccs ipeares ? To mect the 
vanquiſhers in their march ? and to carry an 
army ot ]udgments out ot anation ? Go then, 
gather your {elves together,all that are preſent P 

£138 
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the land:(ce how many rr#e Ninevites arc among 
you : let toms (taut apart: look to your qualih- 
cations:examine the cumplcatnets ot yoar num» 
ber 3the p<rtection ot yuur gitis and graces: con- 
fider, and corrects ciy and cleanſe; weep 
and reforme, ' AS ever you would (eem to 
have riticd your own hcarts; to have difleCted 
your own conlcienccs3 to have ſent the intelli- 
gencer mto the land; to have heard the cries 
ot your abominations at Gods ju 'gment ſcat z to 
have (cen the armics tiiat arc rz'{c.d on Earth to 
aſſault it: Oct the the whole Kingdome before 
you : think upon it with diſmayed, perplexcd 
hearts : look upon it with weeping eyes: glow 
towards it with inflam<d zcal : let your vigi- 
laucy be quick-tighted 3 your dread diſmaying; 
your folicitouln.ls anx1ous 3 your dcjcCtion 
abaſed , your meditation vehement 3 your re- 
formation twice vigorous 3 your contrition 
grinding. Turn aſide ro bemoan apparent pe- 
T1iS : tall gpon your knees, to m'tigate delerved 
vengeance : make an experiment of your own 
contrivgou : ry, how you can humb'e your (elves, 
tokecp your country trom curle and contution : 
cut oft your own forc-skins,and doe your belt to 
CircuMmc/ic Oth. rs : rent your own hearts, and 
maxe a wound im your brethrens, ll the bloud 
come. O Briig torth all te watcr 1m your 
heads to cxtimg...th wrath; kind'c all the fire in 
your ps, (0 puc a heat 1mmto congealed pity : 
fircech ou! a'l the manac!cs in yuur hands tv 
cnain ſuch an adverlary. Fa!t, aSit you dc 


delcrved not te cat breau, till your Kingdome 
he 
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be ia ſafety, Weerpas it you had not tcaxcs. e- 
nough in your eyes to lament the affictcd ſtate of 
your nation. Pray, as it you would not rife up 
trom your knees, till you have procured pcace 
{or it in Hcaven. Reform, as it you would not 
leave a guilt behind to curle it. O !Hflytrom all 
honour : condemn all honours : be ſtrangers 
for a tune to your own chaires. kitchings, ward- 
robcs, cellars, porches, galierics, cattle, Con- 
verlc rathgr with athes thau throncs 3 ſackcloth, 
than tifcucs 3 biting hung<r, than ſumptuous 
banquets 3 bitter crics, than mubicall inſtru- 
ments. Othink not of the world, think upon 
Judgment : mind not preterment, mind attoue* 
ment : look not upon the {plcndor of the King- 
dom, look upon the horror of it ; cye not your 
guardians,cyc your enemy. Carry the threaten- 
1g5 ot Gods law in your cares, gnd the p.ril of 
your Cv..ntry in your brealts. Lt your hearts 
ake, and your lips quiver. So long as people are 
ſettled upon thr lecs, think that there 15 ſome 
emptying ot the ve!l-il at hand ; when you are 
laid in your be4s, (uppole, that a puniſhing God 
may awaken you: wicn you are at your feaſts, 
that vengeance may bring in the voider; when 
your arc ſeZing yur wares, tit your |: it barg 2110s 
arc even making : when your are 1eing over your 
thauſ and, that you arc bur purling up for a new 
rTecciver :when you are looking out ut y ur doors, 
that you are ready to be pluckt over your threſh- 
hold : when you arc ceming from yur temple, 
that their doors arc nigh locking up. Expect e- 
very hour when your bells ſhould ring Awake ; 
R 2 when 


Trre Chrt tians call r 
when a slircck Trumpet ſhovld be blown iy 
the ſheets: wittn you may 11QuITC. for a Gat 
to figh at, and hind nuacy or teck tor a Pilla 
to thed tears at, and not one left Ntandivg: when 
nothing, thall-3c li:ard among, you, but uw u:ts 
and dittractions, walings, and cryings, Ay 
Alts) Wou'd you thun this? can you picvent 
rf? Fhcn you mult not only remerber the 
nition in your morning and evening devotion; 
bar conlider how low on mt ftuppz what 
abjects you mult turn, what m.dirations you 
mult ule z what bar ene you mult endure 3 
wit lirange backs and tellies, loathings and 
Imenti!ngs, debuting and deb:iftingsz cleant- 
105 of confciences and eltaitcs, returmings 
204 tranſlatingsz ſeparated dairs of folemu 
praycr:; all the decrees of violence and cars 
nett addrefl:$3 tatting and prayer 3 a'mss 
and Prayer acts of I COCNFUNce aid Praycr 
prayer alone, and torn rher with united hearts 
therc mult by, c're the breach be repaired. You 
mult be all vigour and veiicmency, dye tion 
and devotion, lolicitoulne:s an forrow, cons 
Hick and converticn, {utistaction and facrinece, 
Profiration and propitiation , Icconci 14tiv- 
and rctormation, foil an{ilolmnity mn lo im 
hOrtunt a work. O tic mutt be tirong phy. 
hck taxen, tyIccover fuch a patient: a potent 
ftrieml amployed to get fuch a condemned male- 
fictor repricved; Princ. ly prtons to anticipate 
Or fe pil VCIW CMCC Itty ID C4 [114N to [irife 
ered talting 40 mourning, Wwerpmy, and wail- 

$19 5 miny Jyins 1 Sactclota and athes, tor 

reverting 


t2yprazer and fiſt ins. 


reverſing the bloody decree ( x ). O they muſt © 


be Prime Penitents Which arc cngaged in t1.15 
pcerlc(s duty : they muſi fit upon Ne-eveb's Aln- 
hcapz maccrate thumſclves with Nizereb £ Fall 
drcnc!t our lirects with Nineveb's tears 3 ofiuy 
muli have Ninzeve's plailter to heal their t-dgr- 
ing wound; Niners folicitor, to procure peace 
in this Court 3, they mult polith cherr Diamond 
with Nireeb's Fire, to make It give the true 
lufire, they nut write one ther repentance 
in Niree's Capial letters, to have it legible 
in Gods cyc. And O thit you ftood upon equal 
number; that you were but the third, the twens 
ticth, the tif.icth, the hundreth part of the na-+ 
tions that there were but a common Hall of you; 
that you d d but cqual the nuniber of your Ot-+ 
Hccers and watcits 3 that your lorrowtall accents 
might picrce the $Kies 3 that the SxKrecas of the 
mourners migit awaken Heaven; that tnere 
were but enough to take the krowns out of Gods 
forchcad, the mznaces our oft Guds checks 5 
torctard Gods tcl y ti bind his hands; to put 
audience into 14s car3z conpiſſhoa into his 
bowels, reconciliation into his breaſt, pity into 
his cycs, pardon into his lips; to keep his Trum- 
pct trom our gates, and lus Troopers out 
ot our tircets! It there be a number among 
you which hath Ninev-b s art, thcy may have 
Ninevel's fucc: ls + they may bury all tears in the 
il h-t:cap, and (hitt oft all milcries wto the Sack= 
c'oths talt away all perils; and pray away all 
|uJgments, God would pity, would you but 
lottcen the bowels of his compaſhon 3 he would 
R 3 lparc 
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ſpare, would you but prepare for mercy; Gd 
will not turn upon us with fury, if theſe turn 
trom their evil waies3 nor lircrch out his aveng- 
ing hand, it t1:(c forfake the violence of theirs. 
Who can tell if God will repent and turn away 
trom his ficrce wrath, thet w: perith not. Thefe 
penitcats may (end word to Heaven, that God 
may torbcar fſiniting , for they have (mit+ 
ten themſelves with repentance. They may 
converigh news to all their enemies upon 
earth, that they may ſtiy at home, for repent- 
anc? hath rcared them up walis higher than 
the clouds, which no (caling lad -rs can reach; 
and mounted ordnaces for them upon their 
Towc1s and Fortreftcs, which thoot aff .ulants 
to dcath turther than the (pircs of thew ttee- 
pics can be ſecn; yea, dilpatch away meſſengers 
roall plagues and Judgments, that they arc not 
to cone niyh to our Kingdom, for repntance 
hath gotten a warrant of remove to carry and 
conveigh them out ot the land. Do you thus re» 
pent and plcad, and you are as late as Nineveh: 
God will bc your pleader, and agiinlt all your 
adverſaries 1 were it Fonah himlelt )multiply rea- 
{ons tor your preſervation. He will draw pity 
towards you trom the mo!t flinty heart. How» 
cver his own breaft will flow with compaſſion; 
yeu th:!l be pretious1n his eyes, he will forget 
no:hing, that may bean incentive for ſparing: 
hould not 1 ſpare Nineveb, that great City , 
wherem are more than fix millions ot perfons , 
which can't diſccrn between the right hand & 


the Icft, and alſo much eattlc, 
B it 
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The pre- 
Bur we rather expres our fJx-/»ment (han Our valency -f 


Reſentment, and make it more our dilcouric, Go 
than our concerne, as to the trequency- and ar- 
dency of our humiliations and interccſſons. Our 

own private intcr. (ts have bcen much apter to 

excite our devotions. Our Refentments have not 

been proportionable for that which is much bet- 

ter than our (clves. Our Imminent preſent dan» 

gers haue not as much awakened our tervour, gi- 

ven aSſharp & picrcing an accent to our praycrs. 

We fall ſhort ot what we ſhuuld, and might 

do towards our reſcuc. We look for favours 

without asking, and mighty cumforts without 

mighty crics. We ſhake not the tree that the 

fruit might fall: We unlock not the treafury 

that we might carry home h2ndtulls of Bounty. 

God cnclines to an ami«blc countenance, but 

there 15 none to intreat his face : he ofters em- 

braces but there's none to {ſpread out hands to 
Heaven: he is ready to rcdrets miſery but there's 

none fo pour out a complaint. He would pre ſerve 

us as happy creaturcs, but there's none to ſpeak 

good for the people. There is an Altar but the Sa- 

crifice doth not flame upon it. There are gold» 

en cenſors, but the odors do not (team out of 

them. God liltens, and none cries: He fits iu 

his Court of audicnce, but none make addre(- 

ſ-sto him. Open thy mouth wide and I will y pc8:.19. 
hill it (y ), but we would have it hlled without 
opening It thou wouldtt ſeek unto God be- 

times, and make thy ſupplication to the Al- 
mighty : It thou wert pure and upright, fſurcly 

now he would awake tor thee, and make the < 9-5: 
habitation of thy rightcoulnels to proiper ( z ). 

R 4 But 


Twepreova'enc; 
But we would hire God to awaken, without 
calling him up; and che habitauun to proiper 
without building it up wit. devotion, We 
have ſaplcls ſervices : our lips and Gods car 
arc at ag reat diltance, We would have mcrcy, 
but we do uot {ot our faces unto tie Lurd God, 
to ſcek by praycr and ſupplication, with talting, 
& {ackcloth,aud afhcs (2; we pcrith by liicnce : 
zcal ieemsto be at the laſt gaſp, and giving up 
the Gholt,tor there is nobrcatinng, out uf the cry 
(bh }, Th.cre 41C 110 tuch g,ults C(UMNC OUT Of Oiir 
1ps, as tormcrly, whic'y were wout to ſhake the 
r:0tcs of teruplics, We raticr live by our pults 
CICS, CUT braincs, tian by OLUr, p.A.tIt,O01», Our 
npucs: We PTrU} a, CoOnerive, conlu.t, contes 
deratc mightily but we donot cry mightily, We 
havc houl.s' without note, Churches without 
ontons, clolets without lament ations, Weep” 
gs, and waring. Wc hth tor pact; with 
OUt tis drop, + would brick open the calile,withe 
out {ctting this p<tad to the gate of it. We 
have much icarand indigency, but Intle tervens 
AT \V. [Care conhdcr chic prujcct Of OUT ICs 
queſts z our peritzons Might be takcn up tor 
trazzcs ; WE axe not intent, but deviating and 
unceſiantin our prayers, Very drowli. devott> 
©15S Cum from is 5 molt of our petitions arc mn 
Gud> account but watt paper, and at the lalt day 
hall never be teen hung, on the tile in Heaveus 
The wnterccfiion of our Lord ]ctus 15 a center of 
gold, and can we dulce him to oft.r up our 
drowlic prayers for incente? Orexpct, they 
ſhou'd pid, that are neither worded hy the 
23:POure, iudited by thecfpirit, nor (ſubſcribed 


by 
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ft | byablecdingheart.Ourpraycrs upbra:d our (pi- 
= rits, when we beg coidly tor tho'e tings, for 
'E which wc ovght to die. We arc more rcchlets 
'T | than the moit indevout ; var PTay.rs thew 
W- 5 witat an Oicitant, and torpilent pcople we are 3 
, for,wc mult Cairy all at thc pi C-14IyYC, Or WE 
H lay down our weapons : wedo not rally onr 
torces, and renew. the tight, O! what light 
p Skirmiſhcs do weule? How do we retreat up» 
Y on the tirit Juſts? Wedo vot hold up our hands 
[ till thcy be weary with M es nor with 7 :c 6, 
C wrefile til we obtain the bleſhng. We ny 
- bc {cnt away witha repullc, tor we picrce but 
[ taintly 3 and {mitten dead with curles, tor we 
a avert judgments ina very langinihing manner. 
c O tac devoiion were but ariiculate ! that rc» 

pentancc could but open her lips! and the penis 

tnt draw up all lis delves in this fhort Entry» 
. mem! what wonders night hc work ? God 
r.pented that hz made man, and refolv'd to de- 


(tzoy him trom tic tace of the Earth, yet when 
N-ab built ay altar, and pray 4 to hum, he tmelt 

a lavour ot rclt andftaid, I will nt a2ain exrſe 
the gr oend any more fir man's[ihe (e). He was i 
oucc fo difpleaf.d with his people, that he laid x © 
Hatly,I wil deliver you 19 mwe. yet when they ask- 
cd a dcliverer of him, tis foul was grieved for 
their m:{cry.on.l gave them 7 phtbab (4). Prayer 4 jud.1o. 
15 the pnitent's balijom. hs cit antidote, his 13 * 
principal engin, the butt mulick in God ear. It 
hat! been ric prop, protection, promotion of 
the (ants in all cxtreniaties. When nothing 
could rel:cye, prayer hath comforted , when 


nothing 
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Nothing could affilt, praycr hath ſupplyed. O 
how hath prayer calmed the tempcti of a trou- 
bled mind ? Put ſongs into the mourners lips ? 
acquitted the guilty ?juttthcd the linner? ſet the 
face whereby the foul might look right upon 
God? carryed it with boldne( to the thronc of 
grace?(cnt uplweet odours into God's noſtrils? 
How many have hled of the tetters of their tins, 
elcaped out of the keepers hands, ſhut up the 
mouth of hell, ſtood ſpotleſs among the pure 
and brighe (ſpirits, (hilled the noiſe of thunder at 
God's judgment (cat, unlocked all the chetts in 
God's trealury, trighted devils, exhilarated an- 
gels, cancelled bonds, cait inditcments out of 
the court, compremil'd diftercnc.s, reconcil'd 
mortal advcrſarics, carcd phrenhics, eaſed cons» 
Aids, filled the breaſts of diſconſolate fouls with 
extaſies, tetched penſions out ot Gods exche- 
quer, drawn the fſignet off his night hand toſeal 
Church grants to the faithtull, by the bencht of 
prayer ? When cities of refuge, the hornes 
oft the Altar were never {o ſecure. And 
what ſhall 1 morc (ay, for the time would 
fail me to tell of Gide-#, and of Deborab, and 
of Barac, and of Sampſ'n, and of Frphiba, and 
of Hinnahb, and of Fftber, and of 4b5rabam, and 
of Facob, and ot Lot, and of Moſes, and of Fo- 
ſhnab, and of David, and of Solomon, and of 
Hezekiab, and of Fob, and of Szmuel, and of 
7ehoſhapbat, and of the Protbers, and Apoſtles, 


7 veb.11. who through faith and prayer fubducd Kingdoms 


(4); wrought righteouſnels (e) 3 obtaincd pro- 
miles (f) 3 ſtopped the gyouths of lions (g); 
quenched 


OP, ow 's w 
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quenched the violence of tirc 'h) ; eſcaped the A 7, 
edge of the ſword 3 out of weakneſs were made ; 2 K.20.7. 
ſtroug (3) 5 waxed valiant in hght (k)3 turned w_ 
to flight the armics of thealiens(/) 3 prevented 7 52.7.9. 
(m) and removed Judgments (#);3 op«ned the ——__ 
womb (9), thc grave + p), the priſon (q), and 2, 
Heaven it (elf (r); divided 5), and healed the 10 
waters (t/; tay: d (2), and turned back the Sun &c. 
(w); tctchid duwn tire trom Heaven ' x), and ,,,-* 

Watcr out ot the rock ( zJintatuated z, ). wound» Ge.:g.zr 
ed ( a), deltroy'd their enemics (b), and turned —_ 
their wrath and fury into love and amity (c);3 915. 
unlocked ſuch {ecrets as palt che $kill ot the de- , "__ 
vil hinlclt {43 obtained wi{Jome (e), pardon &c 
(f'), and Heaven (-) 3 calt out (b), and van- Cann $ 
quiſhed the Devil (z)3 nemoved diicales ( k ' 06.4.0%; 


£ . I 
prolonged lit: (1) ; ratled the dead (m)3 de- 5 2 Kin, 9! 


- 


livercd trom the billy of Hell /n), and was "4 
; : 4 ; t Ex,15.25 
franilated into Heaven (vo). When God is re» vJefrto.12 
” , - , - d » e > S. I4., 
ſolv'd on a nations ruine, he ſhuts out their pett- 4... 
tions,denics their ambaſſadour audicnce,and will « r Kin.1s, 
4 Þ bo , : KEE . X 36, 
not (ufftcr his favorite prayer to (peak with him: | 4 
uſually carries things (o in his providence, thar 6. 
the praycrs ot his (crvants, (fo loth is heto go 5255 
againſt them) ſhall be wanting : either removes 2 Kin. 6, 
his Lyts into the mount, Icaving not any conſide- jc. 
rable number to ſtand inthe gap.ſoc that ng man 22.24- 
(comparatively ) tirreth up himſelt to take hold Ain 
of God : or ſo withdrawes the breathings of his 4 124.2.15 
ſpirit in their hcarts;that they are tallen intoa **,;, ., 


ttupour,benummedncls and deep fleep, when the Jartey; 
u.ts. 
13. £ Lu. 22.4". 43. Þ Ac.16, 16&c, ir1C,12.$, k Ac. 3. 6. 7. 116 3% $+ 
® j Kin. 17. 20, » Jon, 3, 2, © Heb. It. 5. | 
ſhip 


£62 . Thefrevalency. 
ſpip isin greatcſt davg.r. He loves prayer for 
the lake of the adove.te, who can do miracles, 
$ Fr.14.14 pt the nation may not be worthy to receive the 
#s Ge.:0, 
[tk ling (p ): He olten Makes their iniciceſſion 
Fx.4.9. the condition Of his mercy to others q \. Thiir 
4.2 wanted mercy may be [t-;pp:d, while thy praycr 
Jan-3-13- goes not to H.av.u lor ii. One faint may cbtain 
that by praycr for us, which ſoumetimes we can- 
» 1.2.8, not by pur own, (r). There fore not only 
'} 1.4.16. god ey in any great firuit call i 1 their help, 


then; 's ve litt with tum at this duty (s + but the 
-N " iched have ſolicited their prayers and company 
6 Gi as tiiſting to proſper butter tor their pre- 
LY "7. [cnce, and to tind mcrcy for their ſake more 


2 - ,, than their ovn. And when God intends to 
4 pgs - deliver a pceple, he drawes up their hearts to 
& >1..2 fſeckh'im(# ,asth:mcans to clict it w). Theres 
28. 24. fore, when he ttirs us up to ask any thing, 'tisa 


” 1-.23. r» good ſign he ;ntcnds to grant it; when he pre- 


Dag. . .. Þarcs our hearts to pray, he will cautec his earto 
- Fz.3s, hcar (x). When he doth not turn away our pray- 
th — er, he will not turn away his mercy fromus,y), 


» PFTo.r t7 Prayer rightly manag d, was never deny'd{z) 
4 "copy : * it ſhall rather work miracles, than return empty. 
r5, The wit that's farthfully asked is already granted 
25-2 jmmHcaven, The fpirit which ſearcheththe deep 
* r Cor.z, Things of God ( (z) helps our inhrmities, He 
!% mult deny himſclt in denying thoſe holy deſires 
himſclf puts jnto our hearts, He ſaith not ro the 

\ 1.45.19. (Ed of Fac, ſeck ye me in vain's). Never 
' anycameto his door that went away without an, 
almcs : as the word which gocth out his mouth, 
! tazt which gocth unto him, ſhall not return 
voidc 


is] 
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of repentance and pray r. F6z 
yoid but proſper 1n the thing witereto it is tent 

(b). He cannot d.vy us what our advocare * 1655-17 
hath purchaſed by his merit : whatſoever you 

(hall ask the fathcr jn my name he will giveic 

you! & ): fuch mult prevail as have propriety x ow 
in h1m : 1 w/ll look uvto the Lord; 1 will wait 

for the God of my 14lvation, my God will hear 

mei 4), One branch of the Covenant is to 11... 
bear ons prayers. He hath fealed and lubſcri» FC6.5.9. 
bed ſeveral promrſes as 4 many blanks, giving 

us leave to write on them any defice we plcate 

(e). What flocking would there be to an «pc, 
earthly Prince that would grant any petition? j> _ 

I am the Lord their God and will hear them es 
(f ). It two of you thall agree on carth, as IF 
touching any rbing that thiy (hall ask, it (hall | OD 
bedone for tham of my tather which isin Hea» / 72<-15-8, 
ven(g). ASK me of things to com :, concerns —__ = 
ing my ſons; and concerning the work of my 
hands, command ye ine (b), How much more * !C45.rr 
prevalent is their umportunity, thau that of 
children with their indulgent Father C 3 ) 2 iMat.7.rr, 
Theſe Heavenly favow iutcs have gained 

more for theralclves and others gratis by 4 

petition to their Prince at Court, in a morniugy 

than many trades-men that work hard all their 

lives. There's a fingular cthcacy, potency, prevas 

lency, I had almoli ſaid omnipetency iu prayer, 

The ctfeCtual fervent prayer vt a righteous man 

availeth rwch ; How mach the Apoltle tells us 

nvt, that's left ro God's grace and our 0Wn cx» 
pericnce 3 but he adds an inttance to contirm 


the 


22s 


w1 Jos, 
- 


= Gen,32, 
26.28. 
IC.45.1r. 
Mat.15, 
=y 


The Prevalency 
the truth of che propoſition , Elier was a may 


* Lubject to like pallions as we are ( prayers < 


ficacy is not from our worthineſs, but Chriſt's 
interccfſion, God's preſcribing the uſe of it, and 
his promilc to it ) and he prayed carnclily that 
it might not rain. and it rained not &c, (1), 
Did Chriſtians fruly know the Power they have 
is Heaven an1earth. nothing could dilcourage 
or ſtand againlt them. No wonder faith over- 
comes the world (m), if it overcome its 


* maker, and hc be outwreſilcd, and overpowred 


by it (x), that making a preſent cloture and 
drawing near betwcen God and the foul. When 
their prayers/bring not down the expreſs cr- 
rand'tor others, God is carefull his people ſhould 
not have the leatt ſuſpicion, that the denial 
precceds from any diſreſpect he hath to their 
perſvns or prayers He {omygtiines therefore 
givcs the thing detired, only changes the Sub- 
jeQ;. or grants to themſelves what he denies 
them tor others : what he denics Abrzham for 
IÞmael, he mikes vp abundantly in Iſaze ; D+ 
vid"; prayer tor his enemics, returned into his 


« P(, 25.43, Own boſome (0 ), One generation fows prayers 


for the Church, and another reaps the mercy 


prayed for. O the Bounty of our God, wh6' 


propoſes a mercy, and encourag.s us to leekit3 
commands us to» pray, ifſiits us in it, promitles 
audicnce, and voiuchates a gracious acceptauct; 
teaches us how, what to (ay, then giv.s u52 
Boon; prepares mercy, diſpoles our h-arts to 
pray, then cauſes iis car to hear. H- prevents 
them with bis bleſſing 3 doth tor them vetors 
ab.ia dantly, 
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abundantly above what they can ask or think: , 
(p)ſo liberal to them that he exceeds their mo- PLatpe 
dfy in asking and checks them for it z open thy 

mouth wide and I will fill it(q). Hitherto 4 Pſ.8:. 
have ye asked nothing in my name, ask and ** 

ye ſhall receive that your joy may be full ( r). r Je.16.24- 
He commonly gives thera their prayers with an 
overplusz not only what, but much more than 
they have faith or face to requeſt. Abraham begs 
Ibmael's life, God grants him that, and con» 
hrms his covenant with I/azc for a numerous 
polterity ( 5 ). 1ſaac prays tor a child, God gives, 
him ewvat once(t ). Facob defires but God's —# ay 
pals, under the Protection of which he might 3+-25-3- 
goand return ſafcly, with enough tood and rai- ** 

ment to keep him alive z God {cnds him home 

with two bands, who went out a poor figa* 

tive, having litrle belides his pilgrims ſtaff (p),  . , 
Henoh a+ksa fon,Gud gives her that with three 20.22, 
ſons and two daughters( rv). H*zeki1b begs I 
recovery from lickneſs, God gives + him that 1.30.8 2. 
with addition of titeen years (x). Soſ/mn 3%... 
uks wſdom, God gives him riches and honour &. = 
(y))} He not only caves the ſick, of the pallie , 45K: be 
but ſecures him a pardon £ ). And commends «Mlat.g.2. 
the Centurion for his taith, belides bealing his 

lervant( 2 ). The Prodigal detircs but to be as a 
a bired ſervant, the father readily beltows on ,, 
him the affefti-n and priviiedge of a ſon (b). The | 
women of (.anean begs a crumb ( lo muck as we 

throw to dogs ) Chiiſt gives her a childs por- 

tionz yea, pu.s the key of his treaſury into her 

wan hand, «ud bids her ſerve her (lf, Le it 
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296 The Prevalcney 
* Ate 15* wrrto thee (wen as thou wilt (c ). The King aked 
#Pr21.4, lite ot thee aud thou gavcit it him, cvcu length 
ot daics turever and ever ( d ). Chrilt gives his 
brethren not only as much food as they can 
carry, but their money m their facks,: and alſo 
his cup 11 Bunjamin's, 
—_—_—_— His Familiars procure anfivers, when (tran+ 
- Gggy g<1S [tuud out, yca even of Dom-ſticks ſome ar 
ration, WI emire: He that lay an Feſis's bolome could 
xcccive that incelligencs wnich was kept from 
£J*-13-23 the relt (;e), The better mens the greater grod: 
; luc! as have great faith, obtain what they wil 
F dfax.rs. (f ), They have ofteninet God as Abigaidid 
a Dirid, an4 moved him to put up his Sword, 
It any thing in tho world can perlwad: 
him to preſerve a nation, tis their prayers, 
It Mes will do according ta the word ot the 
Lord, He will du according to the wordet 
gEx.8.13: Moſer {g). BH you have faith as a grain of 
Mutitard fced, ye ſhall (ay unto this mountain 
remove hence to yonder place, and it ſhall re 
move, and nothing thill be impoſſible to you 
þ Viat.r7. (þ ). 'Tisa very extraordinary cafe, whicn ſuch 
_ "+ Favourite as Nob, Fob and Daziel, cannot de- 
Lt 4 liver 4 nation, bat only their own fouls (2 J, 
+ ** $0 that when he's reſolved to punitha people, 
and Julgment's inevitable, he is fain to bid 
& fe.r4.11.fuch not topray ( & 3 as if this was the only 
hinderance could b: made, and he could deny 
nothing to them he lovesg nor execute his herce 
t 42.93.16. wrath, vnle(s they let him alone (1). He coutd 
13 3got dettzuy Sodom wine Log was nit m_ 
| 
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dicate himſelf of his enemies, till taken car? of ,, Ge.c, 
his friend ( m }. He hath as it were obliged 12-25, 
his Poxer to their faith; By their prayers the al» 
mighty ( with reverence ) is bound to the peace, 
when he hath a quarrel with i115 people. Tney 
can overcome him, not only when he's well 
pleaſed, when any child may deal with him, 
but when he thunders from Heaven, cleaves the 
rocks, when Sca and Land quakesand trembles, 
and his wrath burns like hire fo that no man can 
come nigh him(n ). He then (cems to infent = E%i7 
with them, offers them c-mp ſition, 1 they will 
hold there peace, and fay nothing > he hircs 
them to be hilent (053 and cntreats them to 
let him alone, but they will not Ict him go with- —_ 
out a blefſing (-p ), tor as Princes they have |! _— 
power with God and with mcn, and have pre- © 
vailed even againlt a command ( q ) : May not 4 Ex. 22. 
we much more, who have no ſuch probibinon , 0. 
but are bi to pray ad promiſed to ſpeed ( ry Y 24> Je 
When the wheels of providence ftand Oill as it i 
were, praycr oylcs, and puts them in motion. 
The effulion of the (ſpirit of ſupplication, is the 
heſt happy token, preſage and intimation of ap- 
proaching mercy x ), tor it gives God the glory ; 1 croa, 
ot his Mercy, Pity, Power, Soveraigaty, and 17-25: 
univerſal providence over us and all things. 
obtains from him ſuch a frame-diſpoſition in 
the hearts of others. as may qualite them for 
eliverance ; carries him along with the means, 
that are proper tor it, without whom ſecond 
caules are of no yaluez but he can make any 
perſon a Phyſcian, any means a medicine, where 

$ him(clf 
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himfclf Rill joyn in the cure. He knows he ſhall 
have a revcnue of untcigned thanks and praiſe 
. for what comes in the way of prayer(t }; And 
tis the way, thy, to dire the cycs and hearts 
ot all to the tirſt cauſe that ſends and removes 
Judgments to make all that ſee how open hand- 
ed he is to his ſuppliants, turn beggars at his 
door( v ); yea tor the honour of his ſervants; 
that the wicked may ſee what eſteem he hath for 
their prayers, who are the Faveurites of Heaven 
and Pillars of the earth; and how much behold- 
ing they are to them for their ſafety and ſecyri- 
ty when all wordly -wiſdome, policy, and con- 
trivances can prevail nothing, for the prayers 
of a few poogs contemptible inconfiderable per- 
ſons to work deliverance, what an honour doth 
God hereby caſt upon them ? How little is their 
love to their Country, or that beholden to them, 
who to preſerve it, think it not worth their care, 
pains, Or afcrious defirc? Meer burthens and 
Catcrpillers ot the earthz that have mouths to 
conſume our comforts, not to beg or bleſs God 
tor them : but that they are good for nothing, 
15 not the worlt of them 'tis a ſmall thing that 
we want the h-lp of cheir prayers ( their f0- 
lIumucit devotions arc an abomination to God) 
:2n compariſon ot the m1:chict they do us, whoſe 
hvcs ar” a continu :l] impricaiion oft all manner 
ot plagues upon th.mſcives and place of their _ 
abode. A wiched min 15 a wicked creature, an 

dangerous; a pubiick cvil to the ſtate. Hedes 
ſcrvcs iil of thoic he never lived to ſec that he 
rwines and damas himſelk, is the leaſt part of his 
wicked nels 


1 
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wickedneſs : By the pwilt or infetiim of his ſiw 


( which is alwaics hurttul to the inner, often to 
poſterity ) he commonly draws vengeance on 
thouſauds:'tis they are the troublers ot Iſracl (w) 
Flabells Dizbili, & Fligells Detz, as ftudying, en- 
deavouring, acting, mecriting , and procuring 
miſchief; blowing the coals of contention a- 
mong men, and of Gods wrath, till ſct the 
Kingdom on a tlame. By the bleſſing of the 
wright the City is cxaltcd, but is overthrown by 
the mouth of che wicked (x). Scorntull men 
bring a City intoa ſnare, but wiſe men turn a- 
way wrath ( y\. Tis no ſmall ad vantage and hap- 
pines to have interclt in God's Favouritesz we 
receive from them erwe fuveurs though inſenſubly: 
next tO beir2 co2d, *t1s beſt being with thoſe that 
are ſo; It we be not buttered by their ex- 
ample, we are blcft by their proteQtion and 
company. It God ſmite many tor one ſinner, 
he will ſpare them tor a good man. A hypocrite 
was ſaved for Nvah's fake, but not one righte- 
ous (wept away tor company. God mult either 
ſeparatethe righteous from the wicked, or de- 
ſiroy the righteous with the wicked, or ſpare 
the wicked tor the fake of the righteous. It 
fares well with others for their ſake : Laban tor 
Jacob ( z ): Pharaoh's Court a1:d Kingdom for 
1h ( a ):T10 tamilies tor Noab(b): A City for 

t(c ); The King muſt ſee how he's engaged 
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27. 

4 GE. 39. & 
49. &c, 


toa Sojourner tor himſelf and his ( d). Saints *G* 


are the honclictt debtors we can deal with : 
They will pay us in our own coin: Thoſe that 
ſhew them any kinducts, are ſure to have God 

S 2 tor 
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tor their pzymaſlers, for *s thr way to turn 


over their & bis to God, aud engage him to dif. 

«: Tin. carge their (corcs {(e). Thylcrvice of our love 
two God's claldren, arc never thanklels: When 
we arc dead & 10tten,they ſhell live , & precare 
icfl1ngs to thole that uever knew, nor heard 
perhaps ot theu P:ogeniicurs. It we low good, 
ſucceſſion ſha'l reap it, and we tha!l be bappy in 
mating thum tv. Gcd loves to remember his 
anci:1.t mercics. To bc faithful with God, is 
the way tooblig:a world, even thoſe who are 
vnburn, and to entail bleſſings on ſuccc.ding 
g.cncrations. Such mighty charms are therc in 
picty, that cvenadcad Abraham 7 bail is taken 
tor a whole Kingdom, when ready to be laid up 
in thc chains of a perpetual captivity. God 1s 
ſaid to remember his Covenant with Abrabam. 
Ten would have ſaved two Citres. If acl a ble 
#16 19.21, fing inthe land of Afyrizrf). There's a time 
coming when the greateſt hill know their worth 

and cxccllency, aud cicave unto them : It (hill 


q poradhg come to pals, that tcv micn (hall rake hold out 
12.& 2.14. of all languages of the nations, cven thall rake 
-..., hold of the $kirt of him that 1s a }cw, ſaying, 
20.122o WE Will go with you tor we have heard that 
* $5417. God is with you (g'-'Tis they are the munition 


3; 
I Ge.r2.) and ltreng; h of a Kin pa m{( þ \; tor ticy (cck 
L_-693, fatty where *tis to be tound (3 > they have the 
PC.125.1, greateit courage kh ), the ſurcti promiſe» (l ; and 
m2 Kiny6. ' ſupplies ( m ), tor God 35 with them (n), and 
ap.  eXc*Pt he keep the City the ttates-men counſel, 
a, © The fouldicrs fight, the watchman waketh but 
4 0. , InVainCs ). Never any lirove with God, and 
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prevailed, except by F:c:b's way of wreſtling. 
Such are fenced with divine f:vour, though 
deſtitute of all humane ſuccour,whi.e none more 
naked than therr enemies, though clad in ar- 
mour. What's there advcriaries Sword and 
Fear, to going out ay uinlt them in the name of 
Holts (p). D.nid was faier wii: bis handtull in 
the cave than Sl in the camp, with his guard 
and army. Serxrity is, where there is true Fiety, 
though no Souldicrs, or thoug': the Souldic1s 
drew not a Sword (q\., The ſtrength of 
a nation lics not fo mucin in having prudent 
Colnſcllers, or nnghty armics, as ſtore ot luch 
as are the tarthtul ot the land (yr ). Their cnes 
mount beyond the Stars, patl5 through guards 
without rcliltance, open the gates ot Heaven 
without a Turn-key, get audience when none 
elle can be admitted, preſs into Gods privy 
chamber , f1| ake his Throuc, bind his hands : 
They command above, and rcign in Heaven ; 
God yields intuntely, it they cry mightily. They 
have the belt weapons, and hght by fauh more 
than others with all thuir forces: Their lilent 
prayers are more piercing 2nd prevaleut, than 
the molt roaring, ordnances; their zcal 15 able to 
conſume Captains and their httre<; their r1ighte- 
oulnels to rebate the edge of the ſharpeſt Sword 
ot their enemies, One fupplic tory ſhaft, is 
better than a quiver of arrows; a lingle Saint, 
than an army of Giants: Hecan do more by 
an ejaculation, than others by thcir Spears; and 
by entreating, the face of God,thau others by ga» 
thering of partics; by looking upwards, than 

S > others 
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others by plotting beneath, which the land of 
_ tound true, in the daics of their godly 
ings and Prophets. Abraham with his houf 
fhold-ſervants reſcues five captive Kings, from 
1®+.14,r4, four that were conquerors ( s ). How low did 
be beat the market tor S»dcm , brought it down 
to ten righteous. [lic pulth of Mſcs's prayer, did 
more than all the pikes of J/rael: and one 
: 2 King 6, Efiſp4 than three armics(t). Poor Fofiah when he 
17. "came tothe Crown tound the Kingdom tumb- 
bling a pace to ruine, yct becaulc his heart was 
{:t for God, He took lis bail tor that wretched 
peoplc, when they were even unter an arcli trom 
the Almighty, andcalmolt 2 the priſon door, 
And thr lafuty was as it were bound upin his 
lite, tor ſoon attcr his death all went to wrack 
among them. Rehboboam's walking im the way of 
David made hs Kingdom ttrong three years, & 
might longer, it be had not by tinning pulled it 
down on iumlclt & peoplc5ior his unhappineſs 1s 
dated tom the very time of his departing from God 
varhinn, (v)» 'Tisjtate intercſt to countenance and Cu» 
11.16.17, COUrage purc religion, and thoſe that practice 
& 12-U&C* jt ; no forts on the trontiers, or (tanding 
armics within are. ſo ſure a detence from 
forregin invation, and inbred commotions, 
Their tervent prayers and holy livcs do more for 
us, than our enemies combined powers and po- 
Iicies can againlt us. Indeed they only have true 
publick ſpirits. The principal effect of religion 
upon the toul is, to withdraw us trom the love 
of carnal (elf (which contracts mens cares and 
delignes to themlelves as the center) and what- 
locvcr 
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ſoever makes for its gratification 3 and implants 
in u$a Pure and fervent love for the bleſſed God 
as the pattern and authour of all perfe&tion, and 
our only ſatisfying portion, whom to know and 
love, imitate and obey, isthe great riches and 
honour, good men arc ambitious of. Their 
happineſs is placed in that which aftords no 
monopoly, or matter of contention. Hence natu- 
rally flow thoſe qualifications which exatt 
their poſſeſſours to uncontincd, enlarged ſpirits 
imitating their heavenly Father whote bounty 
and providence is unlimited and univerſal) : 
longing and labouring to have others poſleſt ot 
the ſame felicity they have tatted of, and 15 not 
diminiſhed by communication. Thcir pleaſure 
increaſes with their. participators, and to do 0- 
thers good is one part of their happineſs. Their 
knowledge, love, and comtormuty of their na- 
ture to God, neccſlarily enclincs to love his 
mage ; thoſe that bearit liveliett, he cleavesto 
with greatclt dearnc(s: is hill'd with defignes for, 
and delight in their good 3 and becomes a lover 
of all man kind, as on them remaines ſome- 
thing of God (which calls for our regard) 
and is fincercly, affectionately delirous they 
may attain that dignity and happinels:their na- 
fure1scapable of. They take to heart the ſtate 
of the whole world : how compallionatly do 
they think of the (ad condition of poor Heatber's 
that live under the tyranny of the devil 3 (tran- 
g<rsto God and Chrilt > How do they long 
and pray for the Goſpel among them? How 
dceply affeted with the Churches miſcries in 

> 4 any 
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any part of the carth? That groane under the 
eftects ot 1gnorance, idolatry, and cruelty ? 
How hcartiily do they ſympathize with thoſe 
in bondage to Twrk or Poje? How affecio- 
natly do they bewail the divitions, diforders, 
decaycs of religion here among, its protc ſors? 
Thelc are matter of their daily lamentation; 
with tearcs, and greancs they repreſent them 
before the God of mercy. How much more the 
miſcrics ard ciftempers ot the land of their Nati- 
zity, being, ever b:tore their cycs, muſt necds 
mane the decper imprettion on their hearts? 
The ſins of all min arc their grief, but their 
rightcous foules arc cipeciaiy rexed with their 
anlawtul decds among, whom they dwell (w), 
They have greet bcavincts2and continual forrow 
of heart, aud arc pleading, inttantly for xe- 
drcfit [0 bn and {uit ing ind 1m:0rc de firous 
ther proſper? ty, \Ran thor own x). Evenlor 
the @if:crioi.s that come on their neighbors 
and country mn thicy {ympathizc & arc greatly 
| ciihible much 1nC1C thcy lay tO beart their ſens, 
which they kiow to bu fo provoring to God, 
{o fatal ro :t:vc tmmncr, and thc deliruction 1t mc- 
1119 and pretay,cs. O what a burthen 15 1t, to 
their ſpirits, to fee a nation mer-run WH a* 
theme, init ity, crrour, aud prophancls, fel 
low: crcatur: 5 endu.d wich reaſon and pro- 
tiling rc! PG, ITT TRACT! aticd and lirite, Op* 
vrofiung, YAINg. d:tiro ying, one another ? How 
tan would they tuch nulcarriages were remo* 
ed, and izuth and peace, charity, and Godlt 
acts brovgitt in their ficad. Others good, 15 
their 
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their great plcalure 3 the converiion of on: ſ1n- 
ner, 45 matter of joy to them, as to the angels 
in Heaven 3 mach more, when the golp.1 ob- 
taines a free courſe and happy fucc: fb, the word 
of the Lord profpcrs in the hands ot his (crvanits, 
and rightconlacts flourtih.s in the holy, peacca- 
ble, blamclcls lives ot protcffors. Yea, fo 
large hearied are that they.as they are [otic tous, 
not only tor the pretcnt, but ſucci ding ages 3 
hat the fame puvilcdges and bluliags #; 
dilcend and be kcpt among, tticni, Har 

mition, Wiich abounds with mcn of tt41is « : 

Int ſpirit, They'e much miltaken, who tan 5 
chiet and only fircogth to conlitt in mon y+, 
pclicy of Stutes-men, valour of c mmaners y at. 
lzok on go» mcn, wm law placcs, as a cov'ump + 
tible uſclf5 fort of perfous : thy diſcern not 
the ſecret mighty wituence they bave pon thoſe 
yery affairs, whercot they think the nfclves 
{ole maſters 2nd dilpulcrs, and how little good 
they could do without then concurrance. Had 
they beheld E!jzbh walking with his mantle, 
they'd have ſcarce thought he dcterved that 
bigh title the man ot God puts ugen him, my 
Faiher, my fether, the Chari of Tſracl, and the 


borſe- men there f (y/. - Truc Chriltians, arethe y 2 Kin.2, 


belt, protitableli ſubjects, having, ſerious, hearty, 
conliant Qchres and ab'lities of doing, good, laid 
out and improved mn diligent endeavours. What 
though they ne ver tiudyed polit chr, and have too 
much {implicity to apprehend the deep reaſons 
and intrigues ot ſtate, 10 untit to he made privy- 
eounſellers to thyir own, or ambaſladours to a 
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forreign Prince; yet they know what moſt Achi» miſ 
cophel's little think of, that ſin is the moſtdan- | fant 
gerous inderminer of the Kingdomes fafety; wh 
that they mightily Ririve againli, and all the hav 
fatal eficcts ot it. Thcir prayers go daily on (6. 
Embaſſy in behalt of the land, to the ſoveraign Ta 
majeity of all the world, in whoſe hands righ 
arc the hearts of Kings, who orders and a St 
over-rules all ataires 3 that he would counſe, Abe 
dircct, and proſper them. The ſimpleſt of them, w_ 
if call'd to the coxnſe] board, would advice to pefi 
make Go4s plory the end, and his word tbe we | P* 
ef all adminiſtration, which if p:t in praftice, | V? 
would be tound more advantagyous, than all ſer 
Machiviiian (ubtilties. What though ſome of dil 
them are fo weak, that thy cannot weild a 
ſword 3 ſo poor, tat chcy cannot ſend ſoaldiers 
of their own coli? The very lifting up of Moſe!'s ahi 
feeble hand, did more to dilcomtit Amaltk, the 
than the ſtrength and weapons of the whole ar- 


my 3 and when the little city was fo ſiraitly ar 
v1.15, Delieged by a great King, one poor man deli- ry 
m4 vers 1t (z). - 
How un How wnthankfully doth the world repay this kinds re 
required. Meſs? They ſcorn, contemn, maligne thoſe, _ 
to whom they owe their happineſs. They canneas ſs] 

ther abide, nor be ſafe without tham They look .| \* 

on them as their grcat baurthen, who are the dee 

only bail God takes when thcir nation is under | 

his arrcſt, and rail on thoſe who are a wall aC 
untothem night and day, They c:nnot afford lr 

them {0 much as a good word, who are very -. 

| 


gocd to them, and they are yot hurt, _ 
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miſs they any thing as long as they are conver- 
fant with them (a ). Though thcy know 
what one word (Aha! ) colt, yet had they rather 6. 
have the blood of a Saint, than halt a Kingdom, 
(b.) and would pay a great hne ( ten thouland 
Talents ) to have them dettroyed (c). The rem 
righteous 15 an abomination to the wicked 3 "tis c Eſt, 3.9% 
a Seti every where {poken againſt, Cain will kill 
Abel to the end of the world. The ſupports 
are the troubles of T/rael( 4 ). Away with thele , _ 

_ ; uy d r Kin 

tent fellows, it 15 not hit, not tor the King *, 18.5, Y 
profit, that they thould live {e). With what *E-38. 
wonder and care do we look upon and pre- racy + 
ſerve other things, with what contempt and 
diſdain do we? in extremity overlook theſe? 
How weary of injuring other things, with what 
violence do wc puth at theſe? Is there a more 
dying groan among you, than the negle& of 
thele? a (hriller yell, than th« paſſionate cries 
of theſe oppreſſ.:d ones? There is Royal blood 
running in ther vains3 "tis dangerous medling 
withthem, and no better than (pilling Chriſt's 
bloud , is that of his mwmbers; his heart is 
exceedingly taken with them, and (ct upon 
them, they are his Jewels ( f') and the nation's; f Mat.3-1 
ts luſtre and exceller.cy,it thines only while they 
are prcſent. Statcly tabricks are but dim and 
dead enligns to that beauty and adorn of their in- 
nocent lives. Prophanc(s ſhames and annoyes 
aCity more than all its ſinks and dunghils 3 and 
far worſe than breaches in our walls, build- 
Ings halt levelled, and our monuments defa- 
&d But theſe leave no ſtench but a blefling 

behind 
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behind, and pcrfume every place where they (et 
thejr foot. All good taings are promiſed, and 
primarily iatended them 3 the earth is givento 
the mcck, and Heaven to the poor 1n ſpirit; 
for the wicked what is there own, but bell (gp 
The $7 thincs on the barren ground tor the ſake 
ot the fruitful the tarcs arc preſerved ; and 


k Mat,r3, watered becauſe ot the good (<cd ( h ). Why 
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then do you ſtrip your rooms of your hang: 
ings? Tramplc upou your tre2turc?Abaſe and 
vilitic your ftock? Why fo malicious and crue|, 
not to them only, but your nation, and betray 
and haftcn its ruine mor. than abul« them, who 
can only refilt aſſaults and purchaſe redem- 
ption ? Againſt whom do you thoot your veno- 
mcd arrews? Why will ye run the hazard of 
damning your fouls, rather than not fling a 
daggir at the apple of Gods cye(i)? How 
* darc you profeſs the name of Chriſt, and hate 
his nature in the Sain's? Call him yourhead 
yet rend and tcar his body ? Your Sovetaign, 
yct peſecute his taithfullelt ſubjutts ? Beat and 
detiroy them as wrapt up in the bare skins of 
preciſe tanuticks &c? Bow at the name of | 
tits, While you pierce him in the members? 
Many good works have they done for you, for 
wiichot them do you perfccutc and ttone them 
(k j* Shall evill be recompenſed for good? 
and a pit digged tor them, who {ſtand betore 
God to ſpeak good tor you, and to turn away 
his wrath from you (l)? Sanall they die who 


: 19413 25, have wrought fo great {alvation in England 
» rw {s, 2 Why muft thele worthy champions that 


ſtep 


How unworthily re-x'ted. 
ſepinto this ſinking Cavcto uphold ic with their 
ſhoulders.tind that to be their S-pulchre, which 
they luppoſ.d ſhould have bee: their ſhelter ? 
what trenzie poſicfl-s you, to pull away the 
props,to drain the city of its guares,todeſtroy the 
forts and bulwarks ot detercc when an enemy 
comes to bclicge it * What do men mcan to cut 
down the boughs on which thcy ftand? To 
haſten the1r own dettruction ? Arc they weary - 
of their fatety? Do they ak to be ſhaved of their 
trength? Little do they think chat while they 
injurc themsthey do the greateſt injury to them- 
ſelves . They are every moment beholden to 
them; and owe their txreedom and reprieve trom 
hell and ruine, next to God's patience, to their 
praie.s, Suchas erdeavour to dcltroy their 
perſons and hindcr their prayers, do ( whatſo- 
ever they intend or pretend } what in them 
lies, to ruine us by pulhng, down the Fillars that 
upholds Church aud State. To liop, corrupt, 
or trouble thoſe fountains which are a conanon 
benefit co ſerve a whole Town, 1s a wrong to 
allthat have thence their water. TA.ke heeed of 
provoking againſt you their prayers, c{pccially 
God's Prophets; it their filence had been a fad 
omen, what are their imprecations ? | he gric- 
ring of Moſes and Eli :r's (pirits.colt 1(ra:! dear. 
Lechariab's praycr at thedding his bloud, the Lord 
lo% upMmit ond requite it | brought on them the 
milcries of Babyl»4, and was not tully avcnyed 
till their utter ruine( » ). Were it not that he re- 
gards the preſence of his ſervants that ſojourn 
with vs, he would not with any gracious aſpect, 
Jook 
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How unworthily requited. 


look towards vs, nor fce us, (o ). The 
lols of a good man , chictly a good minilter, 
eſpecially, 1n bad times, is a jult ground of deey 
forrow /p) 3 wo is me, for the good man 
is periſh:d out ot Earth ( q ) h:Ip Lord 
for the Godly man , ceafcth, tor the faith: 
full fail from amony, the children ot men (r); 
we may well myuurn when they are taken away; 
our glory is dcparting,: there 1s Ike to enſue 
{ome great evi/,on the ablence of fo great a god 
(s ). They arc fuch a bl-ſ;ng where they live, that 
they (cldome tall, but the carth ſhakes under 
them, Whcn God chambers his children in 
the grave, tis commonly a prognottick of an ap- 
proaching fiorm (t), "Tis they that con- 
tinuc happincts toa nation, and carry it along 
with them. When the corn 15 houſed, the beaſt 
arc turned into the fie/4, and tbat into an high 
way, when the hcdy, 1s troden down or re 
moved. When the building of the Charch is te 
mſhed, this Scaffold thall be taken down and 
the Theatre of the world, when they have done 
ating. God will fre the houſe about our cares, 
when compleated the number and rcmoval of 


' his Jew<cls. The phari/es were troubled with cbrift 


2. they thought b;m a thorn in their tide, and that 


thy thould never be well, till he was gone (»), 
upva which Chriit tells them, yet a little white 
am I with you, and1I 70 unto him that ſent mt: 
thy needed not fo be fo hatty, (o carnelt to get 
lum gone, poor foulcs, they thould want him t00 
ſoon 3 and ſhould ſeck him, but thould nor find 
him \ thougn they would gladly ); tor in thett 
g')- 
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Solemn humiliation 


enſuing calamity, they ſhould miſs of their pro- 
miſed Meſiah. Still the world ſtands for their 
ſake, for whom t'was- preſerv'd 3 elſe hre 
ſhould conſume that, which could not be 
cleanſed by water. Were it not for a very {mall 
remnant, we ſhould long ſince have been as So- 
&m,and like unto Gomorrah (w). Their preſence 
and prayers, will procure mercy, it there be any 
place for it (x). 


Solemn humiliation for our 
nations ſins. 


. Nd now my ſoul what remaines but that 
thou enter into thy cloſct; thut the door a- 

bout thee 3 ſee thy ſelf as in his preſence who 
ſeth in {ecretz bug his affiltance z with all (o- 
lemn ftrictneſs, faithfulneſs and brokennels of 
ſpirit, rip open and ranſack, decply enquire in« 
to aud review the vilencls of thy heart aud liſe : 
lowill appear thy own hypocrite in crying out 
againſt ſuch parties or perſons, (uch abuſes, gr 
eruptions in Church and jt.zte, as the cauſe of 
miſery, and not f{initing upon thy own thigh, 
laying, what have | done or omitted ? rcpre- 
ſent thy fins with all their heightening circum- 
ſtances and aggravations, till (o ſenlible of the 
hainous nature of the leaſt ſin, that thou canſt 
not conceive any [uttering (uited to its demerit, 
but wrath eternal 3 and apprehendeſt not only 
thy contributing to our prelent calamities that fo 
many lyc under in part tor thy ftas, but that it 
the 
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So)cmn bumiliation 
the reſt of the nation hal been like thee, *twould 
{ure erc this have buen utierly deſolate. And hav: 
ing judgcd and condemned,luatiied aud abhord 
thy (clt, and rep-nted 1n dutt and athes; and 
fucd out thy pardon 3 that thine intquities may 
not help to h:lup the mcaſurc of England,ys : 1m- 
prove thy utmott intercli 1n God tor it, mourn- 
ing tor the tins, and interceding for the lafcty of 
if. 


My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my 
very heart my hcart maketh a noiſe within 
me, I cannot hold my peace, b.cauſe thou halt 
hcard, O my foul, the ſound of the trumpet, 
the alarm of war, dcttruction upon deliruCtion 
15ciicd, tor the whole land is ſpoiled (Cy); the 
remnant that arc {elt of the plague are 1m great 
aſlli-tion and rcproaciz the walls ot the city arc 
broken down, and the gates thereof burnt with 


s Xc.1.3-4 tire z ). | will (ct my tace unto the Lord 


(32d, to ſeek by prayer and ſupplications, with 
taliing, and ſackcloth and aihcs 1 will tall upon 
my kaccs, and iprcad out my hands, and weep 
and mourn, and pray unto the Lord my God, 
and make my conteflion and (ay (.2),O my God! 
*-4-[ am athim:d an4 bluſh to litc up my face to 
thee, my God forour inquiries are encreaſed 
over bur had, an4 our ereſpatſis are grown 
up unto the Heavens fince the day.s ot our tathers 
have we been in a great treſpits. unto this day 
and for our iniquitics, have wr, our Kings and 
our prieſts been delivered unto the /wo 4, to the 
/ligne, and to fire, and toa joz/, and to con 


fuſun 
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for the nation's ſins. 


ould | fuſron of face as it is this day (b)., > Bar, 20. 
hav- 

ord We have reafon to fear our end is come b<fore yniverc 
and thee, and that thou wilt deſtroy us with the land, lity of #n. 
may for all ſorts of men have corrupted 1brir wayes (6). © -—_ 
im- By ſwearing,and lying, and killing, and cal- 

urn- ing, 2nd committihg adultery we break out, 


y of 2rd blood toucheth blood (d). Pride, fillnefs 4 H0-4-2+ 
of bread, and abundance of idlenc(s is in us, 
neither do we ſtrengthen the hands otthepoor:we 


' my ate haughty. and commit abuminations betore 

thin thee ; neither hath Syd4»xx or S:mariz commutted 

halt half of our fins 3 but we have multiplyed our a- 

pet, bominations more than they ; and have juſtitied 

tion our lifter nations in all our abominations which 

the we have done (e).Alr ! finfull nation,a people la- —— 
reat den with iniquity, a fced ofcvil doers, children 

are that are corrupt. The whole head is ſick, and 

vith the whole heart faint: from the fole of the 

ord foot, even unto the head there is no ſoundneſs 

with nit, but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying fiC1.4.5, 

pon forces; f) we are all asan unclean thing, and all © 

reep our righteouſneſles are as hlihy rags : and we all 

30d, do fade asa leaf, and our inquities like the 

50d! wind have faken ts away : and there are 

e to hone that call upon thy name , that ftirr 

afcd up them ſelves to take hold of thee; though 

"wn thou hatt hid thy face from us, and conſumed us 

hers b:cauſe of our iniquities\g). 

lay 3 8 1C6 4.63, 
and Onr nobles are rebellious, and companions Cera 
the of evil doers (b). They bid dctiince to thee, # 161-22; 
cor | Wtwitkſtauding all ſacred folema promiſes, 


ujion T bonds 
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$1.5-5. bonds and obligations to obedi-nce (i): yea, they 
put tar away the evil day, aid cauſe the ſeat of 
violence to come near 3 they tltretch themſelves 
upon their coucaes and ſpend their time in mirth 
and vanity, but they are not grieved for the 

k am.6.3 afliction ot Feſepb{k therefore mayeſt thouabhor 

_ our exccllencics, and hate our palaces, and re 
move our banquets, and deliver up our land, 
with all chat 1s therein, 


wah Þ Onr Muygiſtrates bear the ſword in vain : they 
"ay __ are not terrors to evil docrs, nor encouragers 
of thoſe that do well ({). All manner of wick- 
cdne(s reignes without reſtraint, and withcon- 
nivance. National impictics arc not punilhed 
by thoſe who arc for that purpole intrutted with 
power and authority. None calls for judgment, 
nor ſtandeth up and exccutes it, that our plagues 
"PC::6, May be ttaied (m), but arethem(clves guiltyof 
zo. God provaking abominations. The wicked 
walk on every lide, for the vileſt of mzn areex- 
altcd (n), Therefore mayſi thou take the (word 
into thy own hajnd,6 bring upon us our own int 
quities, cut 'us off in our own wickcdacls 3 be» 
cauſe nove riſe th up for thee againlt che evil do- 
ers nur (tandeth up for thee agaialt the workers 


£ * « . 
23, © ot iniquity (9). 


* P(.42.8, 


Miniters Mine hcart within me is broken, all'my bones 


fans. 


ſhake becaule of our Teacvers: Huw many of 
them vitious, bruitiſh, commit uncleanaels, 
fill themiſclvecs witu firongdrina, prophane thy 
holy things, put no ditterence between - 
CicaN 


for the nation's ſins. 


clean and unclean, walk in lics, look to their 
own way , every one tor his gain trom his quar- 
ter? They have not gone up into the gap, nei- 
ther made up the hedge for us. Greedy, igno+ 
rant , 1dle, fons of Belial, that know not the 
Lord 3 their fins arc very great bc fore thee, for 
they cauſe the people to nauſcate and abhor the 
offering of the Lord, therefore mailt thou fay, 
they ſhall uot proſper, and all their flocks (hall 
be (cattered ( p ), 


The Kingdom of God may be taken from us 
aud given to a nation bringing forth the fruit 
thereot, for our itching cars, ſlighcing, loathiug, 
prejudices, contempts, ſcottags as tothy Word 
and Minilters, What rovings, lightneſs, vain 
diſcourlings, prophancſs, in the place and time 
of thy worthip ?. neglect of, carelcſs, perfunt- 
ory, drowlic, irreverent, unbclicving, untract- 
able addreflcs to and attendance on thee ? with 
iff necks, uncircumcited hcarts, retiiting the 
Holy Ghott, not examining, remembring, pon- 
dering over,talking ot,practicing what we hear? 
deſpiling thee, by defſpiting them thou halt lene? 
not prizing, praying, pruting thce for them ? 
unhumbled for the want ot tnem, niggardly to 
them, not cltecming them tor their work's ſake? 
$0 that the daxcs may come that thou \maiſt 
lenda famine of the word ; and we may wan* 
der from Sea toS-a.and from thc North even un- 
to the Ealt, and run to and froto ſeck the word 
ot the Lord, and ſhall not tind it ( q ). 

T 3 O what 
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O wb it failings in our ſeveral relations? | Su. 
periors |, not modeſt, ſober, diligent, upright, 
witc, exemplary in their carriagez not dom 
{» much good as the advantage ot their abilt- 
tics and places require 3 but abuling chem to 
ſcorn, pride, oppreſſion &c. | Inferiors }, not 
humble, ducitul, thanktul, ſubmitting tor con- 
ſcience fakes bur diſdaining, flattering, irrevers 
encivg their Superiors. How many come toge- 
ther upon baſc ends? How tew marry only in 
the Lord? or live together as one fl:th? whoſe 
only itritc 1s, how they may plea'e thee and each 
other? What n«cgleds, j2rrs, contentions, bla- 
zoning of inhrmuties, occaſions of trouble, jea+ 
loutie, diluffection in tamilics? | Husbands |, 
not behaving thcmicives as the head, to govern 
mitcuct, cherith their wives 3 but churliſh, fret- 
tal, bumorlvime, imperious, not rcjoicing 
in the wite ot their youth, nor loving them as 
Chritt the Church. | Wives |, irreverent, un- 
quict,unchaſt, torſaking, the guide of their youth, 
and fogetting the Covenant ot their God ( r ), 
deſpiling their Husbands in their hearts (2), 
not helpers but hindercrs ot their good, not 
fubzect tn every thing as the Church to Chnlt, 

t ) nor adorn themſelves as the holy women 
in o'd tnne (#). | Parents |], humoring, cock- 
cring, indulgent to thur children in vice 3 not 
educating inltrudting, chaſtiling, prayiug, pro- 
viding tor them as they ought. | Children ', 
not loving, rcvercncing, ſubmitting, thanktull; 
bat dilobedicn', 1to.t, rebellious, un natural , 


{ters 
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fters ], not carcful in dircting, governing, pu- 
viſhing,redrefſing diſorders, examining, conter- 
ing with, encouraging, rewarding thole over 
whom God hath made them overſecrs. | Scr- 
vants ], ſeorntul, ſawcie, refractory , an{wer- 
ing again, diſparaging, flothful, improvident, 
detrauding, untaithtul, cyc-fervants, not ob<di- 
ent with tcar and trembling, in finglenets of 
heart, as unto Chriſt, How few walk with 
gravity, circumſp.tion, and a pertect heart in 
midſt of thcir houſe; but by lightneſs, vanity, 
and unſcemly carriage make themſelves vile, 
and breed in others cont.mpt of thy ordinance? 
that labour to bring up in thy t.ar, thoſe com- 
mitted to their charge? that reſolve and cndea- 
uour they and their houſe will {crve the Lord? 
We have cauſe to fear thou wilt pour out thy 
fury upon us amongſt whom are fo many that 
know thee not, and tamilics that call not up- 
en thy namic. 


In the law, O-the neglcs and evalions ! the Lawyers, 
fraudulent tricks and dclaies! the partiality mens was, 
and injuſtice ! the cruclty and oppreſſion ! the 
lovers of brib:s, and followers atter rewards! 
Judgment is turned into gall, and the truit of 
righteouſneſs into hemlock w). In our deals ® Ant. 
ir, O the lyings,and deceiving! the unlawtaul, 
anmerciful advantages, and over-rcaching! the 
untaithfulnets and diſhoneſty!the ſophiſtications, 
adulterations, wicked protcltations! we do not as 
we would b: done by 3 but go beyond and dce- 
fraud our brother. In our Shops arc treaſures 
T 3 ot 
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of wickedne(s, and the ſcant meaſure, the wick 
e&ballance, and the bag of deceit, unrighte- 
oyſ{ncls lodges 1n our land , that was full of 
Judgment; our lilver is become dro(s, and our 
wine mixed with water, Therctore maiſt thou 
{mite thy hand at our diſhonett gain, and make 
us deſolate, becauſe of our ſus. 


Yea, amongſt thoſe t9at profeſs thy name, how 
few depart tron juiquity? O what pride, |» 
ſcivioulneſs , untaithfulnefs, variance, anger, 
|< -0_yps-ongjn emulation, wrath, cnvy, 
atred, malicc, anjmolitics, divitions, mutual 
upbraidings, fſiandcrings, talc-bearings , defa> 
mings, diltration, railing, evil (urmiſings, 
perverlc diſputings, frothy, vain, corrupt com 
munications, deipiting Dominions, ſpeakinge- 
vil of dignitics, not ot the things that make tor 
peace, and things wherewith pnes may edihe a» 
notbcr, formalicy, {uke-warmnel(s, hypocrihe, 
comp'iance with the fins of the times! How 
few are cruciticd to the world? that fſcek it 
with a holy indiff.rency, and refcrve their zeal, 
and hotteſt endeavours tor thee? O where are 
the humble, mcek, paticnt, (elf denying, (ym 
pathizing,, ſubmillive, Heavenly tollowers of 
our gr:cious, tender hearted 4 compaſſionate 
Lord ? That contider one another, to provoke 
one another unto love, and to good works! 
That ſuffctently reprove, mourn for, affilt a: 
gainft fin ? With iaſenlible ſpirits we complain 
of the hardneſs of others, that we arc therefore 
wnht for mcrcy, not conlidering, were notour 
hearts 
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hearts bzrd, others might not be ſoz could we 
bewail their hard-heartednef(s before thee with 
broken hearts our f{clves, who knows, but thou 
might mollitie theirs, and prepare them tor de- 
livcrance? How few put on, as the cle of God, 
bowels of mercy, kindneſs, charity , giving, 
forgiving z forbcaring one another * We have 
a form of godlineſs, but deny the power of it. 
We bring unto thee vain oblations; and offer the 
blind and the lame, and the ſick for Sacrifice. 
Wefaltand pray, hear and receive, but do we 
do it unto thee? How many take up religion 
meerly to get gain? and pretend thy glory, to 
accompliſh their baſe deſigns, by reaſon of 
which the way of truth is evil ſpoken of? we 
have left our firſt love, and loſt our former fer- 
your, ſtrictneſs, and courage /in thy ſervice. 
Wo unto us that thus provoke thee to depart 
from us; to ſpue us out of thy mouth, and to 
remove thy candleſtick out of-its place; for 
through us, the name of God is blaſphemed a» 
mong the Gentiles. 


Ohow much' ignorance, error, infidelity, a+ tnfruicfuls 
theiſm, prophancts in a land of light? We have "+ 
line upon line, Precept upon Precept, thy word 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; but we ſhut our eyes, 
deafen our ears, mock and abuſe thy Ambaſſa- 
dors, loath our ſpiritual Manna , caſt thy law 
behind our backs, and hate to be reformed ; 
neglect and abuſe thy ordinances, hblaſpheme 
that holy name whereby we are called, ſcanda- 
lize our proteſſion, and make it as eminent for 
T0 Vice 
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viceas it hath been and thould be for yertue, 
We call our ſelves Chizſtians, and commit ſuch 
EnO1mous crimes, as arc not once named among 
the heathens. We ſo little retain the power, 
that we cali off the very form of Godlineſs ; de- 
nying the Lord that bought us and nat only 
think, but lay there 15 n9 God. So that thy 
wrath may ariſc againſt thy people, till there be 
naremedy (x), and we reap nothing of our 
Chriſtianity but the guilt of our apoltacy, and 
that ficry indignation which awaitcs thoſe that 
love darkneſs rather than light, trample under 
Fovt the ſon of God, do deſpite unto the ſpirit of 
gracc, and accouvt the bloud ot the covenant 
whereby we arc ſanGtiticd an unholy thing : for 
the Earth which driukcth in the rain that com» 
eth oft upon it, and bringeth forth thorncsaud 
briers, in ſicad of bcrbs mcet for him, by whom 
Jt i5 dreſſed, is vigh ynto curling, whole cnd is 


to beburncd y }, 


We may juftly fear thou wilt depopulate our 
land,that it may cnjoy its ſabbath;,tor our ſpend- 
Ig thine 1n floath and drowlincls,vanity,tedious 
dicffings, idling in our doors, fireets, fields, 
ſports, recreations, tavernes and ale-houſcs, 
braring of burthcns, following, our callings, vail 
d\[courles, tcdious. longings, ſaying, what a 
wcarinel(s is it? when will the fabbath be over, 
that we may buy and ſell and get gain ? In ſtead 
of turning away our toot trom the tabbath, trom 
doing our own plcaſurc 0: thy holy day, calling 
x a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 

anc 
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and honouring thee, not doing our own wayes? 

nor finding our own plealvre, nor {peaking our 

own words; but wholly employing and im- 

proving it according to the nature, uſe and 

ends ot it. So that tor our not hearkening unto 

thee to hallow thy S.1Lbsths thou maylbkindle a 

hrein our gates which (hall devour our palaces, 

and ſhall not be quenched (z). "IA 
For the 1n1quity ot our covctouſneſ7 was thou je,r7 x5. 

wroth and (mote us (4a); yet O how few whole Covetouls 

converſation is without it, and arc content with 5 C0909 

{uch things as they have (b) ? From the lcalt of 

us even unto the greatelt, every one 15 given un» | 

fait, O ! what continual cares, carping, and ' A 

(craping, cager thirltings, fludious contultatt- 

ons, carnelt prolccutions, unwearied uninter» 

rupted paines attcr the world ? enlarging our 

dclir.s hke hell and the grave, never laying, i! 

is enough? worlhiping, and ferving the 

ereature, more than the Creator, God blcfſed 


'for ever ? What griping,rigour and oppreflion ? 


What extortion and unlawful uſury? What 
hard hearicdnels, ſhutting up vur bowels of 
compaſſion, uot ſtic.ngthening, the hands of 
the needy (c), grinding the taces of the poor, _ 
making advantage of their neceſlitics, expoling o_ 
them to. nakednets, in ficad of cloathing them? 
The hire of the labourers, and the pay of poor 
tradeſmen, which are of us kept back by 
fraud, cricth, and the cryes of them which have 
earned, "are centred into theeares of the Lord of 
labbath ; fo that we may weep and how! for our 
mileries that ſhall come upon us(4). @ Ja.5. 1.4. 
It 
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f Ho. 5.5. 


b De 25, 
$0, 
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Solemn humiliation 


If pride gocth before deſtruction and an bangh- 
ty ſpirit before a fall (e),ours teſtihe to our face, 
therefore we ſhall fall in our iniquities( f\). 0 
the vain, ſwelling minds, the lofty eyes, the 
haughty gallants, the pride of heart, hair and 
apparel], the painted, ſpotted, phantaltick ladies, 
walking and mincing as they go, with {iretched 
out necks, wanton lookes, and making a tin- 
kling with their feet (g}) The tender anddeli- 
cate women among, us, which will not adyen- 
ture to {et the (ole of their foot upon the ground 
for their delicatencls and tendernels (b)! There- 
tore maylt thou marre the pride of England, 
and the great pride of London (t) 3 and it may 
come to pals, that in ſtead of (ſweet ſmell there 
ſhall be ſtink ; and in ſtead ot a girdle,a rent 
and in ſtead of well ſet hair, baldne(s; and in 
ſtead of a ſtomacher, a girding of lackcloth, and 
burning, in. ſtead of beauty 3 and. that our men 
ſhall fall by the ſword, and our mighty inthe 
war, and cur gates ſhall lament and mourn, 
and we being delolate fit upon the ground 


&)- 


Abundance of idlexeſ; is in us, as to our gene- 
ral & particular calling.Our land is full of tatlers, 
1dlc dames, buſlic bodies,lalic droanes, that la- 
bour not with thcir hands, eat the bread of idlc- 
neſs, worle than inkdcls, that provide not for 
their »wn houſe. How much precious time and 
parts are devoured jn the bed, at the gla(s,board, 
unneceſſary, unlawful recreations, vain corrupt 
communications? Inyenting ways to miſſpend 
c11Me, 


for the nation's fins. 


time, taking pains to be rich, and to d:mn our 

ſoules 3 but how little in working out our falva- 

tion with fear and trembling, and giving all 

diligence to make our calling and el-ct:on ture ? 

Sothat thou maylt jultly cloath tne who'e natt- 

on with rags (/), and take us away as thou ([celt doe 

good (mM). 49+50s ; 
Wounto us for our ſrfeit ing, drtta%enneſs, and —— 

fulneſr of bread. Among us are miuititudes of _— 

wine-bibbers, and riotous caters, that hve deli- 

cioally , teeding, themſelves without t-ar, that 

are mighty to drink wine, and micn of tirength 

to mingle [trong drink 3 that gives his neighbour 

drink, and makes him drunken alſo 3 whoſe 

God is their belly, who glory in their ſhame. 

O theniceneſs, and daintine(s! the rioting and 

exccſlive feaſting! the chambering and wanton- 

nels! the ſtaggering and vomiting ! the abule, 

and ſacrihcing, of thy creatures to our luſts! 

making provition tor the tl{h! living in plealure 

and worſe than bruitiſh int:zmperance! nous 

riſhing our hearts as in a day ot tlaughter! The 

cupot thy right hand . may be turncd unto us, 


and ſhametul tpuing on our glory (1). * Na.2.ty. 
i, 


. . * Uncleate 
Othe vain attircs and carriages, the wanton ye, 


eyes, the (peculative wnc/eanne(;, the ſecret pol- 
lutions, the obſcene, hlthy ipceches, the toys» ' 
ng dalliances, the luſttul burnings an: heart 
= J 

: 


on a. Ar... A Ae EE Ce er. 


adultery, the aGinal wneleanneſ;s, which thou art 
every day witneſs to,who art of purcr cycs than 
to behold the lealt iniquity ! Our land is polluted 
with 


Swearing, 


$olemn humiliation 


with adulteries, fornication, horrid abominati- 
ons 3 we aſſemble in the harlots houſes; every 
one neighcth atter his ne:ghbours wife. We 
turn the ſanctuary intoa ſtews, and defile the 
temple of the holy gholt by our laſcivious filthi- 
nels. So that thou mayit jultly abhor and fors 
ſake us, who have given our (clves over to work 
all uncleannels with grecdinc(s; and condemn 
us with an utter overthrow, making us an ex+ 
ample to thoſe that attcrwards ſhould live uy 
godly. 


B:cauic of »ath; the land mournes. 'Tis 
a wonder of thy patience, that we have not 
curſcd away all our blcfling, and pray'd down 
vengeance upon our own hlicad : that fo many 
tongues [ct on fire of hell have not {ct the whole 
nation in a flame, O! how 15 thy great and 
dreadful wame which we ſhould tremble at in 
mentioning, and command our fpirits into 
awe and reverence, taken in vain, andulcd to 
witnels a lic, or till up our common dil- 
courſes? Wahata helliſh noiſe is heard in our 
ſircets and publick houſes? What volleysot 
dicadful, prodigious oaths and blaſphemies arc 
daily by perilous of all ages and degrees, (hot in 
the face of the great Majclſiy ot Heaven and 
Earth ? Whetting, our tongue like a ſharp ſword, 
we have not tear'd ro wound the name of God, 
wicn injured by mcn, We tols to and tro, tear 
and rend, the lit:,bloud and wounds of our dear 
and precious Saviour, Thou maytt well grow 
j-a!ous ter thy grcat name, and ariſe and vindi- 
cate 


for the nation's ſins. 


cate thy glory, from the contemptuous aftronts 
of ſuch inſolent rebels, that dare thce to thy 
face, and force thee to givea convincing Cvi- 
dence of thy pawer and bcing, for the tins of out 
mouths, for our hideous cxecrations, perjuries, 
and prophane words of our lips, and for all our 
hard ſpeeches that we bave ſpoken againſt thee, 
and conſume usin thy wrath that we may not 
be. 

0! how is thy ſzcre4 word played and jeſted \nobhane- 
with, made light and prophaned by unhallow- blaſpemies, 
ed wretches, that ſet their mouths againſt the 
Heavens, and religion it {elf ſuffered to be the 
obje(t of our (coffs and rallery, ina nation pro- 
felling it? We are aſhamed of thee, of thy 
word and our glory ;zthe name of a Saint or God- 
ly man is ridiculous, laughed at and reproach- 

&: the honour of being religious failes, he 
that departs from evil makes himſelta prey, (0) «1659. rg, 
& 1s accounted mad. O how arc the ſacred pages 
themſelves, made a theame of wanton drollery; 
and thy name, being, and honour proſtitutcd 
tothe licentious, irreligious wits of our age : that 
make a ſcorn of, and trample upon, all that 15 
lacred and ſerious. Thou maylt juſtly briug 
upon us {wift deſtruction for our mockers, dif- 
piſcrs, revilers of thuſe that are good, turning 
the grace of God into laſciyiouſnel(s,denying, 
yea blaſpeming the only Lord God, aud our 
Lord Jeſus Chritt, 


The yoice of blood cries unto thee for venge+ 
1nG8 


Blo2ds 
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s Je.43.9, 


8 Ho. f,7. 


Sol:mn humit/tation 


ance ('p). Huw many murthers are commited 
among us, out of hatred, revenge, diltrcts of the 
world, in{t1gation ot the devil? Yea welacri 
hce one another's lives to our liſts, paſſhons,and 
pride : Sy that thou maylt ſperdily maic inquis 
ficion tor bloat, and give a3 is rodrink, 

We are an obttinate, impudent, fiiflnecked, 
imp-nitcnt- p.opl-: we bluſh not, nor are 
ſhamed when we commir abomination (9, 
The thew of our countenance doth witnels+ 
gainlſt us: we declare our tu as Sodom, We lide 
it not (xr). We lave bun at ealc trom our 
youth, ſctled* upon our Ices, though cmptycd 
trom vcficl co vellel (5); and live tccure in the 
guilt of choſc fins which hath made thee become 
our enemy, We have grown wole and worle 
under all the micans of maning us better, Thou 
haſt given us truittul, peaccable f(cafons, hil- 
ing, our hearts with food and gladnel;, 
the carth yielding its increale , we eat 

ur bread tothe tull, and dwclt in our land (ates 
ly, and none to make us atraid 3 but wehave 
waxcd fat and kicked, abuſed and were un- 
thankful tor thy mercics 3 have forfook and 
lightly «ftcecmed the God ot our ſalvation, vidos 
Tics, and mighty deliverancesz and knew nol 
that thou gave us corn and wine, and vil, and 
multiply.d our filver and our gold, which we 
prepared for our lufis. Thou halt hewed us by 
the prophets, and ſlaine us by the words of thy 
mouth, and our Judgments are as the light that 
goth torth (+ :thou haſt made our plagues wonr 
derſu! > fkricken us with the peltilence, _ we 
ave 


fur the nation's ſins» 


have not grieved, conſumed us by the Sword» 
and in our cſtates, but we have not received 
correction 3 overthrown {ome of us, as God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and we arc as 
fire-brands pluck'd out of the burning, yet 
have we not returned unto thee ( v ): we have 
made our faces harder than a rock, we have 
refuſed to return (ww), and will not ſte now 
thy hand is lifted up, nor be ſerious though 
thou ſcems to be naming us Ichabed & our glory 
departing ( x ). Strangers have devourcd our 
firength;yca gray hairs arc here & there upon us, 
and we know it not the pride of Englandteſti- 
hesto our facc and we do not return unto thee, 
nor ſeek thee tor all this ( y ). O where are 
our weeping Ezyas, Feremiahs , Davids &c. 
Such an univerſal ſlumber, and gencral ſtupidity 
hath ſei{ed on us, that there 15 none duly laics 
to heart the ſins, diſtractions and dangers of 
the timcs 3 or mournes tor thelc abominations, 
whereby thou art provoked to deſtroy the land; 
no man repenteth him ot his wickednels ſaying, 
what have 1 done ? Or conſtantly, earncitly feeks 
thee, now thy wrath is ready to fall upon us: eve- 
ry one minds his own concerns,and not the pubs 
lick, or thy providential diſpenſations : mirth 
and jollity, and wine are in our feaſts; but we re- 
gard not che works of the Lord, nor conkder 
the opcrations of his hands, therefore mailt thou 
deſtroy us and not build us up ( & ). 


Argumentaie 
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ready. 
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Argumentative Supplication. 
Argumentative Supplication, 


Ut now O Lord, thou art our Father, we 
are the elay, and thou our Potter; and 
we all are the work of thy hand ( a ); the cf& 


«1f:54.8. ot thy power and goodacts. Rem:mber webs 


ſecch thee, that thou haſt made us as the clay, 
g. and wilt thou bring us intodult again ( b)? And 


daſh us to pieces as a thing of uaught ? Wil | 


thou dcltroy what thon haſt made ? And de- 
face the glory of thy creative power ? Thou 
bcing our founder, knowelt our trailty, remem- 
ber that we arc but fleſh, a buble, a blait that 
pailes away and com-th not again 4 and wil 
t104 not pity our weak cltate?2 Walt thou 
chaſe the duſt? or purſuca leaf driven with the 
wind? O Let not the God of- Heaven alwaies 
ſtrive and contegd with worms lately crept 
forth out ot nothing, what glory in the viRtory 
Locdy though thou paniſh our wickedneſs, yet 
prelerve thy own workmanthip 3 thou that haſt 
created the o0j:&t, create allo the at of deli- 
veranc2'3 letus hive b:caule thou gaveſt us life 3 
that the praiſes of our creation may bz joined 
with tholc of our redemption. Be not wroth 
very lore, O Ladd, nzicher remember iniquity 
tor ever;vehold ſee we beſeech th:e,we are all thy 
people. Zion is a wildernels, Feruſalema deſoley 
tron our Holy and tour beautiful houſes where out 
fathers praiſed thee arc burnt with tire, andall 
qu 


————_ 


Argumentative Sw/plic ations 


our pleaſant things are laid watt; wilt thou re- 
train thy felt, tor theſe things O Lord? Wilt 
thou hold rhy peace and attli& us very fore 
(e )? May it not luthce the Divine juttice to 
have brought upon us the milcrics we have un» 
dergone already? LI; our flain. and our rut- 
nous heaps, our poverty, our civil brails and 
confulions, nothing to our tender-hearted God? 
Bchold and fcc, it there be any ſorrow like un- 
toour ſorrow, which is done unto us, wherewith 
the Lord hath attlicted us in the day of his 
hierce anger ( 4), And will our God (till con+ 
tinue his heavy hand upon us ? And after all that 
is come upon us for our evil deeds and for our 
great trauſgrefſions, be angry with us till thou 
hatt conſumed us, fo that there be no remnant 
noreſcape{e ?Shouldeft thou puniſh us in propor- 
t;on to our wiquities, thou might never leave 
till thou hadtt utterly deſtroyed us. But may not 
the Judgments we have fclt already, ſhew thy 
Juſtice and hatred ot (in, and by thy grace ef- 
tet our zeturn unto thee? And is it not acs 
ceptable to thee to accomplith -ir by milder 
meaus* O when wilt thou (ay, it is enough ? 
and reſtrain the hand of vengeance from further 
prolecuting us? O turn thee untous, and 
have mercy upon us, for we are deſolate and 
atficted. The troubles of our hearts are cnlar- 
ged, O bring thou us out of our diſtreſfes, look 
upon our carcales , and our aſhes, our affliction 
and our pain, and forgive all our fins (f). 
Make us glad according to the daics wherein 
thou baft afflicted us, and the years whercin 
y me 
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gPſge.rs. we haveſcenevil. ( g) O remembernot againf 
us former iniquitics, let thy tender mercies 
ſpzedily prevent us, for we are brought very 
b Pſ.79. 8. low ( b ). Though our fins ſhould hold all good 
things trom us, and we obſtinately refiſt the 
means of our happinels, thou canlt otherwiſe 
ſecure thy own glory, and raiſc it even out of 
our ruincs:; But thou delightelt not inthe death 
of a ſinner, much leſs of a people, but rathes, 
and art very delirous, commandett, & jntreateſ, 
they return aud live ? Turn thou us unto thee, 
| © Lord,and we ſhall be turned; renew ourdaies 
#L2.5-21- as of old (i). Haſtthou utterly rejeQed Ex- 
gland?Hath thy ſoul loathed thy Church there? 
O give us not up to our own waies, for ſo we 


(hall but diſhonour and diſpleaſc thee, till- we 

have deſtroyed our ſelves. And alas what 

protit is there in our death? Wherein can 
deltrution bring thee praile ? What Trophies 

of honour canſt thou raiſe out of the overthrow 

of a handtul of duſt? Willa red feld of bloud 

make thy Eſcutcheon the more illuttrious? Wilt 

thou ſhew wonders tothe dead ? Shall the dead 

ariſe and praiſe thee? Shall thy loving kind- 

ncfs be declared in the grave? ' Or thy taithful- 

nels in deſtruction? Shall thy wonders be 
known in tac dark? and thy rightcoufnelsin 
6P4.55.19- the land of tougettulcels{ k }? O glorikie thy (elt 
: in working in us what thou requurett of us, it 
order to obtaining thy favour 3 fo (hall ourre- 
formation advance thy glory, as well as (ccure 

our happines, and we thal! praiſe thee, both 

by our ebdilicacc, and for our fcurity; my 

ru 


Argnm-ntative Supplic ation ; 


fruit of thy unlimited bounty. What can be 
more to thy praiſe, than that we may be unani- 
moully devoted to thy ſervice? Whileſt our 
chickett aime 1s, that thou wouldeſt advance 
and cttab'iſh thy own glory among us,and about 
that glory ſet a detencez we the more conti- 
dently beg it of thee,that thon wouldlt do good 
in thy good pleaſure unto Zien, make her a 
praiſe in the land , and build up the walls of 
Jeruſalem, repair the fad decays of religion , 
rouze us out of our ſtupidity and lukewarm- 
neſs, aſlwage and drive back our dcluge of 
prophaneſs, and fo order all eyents as may be 
molt tor the intereſt of religion, to which the 
Holy God hath ſo tender a regard, and to 
have it rooted out of a nation, is jutt matter of 
ſadneſs to thy upright ones. 


We plead not our own cauſe only, but our po- 
Ferivie's 3 who, if we be dcftroyed, or have the 
Goſpel put out, will, wer tear, b- lett in the night 
of lin and ignoranc:, and involved in our ruine. 
And how can we but deprecate (o (ad an infe- 
licity to them , and (fo much dithonour to thee, 
a5 to have our land overrun with barbariſm, ſu- 
perltition, impicty, and this propagated trom 
one generation to another would produce? Thy 
honour being fo much concerned, may we not, 
with hopes ot bcing heard, pray thee fo far to 
continue thy favour to us and ours, that we 
may convcigh to them that G-ſp-l we have 
received from our ftorctathers, pure and uncor- 
rupted, that there may never fail to be a holy 
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ſed, a ſuccellion of tinccre Chriſtians, who 

may be the fubitance ot thele nations, when we 

arc dead and gone. We b.frech thee therefore 

prevent thole calamitics, Which may cither des 

populate our land, or may be of {o dangerous 

aud cxtentive an influence, as to threaten to 

ſacceeding ages, that they ſhould be wicked and 

idolatrous here, and milcrablc for ever. But 

graciouſly preſerve us, and {cure to us and ours 

ti: privilcdges of thy Golpelz ſo we thy people 

and (hcep ot thy palture, will give thee thanks 

for cvcr, we will thew forth thy praiſe to all 
P{.79.13- generations (1 ). 

Conſider ourenemies for they are many, and 

Fomr'e thy hate us with cruel hatred : O keep us and 

mum del ver us, I£t us not be athamed, for we put 

6 ourencs UT truſt 11 thce (m). How long wilt thou 

iz, target us, O Lord, for cver * How long wilt 

"thou hide thy fice from us ? How long (hall 

we take counlc] in our louls, having forrow 1a our 

hearts daily? How long (hall our cncmies tris 

umph over]us? Conlider and hear us O Lord, 

our God, lighten our cycs lett we tleep the ſleep 

ot death Jeſt our cncmics ſay we have pre- 

vailed again('} thcm3 and thoſe — trouble 

" PI-13-1. us rejoice when we arc moved(n), Will not 

4 the adverſarics of thy Charch and people be em- 

boldcncd to blafphunc thiuir God, and reproach 

them? be more hardened , encouraged , and 

[trengthcned in their oppoh:1 ion by thcir ſucceſs? 

aud interpret it tor a jultihcation of their caule? 

aud loox on power 1a their hand, as an obliga- 

tion laid on tim, utterly to dettroy all chat 


gainlay 


Argument ative Supplication. 
painſay them as if zeatoully f-rving thee, while 
butchering thy ſervants? And will not pro- 
phane perlons, from permiſſion of ſuch events, 
deny thy providence and being z end fay 'tis 
in vain to {erve, depend upon, and have re- 
courſe unto thee, ſeeing they are not preſerved 
or reſcued that dv? O Ict uot any that have an 
ll will at our Si», have cauſe to (ay, ah! (o 
would we have it, H-lp us, O God ot our fal- 
vation, tor the glory ot thy name; and deliver 
us, and purge away our fins tor thy naire (ake; 
wheretore thould the Heathen fey, where 15 
thcir God ? their re:ormaicioa , their po.ver 
and purity of religion, the glorious providen- 
ces and promilſcs thy boalt oi ? What are thev 
the better for their prayers and taſtings? O 
God, why halt thou caſt us off tor ever ? Why 
doth thine anger (moke againſt the ſheep ot thy 
paſture? How long hall the adverlary rc- 
proach ? Shall the cncmy blaipheme thy name 
lor ever? Why withdrawett thou thine hand, 
even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bo- 
ſame. Remember thy congregation which 
thou haſt purchaſed of old, the rod of thine in- 
heritance, which thou hatt redeemed, this 
mount Sin Whercin thou halt dwelt, O de- 
liver not the ſoul of thy turt!e dove unto the 
multitade of the wicked 3 torget not the con» 
giegation of thy poor tor ever. Have relpect 
unto the Covenant: O let not the oppre fed 
return aſhamed 4 let the poor and needy praile 
thy name( o ). Conlider the quality ot thoſe , 
ard impiety of their defigns who ſeck our ruin: ge, 
V 3 E nemies 


- 
$04 Argumentative Swpplication. 

Enemies, not ſo much tows as thy ſelf and G/: 
pet, fo far as it oppoles their interelt: Ariſe © 
Lord, plead thy own caulſc , be jealous for thy 
glory, tight againſt thole that hght againſt us 
and theez is not our quarrel thine? and thy 
Intcreft ours allo? And wilt thou give up thy 
darling to the dogs ? thy only ones to the Ly- 
ons? Or ſhall any harden themfclves again 
thee and proſper ? Odeliver us from ſuch whoſe 
tender mercies are crucl z who willingly will 
know no bounds in atHicting us, but our h- 
nal ſabverſion z wh:n thou art but a little dif- 

prec.r.r;. Pleaſed, will help torward the atfliction { p ): 
rather let us fall ito che hands of God, than 
of men, do thou correct us, but with Judg: 
mcnt, not in t;lue anger, Ictt thou bring usto 


* OY nuthing, ( q J- 


From fir. Let our former morcies move thee to b:ſtow 


mer mer thoſe we want: trom our experience of thy 


readincls to help, we hope thou wilt not be 
les gracious now nor deny that affiitance fo 
ott artarded us. Wi | God now abandon choſe 
who have ſo long been the charge oft his pro- 
videncc, to the lutts and tary of unreatonable 
men? Shall they turn the work of inhnite 
wiſdom, into a Bubel of contulion? And fcat- 
ter choſe whom God hath gathered together? 
Afﬀtcr fo many wonders of mercic- that have 
been ſhown among, us and tor us, ſhall we bte- 
com: the ſcorn and derition of all nations? Wile 
thou calt off thoſe thou hatt raricd up? Take 
10 much pains, cono purpoſe? And demolifh 
what 


Argumentative Sufplication- 395 
what might ſtand as a laſting monument of thy 
bounty ? Is thy goodnets abated, that wiou wilt 
not,. or thy hand ſhortened;-that thou cavſt not 
fave? Is not thy readineſs and power to do 
good, and bow the ſame, yelterday, and to day, 
and for  cver ? Thy mercy,O God, is unwearicd 
in ſtretching out it ſelf tor the deftcnce of thy 
ſervants: the treaſures of thy goodneſs are bot- 
tomle(s and inexhauſtible ; thy ſervants have 
found grace inthy fight, and thou haſt magni- 
hed thy. mercy which thou haſt ſhewed unto 
us, in ſaving us, and we cannot eſcape without 
thy caring for us (r ), O thou that hait done r Ge.t9.19- 
ſo much for vs, and fo often come in to our af- 
lifkance, when all creature helps have failed , 
forſake us not in this exigence, let not all thy 
care and colt be loſt. O perte& that which con» 
cerneth us : thy mercy O Lord, endureth for e+ 
ver; forlake not the works of thine own hands 
(s). Thou haſt wrought great deliverances : pi.r22.8, 
for us; ſhall we now die for want of it ? And 
thy ſervants whom thou haſt delivercd from the 
Lyou and the Bear, fall into the hands of the un- 
circumciſed Philiſtines? Awake, awake, put on 
ſirength,O arm of the Lord! Awake as in the an- 
cient daics, in the generations of old. Art thou 
notit that hath cut Kahab, and wounded the 
Dragon? Art thou not it which hath dryed 
the Sea, the waters of the greatcit deep, that 
hath made the depths of the Sea, a way tor the 
ranſomed to paſs over (8 )? Thouarthethat : 1c 51.9. 
took us out of the womb of deſiruction 3 thou '* 
didſi make us hope, when we were yon 4 

r 
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brink of ruinez we wete caſt upon thee from the 

womb, thou art our God from our mother's 

belly » hide not thy face from us 3 put not thy 

ſervants away in anger 3 thou halt been our 

hcip, lcave us not, ncither forſake us, O God of 
bur ({alvation ( v ). 

" Give ear, OShepheard of I/rael, thou that 

Weare his leadelt Foſeph like a tlock, thou that dwcllett be- 

people - tween the Cherub:ms,thine torth before Enzland 

Scotlandand Ireland, tiir up thy [ſtrength & come 

and favc us. Thou teedcit us with the bread of 

tears, and givelt us tears to drink in great mea- 

ſure. Thou makctt us a (trife unto our neigh- 

borsz and our cncmies laugh among themſclves. 

Turn us.again, O God oi Holis, and cauſe thy 

face to ſhine and we (hall be ſaved. Thou haſt 

brought a Vine out of A»yptz; thou haſt calt 

out the heathen, and plantcd it, thou pre par: dll 

room bctore it, nd didlt cauſeit to rake dep 

root; and it hiled the land. The hills wcre co» 

yered with the thadow of it: and the boughs 

thercot were like the goodly Cedars. She lent 

out her boughs unto thc Sea, and her branches 

uuto the tuver, Why hatt thou .chen broken 

down her hedges, fo that all thy which pals by 

the way.do pluck her!The boar out of the wood 

doth walt itz and the ww:ld bcaft out of the ticld 

doth devour jt. Return we beſcech thee, 0 

Lord ot Hutis, look down trom Hcaven and bc- 

hold aud yitic this Vine, and the Vineyard which 

thy r1ght hand lath planted, & the branch that 

thou anadcti-ftirong tor thy (clt. Let thy hand 

hc upon the man ot thy rigint hand, vpon the 

00 Son 
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Argumentative Suppl tation» 


Son of man whou thou mad. ttrong for thy 
ſe.t(w _). Save usor we periſh, O thou Preſer- 
ver of men 3g fince that is thy property let it be thy 
lea[ure; Imprint this thy name in {oftair a Cha* 
rater, that all the inhabitants ot the land may 
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read and rejoice, With thee *cis as eatic to lave, 


asdettroy; tO raile us to mercy, as drowa us in 
milery. O ſhew torth thy power in attendance 


on thy goodnefs; and becaule God is our Pres, 


ſerver, Iet England be Preſerved: fince we call thee 
our Proteti wr, let us be calied thy Protefteds hince 
the Lord is our Saviovr, It us be the Saved of the 
Lord; fance to bclieve this, is our dxty, let wn be 
our ſafety ally, Let not thy providence be blaſ- 
phemed, by being 4:ſowned among the He uthen 5 
who will conclude becaule God conld not pre» 
ſcrve this nation where his worthip hath bcen 
chiefly owned, therefore he deſtroyed it { x 
Let not Proteſt ant religion be diſcouraged, in 
that the Pr f:ſſors of it arc deltroyed 3 thouga 
but Prifeſſors, preſerve them for the profeſſion 
ſake. May we not repreſent bctore thee, the 
preſent tiate and condition of the worid ? How 
tew enjoy, and -tewer cmbrace the Golpel? 
And where hath it becn more powertully, tuc- 
cesiully diſpenſed than here? And will 
the Lord make his poor Kingdome the Butt 
to level his arrows at? and chufe us trom 
among the reit, a pcople called by his name, 
to pour upon us the houtrelt of his fury? Muſt 
Judgmc nt thus begin at the houſe of God? 
When there are ſo few obey the Goſpel? Will 
the Lord root up ſo many prot.ſſing Chr'ſtians 

when 
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when the number is {o great of the heathens 
that know thee not, and of the families that call 
not upon thy name ? Shall ſuch a doleful wound 
be given to thy Church, which is Urcady ſunk 
intoſolow, and weak an cltate ? Will not the 
maligners of our peace and Goſpel,to have their 
wills of us,endanger the raine of other Church- 
£8 alſo, when their friends arc ſo much leſſened 
and diſabled, and their enemies ſtrengthened? 
And is not this thy own cauſe and quarrcl? & 
thy glory enfolded in thy Churches weltare & 
ſucccſles, againſt all that feek to deſtroy it? Is 
not the relation & dearneſs, b:tween Chriſt & his 
members the ſame now, asit was , when to one 
that with violence pierced him, he cried out,wby 
perſecuteſt thou me? Is not our God (truck at by 
the blows that are given to his Church? And 
whileſt the enraged intiruments of Satan, are en» 
deavouring not to leave him a people upon carth, 
doth not this ſpcak them much more dctirous 
there ſhould be no God in Heaven? Thou O Lord 
art our Father, Redeemer, thy name is from ever- 
laſting, O Lord, why haſt thou made us to erre 
from thy waics, and hardened our hearts 
from thy fear? Return for thy lervants ſake, 


the Tribes of thy inheritance. The pcople of 


thy holineſs have poſleſſed it but a little while 
our adverſarics have troden dowa thy Sanctuary, 
We are thine, thou never barelt rule over them, 
they were not called by thy name ( y). O the 
hope of Iſ-ael , the Saviour thereof in time of 
trouble 3 why ſhouldſt thou be asa ſtranger in 


the land, and asa way-taring man, chat turneth 
alide 


_ 
-—- 
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Why ſhouldett thou 
be asa man altonithed, as a mighty man that 
Yet thou O Lord art in the mid(t 
of us, and we arc called by thy name, leave us 
For the Lord will not torfake his 
p-oplc, tor his great name's ſake,becauſe it tar; 
plealed the Lord to make us his pu ple 

Were we not 1n an 11] calc when thou b.gan ito 


aſide to tarry for a night ? 


dous good, and to Ind us thy golpel ? 


Hutt 


thou not written thy name m tairer characters 
upun us, than on any other nition ?Upon whom 
the Envy of Papiſts, and H pes of the Proteſtants, 
Art not thou then concern- 
din our weltare ? Thou knewelt not onely what 
wc have done, but what we would do; as it 
hindered thee not trom beginning a good work, 


are elpecially tct / 


[ct 1t not trom pcertecring, it, 


O gloritie thy name in our preſervation, by 
piving the inhabit mts, clpecially the profeſſors 
of our nation, opportunity and ability ot re- 
deeming the honour of religion, fo lameutably 
impair'd and tortcitcd by great pretenders to it, 
Let there be yet ſuch a gencration among us, of 
thoſe that may abound in holinels, humility, 
charity, (clt-denyal, undilſembl.d zeal tor thy 
glory, as by their exemplary, unblamcable be- 
haviour may adorn the goſpel, and wipe of all 
thoſe toul blots, which hath bcen calt upoa their 
profeſſion, by the malice and ignorance of thoule 
who deviſe faults or aggravate thum, or con- 
demn the generation of the jxjt tor the miſcars 
riages of profeſſors. Let not religion go down a» 


mong 


A-gumentative ſnpplication. 
mong us, in ſach a cloud, as their nnſuitable 
behaviour hath brought upon it: but It tuch 
ſincere lovers, and practicersof it, be railcd up, 
and continued, as may «ctt-ctually vindicate it, 
ſilence and thame 1ts acculersz and make lome 
reparations ot the diſhonour done to thy uame, 
even by ſuch as boaſt a zcal tor the Lord of 


Holt. 


Sufter duſt and aſhes humbly to ſpeak un- 


From their 3 
wonted tothee trom the numb.r ot the truly Gudly yet 


revalency 
4 lp among us. Wilt thou deftroy the righteous 


with the wicked (þ;/? Notwithhnanding the 
gcneral corruption of our wayes, have we not 
mult1iudes that wickedly dipart not from thee, 
bur are licd/alt in thy tcar > In what nation 
haſt thou a greater number, of holy, humble, 
ſincere peoplc,that go not atter theg fcrvice of 
their lults,nor bow the knee to Bal, but daily to 
the father ot mercics, in carnelt ſupplications 
for thy favour, and arc lincercly cont.crated to 
thee ? and (hall not che voice oft their pray: rs, 
prevail over the. noiſc aud provocations of our 
crying lins? And their frunttulneſs prevent 
rooting up this thy garden, thy vineyard ? Shall 
not they live bctore thee, who delire their lives 
for no other end, but to ſerve aud plcalc thee ? 
Who arc (till contriveing,, which way they may 
molt advance thy ton? Wetrutt, there are 
many Teng 1 vur city,many Fi ties 1n our coun« 
try, many Thouſ:n1s in our IWracl, and wilt thou 
not ſpare the pluce tor their ſahe (c;,? How 
ill can thy taittitul tndultiious ſervants be ſpar- 
c 


bGe.1$.23 
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Argame" tative ſupplication. 
ed out of the world? O let not ſuch judgments 
overflow us, as ſhould {weep them away, and 

make them incapable ot duing thee hcre any 

turther ſervice. *'Tis the living , the living 

ſhall praiſe thee 3 O let them live and they will 

bliſs thee, O let not the Sun go down at noon, 

nor the evcning iurprize thy labourers, while fo 

much work is bctore thum. Make it appear e- 

ven to their malicious contemners, how con- » 
trary thy judgment is theirs 3 how pretious 

they are in thy tight 3 and how themlclves arc 
beholden to them, while they undervalue and 

hate themz how much they contribute to the 
Kingdome's ſat.ty, while accountd the troublers 

ofit. Thou hait faid, at what inſtant I ſhall 

ſpcak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
Kingdome, to pluck up, and to pull down, and 

to deſiroy it 3 if that nation, again(t whom I 

have pronounced, turn trom the cvil, I will rc- 

pcnt of the evil that I thought to do unto them 

(d.And that, it I (hut up heaven that their be 4 je.18.7.8 
norain, orit I command the locutits to devour 

the land, or 1t I {end pettilence among my peo-» 

ple: it my people which arc called by my name, 

(hall humblc thumſclves and pray, and feck my 

lace, and turn trom ther wicked wayes3 then 

will I hear trom heaven, and will forgive their 

linand heal cheir land e)). And thou haſt been, c> »x;3 
prevailed with tor mercy and dcliverance by a 14. 
tew,yca,a linylc perion for the whole: why then, 

Vour God, halt thou torlaken us? Why art 

thou ſo tar trom helping us, and from the words « 

of our roaring? We cry inthe day time, bu 
thou 
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thou heareſt not, and in the night ſcaſon, and 

are not ſilent ; but thou art holy, O thou that 

inhabitclt the praites of Iſracl : Our fathers 

truſicd in thcc and were not contounded ;, they 

_, cried unto thee and were delivered (f): And 
FPC22.1 

&c, art thou not the (ame? And 1$S not thine 

cye thll upon the righteous, and thine car 

open to their cry? Halt thou not as great an 

eltcem,& art as willing to ſhew tavour tor them 

as ever 5 Sayclt thou to the ſeed ot Jacob, (ek 

ye my tacc in vain? O Lord God ot tiolts, how 

8 Pl80.4. long wilt thou be angry againlt the prayers of 

thy pcople'g) whercwith thou walt wont to 

be delighted and conquered ? Shall thoſe made 

according, to thy will be of no cfncacie ? Lord, 

thou halt hcard the detire of the humble, thou 

dPſ.r0.17 wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cauſe thine 

ear to hear (þ). O let us, to whom thou haltgi- 

ven no prohibition, but leave, and inclination 

to come unto thee, expcricnce thee a God hear- 

ing praycrs. Olet thine cyes be open, and 

#2 ©>.7,75 thine cares attent unto the prayers that are made 

inthis land (4, O turn our prayers into praiſes 

for mcrcyz now we call upon thee intheday of 

trouble, deliver us that we may glorihe thee. 

\ p{.36, rg 90 WIL we not go back from thee 3 quicken us, 

| and we will call upon thy name (k). 

From our We would plcad with thee tiom omy own 

- pt weakacſs , and to that clory thow miſt get to thy 

ſelf wn delivering aud ctabliſhing us, which will 

appear to be thc Lords doing, and it will be mar- 

vellous in our cycs. It is a time for God to 

work, whcn mc arc utterly at a loſs, and can 

only 
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only lament, not amend the ſadneſs of their con- 
dition. When there is none elſe in Heaven or 
earth to help, thou art wont to litt up thy (elt,6c 
to bring ſalvation by thy own outſtretched arm Fn 
(1). Thou art not willing to ſhare thy glory ;., 
with another; or to contribute any thing to 

men's idolizing their own flirength, riches , 
multitudes: Thou chuſcſt to perform thy mighty 

works, when leaſt danger of aſcribing them to 

any bat thy (elf, We find thee complaining 

of too many ( m ),but never of too few, leſt they "147-4 
vaunt themſelves againit thee, faying,their own 

hand hath (aved them. Our extremity, is thy 
opportunity 3 when thy p-ople are ready to be 
overwhelmed(* ), when thou ſceſt their pows+ » Mar.g, 
er is gone, and there is none ſhut up or left 37; 
(os), when theyſay our bones aredryed, and 33. 
oar hope is lolt, we are cut oft for our part ( p )3 15-37-17» 
now will I ariſe faith the Lord : thou wiltbea . 

refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of 
trouble (q). O how often art thouſeen inthe 
mount , between the knife and the throat, the 
hand lifted up, and the blow ( ry )? Pcrmitt- r Geiz.t0, 
ing thy people to be reduced to ſuch ftrcighes, 

as to their plaineſt ſenſe, omnipoteucy can only 

reſcue them for diſcovery of thy own readi- 

nels and ability to ſave, and to exerciſe and en- 

gage their faith, patience, love, thankfulneſs, 

and conhdence for the tuture.And from ſuch fig- 

nal evidences of Divine affiſtance, moſt ſenſibly 

we make our acknowledgments, that if it had 

not been the Lord who was on our ſide, when 

men roſe up againſt us, then they had (wallow- 

cd 
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E by -22eq us vp quick (4). The many great diſadvants 


**ag'5 we lic under Will tend to advance the praiſe, 
and diſcover the power of our unerring Payli- 
cian, and mighty delivcrcr, who makes the moſt 
hopeleſs ditcaſe, the triumph ot his art, and to 
whom no difhcultics are inlup-rable. Why may 
we not then turn our very diſcouragem:nts intq 
matter of con{idence, and make the grounds of vur 
fear, motives to our hype, by uling them as (0 ma» 
ny arguments in our pctitioning tor relict from 
Omnipotency. We arc overrun with (uch tatal 
dilt.mpcrs, and fo tar trom bing ab'e to 
heal, our (elves, that we can fcarce dilcerg 
which way it is poſſib'e; and had we not q 
God to relic on, thould judge our fclves quite 
paſt 21l hope of help or hcaling: O then 
that it might pleaſc the molt High co undertake 
our eftabliſhnicnt& cure when we (cem to be call 
oft and given uptor loſt; how exceedingly will 
the dangcrouſnel(s of the dilcalc and untoward- 
lmeſs of the patient, diſcover and commend 
the compaſſion and skill of our great Phylician? 
How would all the dithculcics, aud ſceming im- 
polſibilitics in humbling, r-forming, umting 
(uch an cb/tjnate, wicke4 divided people as We, 
contribire to the great praiſes of hun that ac- 
complithes itz who puspolcs and none can djlap- 
point, works, and none can hinder hyn? We 
are poured out I'kc watcrzall our boncs arc out of 
jointz our hearts are like wax, melted in the 
mioſt ot. our bowels, our ſtrength is dryed up, &« 
thou haſt brought us unto the duſt of death; we 
jic open and obnoxious tO the malice, lubclty, 
have 
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power and plots of our enemies, are ignorant of 
their conſpiracies, & have little ſtrength to refilt. 
Our God, wilt thou not. judge them 3 for we 
have no might of our own, neither know we 


what to do, but our cyes are upon thee ( # ). O « 2 Chrov, 


be not thou far from us, for trouble is near, for 
there is none to help, O thou our ſtrength, haſt 


thou to help us ( » )- Attend unto our cry, tor »pC1. rr, 


wearc brought low; deliver us from our adver- '*: 
aries, for they are ſtronger than we. Bring our 
ſouls out of priſon, that we may praiſe thy name 


(w). Save us according to thy mercy, that they #PCr4z'6 


may know that this is thy hand, that thou Lord 
halt doge it (z ). * And that all the Kingdoms 


of the earth may know, that thou art the Lord »6 27. 
God, even thou only ( y). *Tis to thee the All- , 2 King. 
knawing & Almighty God we betake our (elves; 5: 


Q make known thy wiſdom and power, where 
the creature1s of fo little uſe, in truſirating and 
defeating all preparations and devices againſt us. 
Help O Lord, or we periſh; we arc inspotewt,but 
thou art Ommnipotert 3 Our inſufficiency, calls to thy 
Alſuffictency: It thou wilt, thou canſt defend and 
deliverus : It is nothing with thee to help, whce- 
ther with many,or with them that have na pow- 
3 againtt, or without means : with thee all 
things arc poſliblez thou that ſhakeſt the powers 
of Heaven, canſi ſhake the powers of the earth; 
thou that broughtelt light out of darkneſs, and 
order out of confulion, cantt create deliverance 
out of deſtruction it ſelf. Thou that putteſt a 
hook into the noſtrils of the Leviathan, and a 
bridle npon the Sea, Gaying, hitherto ſhalt thou 
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g0, and no furtherz canſt reſtrain the rage of 
man, and bring back from the brink of ruine, 
Thou that found out a way to fave a world canſt 
alſo,to ſave this fmall remnant of 1t, Our coun» 
{cls are confounded and our wits at an end we 
ſce atrer all our conſultations, we have taken 
the wilelt way to ruine ourſelves; Lord we ap» 
peal from the wifdom of man to thine; we beg 
thy counſcl which never fails z thou canſt not be 
overreached by counſel, undermin'd with trea» 
ſon, nor ſurprizcd by ſtratagem 3 but canſt take 
the wiſe in their own craftine(s, and counterplot 
the policics ofall the Sages of the earth. We know 
not how to get out of this Labyrinth, but all our 
intricacies arc to thee an open path : teach then 
our Scnators wifdom,  tind thou out a way to 
fave us, and we (hall then be wiſe and faved: 
be preſent with, and preſident among andover 
them, let nothing that concernes our peace be hid 
from their eycs. Butif thou wilt not ſave usby 
others, ſave us by thy (elf; let thy wiſdgne a- 
lone work out our deliverance z leadingyws in 
the open plaincs of ſafety, by what wayes ſeem 
beſtto thee : Then will we admire thy wiſdome; 
& out O the depth of the riches bothof the wil- 
dome & knowledge of God, how unſearchableare 
his judgments,and his ways paſt finding out. (z). 
"Tisof the Lord's mzrcy that we are not con- 


els & £99 (ymcd, and b:caufe his compaſſions fail not. It 


ploatur 7 


thou ſhou'dzelt lay judgment to the line, and 
rightcouſneſs to the plummet, make 115as miles 
table as we have made our ſelves finfull, and 
gi12.u5 over to all thoſe defolations the preſent 

circum 


tircumſtances of things (clpecially 
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the continu= 


ance of our hainous crimcs) «threaten us with 
thou might make chy arrowes drunk with our 
blood, thy anger and jealotic to {moake againit 
us, and lay upon us all the curſes that are writ 


in thy book, and blot out our name 


from under 


heaven. But we haveheard the King of Iſracl 
i9a merciful King : cruelty lodges not in thy bo- 
ſome 3 thou delights not to bath thy (word in 


the blood of thy tubjes; thou art 


not pleaſed 


inaQting tragedics in the world, nor in the tor= 


ture and ruine of thy poor creatures. 


The Lord 


will not calt off tor cycr, but though hc cauſe 
grief, yet will he have compaſſion, according to 


the multitude of his mercies; tor 


he doth not 


ati willingly, nor gricve the children of men 


{s). O we appeal tothe tender bowels of our *12.- 
which thou *** 


God 3 lince mercy is thy name in 


gloryeſt, let it b: the work in which thou re- 


joyceſt ; aud now we belcech thee! 


et the pow- 


er of our Lord bc great, according as thou haſt 
ſpoken, ſaying, the Lord is long lutferingand of 
great mercy, torgiving iniquity, tranſgreflion- 
and ſin. Pardon we bceleech thee the iniquity 
of this people, according unto the greatneis ot 
thy mercy, and as thou hali torgiven them even 
until now (b). We deſeryc no mercy, but mer* 


cy is ſhew'd tor mercy ſakez ind thou batt mer- <.. 
nd thy mer- © 


cy, becauſe thou wilt have mercy, a 
cy is over allthy works. Is not our 
of bowels? That hath a ſcnic of 


God a God 


lx mileries 


of his people, a great and ready compaſſion for 
them? And will he then be harducd againlit 
X 3 


hys 
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his poor people ? Will it conſiſt with his father- 
ly bowels, to bctwld us plunged into ſuch dole. 
tul ſtraits and perplexitics? Will the Lord 
calt off tor ever ? Will he be favourable no more? 
Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? Do his pro- 
miles fail tor ever more ? Hath God forgotten 
to be gracious? Hath he in anger ſhur up his 
tender mercies (cY? Look down from heaven, 
and b-hold trom the. habitation of thy holineſs 
and ot thy glory; where is thy zeal and thy 
tirength, the lounding of thy bowels, and of 
thy macrcics towards us? Are they reltrained? 
(d) Kemember, O Lord thy tender mercies,and 
thy loving kindnctles; four they have beenever 
ot old (e'. O! pity the defolarions, and com- 
paſſionate the ruins of poor England, that hath 
been the garden of the world; the beautyot 
Chriſtcodom; the detence of many nations, and 
terrour of all 3 15 become deſpicable as the duſt, 
and tramplcd on by thole, who have owned her 
very ſhadow tor a luthcicnt ſhelter ; let thy bow- 
els ycarn over her to ſte her in the duſt. Return 
O Lord, dcliver our fouls, O (ave us for thy 
mercy ſake ( f ). Diſappoint our feares and dil- 
mall apprehenfions : O ſpare thy people, whom 
thou haſt created after thy own image,andre- 
deemed with thy molt precious blood, and let 
not thinc heritage be brought to confalion. Nor 
delixc we mercy, only in reference to outward 
latety, but inward fauctity ; we would be fav- 
cd from lin, as well as trom miſcry ; and made 
holy, as well as happy. Now herein will the 
glory of thy mercy appear, if thou fave ourbo- 
dies, vur cliates, our friends, fo as withall, to 
FLE 
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ſave our ſoules ; hereby will mercy be found in 
the embraces ot juſtice, and fo , both joyntly 
bearing up the diadem of thy glory : jultice ad- 
vanced in-the full ſatisfaction taken from our 
ſurcty ;and mercy exalted, in converting us to 
him, and (ſaving us by him, Now, if only thy 
juſtice be'gloritied in our deſtruction, rather glo- 
rike thy mercy joyntly with it, in our falvation : 
It mercy muſt not rejoyce over juſtice, yet at 
leaſt let mercy rcjoyce together with it : if both 
can be glorious in England s preſervation, let 
not only one be glorious in England's perdition. 


When we- have ſaid all, we acknowledge 
we have nothing to ſay for our iclves,& that no» 


thing we can (ay, can in the leaſt prove us de- : 


delerving the mercy we nced and ſuc tor z we 
therefore the more carneltly recom mend our 
ſelves to thy free gract, and the more tingly de- 
pend upon thy goodneſs. which will be the 
more manifeſted and magniticd,the lels we have 
toplead on our own bchalt, the greater will chy 
compaſſions appear, who yet aftords us gracious 
audience : Since then, our chict, indeed our on- 
ly,diſcouragement is our wickedneſs and unwor- 
thineſs, our abuſe of mercics and unfruittulneſs 
under them,curcontinued ſcnſelclnels & hainous 
miſcarriages under thy judgments, we thus tar 
plead even our indeſert itfclt,as it will contribute 
the more tothe glory of that grace, which ſhall 
hear and help ſuch worthleſs finners as we. For 
thy name ſake, O Lord, pardon our iniquities, 
for they arc great. If it bz an exaltation of mer- 
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Cy, to ſhew it ſelf in miſery, much more-to mag- 
nifie it againſt fin, that calls tor wrath, but mi- 

ſry naturally for mercy ; when fo marvailouſly 
diſplay'd, as when thou (ayelt to people that 

g £:.16.6, are in their blood, and pollution live(g)? O give 
us to polle(s this land, not for our righteouſneſs, 

for we are a ſtiffnecked people, but for thewicked 

nels of thoſe that would drive us out; and for 

thy glory ſake, for vindication of thy honour, 

which is otherwiſe ſubject to be trampled on, 0 

work for thy name, that it ſhould not be pollu- 

ted before tholc among whom we were,in whoſe 

ſight thou made thy telt known unto us, in 
bringing us out of worſe than Egyptian darknels 

bE2.29. (h). And what ſhall wc ſay, when weturn 
$9. 14-22* gur backs before our enemy ?and what wilt thou 
do unto thy great name? Thou haſtſcemed to 

be at a ſtrait between thine anger and thine ho- 

nour {;}31o 1t not tor our fake, be we aſhamed 

CO 02. and confounded tor our own wayes (k ), but for 
k Ez.36, thy own fake,for thy free mercy's ſake (which 
22.32 hath prevailed with thee for all the great and 
good things thou haft done tor the ſons of men) 

without any other argument than what thou 

fetcheſt from thy own bowels. Remember thy 

word unto thy ſervants upon which thou haſt 

? Pl.119, cauſed us to hope (1). For my names (ake will I 
” defer mine anger, and for my praiſe will I re- 
- frain for thee, that I cut thee not off. For mine 

own ſake, even tor tine own fake, will I do it, 

for how ſhould my name be polluted, and I will 

m If. 43.:. not give my glory unto another (m). Whois a 
; God like thee, t!1at pardoneth iniquity, and 
paſſcth 
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paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his 
heritage? He recaineth not kis anger for ever 
becaule he delighteth in mercy. He will turn a- 
gain, he will ſubdue our 1igquiti:s: andthou 
wilt caſt all their fins intothe depths of the Sea, 
Thou wilt perform the truth to Facob, and the 
mercy tO ALrabam, which thou haſt ſworn unto 
our tathers trom the dayes of old (#). O Lord, 
to us belongs confulion of face, to our Kings, to 
our Princes, and to our fathers, becauſe we have 
finned againſt thee, thou art righteous in all 
the evil thou haſt brought upon us; but to the 
Lord our God belongs mercy and torgivene(s, 
though we have rcbelled againſt him, O Lord, 
according to all thy righteouſneſs, we beſecch 
thee let thine anger and thy tury be turned a» 
way from us, becauſe tor our lins, 2nd for the 
iniquitics of our fathers, we are become a re- 
proach to all that are about us. Now therefore, 
Oour God, hear the prayers of thy ſervants, & 
cauſe thy face to ſhine upon us, tor the Lord's ſake. 
O our God,encline-thine car and hear,open thine 
eyes and bchold our deſolations, and the people 
that are called by thy name; for we do not pre- 
ſent our ſupplications before thee for our righte» 
ouſue(s, but for thy great mercics, O Lord hear, 
0 Lord forgivez 0 Lord hearken and do; defer 
not for thy own fake, O our God, for thy 
City and thy people are called by thy name ( 0). 
Thou hatt done great things for thoſe, who have 
deſerved exceeding ill (p), and made many gra- 


# Mich.”. 
18.&c, 


o Da.g.$. 


cious promiſes, notwithſtanding their manytold "Fe 
tranſgreſſions; and not waited for their repen- 1157.16. 
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ance before thou conferred the intended bene. 
fits; but by preventing them with theſe, haſt 
drawn them unto it, that then (when thou haſt 
diſpenſcd on them thoſe temporal and ſpiritual 
bleſſings ) they ſhould remember'thcir own e- 
vil waies,and their doings whick have not been 
$909, and loath themſelves in their own fight, 
or their iniquities, and for their abominations 
( g). Whence did thou)! thoſe great aQts for 
thy peeple(and hiſt began even our rctormation) 
but from thy mercy which cndurcth tor cver(r} 


" What if England be not If ael.the God of England, 


15 the God of Iſrael, unchangeablc,and hath thewn 
in his word,promiles, precepts, examples, what 
he will do to his Church, in all ages3 and what: 
{oever things were written atoretime, concern» 
ing his dealings with his people were written 
tor our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures: might have hope (7). 
Halt thou not ſhewn merey to a vile wretched 
people? O f{ctthe fame free love on work, on 
our behalt; ſceing it is in thy power to reform 
us by mcrcics as well as corrections, and haſt de- 
clarcd- thou wilt proceed this way in Goſpel 
times ( e-), When did thou, who art rich in 
mercy.tor thy great love wherewith thou loved 
.us, call the Gentiles to be thy Church, but when 
; we were the wild olive,dogs.finners,dead in tref+ 
paſles &lins?by grace we are (aved(v):&upen the 
fame argument wilt thou call the Fews who have 
polluted thy name mn every place. After thy vas 
rious methods, they rebclled againſt thee, yet 
being full of compaſſion, thou torgave their 1- 
NP Ea niquitics 
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nquities, & deſtroyed them not(w\. And though ,,..z; 
thou art not uuder any obligation to do thus tor 
this or that particular pcople, yet neither art 
thoa reſtrained, and therefore we are not vut of 
all hope, but that it may pleaſe thee to take this 
method with ws-who may juſtly exp. to be ſwal. 
lowed up in utter deltruction,in that hitherto we 
are (o obltinate, unreclaimed, unaffected with 
all thy dealings: yet it is in thy power, it may be 
thy pleaſure to work upon, and reform us, by thy 
higual rcltoration of merey to us, when we have 
no merit to challenge, and le(s reaſon to expe&t 
it. Olince it is the glory of thy Sovcraignty 
and Prerogative Royal, to pardon offences, let 
ovrs bz pardoned , Jet the fin of England be 
blotted out, that the name of England be not 
blotted out. Our fins undermine ourlafcty , that 
we may be faved, let thy Soveraignty tri- 
triumph over them. Our fins are great, but 
greater 15 he that pardons. 'Tis the glory of a 
man to pals by an offence, much more thine, 
whoſe prerogative principally it concerns x),and 
art unbounded in acts of grace. Lord glorific (7*:3+ 
thy Prerogative 3 (hew thy lelf to b: God,by for- 
giving our great offences, and to be above Sove= 
raign and Subject, by torgiving both. Letit ap- 
pear that thou art God, and there is none like un» 
tothee, by pardoning thoſe” fins and remitting 
thole puaniſhments,that none elſe can. We are in- 
gulph.d in miſery,becauſe we are dc'uzcd in fin; 
all our misfortunes procced trom mildemeaners 


- take away our guilt, and our gricf.s will follow: 


let England be pardoned, and then we doubt not 
but 
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but it will be preſcrved. And do not only for- 
give, but &tform us; let all that have received 
power,8& authority from thee,improve it for his 
intereſt to whom all power in Heaven and earth 
is given. Awaken our Magjiftrates to greater 
vigilancy in ſearching, out, ſuppreſſing, puniſh: 
ing impiety : againſt licentiouſneſs of Judgment 
and practice; let holineſs have, not only a- tole- 


ration, but an authority among us, make our Of, 


ficers peace, and our Exactors righteouſne(s,that 
we may be an eternal exccllency, and the joy of 
many generations ( y). Let us ſearch and try 
our waics, and turn unto thee our God as uni- 
verſally and induſtriouſly combine to propitiate, 
as we have to provoke thee. Make us a Ho- 
ly people zealous of good works. Let the 
wickedne(s of the wicked come to an end, but 
eſtabliſh thou the juſt. Give thy people one heart 
aud one way. Let cvery one that names the 
name of the Lord live as becomes the Gol- 
pel, depart from all iniquity z weep day and 
night, and give thee no reſt untill thou have 
mercy on us. Thou that turuecſt the rock into 
a ſtanding watcrand the flint into a fountain 
of water ( 2 ), ſitrike upon theſe that are before 
thee. O Father of mercies, pity us who know not 
how to pity our ſelvcs. Though we have caſt of 
all bowels, let us find them all concentred in thy 
ſelf; heal our wounds, and which of all others 
is the moſt deſperate, our unwillingneſs to be beal- 
ed : let the ſpirit of peace overſhadow usz and 
impreſs on us the dove-like qualitics of mecknels 
and gcntleneſs.Relcuc our religion from our pro- 
phanation 
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phanationz not by taking it from us, but by con- 
torming us to it. Do for us not only above what 
we can ask or think, but beyond what we would 
wiſh or chuſe 3 and (ufter us not to acquire the 
miſerics we ſo cagerly purſue. Let us be happy 
in that relation, of having the Lord tor our God: 
fave thy people, bleſs thine inheritance; feed 


them alſo, and lite them up for ever ( a). O 613.9. 


canſtthou ſee thy Si» a ſhipwracking, and not 
knd thy haud ? Can the Shepherd be content to 
ſee the wolves worry his tender flock? The Father 
love to behold his children hate one another ? 
Drareſt Lord is not thy glory dearer to thee, than 
rorthy ſpouſe ? Shall the be folicitous, and wilt 
not thou ſeem fo to provide againtt thy ditho-» 
nour ? Is the Crown of Chriſt gliſtering enough 
on hishead in the eyes of all the world ? Hath 
our Jeſus the full procurement of his blood? Halt 
thou left thy compaltions, as wcll as the infirmi- 
ties of thy body behind thee on earth? Is our 
Feſeph in Heaven where there is proviſion e- 
nough, and ſhall thy brethren ſtarve for want of 
crumbs of comfort trom thy table? Are thine 
affections altered with thy condition ? Doſt thou 
in thy glory trample under foot thy children, 
whom thou accounted as the apple ot thine eye 
in the daies ot thy ſufferings? Shall we give 
over praying, for opcning the blind eye, 
and (ſoftening the hard heart? Shall we fall a- 
lleep and urge thee no more? Shall we pull our 
hands from thy plough, and our necks trom thy 
yoke? Will the Lord diſpenſe with our luke» 
warmneſc, and wink at our apoſtacy ? Is it not 
thy 
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thy burthen to ſee thy ſpirit fo grieved? To ſee 
ſuch noiſome weeds and errors to grow in thy 
garden, which thou ſo much regardeſt? And fo 
much backſliding after ſv much profeſſion of re- 
formation? Hath not the Lord faid bs many- 
t2in (hall be cſtabliſhed in the rop of all the moun- 
tain} (b)? And that Feraſalem (hall be made 


* the joy of many generations? Is not this thy 


own hand and fſcal? How long ltay thy Cha- 
riot wheels? Is the Lord angry at the prayers 
ot his people, and not at the blaſphemies of his 
enemies? Art thou offended becauſc we pray 
for Sion, and wilt thou not if we forbear ? Have 
we already the farſt fruits and ſhall we never 
have the harveſt? Will the Lord comfort us 
mourning, enliven us dying, or raiſe us when bu- 
ried and in our graves? O Lord, though thou 
diſhonoureſt thy people, yet wilt thou _— 
the Throne of thy glory? Will not the adver- 
ſary ſay, ſurely if God in love had thus begun 
to build,he would have gone on to finiſh? Though 
we are trampled under foot, muſt thy Chrilt allo? 
It his body hath deſerved tofit on dunghills, « 
lie in fetters of Iron, our head hath merited toſit 
on a Throne,& to have the liberty of his ſpirit in 
the world, Though our prayers are rejected,yet 
wilt thou not fulfil thine own promiſe ? Thou 
haſt a Prerogative to ſave and deftroy, but art 
thou not bound in Covenant to fect up thy 
Son? And it thou make not halt for his glory,will 
not the world be ready to fay the Lord is gone 
back of his word ?Is it only tree grace and mers 
cy, and not alſo jultice and rightcouſneſs for = 
&0 
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God tojuſtific condemned ſinners, & to lanCtihe 
prophane conv. rlatious, & to carry on the build- 
ing of the new Jcrutalem to its delired pertection 
Doth the Lord ſcem to caſt us off, to fee whe» 
ther we wil indeed caſt him off ? Or hide him- 
felf, to ſee it we will carnclily feck after him ? 
Becauſe his {mules have aot cauſed us tolove 
him, will he now frown on us, to make us to 
fear him ? Arc the golden daies ofhis ſpiritual 
preſence gone, and not to come, 5 we hoped 
they were? That we ſhould rather put mourning 


-0n Our backs, than take harps in our hands? Be- 


cauſe England hath been pertidious and perjuri- 
ous to God, will God now break his covenant 
of faithfulneſs with England? Shall the un- 
faithfulneſs of man, make God untaithtul ? Bid 
the Lord of old wait to bc gracious, and will he 
now wait til} we are gracious ? Was the Lord 
wont to be found of thoſe that ſought him nor, 
aud will he not be now found of thoſe that ſeek 
him? Wilt thou not paxdon our hypocrikc, 
pride, paſſions, and prophancfs till we repent, 
and 15 not that, thy gift ? Shall diſconlolate 
$18 never be ranſoamed from her (piritual f1a- 
verics, and diſtractions, till worthy ? Is not 
the price of hex redemption already: paid? and 
will the Locd fcem to require the debt again ? 
Lord, are we fo tar gone troim thine houle, like 
prodigals,that either we want an heart to return 
orau hope, it we return, that our father will ac- 
cept of us? Art not thou the God of peace? Is 
not thy ſon, the fon of peace? Thy fpirit, the 
ſpirit of peace ? Thy Golpel, the goſpel of peace? 
And ſhall not thy children,be children a 
$ 
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Is Chriſt in one of his followers, againſt Chriſt 

in another ? Is Chrilt divided ? Bleſſed father, 

how ſhall the world know we are thy childven, it 

we have not thy Image? Thy ſervants, it we 

wear not thy Livery? Will the world becon- 

vinced by our diviſions, that tbox art love ? Thy 

people lee not lo much prophanets iv the world, 

as the world [ces pathions among thy people. We 
cenſure and condema them tor not agrecing 

with chy people, whileſt thcy ice thy peoplea- 

gree not amongſt themſelves. Ah Lord ! it cþ4- 
rity bz the oncly badge of thy diſciples, how few 
halt thou in the world ? Is this a time to pull 
down, and not at all to build up ? Tocalt a+ 
way {tones and to divide, and not to gather 
ftones co raile thy temple ? Art thou rctolv'd 

no more ſtories ſhall be built in $02, till one 
ttone be not left on another in Babylon ? Are the 
grounds of our fearcs, not only from thy ſecret 
or open enemics, but allo from the vain conver- 
ations of the protciſours of chy name ? Will che 
Lord conſume their gold & tilver, as well astthe 
other's hay&ltubbl.?O how hath one form of thy 
pcople been trampling & triumphing over au0- 
ther? O how many Sins dowe make,that thouhalt 

not?How many articles do our paſſions put intoour 

Creed, which thou uevcr cnjoyn d to be bcliev'd 

tor ſalvation? How have we been tithing mint,a* 
niſc,&cummin,neglicing the ſalvation of ſoules, 
&.weighty matters of the Lord ? O, when will 
thecandlc of the Almighty, ſhine on the heads 
of thy people as of old ? When thall the name of 
thy ſon: be poured out as a precious Ointment, 
that the virgins again may loye thee ? yr 
ct 
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let us be thy patients though thou woundeſt us: under 


thy rod, rather then we ſhould be out of thy covenant; 


rather then we ſhould ſleep to death, found thy trumper, 
beat thine alarm 3 rather then we ſhould not have thy 
preſence, 1ct us go into a furnace 3 thy Sox, let us have a 
form 3 rather then we ſhould not be thy Children, whip 
us3 thy ſervants, beat us thy ſpexſe, chide us 3 thy 
friends, frown on us. O ſounda retreat to our diſor- 
ders 3 let all thy Saints engage their prayers and endca- 
vours againſt the common cnemy; that Sioz may be ter= 
rible as an army with banners that the brats of Babylon 
may come and worſhip before her teet, and know that 
thou haſt loved her. It the building of Sion may not go 
forward in this age,- Lord, let it not go backward; if 
wemay not build thy ſpiritual temple, let usat leaftlay 
upituft for the building ic in the next generation. O, 
bow (ad is it, that thoſe who have been brought up in 
ſcarlet, ſhould cmbrace dunghills? And that England 
that was the 7 cyrowy of the Lord,to the natious round a= 
bout us, ſhould fo much be a ſcorn unto them, and a, 
terrowr one to anothcr? O make up our breaches, com- 
pole our differences, heal our diforders, unitc our hearts 
to thee and one another : Reitore, continue our forfeited 
mercies, prevent and remove our deſcrved judgments, 
be no MOTrc 4 conſuming fire among, us, but a wall of fire 
round about us to {ecure us and deltroy ourencemics; de- 
light to bleſs us, and to watch over us, and to do us 
good : let us begin the reparation of our ruines, inthe 
reformation of all our lives. SanCtihe the various difpen- 
ſations of thy providence towards us. Turn us unto 
thee by a ſpeedy and an unteigned repentance. O let 
the power of thy arm who art the Lord of Hoſt, and the 
power of thy ſpirit, who art the God of all grace, now 


appcar 
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appcar and be exerciſed for and upon us : let thy power: 
dcliver us from the dangers wherewith we are ſurround»: 
cd; and thy grace ſotanRihe this deliverance, that it- 
may work thole bluiled ettetts among us, which no. 
forincr diſpenſations have done, even to bumble and res | 
form us. Let thy mercies overcome the deſert and cry | 
of our hainous fins, and be tow manifeltcd cowards us * 
for thine own name fake; and let the manifeſtation of 
theſe undeſcrved mcrcies, overcom: our ttubborn hearts; * 
that we may be aſhamed, and loath our ſelves when we 
remember our own evil wayes 3 that cver we ſhouldbe | 
ſo baſcly dilingenuous to rebel againſt a God of ſuch pas * 
tiencc and compaſſion, who notwithſtanding all our : 
unworthineſs and provocations of his glorious majelty 
yet in our low cltate, hath pitycd, and {cafonably relie 

ed us. Wherelore, give glory to thy own name, O God, 
we bcſccch thee, grve glory to thy own name, in redeeming 


fracl, England, out ot all iis troubles, and from us 4 

©. 0 ART * 

iniquities 3 that hereby we may þc not only engaged, bug © 

enablcd to ſerve aud glorihe thee, as thy redeemed ones > 
| for cvcr- 
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